




PREZ'S PAGE 

Thank goodness the holidays are overt I picked up five pounds of 
excess baggage somewhere. Oh well, eat, drink, and be merry for 
tommorrow you diet. If I don't, my next project will need to be a 
C-130. 

Don't forget, the EAA calenders wil 1 be on sale at our January 
meeting. We only ordered 50 so don't be bashful about grabbing one. 

I would l Ike to give a special note of thanks to Mutt Way for all 
the work he has done In the past as editor of the HANGAR ECHOS. As of 
this issue Mutt has turned over the golden pen to Dennis Swenson. 
Welcome aboard, Dennis. We've al 1 had a chance to see some of Dennis' 
excel lent work in his past contributions to the newsletter and I'm sure 
he wil 1 be able to produce the outstanding newsletter that we've become 
accustomed to in the past. 

As the new year gets up to speed and we make promises to ourselves 
about what we are going to do, promise yourself you wil 1 get more 
involved with the activities of the chapter. This type organization Is 
only as good as the sum total of the effort input. Try It, you'l 1 like 
it! Even the work is fun. 

See you at Skyline on January 22. 

INTEREST INTEREST INTEREST 
There will be a booth (table~) set up at the January meeting to inform you of 
all the benefits of belonging to the National EAA organization. After you are 
convinced (you are arentt you? ),there will be an opportunity for you to join 
or renew membBrship. All the paperwork will be done for you, including sending 
it in for you. 

Program for Janua:t:t: 22,.!.2.§.z meeting 

The program will be,Paul Lemson,a highly qualified engineer,who will help all 
of us to get better performanci:J out of. our radios by proper antenna installation. 
He will talk about antennas in laymans terms. Patterns,installation techniques, 
matching networks, and all will be covered. Be sure to have specific questions 
for him as there will be a question and answer time. 
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HANGER ECHOES 

EDITORS COMMENTS 

The year of 1985 is now 
here and we in chapter 
168 are off to a great 
start with 3 to 4 inches 
of snow on the ground on 
the first day of the 
year. This is going to 
be a great year of 
flying and fun for 
everyone. Looking 
outside today I know it 
hardley looks like 
flying weather, but in a 
very few weeks or months 
the skys will clear and 
the temps. will come up 
abit and we will again 
have beautiful flying 
weather. 

Being EDITOR this year 
will give me an 
opertunity to voice my 
opinion on many things 
as they come up during 
the year. All of the 
articals I write about 

the GRUMMAN YANKEE are 
ment to be in fun an to 
demonstrate the fun 
myself and others are 
having in this great 
world of SPORT AVIATION. 

D. SWENSON 

HELP 

I could and need help in 
typing this newsletter. 
I want to use this 
format and want it typed 
on a wordprocessor. 
Anyone who could help me 
in this, please see me 
at the meeting or call 
me at home at 891-0717. 
It took me 2 1/2 hours 
to type this and my neck 
is killing me. 

Thank you 

JANUARY 1985 

MEMBERSHIP 

Be advised that this is 
your last notice to 
renew your membership in 
our chapter. It's only 
$12.00 and with this 
expensive hobby of ours, 
twelve dollars is a 
small price to pay foe 
12 months of enjoyment, 
entertainment and 
thrills. Remember you 
can't tell who's playing 
the game without a 
program and that's just 
what our membership 
rooster is, a program. 
So ~end in your$$ today 
or better yet bring it 
to the meeting Jan.22, 
and reserve your spot in 
the largest and best EAA 
chapter in the country. 

D. SWENSON 

EAA DALLAS CHAPTER 16B - EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATI~ 

1985 MEMBERSHIP - DUES $12.00/Year - Renewal New 

NAME SPOUSE NAME 

ADDRESS PHONE NUMBER 

CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

AIRCRAFT PROJECT N# '% COMPLETE 

NATIONAL E.A.A. MEMBERSHIP NUMBER <Dpt i onal > 

NOTE: The above information is used to compile and publish the Membership 
Roster for 1985 and in the preparation of mailing labels for mailing 
the HANGAR ECHOES Newsletter. A prompt renewal will be most helpful 
and ensure that you are included in the 1985 Membership Roster. 

Make Checks Payable To: 
EAA Dallas Chapter 168 
Check# ________ .Cash ______ _ 

Mail To: E.A.A. Dallas Chapter 168 
P.O. 80:-: 168 
Addison~ Texas 75001 
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THE GRUMLINS ARE COMING 

The day was Sunday 
November 4th and the 
Grumlin squadron of 
north Texas had a date 
with destiny.It seems 
that the 99's had 
schedualed a fly-in 
and/or scaventure hunt 
at Cox field located in 
the heart of beautiful 
east Texas at Paris. 
That morning a low layer 
of scud hovered over all 
of north Texas at 
1800MSL. We three brave 
fighter jocks took off 
together to brave the 
elements loaded down 
with armorment and fuel 
and ready to meet the 
enemy,"Cessna" whenever 
and wherever the 
oppertunity presented 
itself. Flying due East, 
we did see through the 
mist of that early morn 
several Cessnas healing 
from their wounds of 
ear iler encounters with 
their enemy, the GRUMMAN 
YANKEE. We could have 
strafed their field and 
totally destroyed them 
but decided to leave 
them alone to heal so 
they could fly again to 
confront us in battle. 
The only real kill is 
one that takes place up 
high in the sky where 
only the bravest and 
fittest reighn supreme. 

As we were flying down 
the railroad tracks into 
Paris, I saw a lone 
CESSNA peeking through 
the overcast. Without 
saying anything to my 
buddies, I peeled off to 
encounter this lone 
enemy. A short burst and 
a split S put me right 
back into formation as 
though nothing had 

happened. Downing the 
CESSNA had been so guick 
that I wondered if my 
buddies had even noticed 
I had gone, so on my 
return to the group I 
did a victory roll. They 
got the message. Looking 
down to the right they 
saw the wreckage of the 
plane and the chute of 
the pilot. The pilot was 
spared, but the plane 
was downed. Mark one 
more for the Kipper. 

We were now 40 minutes 
into the flight when we 
see up ahead our 
destination, Cox 
field.It is well known 
that CESSNAS have been 
seen here on many 
occassions so we were 
ready. Grouping up for 
our attack run we 
strafed the field 
throughly before we 
attempted to land. We 
line ourselves up in a 
line approximately 1/4 
mile apart. The lead 
plane lays down a 
barrage of 30 cal. on 
his first run while the 
second plane in line 
flys by as an 
observation plane. 
Anything moving after 
the first plane passes, 
he reports to the 3rd 
one in line to strafe 
the area again. By now 
the first plane has 
circled around behind 
the 3rd to act as his 
observation plane. We 
keep doing this until 
the area in secure and 
safe for us to land. We 
have a motto in our 
squadron and it goes, 
"When in doubt, strafe 
it".· After landing, we 
three aces GENE PLAZAK, 

MATT JONES, and myself 
DENNIS SWENSON walk 
around the airport to 
secure it for the others 
of our kind to arrive 
shortly. 

Thirty minutes after we 
arrived, the first 99 
arrived by car. She had 
heard of our arrival and 
decided to drive instead 
of flying. Cautiously 
she made her way to 
where we three were 
huddled discussing our 
stratigy of the certain 
dog fight that was sure 
to take place before the 
light of this day has 
fallen below the 
horizon. This most 
lovely lady talked with 
us for about 20 minutes 
telling us what the 99's 
stood for and how much 
fun and activity they 
participate in. She also 
told us why many of 
their number fly CESSNAS 
but that others in their 
group fly Beach, Pipers 
and etc. Shortly there 
after the sound of a 
CESSNA lycoming was 
heard and our attention 
switched to the runway, 
but too late. The 172 
had already landed and 
was taxing up the ramp 
for parking. She parked 
her 172 in a spot 
between where we were 
standing and where our 
birds were parked. 
Immediately my hand went 
down for my sidearm only 
to find an empty 
holster. The first 99 
had disarmed all three 
of us without us even 
realizing it. I felt as 
though we were about to 
be captured by these two 
lovely 99's. To my 
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surprise they ment us no 
harm. They only wanted 
the opertunity to tell 
us their story. We sat 
patiently listening for 
over an hour agreeing 
and understanding what 
they were saying waiting 
only for our chance to 
escape. Our time came 
finally and we quickly 
made our way to our 
planes. Running to and 
reaching our birds, the 
99's were in persuit 
behind us. Quickly 
opening the canopy and 
sliding in, my hand went 
into my pocket for my 
keys and came up empty. 
These two sweet and well 
trained enemy agents had 
not only disarmed us of 
our weapons but had also 
somehow relieved us of 
our keys. We were 
stranded. HELP!!! They 
agreed to return our 
keys to us if we agreed 
to fly to a little strip 
some 70 miles to the 
northwest called Texorna 
Lodge for a late 
afternoon lunch. We 
agreed. 

By now the number of 
GRUMMANS had grown to 5, 
adding KLAUS TRUMPTER, 
SAM WEBB, and BOB 
DUNCAN. These last three 
aces managed a 
successful escape and 
returned to our lines to 
report of our possible 
capture. An alert was 
immediately dispatched 
and no less than 13 
YANKEES were on their 
way to Cox field. 
Luckily for the 99's we 
were not their when the 
power squadron arrived 
in Paris, Texas. 
Unknownst to them we had 

GRUMLINS CONT. 

already taken off for 
this unknown strip 
called Texoma Lodge. We 
had no way of knowing 
what awaited us there. 
Not wanting any of the 
ground spotters to 
report seeing three 
GRUMMANS in the same 
sector as the enemy, 
CESSNA of which there 
were three so we 
firewalled our birds and 
easily pulled away form 
them. We could have at 
this point made our 
escape, but didn't. We 
did go to the Lodge and 
share a meal with the 
enemy pilots along with 
pleasant conversation. 
We talked of times 
before the war when 
pilots of all types of 
planes flew together but 
yet apart. No flying 
clubs, no organized 
activities, no group 
functions, etc. Now that 
the battle is on, 
interest has grown to a 
point where we GRUMMANS 
and other groups share a 
bond that us all 
together and make our 
flying much more 
meaningful and fun. 

When the meal was over 
and it was time to go 
our way, we parted 
friends. It is true we 
had shot down one of the 
enemy that day, but we 
had also met the enemy 
face to face and 
discovered that outside 
their planes like being 
out of uniform, they are 
just real folks like us. 
They walk and talk and 
laugh at jokes just like 
we do. It's only when 
they put on their 
CESSNAS, they become the 

enemy. When again we 
meet high above the 
clouds we must do what 
we must do and that is 
to match witts and 
artistry of the sky. He 
who controls the sky, 
controls the world and 
the GRUMMAN YANKEE in 
this reporters opinion 
is a hybrid and just 
can't be matched for 
what it is in it's 
class. 

The day ended peacefully 
without hardly a shot 
being fired. There will 
be another day and 
another time and we 
GRUMLINS of the North 
Texas wing of the 
American Yankee 
Association will do our 
duty to maintain a safe 
airspace for all of 
those who enjoy the pure 
joy of flight. 

CESSNA included. 

DENNIS SWENSON 
Yankee Pilot 

AEROCOUNTRY 

AeroCountry airport by 
definition is a very 
active and thriving 
sport aviation airport. 
It is a great place to 
spend a Sunday 
afternoon. There are 
sailplanes, skydivers, 
aerobatics and 
ultralights along with 
quite a lot of general 
sport aviation. Alot of 
building and rebuilding 
is also done there. Also 
located on the south end 
of the field is the 
Hanger Inn, a movie set 



cafe which serves very 
tasty meals, I 
recommend it. 

December 9,84 

The day started at 10am 
with a T28 performing 
several low level 
passes. As the day went 
on a pair of PSls came 
by several times, two 
Pitts Specials did some 
formation aerobatics, 
jumpers were coming down 
like shooting stars and 
the sailplanes were 
going up all day long. 
About 1pm, I was in the 
cafe eating a great 
cheeseberger when a 
single engine jet with a 
twin boom tail did three 
very high speed (400 
mph) passes at a very 
low altitude. Very 
exciting to watch, from 
the ground. I'm just 
very glad I wasn't in 
the pattern then. To sum 
up alittle, let me say 
that even though 
AeroCountry is very very 
busy and you really have 
to be on your toes to 
fly into there, it is a 
great airport to be at. 
I recommend flying in 
for lunch at the Hanger 
Inn. My only word of 
caution is,"Be very 
careful and prepared to 
go around." With jumpers 
sometimes landing on the 
runway, aerobatics east 
of the active, 
sailplanes and 
ultralights, also an 
east pattern, while your 
pattern is always west. 
One last point to 
mention is that alot of 
traffic does not have 
two way communication. 
Please be careful and 

you will enjoy the day 
and many others at 
Dallas's most exciting 
sport aviation airport, 
AeroCountry. 

CLOSE CALL 
It was on that same 
Sunday Dec. 9th, when I 
was flying my Yankee, 
that I had a very close 
call. I had finished 
doing two flybys and was 
in the proper pattern 
for landing when I 
decided to end the days 
flying with an emergency 
landing. I looked around 
an confirmed that I was 
the only one in the 
pattern. No ultralights, 
no aerobatics going on, 
and no jumpers. As far 
as i could see I was the 
only plane in the air in 
the vacinity of 
AeroCountry. When I 
reached the abeam point 
of the threshold of 17, 
I pulled power and did a 
diving right turn for 
the field. Adjusting 
trim, flaps, etc. etc., 
I did a perfect landing. 
On the ground now for 3 
seconds I hear the sound 
of a twin overhead and 
look up and left to see 
an old 310 exercising a 
go around. I had cut him 
off and never saw him. I 
found out later that he 
had done a long low 
straight in and I had 
just not seen him. While 
taxing back, a very 
unfriendly and crude man 
motioned for me to stop 
and preceeded to chew me 
out for cutting in 
frount of that twin. He 
was not willing to hear 
any reasons from me, He 

really only wanted, I 
think, to chew out a 
little plane cutting off 
a larger one. He 
probably ownes a big 
one. Anyway in my 
opinion, I was in the 
right. I was in the 
proper pattern, and he 
wasn't, An observer 
friend told me it was 
close and I'm only sorry 
I didn't see the twin, 
but these things can 
happen and I'm only 
telling you all this to 
alert you to be very 
careful when flying 
around AeroCountry. As 
far as that sub human 
individual that chewed 
on me abit is concerned, 
I can only hope that God 
sees fit to bring him 
some manners this 
Christmas 

SHARE A RIDE 

When I joined the EAA 
some 7 years ago I had 
just received my 
license, but had no 
plane of my own to fly. 
It took me several years 
to figure out how to get 
a plane of my own but in 
the mean while I had to 
rent if I wanted to fly. 
I remember thinking of 
how difficult it must be 
to decide on a plane to 
build and realise that 
it might take many many 
years to complete. I 
hung around airports, 
kicked tires and talked 
to alot of pilots but 
not one of them invited 
me to fly. I think we as 
a club should put out an 
invitation to the other 
members to give rides to 
really interested 
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RIDE CONT. 
individuals who for say 
fuel costs, could help 
promote our club and 
give those who have no 
ride to say a fly-in, or 
a just a ride around the 
patch, the opertunity 
to experience the joy of 
aviation as each of us 
enjoy it. I really enjoy 
taking others for a ride 
in my Yankee becouse to 
me, aviation is to be 
shared, and not bottled 
up inside. Everyone 
obviously couldn't offer 
this, but for those who 
could it would be 
greatly appreciated by 
those of our members who 
would love to catch a 
ride in the plane they 
admire. What do you 
think.????? 

NEW YEARS FLY-IN 

The date was Sunday, 
Jan.6, 1985 and BOB 
CUTLER had arranged a 
fly-in lunch at 
Gainsville. He called me 
on the Thursday before 
to invite me and ask if 
I wanted to invite some 
of my YANKEE club guys 
to join in the fun. I 
did and the results were 
that about 18 aircraft 
showed up.ead count was 
about 25. We all 
carpooled ourselves 
down the road abit to 
the Smokehouse BBQ place 
which serves very good 
BBQ, and at a very 
reasonable price. You 
can't believe what they 
give you for $1.90. 
Anyway we all had a very 
good lunch with good 
conversation before we 
headed back to the 
airport and then home. 

When we took off for 
home, we lined up 
looking not too unlike 
the departure line at 
OSHKOSH leaving for 
home. NORMAN and SHARON 
SEATON were the last to 
take off in there 
beautiful Milk-Stool, 
uh-Triiii-paaceer, which 
is by the way FOR SALE 
and for a real good 
price. Anyway NORMAN 
told me how bare the 
field looked when they 
taxied out to leave when 
only minutes before it 
was so full. Our parade 
home was really great. 
so many planes in the 
air at a time - we were 
all jockeying around for 
position for picture 
taking, playing chase 
and then a big beautiful 
yellow roll performed by 
our oun GENE PLAZAK. We 
all to say the least had 
a great time. It's 
called SPORT AVIATION 
folks and to me that's 
what it's all about. 

D. SWENSON 

CONTEST 

Coming up in maybe the 
April issue will be a 
new and different 
contest for all to 
participate in whether 
you have a plane or not. 
We'll have a fly-in 
lunch schedualed 
somewhere. That's what 
you will have to figure 
out by using your 
sectionals. I' 11 furnish 
everyone with enough 
clues so that by using 
your sectionals, you 
will be able to figure 
out where the lunch will 
be. Then all you have to 
do is eithor fly there 
or drive. There will 
even be a way for you to 
find out where the 
destination is by 
opening a sealed 
envelope telling the 
location. If you find 
out this way, you won't 
be eligable for the 
prize that we'll give 
away. Fun hua?? It can 
be, but you'll all just 
have to wait. I'm still 
planning the details. 
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SEND FOR OUR COMPLETE HOMEBUILDERS SUPPLY CATALOG 

s<" ALPHA AVIATION SUPPLY Co. ,::,,;:., 
'oo cc;:: P. 0. BOX 641 •GREENVILLE, TEXAS 75401 .,'\,· 

- 214·527-3817, 214·4~5-3593 

HANGAR 36 
AERO-COUNTRY AIRPORT 

The Dallas Area Sport Aviation Airport 

ANTIQUE-CLAaaac-HOIHBUIL T-E XPE RllllilENTAI. 
Hansar apace Avallable For E A A llembera 

IIONTHLY RENTAL RATE (8): WINGSPAN (FT) X 2.5 

CONTACT: Clalr ~. Button (214)281-e070 

FROM ONE HOMEBUILDER TO ANOTHER. 
If you Need Insurance of Any Kind--
Auto, Plane, Home, Business ••• Let: 

, DELMO JOHNSON INSURANCE AGENCY 

Find Answer to Your Particular Need. 

Just Cal I: 458 - 7550 

Deimo (Pitts Special) Johnson 

15790 DOOL,EY ROAD 
DALLAS , TLXAS 7 52 34 

A"!.. Bud Judy !\-~~-· 
c.$-ls,·•P~ -N-EW--S-T_I_T_S_D_E_A_L_E_R_:_-... 

+~~~ FOR DALLAS AREA! 
(Located near 

Addison Airport) 

214-380-1105 

4133 High Star Dallas, TX 75252 

'.J{ I G H ST A'.R.., 
AVIATION HANGAR YOUR AIRCRAFT --------------.~ with someone who appreciates 

Sport Aircraft! 

TEX-AIR 
PARTS, INC. 

.J.T Distributor 

STITS Distributor \ 
Shttel Metal/ Tubing 
CABLE SWAGING 

HOSE • ASSEMBLIES MADIE 

DZUS FAIITENEAS 

AIRLOCK FASTENERS 

CANNON PLUGS 

COMPLETE AN HAADIIIIAAE 

Tim 

SINCE 1947 

NOBODY BE/ITS OUR RA'I'l'ERY PRICES 

(817) 624-9882 

COMPOSITE AIRCRAFT MATER:)tALS STITS DISTRIBUTOR 
LONG-EZE, DRAGONFLY . BEST PROCESS 
SAF-T-POXY, FIBERGLASS, BEST PRICES 
FOAM AND ACCESSORIES. ,. . - BEST SERVICE 

';,. 

ALPHA PLASTICS, INC. 
Route 1, Box 231 

West, Texas 76691 
(817) 826-3639 

VISA & MASTER CHARGE ACCEPTED 
SAME OR NEXT DAY SHIPMENT. ... 

OWNERS: 
IRA & ELIZABETH HALE 

Space available in new 60 1 x 60 1 

hangar along runway at Aero Valley 

Contact: Bud Judy 214-380-1105 

Airplanes 
Instruments 

Used Parts 
Engines 

Radios 

BOBBY'S PLANES 'N PARTS 
8701 Cardinal Road 

Fort Worth, Texas 76180 
(across from Mangham Airport) 

Bus. 817-281-8468 
BOBBY OSBORN Res. (metro) 268-2786 

CAMERA / PROJECTOR REPAIRING-COLOR DEVELOPING IN ONE HOUR .-------------------,! 
~ DISCOUNT PHOTO I 
~ ~ 
~ 101 Farmers Branch Shopping Center "' 

(Valley View at Josey Lane) ~ 
~ 

"' Farmers Branch, Texas 75234 .,, 

I ~ ~ Phone: 241-6214 r 
16 Don G. Williams 1- " Nancy H. Williams :l 
!f ~ ~ 
:IWOYH::r111OO>1- l.H!JIN1:131\O O3SS3::>Olld S31I\OW ONV S3O11S - S311ddns 
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