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First Flight for Geryl Mortensen's Staudacher S-300 in March! 

Sam Cooper 

Gery! Mortensen explains some of the finer details of his new Staudacher S-300 to fellow Chapter members. 
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As many of you know, Chapter 168 recently 
had another first flight by a Chapter member. 
Late in March, Gery! Mortensen took his 
Staudacher S-300 up for its maiden flight. Except 
for the cross wind that kept building, it was a 
fairly straight forward flight. 

After only a few hours of flying, Gery! very 
graciously brought his new airplane out to the 
April Chapter Fly-in held at Sherman Municipal 
Airport. For many Chapter members, this was 
their first chance to inspect the very well turned 
out S-300. 

Irv Trunk is awaiting the FAA inspection of 
his RV-6 as this issue of Hangar Echoes goes to 
press. Irv should be signed off by the May 
Meeting. 

Mel and Ann Asberry have taxied their 
completely assembled RV-6. Final assembly is 
proceeding on Red Marron's RV-6. Both of these 
RV-6s should be inspected before the end of 
May. 

Pete Huff is well into the final details of 
painting his White Lightning. Pete should be 
ready for his inspection in another couple of 
weeks, if his work schedule allows him enough 
time in Dallas. 

Chapter 168 will be holding our annual 
covered dish Summer Picnic on June I 0th at 
Kitty Hawk Airport. Our hosts will be Don 
Stovall and/or Jim Rushing. Put this date on your 
calendar. 



DISCLAIMER 
We would like to make you aware that as always, in 

past, present, and future, any communication issued by 
EXPERIMENT AL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION, 
CHAPTER ONE SIXTY-EIGHT, INC. , regardless of the 
form, format, and/or media used which includes, but is 
not limited to HANGAR ECHOES and audio/video 
recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing 
house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience 
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc., 
does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no 
responsibility or liability is expressed or implied and you 
are without recourse to anyone. Any event announced 
and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information 
only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, 
involvement, control or direction of any event (this 
includes Oshkosh). Please read, listen, enjoy, and be 
careful out there. 

Director's Meeting, April 15, 1993 

The May Meeting will be on 5/4, the program will be a 
safety round table discussion. 

The May Fly-in will be on 5/8 at Lakeview. There will 
be a BFR ground school session in the morning. The 168 
Trailer annual will start at 1300. 

The June H.E. assembly will be at Paul Johnson's 
house on 5/25. 

The June Fly-in was discussed, Mel will check on 
Kitty Hawk for our summer covered dish Fly-in. 

The May Meeting and future Meeting topics were 
discussed. 

The 1994 EAA Calendars were discussed. 25 will be 
purchased for resale. 

Faye Troxel gave an advertising update. 21 ads were 
renewed so far, 10 have paid, 3 were canceled, we may get 
several new ones. 

Don Lewis gave an informal Treasurer's report, we 
have about $6.000 in our account. 

Folding chairs for Fly-ins were discussed. None had 
been purchased yet. It was motioned and approved to have 
Jerry Bidle purchase 6 of the $9 chairs. 

Mel Asberry requested that we allow him to use the 
Chapter scales for an ultralight weigh-in. This was 
approved. 

May Calendar 

4 Regular Meeting 
Farmers Branch Comm. Ctr. 6:30 pm - 8:45 pm 

8 Fly-in 
13 Director's Meeting 

Farmers Branch Comm. Ctr. 7:00 pm - 8:45 pm 

25 Hangar Echoes Assembly 
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BELT LINE ROI\D 

635-LBJ 

.----- 1.3 Mi _,_ __ __. 

FARMERS BRA.NCH COMv1UNllY BUILDING 
SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER ~19 AlvBER LANE 
First Tuesday of ea.oh month, 6:30 - 9:00 PM 

The June issue of Hangar Echoes will be 
assembled at Pat and Paul Johnson's house on 
May 25, 1993 starting at 7:00 pm. The address is; 

6340 Beech Street 
Plano, 248-6340 

The May 8th Fly-in will be hosted by Tom 
Scott at Lakeview Airport on Lake Dallas. Tom's 
FBO is at the north end of the airport buildings. 
The Chapter 168 trailer will be there. As usual, 
the Fly-in will run from 1000 to 1400, with hot 
dogs, drinks, and condiments being served at 
about 1200. There will also be a Fly Mart at the 
airport the same day. 



Greetings to all! It's newsletter time again. 
Our April Fly-in was a joint fly-in with the 
Sherman Chapter at the Sherman Municipal 
Airport. It was a great Fly-in. Attendance was 
over twenty airplanes. The weather was typical 
spring like, partly cloudy and windy. Everyone 
had a great time. Gery) Mortensen flew his newly 
completed Staudacher S300 (a serious aerobatic 
machine) to the Fly-in. It's very well done, 
congratulations, Geryl. 

I also want to thank Red Marron for hauling 
the Chapter Trailer to this Fly-in. We are still in 
need of a Trailer Coordinator and volunteers to 
haul the Trailer, along with a Fly-in Coordinator 
(hot dog cook). Think about it! 

Our April meeting was at Skyline High 
School. Jim Putney and students were our hosts. 
Thanks Jim for a interesting evening. 

The scheduled program for May is a safety 
round table, led by Mel Asberry and Frank 
Proko"' ,,,,,. hs:,uon'+ dnn,> nne of'these in a whilo 
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so it should be a good refresher. 
Our Fly-in May 8th is at Lakeview Airport 

with Tom Scott hosting. The Chapter is 
providing an hour long BFR ground school, using 
the CFI's that will be giving BFR check rides 
after the ground portion. Tom Scott will have an 
instructor and C-150 available. This will be in 
addition to our regular Fly-in activities. Even if 
your BFR is current, come out to both events. 
The oral portion can be a refresher for the rules 
of flying, while the Fly-in is at a real "grass-roots" 
airport. You may want to fly Tom's J-3 Cub, and 
get some tailwheel time. Lakeview Airport is also 
home of the Glass Goose, a new airplane kit, 
being promoted by Tom Scott. We will also be 
doing a "annual" on the Chapter Trailer after 
lunch. So come on out and get involved with 
what's happening. For those folks taking the 
flying portion of the BFR, please call Lakeview 
Airport and get your name on the list. The tele
phone number is (817) 497-7496. 

See you at the meeting! Gary 
P.S. Bring a friend or two along! 

3 

I .. ,: .. •',, .. ,:.,•,,. . .... ····.·.· ········.·.·.·.···•• ....... ·.·.··· ,,,,,,, 
_ iiii!iill•IIIIIUl1•liiil llilllliiilll•••11IIIII• ••••••-

Chapter 168 will again be holding our annual 
Biennial Flight Review (BFR) ground school in 
conjunction with the Chapter Fly-in on May 8th 
at Lakeview Airport. Fellow member Tom Scott 
(the local FBO at Lakeview), has again agreed to 
allow the use of his premises for the ground 
school session. The ground school portion will 
start at 1000 (10 a.m.), and run till about 1100. 
Attendance at the ground school will be 
mandatory for all participants. Chapter 168 will 
be covering the cost of the ground school. 
Afterwards, participants will be free to hold the 
flying portion of the BFR at Lakeview Airport 
that day, or on another date. Rental aircraft will 
be available from the FBO. If you are planning to 
take advantage of this program, Tom Scott 
requests that you notify him in advance of your 
plans. Call Tom at 817/497- 7496. This will 
ensure that a sufficient number of instructors are 
available for those wishing to take check rides 
that day. 

After several years of stalwart service, the 
Chapter 168 trailer is in need of a little TLC. So, 
as part of the May 8th Fly-in at Lakeview airport, 
we will give the Trailer an "annual" . We will start 
at about 1 :00 pm, after lunch. We will repack the 
wheel bearings, lube this and that, fix a few leaks, 
and check out the wiring. With enough help, we 
should make quick work of this job. All 
volunteers will be welcome. 

AER•MILLER 
Br u ce Mill er, F li g h t Instruc t or 
Airpl o.ne, Gl ider, or T 0 il d r0-gge r 

Bo x 5 4 7, Pro s pe r , TX 75078 
( 21 4) 346 - 283 1 
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This past weekend I attended Sun 'n Fun 1993 
for the third year in a row. I went to Lakeland 
Florida, with two other Chapter members, To~ 
Moe and Doug Vail, and a mutual friend, Richard 
Funk, who owns the Cessna 310 we flew down 
in. We arrived late on Friday afternoon before the 
Fly-in opened on Sunday. 

What a difference a few days can make. Every 
other year I have been at Lakeland I saw lots of 
t~ampled grass around airplane shapes, but few 
airplanes to fill them. Lots of planes had been 
there, but many left before I got there. This time I 
got to watch them come in. By Sunday afternoon 
the Homebuilt area was comfortably packed with 
a wide variety of airplanes. 

The Homebuilt area had a number of different 
plane types on the field: the usual large number of 
Long EZs and Vari-ezes; Cozys and several 
Defiants; the E-Racer; the Berkut; about half a 
dozen Questair Ventures; a number of Glasairs; a 
good Lancair turnout; and a smattering of various 
other plans and kit built aircraft. 

There were five Wheeler Expresses at 
Lakeland, four of them customer built. The new 
Express manufacturer, Express Design Inc., was 
there with a slightly reconfigured demonstrator. 
It had a Lycoming 540 up front, a 12 cubic foot 
cargo pod underneath, 6 person seating ( 4 

abreast in the _rear all facing to the right), and a 
new gross weight of 3200 lbs. 

A number of the VanGrunsven RV series 
planes were in attendance. I noticed two 
interesting variations. One R V-6A had a small 
~argo door on the left side of the fuselage leading 
m!o the baggage compartment. It was nicely done 
with a sturdy frame and hinges. Another RV-6A 
had a 27L Subaru power plant instead of a 
Lycoming. It was based in Lakeland and had not 
flown yet. 

Fighter Escort Wings (FEW) had their P-5 lD 
Mustang scale replica on the field. It is made 
from pre-molded composites. The motor is an 
auto conversion (V-6 I believe) driving a four 
blade prop. It looked well done, but I did not see 
it fly. 

The weather was beautiful this year. We had 
clear skies and a 3 0 knot tailwind on the 5 hour 
trip down, including a 15 minute fuel stop. In 
Lakeland, it was sunny, 70° F and 40% RH with 
a moderate breeze. Great Fly-in weather! Coming 
back on Monday, April 19th, the head winds 
were lighter with mostly clear skies until we got 
near Dallas. We slipped Uf1der the squall line that 
had popped up over Dallas. 

If you are looking for a good Fly-in that is 
friendlier and less chaotic than Oshkosh then 
consider Sun 'n Fun in Lakeland. Next ;ear it will 
be held on April 10-16, 1994. 

. . Sam Cooper 
Fighter Escort Wmgs P-51D Mustang scale replica on the Lakeland Flightline. 
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As many of you know, one of the events held 
during the Sun 'n Fun Fly-in is the Sun 100 Race 
for Experimental custom built airplanes. This 
speed contest is probably the most publicized 
event of its kind at the moment. The results of 
this year's event, held April 19, are presented in 
the accompanying table. 

A Questair Venture again won the event, and 
set a new speed record of 308.20 mph in the 
process. The Glasair Ills put in a strong showing, 
raising their class speed record to 284.61 mph. 
Next, the Berkut and GP-4 put in strong 
showings, the GP-4 ran 183 mph last year. A 
little further back, two RV-4s ran very well, 
about 10 mph faster than any had run before. 

Since the factory Lancair IV prototype is not 
allowed to compete in the Sun 100, Lancair put 
on a different sort of exhibition a little more 
suited to their airplane. Using a 60 gallon 
auxiliary tank, the Lancair IV was flown non-stop 
from Los Angeles to Lakeland, a distance of 
2235 miles, in the unofficial time of 6 ~ours and 2 
minutes for an unofficial speed of 370.56 mph. 

A ER0 INSTfriUMENTS 

Mark G. Corboy 
President 

7515 Lemmon Ave., Hanger L 
Dallas, Texas 75209 

SINCE 1976 
o 1 ,_ o a a• 

0 STITS 
•HARDWARE 
•SPRUCE 

Catalog 

$3.00 
0 PLYWOOD 
•TUBING(STEEL&ALUM.) 

(214) 357-4476 
Fax (214) 357-4572 

ALPHA AVIATION SUPPLY Co. 
~ 0. BOX 8641-GREENVILLE, TEXAS 75401•8641 
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All speeds shown are in miles per hour (mph). 

Aircraft Pilot H.P. Speed 
Questair Venture Roy Harwell 280 308.20 
Questair Venture Mike Thomas 280 286.05 
Glasair III Glenn Lawler 300 284.61 
Glasair III Kory Cornum 300 275 .57 
Glasair III Dr. Paul Siegel, Jr. 300 273.34 
Glasair III Tommy Rose 300 272.03 
Glasair III Ken Johnson 300 268 .36 
Glasair III Bill Billups 310 262.94 
Berkut Dave Ronneberg 200 247.19 
GP-4 Darry Capps 200 245.22 
White Lightning Peter Land 210 241.54 
Lancair 320 William Russell 160 234.51 
Rebel 2300 Ken Kraska 330 232.74 
RV-4 Dave Anders 200 230.05 
RV-4 Tom Whelan 180 227.73 
Vari-eze Charles Airesman, Jr. 110 225.45 
RV-3A Dr. Frank Donnelly 180 225 .00 
Glasair I Monte McLean 200 224.70 
Long EZ Steve Irvin 160 222.34 
Glasair RG Chuck Downing 160 215.27 
RV-6 Ennie Argence 200 205.96 
KR-2 Steve Alderman 99 205.09 
RV-4 Frank Smith 180 203 .98 
Vari-eze Jack Fehling 100 202.51 
LongEZ Rudy Siegel 130 200.83 
Glasair I RG Fayette McElhannon 160 200.24 
RV-4 Claudid Tonnini 160 198.24 
Midget Mustang Bill Sheperd 108 196.29 
Glasair IIS FT Deborah Raymond 200 196.29 
RV-4 Rocco Bonura 180 193.15 
Glasair I William Curry 160 193 .15 
Long EZ Allen Silberman 160 192.38 
Mustang II Leo Bush 160 192.16 
LongEZ Stan Shniderman 160 190.11 
Cassutt IIIM lb Hansen 100 181.74 
KIS TR-1 Richard Trickel 125 177.92 
BD-5B Raymond Taunton, Sr. 60 171.34 
Sonerai Brian Dempsey 47 156.16 
Sonerai II David Rawlings 65 150.53 
Tailwind Lance Truax 90 149.60 
Sonerai II Al Bertelmann 70 144.31 
Sonerai II Dean McGinnes 65 142.07 
BD-5B Davie Pryor 64 135.04 

In addition there were three who did not 
finish: a KR-2; a Lancair 360; and a Questair 
Venture. 
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In recent months it has come to my attention 
that after very thorough inspections, several 
Homebuilt aircraft have been found to have 
improperly torqued wing attach bolts. While 
torquing the wing bolts on my R V-6 it occurred 
to me that many people may not understand the 
correct procedure for torquing self locking nuts. 

First, you must measure the torque required to 
tum the nut on the bolt. This "pre-load" torque 
may be as much as 20-50 in-lbs. Then, you must 
be add this value to the torque specification for 
the bolt in question. 

Example: The torque specification for an 
NAS1603 Hi-Strength 3/8- 24 bolt as used on the 
RV-6 wing calls for 200-250 in-lbs. If the pre
load torque is 25 in-lbs., then the final torque 
would be 225-275 in-lbs. And remember, torque 
should always be applied in several steps, not all 
at once. 

If you have any questions about proper torque 
procedures, or any other building problems, ask 
your Technical Counselors. That's what they're 
here for. 

Mel Asberry 

GIVE A GIFT THEY WILL NEVER FORGET! 

I) PARAPLANE POWERED PARACHUTE CERTIF1CATE! lnclud~s.-
* 15 min. Paraplane solo flight. after one, 90min. lesson 
* Two-way radio supervision by factory trained instructors \ \ 

1 * Pamplane Certificauon . \ 1 

::--.;-~•~ I 
2] TWO-SEAT U,TRALIGHT LESSON( Includes: ·= 
* Prellight imtruction . ~ 
• 20 min. scenic light with a l'SVA mstructor . · 
• 30 day member.;hip in CSUS Asso. • .V, 

-..- r ' 
Paraplane Gift Certificate .............. .... ... ... $89 _, . . , .. 
lTI1ralight Gift Certificatc ........................ $35 · • 

FUTL"RE FLIGHT r-iC I aa CR 392 Pun"'on. TX 75"407 l - 214 - 736 - 6000 

FRED ZIMRING 

EAA Legal Advisory Council 

Zimring & Langley, P.C. 
Office Alpha 
13140 Coit Rd .. Suite 203 
Dallas, TX 75240 
(214) 437-3700 

EAA 
EAA Aviation Center 
P.O. Box 3086 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54903-3086 
(414) 426-4800 
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George Carroll (214) 637-3598 

AIRCRAFT SUPPLY COMP ANY 
n04PARWE!i 

(ANSON & HINES Near Boy Seoul Bldg.) 

DALLAS, TEXAS 75235 
AN • MS • NAS HARDWARE & ACCESS0Rt£S 

TAN Aircraft Repair Ltd. 

MIKE EDGERTON 
A&P MECHANIC, A I 

BUS. 214-.347-2868 
HOME 214-625-B929 

Spec/olizing in Single and Light Twin Rectp. Engine 
Aircraft. Including Rodia/ Engine & Fobnc Covered. 
Aero-Country Airport VN. VET. 

AVJ ~ ca ~ 
RAYMOND MORT, P.E. 
Registered Engineer 

324 Hillview Drive 
Hurst, Texas 76054 

Bus: (817) 282-6940 
FAX (817) 282-6969 

HMIIM1l36~ 
AEfi0°COUNT[PN1 Al~PO[Al 
The Dallas Sport Aviation Airport 
Hangar Spaced Available for EAA Members 
Antique - CIIU1Sic- Homebuilt- lE:xperimarotall 

Hangar has water/electric/toilet/phone 

CONTACT: Clair J. Button ( 214) 231-6070 
Hangar Phone 1 (214) 347-2344 



By Doug Vail 

So there I was heading North, 17,500 feet 
above sea level, with the sharp crags of the 
Colorado Rockies below. To the East a solid wall 
of clouds covered the peaks below. To the North 
the path I had been following was closed off by 
another wall of clouds. To the West the thunder 
heads that had been building all day had become 
yet another wall. Below me, through the few 
gaps in the clouds, all I could see was rock. 
Behind me, all that was left of the path I had 
followed, a narrow gap between building clouds, 
was closing up. I could not get a clear fix on any 
VOR with my trusty handheld radio and the GPS 
was as dark and silent as it had been since 3 
minutes after take off 

How had I gotten myself into exactly the 
situation that every airplane magazine warns 
about? A VFR pilot in a VFR airplane in rapidly 
deteriorating weather. Let's start at the beginning. 

Aircraft Spruce announced that they were 
sponsoring a Cross Country race from Palm 
Springs to Meigs Field in Chicago. This was later 
changed to DuPage to avoid the Chicago TCA 
and lack of cooperation from the people at Meigs 
Field. A total distance of about 

I planned to use the trip from Dallas to Palm 
Springs to check my calculations, and as an 
operational test of the new 3 blade prop and new 
aux tanks. Earlier testing was postponed due to 
repeated delays in the delivery of the wood and 
kevlar prop from Catto Propellers. The trip to 
Palm Springs was actually more a preview of the 
race than I planned. 

I departed Dallas on Friday, July 24, under 
sunny skies only to run into a storm system near 
Phoenix that would set an all time, one day, 
rainfall record for the Phoenix area. The route 
around the storm added about an hour to the trip, 
but the data generated was close to what I had 
anticipated: 

156mph 4gph 
190mph 6.5 gph 
200mph 7.3 gph 
210mph 8.5gph at 10,500. 

With 69 gallons on board I had enough fuel 
for 8 hours with no reserve. So, if there is no 
head wind, and ifthere are no major diversions, 
and if the airplane flies as expected at 15 to 
17,000ft ... 

Sounds like a lot of "ifs" are creeping into this 
plan. The bottom line is if I keep track of the fuel 

1600 miles . 
I thought that I might have a 

shot. My Lancair 235/320 seemed a 
good fit for the Corinthian class, 
which was open to all aircraft with 
320 cu.in. engines or smaller. With 
a good sized aux tank and proper 
fuel management I could do it non 
stop. 

AERO SYSTEMS AVIATION 

My plan was simple. Fly high on 
oxygen the whole trip and hope for 
help from high altitude West to 
East summer winds. Because I had 
to fly VFR I knew I only had a I in 
6 chance of flying a straight line 
across the West in the summer, but 
what the hell, I was just in this for 
the fun and challenge anyway. 

Demonstration Rides 

Aero Country Airport 
Call 7 days a week: 214/676-1343 

Open Saturday and Sunday 9:30AM til 5PM 
Weekdays by appointment 

GLIDER RIDES 
bNed on .ttituct.,. not tirN 

2,000 feet . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . • $25.00 

3,000 feet . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . $35.00 

4,000 feet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $55.00 

Mile Hil)h Special . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $89.95 
fo, aeroballC ndH, add t26 Cavaqbie O 3,000 feet and higher•. 

Learn to fly gliders! 
First Flight to Solo .. no experience required $1095 
Private Transition . . . . solo for power pilots $ 695 
Commercial TransitlOn . ... solo, comm. stds. $ 795 
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BIPLANE RIDES 
Around the Pattern . (8-10 minutes) $25.00 

Scenic Ride . . . . . . . (20 minutes) $45.00 

Basic Aerobatic Ride ... . . . . . ... $55.00 

Thrill Seeker Ride . .... . .... . . . $75.00 T•thlrt-----•,,_.,,,..,,., 

Give a Gift Certificate! 
Glktw, Biplane or Instruction - Ask for detail1 

ale &Ii welcome 



and distance I can increase my efficiency by 
simply slowing down. All I have to do is keep my 
competitive instinct under control, and survival 
instinct foremost in my mind. Easy to say on the 
ground. 

The night before the race there was a pilots' 
meeting where the departure and arrival 
procedures were explained. I am sad to say that 
even pilots suffer from the old rule of thumb that 
says "the collective intelligence of a crowd is 
inversely proportional to it's size" . One pilot 
alone is a genius, two pilots together are gifted, 
three pilots are above average, but 42 pilots in a 
room couldn't seem to grasp the concept that 
each pilot will be given a number 1 through 42. 
Number 1 leaves first, number 42 leaves last. 
After hearing this explained twelve different ways 
for 2 hours, the pilot of the Lancair IV factory 
prototype, Dave Morss (overall winner), Klause 
Savier (Corinthian winner), and I sneaked out to 
eat dinner before organizers explained the 
procedures for the 13th time and we lost our 
appetite completely. 

Suitably fortified with burgers and fries we 
each-headed for our hotels to digest our dinners, 
the lastest weather report, and modify our plans 
accordingly. The weather did not look good. 
Most of the Midwest was IMC or marginal, but 
with a slight diversion to the south it was 
avoidable. 

So, with several alternative routes 
programmed into the GPS, I launched into the 
clear dawn skies of Palm Springs. I turned 
Northeast over the nearest mountain ridge, and 
headed for my first checkpoint. Time to get out 
my checklist, Engine - all green, Fuel - from aft 
aux tank, Charts - in order, Climb - 700 fpm 
cruise climb, Oxygen - ready; GPS - off No, 
wait, the GPS is supposed to be on. It won't turn 
on, * ! *?! (I would later discover that in the pre
race darkness, I had not reattached the power 
supply properly.) 

The prospect of flying for 8 hours by charts 
only was not what I had in mind. I had planned to 
follow on the charts anyway, but only to confirm 
my GPS. No matter, I had a race to fly. I settled 
in, had a little orange juice and listened on the 
race frequency. The Unlimited Class planes were 
already out ahead, but of the Corinthians that 

8 

J.E. "RED" MARRON ~ ~T 

;fjj£t 
7'[00/r,6, INC. 

526 INTERURBAN/RICHARDSON. TX 75081 /(214) 234-1143 
2929 CUSTER PKWY /PLANO. TX 75075/(214) 596-5556 

- BATTERIES -

E-V-i 
NI-CADS, GEL CELLS, 
ALKALINE, LITHIUM 

"W0 Build Battery Packs" 
IS.SO East Arapaho, Suite 11126 

Richardson, Texas 75080 
(214) 231-5351 
1·800·776-5267 

TEX-AIR PARTS, INC. 

ii 
DISTRIBUTOR FOR AVIATION SUPPLIES 

Dopet & Fabric Supplle1 

Beech/Cessna/Mooney/Piper 
Aircraft Perts 

Over 100,000 Onferent l'ml Numbers In Stock 
NI lnslock Items Priced et WI-IOLESALE or Below. 

When It come• to SERVICE, I\VI\ILABILITY, Md VERY COMPETITIVE PRICING try, 
TEX-AIR FOR All YOU AVIATION NEEDS. 

Meacham Field Airport - Branch Addison Airport - Branc 
4201 N. Main St , Bldg N2 4500 Aadlff ln., Suite 109 
Fort Worth, Texas 78108 Oafta•, Texas 75248 

817 429·6938 214 931-9898 or (600! 237-2635 

3724 N. Commerce SI. 
Fort Worth, TexAs 76106-2710 

(I! 17) 624-9882 or (BOO) 458-1535 

El\/\ Members Receive An AddlllonRI 5% Discount on Most Items. 



were talking, I was about 30 miles ahead after 2.5 
- hours, but there were many racers like me who 

weren't talking. 
The Grand Canyon slowly rolled by off my left. 

wing. Impressive, even from 17,500 feet. Enroute 
calculations showed very little wind effect at my 
altitude. Not the tailwind I had hoped for, but at 
least no headwind. As I approached Durango, 
Colorado, an innocuous little circle on my copy 
of a 12 hour prog chart started to loom on the 
horizon. 

What had been forecast as a few clouds was 
now a wall of clouds from 10,000 to 22,000 feet. 
As I approached, I looked North, South, high and 
low for a way past. It didn't look threatening. Just 
a big white cottony wall. Only one area was dark 
and remotely ominous. I gave this darkness a 
wide berth and started flying North along this 
wall. 

Mountain tops were obscured. The prospect 
of flying up a mountain valley at 200 mph was 
out of the question. (It turns out that the 
Corinthian class winner did fly the valleys.) Can't 
get under, let's try over. I might mention that the 
clouds were at least 21,100 feet high, but since 
you need to be on an IFR flight plan to fly that 
high, I won't. 

As I flew North, the clouds seemed more 
scattered. I thought it might be the northern limit 
of the clouds. It was actually the cloud mass 
expanding. The clouds below me seemed to be · 
getting more numerous, but just a few more 
minutes and I would see the north edge of the 
clouds. I was sure of it. 

I had been flying north, climbing and 
descending, picking my way through gradually 
narrowing spaces between clouds for nearly an 
hour. My plan was to get past the clouds, then 
determine my exact location and continue the 
race from there. I did not know exactly where I 
was, and now I couldn't pull up any VORs on my 
handheld. As I punched in other VOR frequencies 
from the chart, I realized that I probably wasn't 
near where dead reckoning said I should be. I 
was lost. 

I fought down a lump in my throat and tried 
not to visualize the article in next month's Sport 
Aviation about the dope who got lost over the 
Rockies in IMC and spiraled into a mountainside. 
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A slow turn back to the South revealed a 
cloudscape that looked nothing like what I had 
passed only a few moments ( seemed like hours), 
ago. But there was a gap and it was through this 
gap I proceeded. 

For 35 minutes I slowly descended and picked 
my way generally southward. Suddenly, a large 
break in the clouds revealed a lake and I knew 
where I was. Yes, to the south was that same 
dark cloud area I avoided earlier. If all else fails, I 
can get back to Four Corners Airport. 

The race was over for me. Any one on an IFR 
flight plan was now nearly 2 hours ahead. While I 
was deciding what to do next, I flew a little 
closer to the dark area and saw that it was widely 
scattered rainshowers, and clear skies lay beyond 
it to the South. As I popped out into clear skies 
near Los Alamos, I turned East toward Dallas. 
The aux tanks were low, but with 33 gallons in 
the main tanks nonstop to Dallas was easy. After 
i landed at Addison, I called DuPage tower and 
informed them where I was, and that I would not 
be finishing the race. The message was not 
relayed, and eventually a search and rescue 
operation was initiated that has resulted in more 
than a few jokes at my expense. 

For me the most important thing to come out 
of this race was the realization I screwed up. 
There was no one big mistake, but a series of 
little bad decisions added up to a potentially life 
threatening situation. I trace the problem back to 
my ·state of mind. I knew from all my flying and 
reading that you must leave yourself an out. 
When put into a race situation, the first thing I 
did was fly myself into a sack. Whether it is race 
pressure, business pressure, or get-home-itis, 
don't let anything override conservative, safe 
flying habits. 

I am not proud to say that after 12 years of 
flying and reading and studying I unconciously 
discarded common sense at the first opportunity. 
With any luck these words will stick in just one 
person's mind, and when that pilot makes the first 
little compromise with safe flying practices, an 
alarm will go off in their head and they can avert 
disaster. Or, at least avoid that gut twisting 
feeling that they may die, and it will be their own 
fault. I felt that very real possibility for over 2 
hours, and nobody needs that. I am sure that any 
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pilot that reads this will have a list of many more 
mistakes I made. I know of about ten I did not 
even touch on here, so don't feel obligated to 
point them out to me. Just be aware that 
conscious knowledge is shaped by mood, fatigue, 
emotional state, and many other factors we 
cannot control. What we can control is the habits 
we develop as pilots. So, when the stuff hits the 
fan and we are tired or stressed, what we will fall 
back on are the habits we have built up over the 
years. If they are safe habits, you have a chance. 
If they are bad habits, you may not have one last 
gap to squeeze through. 

D.E. CHRISTIANSEN, 0.0., P.A. 
Family Medicine 

Aviation Medical Examiner 

Office 298-6174 
Ans. Service 521-4111 

222 S. Cedar Ridge 
Duncanville, Texas 75116 
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,. .. ~-. =~u.1~ .. d~.:.:.-
' .. 21 fl~•nl Ry.,- r•IH ., • J t.llM I ,. .. ,. .. ..,..__us 
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Submitting Articles to Hangar Echoes 
The editor welcomes input and articles from Chapter 

168 members on topics related to sport aviation. It is 
preferred that submissions be made on an MS-DOS floppy 
disk (5 1/4" or 3 1/2"). A number of file formats can be 
imported by the editor, but ASCII text is the lowest 
common denominator. All disks and artwork will be 
returned. 

Hangar Echoes is composed using Microsoft Word for 
Windows 2.0 running under Windows 3.1. The masters 
are printed on an HP Laserjet IIIP. 

Classifieds: Aviation ads can be placed by Chapter 
members free of charge. 

For Sale: 2 sets of flush nav lights suitable for 
RV -6 or other aircraft. $20 per set. Call Mel 
Asberry at 214/517-5070 evenings. 

Wanted: The following parts are needed for a 
Ranger 200 HP engine: 

1 set 0.005" oversize rings 
1 CTR main bearing 0.10" under 
1 set major overhaul gaskets and seals 

Would also appreciate leads on the location of 
these parts. Call Harold Troxel at 214/492-5530. 

LAKEVIEW AIRPORT 
Rentals Include J3 Cub and C- 150 
Lake Dallas ..•...... 817-497-7496 

USED 
PAln'S 

BUY & SELL 
DAMAGED OR DISABLED 

AIRCRAFT 

Air 
Salvage 

Of 
Dallas 

Lancaster Airport 

1361 Ferris Road 
Lancaster. TX 75146 

AIRCRAFT 
R.E:.rRIEVAL 

(2 14) 227•1111 
(800) 336-6399 

FAX (2 14) 227-6 176 
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EAA Chapter 168 Officers 

President Gary Hansen 416-0099 
Vice President Monroe McDonald 352-1564 
Secretary Sam Cooper 343-0501 
Treasurer Don Lewis 661-1946 
H.E.Editor Sam Cooper 343-0501 

Board of Jerry Bidle 517-0946 
Directors Don Christiansen 298-6531 

Johnnie Eskue 231-5217 
Les Palmer 241-4387 
Frank Prokop 495-2565 
Brownie Seals 248-4335 
Jay Shear 243-3007 

Technical Mel Asberry 517-5070 
Counselors Owen Bruce 231-3946 

Steve Marchand 475-0571 
Brownie Seals 248-4335 
Jim Rushing 727-5630 

Advertising Faye Troxel 492-5530 
Chapter Trailer open 
Data Processing Rance Rupp 288-8452 
Fly-ins open 
Gov't Liason Mutt Way 416-4692 
Librarian Ernie Ludwick 241-1185 
Meetings Ralph Haroldson 358-3710 
Safety Officer Mel Asberry 517-5070 
Tool Custodian Ernie Ludwick 241-1185 
Young Eagles Gery! Mortensen 250-4719 

~- Airplanes 

~-

Instruments 
Engines 

Radios 

BOBBY'S PLANES 'N PARTS INC. 
320 F.M. 1885 E. 

Weatherford, TX 76086 

BOBBY OSBORN 

FINA 
presents: 

Jan Col/mer 
Aerobatics 
Pitts S2B 
Low Level Aero Performance 

• Torque Rolls e 
• Ta ri Slides 
• Snap roll on take off · . F f_N A 

and final approach-
A Real Crowd Pleaser 

817·682·4220 

Jan Collmer · 
1 4368 Proton Road 
Dallas, TX 75244 
(214) 233-1589 
Fax(214) 233-0481 


