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Memories of a Friend and a Pilot Mechanic 
BY JAN C OLLMER 

B.T. "Bill" Lawler, Jr. died of an unexpected heart Bill loved to fix things. He had for many years 
attack on March 3, 1995. Bill was 70 years old and in been a pit crewman at the Reno Air Races, fixing 
apparent good health working on the annual inspec- everything from small Bi-planes to big unlimited 
tion of my Fina Pitts on the morning of his death. racers. His many years in the Navy, thirty years plus 

For years, Bill has enlivened the west side of at Braniff Airlines/Dalfort Aviation and uncounted 
Addison Airport with his r;!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!;I hours and years of 
keen sense of humor and b b l' d -be t bonds \t h maintenance work for 
feisty personality. O ' 1 aves ippe, t surir,y . 0J eiart individuals made him a 
Nothing happened at the bottomless source of 
airport that Bill did not And danced the skies on "laughter-silvered wings; information to all who 
know about. The best built private aircraft, 
sight a pilot could have Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth restored vintage craft 
when his plane was or just attempted to do 
broken down at Addison Of sun-split clouds - and done a hundred things some of their own 
Airport was to see Bill maintenance work. 
racing up in his old You have not dreamed of - wheeled and soared In eleven years of 
maroon Cougar with a airshow technical 
complete tool box and a and swung inspections, I have never 
willingness to help been out of perfect order, 
(without regard to com- High in the sunlit silence. Hovering there, in both aircraft and log 
pensation many times). book, with many an 

In December 1994, I've chased the shoutina wind a/ona, and nuna inspector commenting 
at the ICAS Convention o o: J"1 o on the neatness and 
in Reno, Bill and I thoroughness of my 
walked into the exhibit My eager craft through footless halls of air. logs, all done by Bill. 
hall and Steve Oliver If anyone suggested that 
(the Pepsi Chipmunk up, up the long, delirious, burning blue they might tum a screw 
pilot) came charging up on my plane, Bill in his 
to greet Bill. Turned out, I've topped the windswept heights gruff manner (and it 
Bill had gotten him fixed was pretty gruff!) would 
up and flying on an with easy grace let them know that "NO 
emergency basis at ONE" touched the Fina 
Addison Airport two 1v!l.~~ '- .i. -'~ n,,,,,, Pitts but him! w r.Mt-e never iur", or even eagw J'~w. 
years previous. Many Bill was honest, 
others of whom Bill had And, while with silent, lifting mind I've trod conscientious and loyal. 
helped at one airshow or Can anyone ask more of 
another over the years a friend? He will be 
also greeted Bill warmly The high untrespassed sanctity of space, missed, indeed. 
on his first and last 
visit to ICAS. Put out my lxlnd, and touched the face of God. 
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April Bib Fly-in 
Our April 8th Fly-in will be held at McKinney 
Municipal Airport. Our hosts will be Juli and Tom 
Ferraro. The Chapter 168 trailer will be there, lunch at 
about 12 noon. Tom's hangar is #319, which is located 
on the south side of the northern hangar in the set of 
two large white hangars south of the terminal building 
(i.e. on the right hand side of the row between the two 
white southern hangars). 

N 
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April 4th Meeting 
Our April 4th Meeting will be held at the Farmers 
Branch Library, located on the Northwest comer of 
Webbs Chapel and Golfing Green Drive. The meeting 
will be held in the auditorium and will begin at 6:30 
p.m. and finish at 8:45 p.m. The Program has yet to 
be determined. 
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Farmers Branch Manske Library, NW corner of Webbs Chapel 
,and Gol~ng Green Dr. First Tuesday in March, 6:30 - 8:45 pm. 

April Calendar 
April 4; Regular Meeting 
Farmers Branch Manske Library, 6:30 pm-8:45 pm 

April 8; Fly-in at McKinney Municipal Airport 

Aprll I 3: Directors Meeting 
Farmers Branch Manske Library, 7:00 pm-8:45 pm 

Aprll ZS: Hangar Echoes Assembly 

Director's Meeting, 3/18/85 
~ The March Hangar Echoes Newsletter assembly 
will be held at the home of Don Christiansen. 

~ Skyline visit or a Superior Air Parts talk are 
considered for the 4/4 meeting. 

~ Richard Robbins will check on a tour of the ME-
262 factory at Meacham for the 4/8 Airport Meeting. 

~ The following were elected to the Board of 
Directors at the last meeting: 
Marvin Brott, Clair Button, Don Christiansen, 
Gary Hansen, Jay Shear, Brownie Seals, Tom Lewis. 

~ Steve Hom has agreed to continue to do the 
newsletter through June or July. 

~ Faye Troxel will continue to handle advertising. 

~ Scott Christiansen may handle the Young Eagles. 

~ Reg Gaddis, a CFI from Sherman EAA Chap 323, 
discussed having a joint BFR in May. 

~ Volunteers are needed for the All American Sport 
Aviation Fly-in at Alliance in late August. Free 
admission would be offered for 10 hours of service. 

~ A group that has restored a Lockheed Constellation 
is planning to tour the US April-Sept. and needs a 
sponsor for this area. 

~ Sam passed out Shoulder Chevrons for '95 Chapter 
officers and counselors. 

~ Don Christiansen offered a ride behind his freshly 
overhauled engine for the next door prize. 

Hangar Echoes Assembly 
The Hangar Echoes assembly will be held April 25th at 
the home of Tom Moe, 13 Cimarron Trail, Lucas, 442-
7997 starting at 7 :00 pm. His house is near the intersec
tion of Parker Road and FM 2551 near Southfork Ranch. 
Tom is currently building a PT-2. 
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A letter From The Presi• ... 

Dear Fellow Members, 

Our fly-in season started to get back in full swing, as it usually does, at the March 11th 
Rockwall Fly-in. The stiff breeze kept a few folks home, but six airplanes flew in (3 of 
them Experimentals), as well as Weldon Yokochi in his gyroplane. I want to thank Marilyn 
and Don Massey, and Sandie and Nick Nickle for graciously hosting us at the airport. 

The elections for our 1995 Board of Directors were held during the March Meeting. 
The new Board, which is listed elsewhere in this newsletter, takes office on April 1st. 
I want to thank the following 1994 Board Members for providing their assistance and 
input to myself and the other elected Officers: Mel Asberry; Don Christiansen; Gary 
Hansen; Tom Lewis; Monroe McDonald; Les Palmer; and Jay Shear. Their contributions 
helped to ease the load for the Officers. 

I want to welcome another Volunteer Officer for 1995. Faye Troxel will be handling 
our newsletter Advertising once again. She has done a fine job with this task for the last 
several years. Thanks, Faye, for stepping forward again. The Chapter still needs to replace 
our Young Eagles Officer. 

On March 13th, Ann and Mel Asberry, and I attended the first large planning meeting 
for the All-American Sport Aviation Fly-in (August 25-27 at Alliance Airport). Steve Horn 
was unable to attend. Planning for the event is well underway and proceeding quickly. 
Several large sponsors (Kroger and Fuji among others), have been obtained. Two runways 
will be active during the Fly-in. The Tower chief is also involved in the planning this year. 
I expect it to be a larger, and better event in '95. New volunteers are stepping forward to 
help the "veterans'' of last year. More help is needed. We hope that you will consider giving 
us a hand either planning, or running, the event. 

On March 18-19 I attended Alexander Aeroplane Company's Composite Basics 
Workshop at the Denton Municipal Airport. The event was well organized and run. By my 
guess they had between 80-100 students for the five classes they were teaching. We had 
about 27 students in the composites class, with 3 instructors. I had a good time, learned 
a lot, got to practice some, made some mistakes, and lowered my discomfort level on 
working with composite materials. While the class was not free or inexpensive, I felt I got 
my money's worth. Materials, tools and instructors do not come free. Alexander is coming 
back to Denton in March '96, I am sure other Chapter members would find their 
Workshops useful. 

I want to thank Monroe McDonald for hosting our February 28th Hangar Echoes 
newsletter assembly. Monroe's BD-4 restoration/rebuild is proceeding along nicely. 

Because of a long, last minute business trip, I will be out of town for both our April 
Meeting and BOD Meeting. I am not pleased by this turn of events, but know that my 
fellow Officers can carry on just fine without me. Fortunately, my previously planned 
vacation to Sun 'N Fun will still happen. I hope to see some of you there. 

Let's keep building and restoring, so we can keep them, and us, flying. 
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BY JAN COLLMER 

The Cessna 210 is an extremely reliable combination 
of airframe and engine, proved by the fact that N7496E, 
a 1960 model. is a survivor of 34 years of use. On a 
Sunday, November 27, 1994, the sounds of a box of 
shaking nuts and bolts suddenly replaced what should 
have been the sweetly humming engine and instantly 
brought lumps to the throats of three out of the four 
people in Cessna 7496E, then cruising southbound 
across Oklahoma, in route to Addison airport in 
Dallas from Salina, Kansas. 

The one person who seemed to enjoy the six or 
seven minutes of shaking and rattling unpowered 
flight was my fourteen month old grandson, Danny 
Sharplaz. At least, he slumbered on and didn't complain, 
and then, even rejoiced during our two hour, unplanned 
stay at Perry, Oklahoma while waiting for Charlie 
Jirik to fly up in Averille Dawson's Navajo (a light 
twin engine plane) to pick us up. And the rest of us, 
my daughter Kathy and, co-owner and mechanic, Bill 
Lawler and I were never happier and more thankful to 
see the Perry runway in our windshield after 10 miles 
of gliding flight determined that the engine had broken 
off a cylinder, severely unbalancing the engine and 
providing a hammer in the form of the piston connect
ing-rod to pound the crankcase into scrap metal in just 
a few seconds. We have yet to uncover the exact cause. 

The frightening sounds, the shuddering vibration, 
and the stream of dark oil coating the windshield and 
restricting forward visibility all combined to strike a 
large measure of terror in our hearts send more than 
adequate adrenaline coursing through our circulatory 
system, speeded by pounding hearts. Fortunately, 
my years of Navy training ad many more years of 
experience yielded a surprising sense of confidence 
that the final outcome would be OK even though 
arrival at ground level would be very certain and 
immediately in our future! 

Step one, fly the airplane and tum toward 
Interstate Highway 35, some six or seven miles east 
of us. 135 represents one of the world's longest 
runways, stretching north and south all the way from 
Canada to the Gulf of Mexico with two strips of 
concrete, each forty feet wide (including the shoulders). 
The only problem was that it was heavily laden with 
Sunday afternoon traffic, but probably was still 
useable. One of the unusual and positive realities of 

freeways is that the traffic runs in small bunches with 
sometimes mile long spaces with little or no traffic 
openings ideal for landing a plane if you have some 
altitude and can "pick" your spot a little in advance. 
Not impossible at all since our starting altitude was 
6,500' above the ground and visibility was excellent. 

Step two, punch the WPT (waypoint) button on 
the GPS (global positioning system) to get bearing 
and distance to the nearest airport which happened to 
be Perry at 058 degrees, 9.9 nautical miles (about 10.5 
statute miles), a long glide but maybe close enough. 
Decide at 135! Fortunately, we had a little tailwind 
from the west, without which, we would have been 
forced to choose 135 or some other roadway. 

Step three, change radio frequency to 121.5 and 
declare, "Mayday, Mayday, Mayday," the international 
distress cal which alerts any monitor on that frequency 
that the shit has hit the fan! A strong voice form 
somewhere answered immediately and suggested we 
set our radar transponder on code 7700 which allows 
any and all radar's to get a flashing signal from our 
exact location. We should have already done that 
but in the excitement, I had forgotten this priceless 
survival tool. The 7700 "squawk" tells everyone 
where to look for a downed plane by knowing where 
it was on its way down. Once you're on the ground, 
it's too late, the radar can no longer "see" you. 
However, all aircraft also have a battery powered 
emergency beacon transmitter on board that has a 
"gravity" switch which causes it to come on in a real 
crash. The beacon can be manually triggered if a safe 
off airport landing is made. Any aircraft in the general 
vicinity will hear the beacon and report it, launching 
a search of that area. Searchers, by flying various 
directions and listening for a stronger or weaker 
signal, can pin down the location to a few square 
miles or less. Of course, if you're on 135, the state 
highway patrol will be by your side in minutes. 

This day we were lucky and when we got to 135, 
I judged that there was still adequate altitude to go on 
to the airport, another three miles east of the freeway. 
I had a slightly sinking feeling as we moved east of a 
perfectly good landing strip, the freeway. 

I carefully judged each and every possible landing 
surface between us and the airport just in case my 
judgement of height and remaining distance was bad. 
There was ample supply of small roads which would 
have been relatively safe but almost certainly would 
have caused wing or other damage to the plane if they 
were used. Too many fences, mailboxes, signs and 
most dreadful, power and phone poles and wires 
which line the edges of most country roads, OK for 
my short winged Pitts but not so good for the long 
wings of a C-210. 
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Once we had the field made, a huge sense of relief 
and exhilaration swept through me. Even though I'd 
been assuring all aboard that we were in good shape, 
I really wasn't sure until we were a mile out at about 
800 feet above the ground. Then, landing gear down, 
and it came down! And locked! 

At a half mile out, we had about 500 feet of 
surplus altitude and I put down full flaps to add drag 
and steepen our descent. At 200 feet, I pulled back to 
help flaps to ease our deceleration rate and allow a 
smooth flare to landing. We touched down at the one 
third point and rolled to the end of the 5000 foot 
paved runway and coasted around onto the taxiway, 
clear of the runway. Switches off. WOW! 

Welcome to Perry, Oklahoma. Never thought it 
would look so good! 

We had a 20 knot 90 degree left crosswind on 
landing and we now stepped out into the 45 degree 
bluster to decode: what next. The whole left side of 
the plane was oil coated including the cowling and the 
windshield. Some piece of the engine poked up 
through the top and the left side bulged in a grotesque, 
oily manner. I don' t like the looks of broken machinery 
and when we peered inside the cowling it was pretty 
messy with the left rear cylinder completely detached 
and laying on the broken exhaust manifold. Thankfully, 
there was no fire and the engine mounts held securely. 

As Bill and I started to walk for help, an old 
Buick came roaring down the taxiway., Comically, the 
driver inquired if we were number 7496 Echo and 
when we said yes, he started to tum around and leave! 
We insisted he wait for Kathy and Danny to get out of 
the plane and ride the half mile back to the small 
headquarters. He said he had to hurry back and call 
the FAA and the local Sheriff to tell them the plane 
was down safely. We calmed him down long enough 
to get Mother, baby and diaper bag plus Bill and I in 
the car for the ride back. We had to convince him that 
the plane would not go on its own power. His priority 
was the emergency at the FAA office at the other end 
of the phone line, not the real emergency sitting on 
the end of his runway still dripping copious amounts 
of oil onto the taxiway. 

To their credit, the Feds had correctly noted our 
location and problem and they were already the process 
of dispatching search planes from Oklahoma City. 
They had also alerted the local Sheriff's department 
and numerous cars were converging on our last known 
location, just south of the airport. The response, both 
in time and magnitude, was very impressive. After a 
few quick calls, everything began to cool down, 
especially pilot and passengers. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 

Airplanes 
Instruments 

Engines 
Radios 

BOBBY'S PLANES 'N PARTS INC. 
320 F.M. 1885 E. 

WEATHERFORD, TX 76086 

BOBBY OSBORN 

Aircraft Retrieval 
Damaged Aircraft Storage 

Stephen Smith 

FINA 
presents: 
Jan Collmer 
Aerobatics 
PiMS2B 

817-682-4220 

Used Parts 
Buy & Sell Problem Aircraft 

(214) 227-1111 
(800) 336-6399 

FAX (214) 227-6176 

Low Level .Aero Performance 

• Torque Rolls e 
• Tail Slides Fl NA 
• Snap roll 011 take off 

and final approach 
A Real Crowd Pleaser 

Jan Collmer 
14368 Proton Road 
Dallas, TX 75244 
(214) 233-1589 
Fnx (214) 23.1··0481 

(214) 840-1400 BUSINESS 
(214) 864-0346 FAX 
(214) 494-4153 RESIDENCE 

BILL WISLEY 
Sales Associate 

COLDWELL BANKER 
APEX, REALTORS"" 
3001 S. FIFTH 
GARLAND, TX 750~ 1 
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As many of your probably already know, EAA 
Chapter 168 has purchased a number of tools which 
are made available to the chapter members on a short 
term loan basis. It is requested that these tools be used 
by chapter members on their personal projects, and 
that they be replaced by the user if completely 
destroyed during use (in other words, don't use the 
timing light to get that finicky distributor cap loose). 
And, unlike most things these days, this service is 
provided free of charge. 

Below is a listing of the tools. If you need to 
borrow one, just call our friendly Tool Custodian 
Ernie Ludwick at (214) 241-1185. He's always glad 
to help. 

Greenlee Instrument Punches 

Height Gauge 

Dzus Fastening Tool 

Magneto Timing Light 

Tachometer Checker 

Differential Compression Tester 

Swaging Tool 

Tube Cutter 

Flaring Tool 

Cable Tensionometer 

Borescope 

Instrument Hole Cutter 

Tube Bender 

*Weight & Balance Kit 
*Comes fully equipped with a friendly, 
knowl~dgeable Technical Counselor. 

George Carroll (214) 637-3598 

AIRCRAFT SUPPLY COMPANY 
7204 P ARWELK 

(ANSON & HINES Near Boy Scout Bldg.) 

DALLAS, TEXAS 75235 

AN • MS • NAS HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES 

D.E. CHRISTIANSEN, D.O., P.A. 
Family Medicine 

Aviation Medical Examiner 

Office 298-617 4 
Ans. Service 521-4111 

222 S. Cedar Ridge 
Duncanville, Texas 75116 

Office Hours By Appointment 

TEX-AIR PARTS, INC. 

ii 
DISTRIBUTOR FOR AVIATION SUPPLIES 

D~ & Fabric Su~les 

Beech/Cessna/Mooney /Piper 
Aircraft Parts 

Over 100,000 Different Part Numbrs in Stock 
All instock items Priced at WHOLESALE or Below. 

When It comes to SERVICE, AVAILABILITY, end VERY COMPETITIVE PRICING try, 
TEX-AIR FOR ALL YOUR AVIATION IIEEDS. 

Meacham Field Airport - Branch AdcflSOO Airport • Branch 
4201 N. Mein St., Bldg N2 4500 Rltllff Ln., Suite 109 
Fort Worth, Texas 76106 Delles, T exn 75248 

(8171 429-8936 (2141931-9898 or 18001 237-2635 

Main Office 
3724 N. Commerce St. 

Fort Worth, Texes 76106-2710 
(817182._9882 or (8001 458-1535 

EAA Members Receive an Adcltlonal 5o/o Discount on Most Items. 
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1 885 Board of Directors 
The elections for the seven 1995 Board of Directors 
positions were held during the March Meeting. The 
1995 Board of Directors, which takes office on April 
1st, are as follows: 

Marvin Brott 
Don Christiansen 
Tom Lewis 
Jay Shear 
Clair Button 
Gary Hansen 
Brownie Seals 

We would like to welcome the new Board members to 
their posts, and thank all of the members who volun
teered to run. Finally, we need to thank last year's 
Board, five of whom are continuing on, for volunteer
ing their time and efforts during 1994 to help run 
Chapter 168 smoothly. Thanks to: Mel Asberry; 
Don Christiansen; Gary Hansen; Tom Lewis; 
Monroe McDonald; Les Palmer; and Jay Shear. ~ 

Regional Events 
Fly-in on Saturday, April 22 at Quanah Municipal 
Airport (F0 1) located west of Wichita Falls, TX. 
From 6:00 am to 4:00 pm, free breakfast to fly-in 
arrivals from 6:00 to 10:00 am. Sponsored by Quanah 
Flying Service. A limited amount of fuel will be 
available for classic and warbird aircraft. Contact: 
Quanah Flying Service, 817-663-2311. 

Spring Fly-in/Dance/Boat Party on Saturday April 
29th by Fighter Escort Wings and Lake Murray 
Marina. Start at 11 :00 am at Ardmore Municipal 
Airport (ADM), tours of F.E.W. facilities till 1 :00 pm, 
light lunch available, 2:30 pm fly-by of Marina, fol
lowed by a Boat Party at the Marina. A flyer will be 
at the April Meeting. contact: Ron Renzelman, 
F.E.W., 405-389-5452. 

Plane Wash sponsored by the newest EAA chapter in 
Texas. Sulphur Springs Sport Aviation Association 
EAA Chapter 1094 will be having a plane wash, with 
a $20.00 suggested donation, on Saturday, April 22. 
The event will begin at 10:00 am and run until the 
water runs out. The event will be held at Sulphur 
Springs Airport and there will be hot dogs and drinks 
available. ~ 

April Meeting Door Prize 
Don Christiansen has donated a ride in his RV-4 as 
the door prize at our April Meeting. So here is your 
chance to experience some of that RV grin we all see 
and hear so much about. The visibility in the aft seat 
has to be very close to that in a military fighter. 
Because of aft center of gravity limitations in the 
RV-4, the winner must weight 210 pounds or less, 
and be 6' 2" or shorter. ~ 

EAA Major Achievement 
Award Nominations 
The 1995 EAA Major Achievement Award is present
ed each year to individuals whose contributions are 
felt to have produced outstanding benefits to sport 
aviation and EAA. The nominations for this award are 
submitted by fellow EAAers through the Chapter 
family. The EAA is soliciting our nominations, which 
must be received on, or before, May 15, 1995. If you 
have any nominations, bring the name up during the 
April Meeting, or please contact one of the Chapter 
Officers. ~ 

The Start of a 
Composite Education 
By Sam Cooper 
Over the weekend of March 18-19, I attended the 
Composite Basics Workshop put on by Alexander 
Aeroplane Company at the Denton Municipal Airport. 
We had lectures, demonstrations, and a practice 
project. For the project we: hotwired a canard wing 
section from foam; added the shear web; put in the 
bottom spar cap; and added the bottom wing skin. 
I felt it was a solid introduction to moldless 
composite construction. 

At this point in time, I am only somewhat familiar 
with the details of moldless construction methods 
pioneered by Burt Rutan. but, with these methods it 
is often difficult for the novice builder to produce 
strong, lightweight parts that only need a minimum 
of finishing. Wetting the fabric in place, and stippling 
it to fully wet it out, has led to many resin rich, heavy, 
and weak composite parts. These methods require 
time and practice to perfect one's skills. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 
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Make: Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress 
Moclel: "G" Model 
Dellvery Date: May 18, 1945 
Crew: 10-Pilot, Co-pilot, Navigator, Bombardier, 
Engineer, Radio Operator, 2 Waist Gunners, Tail Gunner, 
Ball Turret Gunner 
Engines: 4 Wright 1820 (1,200 h.p. each) 
Gross Weight: 65,500 lbs. 
Fuel Capacity: 3,630 Gallons (all tanks) 
Fuel Consumption: 200 gallons per hour 
Wing Span: 103 feet, 9 inches 
Length: 7 4 feet, 9 inches 

, 
BELA'S AIRCRAFT 
ENG. AND ACCY. SHOP 

F.A.A. CERTIFIED REPAIR STATION SG1R479K 
2711 BROOKFIELD 

DALLAS, TEXAS 75235 

BELAAMBRUS 
ENGINE SPECIALIST 21 4/351 - 1 172 

LAKEVIEW AIRPORT 
Rentals Include J3 Cub and C-150 
Lake Dallas .... Metro 817-321-6226 

Height: 19 feet, 1 inch 
Range: 2,000 miles at 182 m.p.h. at 10,000 feet 
~ervlce Celllng: 35,600 feet 
Bomb Loacl: 8,000 pounds 
Top Speecl: 305 m.p.h. (red line) 
Cruise Speecl: 160 m.p.h. 
Number Bullt: More tlian 1 2,700 
Colors: 398th Bomb Group 

This airplane is based at the Eagle Hangar inside the EAA Air 
Adventure Museum in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. She'll be on the 
ramp at the 1995 EAA All -American Sport Aviation Fly-in 
held at Alliance Airport in Fort Worth this August. 

Avr ENGINEERING CO. ~ 
HURST, TEXAS'"" ~ 

RAYMOND MORT, P.E. 
Regist.ered Engineer 

324 Hillview Drive 
Hurst, Texas 76054 

Bus. (817) 282-6940 
FAX(817)282-6969 

FRED ZIMR/NG 
EAA Legal Advisory Council 

Zimring & Langley, P.C. 
Office Alpha 
13140 Coit Rd., Suite 203 
Dallas, TX 75240 
(214} 437-3700 

EAA 
EAA Aviation Center 
P.O. Box 3086 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54903-3086 
(414} 426-4800 
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MAYDAY CONTINUED 

While I had bee confident of my ability to handle 
just such an emergency, I really never expected to 
have to deliver. A half hour after we landed, my hands 
began to shake as the adrenaline drained from my 
system and I contemplated our good fortune under the 
circumstances and just how lucky we were to have 
put down on a good long, wide paved strip. 

I can' t say that I have accumulated any new flying 
fears since I've always know that one consequence of 
a single engine plane can be an unpleasant landing with 
little or no power. I never fly cross country without 
being aware of places to land as I go. I like interstates 
the best as wide, mostly wire free destinations. 

To her credit, Kathy has been able to make several 
more flights since this event, overcoming the natural 
fear that surrounds flying for many people, as well as 
the very real and justified fear of a true emergency 
situation. As for me, I feel even better prepared to 
deal with the next one, should it ever happen. ~ 

ProSource·· 
Wholesale Floorcoverings 

3235 Skylane 
Suite 125 

Red Marron 

Carrollton, Texas 75006 
(214) 250-4040 

Fax (214) 250-6615 

E-V-~ 
Portable Batteries Replacement Lighting Magnetic Media-Tapes 

Don H. Webb 
1350 East Arapaho, Suite #126 

Richardson, Texas 75081 
(214) 231-5351 

FAX: (214) 231-2269 
1-800-776-5267 

Elect-A-Van Service, Inc. 

Sun 'N' Fun Travel lps 
BY JoHN CLARY 

A short list of helpful hints for camping at Sun'N'Fun from the 
laboratory oflgor's Master. 

1. Things will get wet, make sure your things don't by using plastic 
bags and waterproof sheets. When packing, place each day ' s worth 
of clothes inside a plastic garbage bag and seal tightly. Then put all 
the bags inside another bag and seal. A pair of overhand knots in 
the top of the bag is usually sufficient to keep clothes dry, as long 
as you don't immerse them for an extended period of time. 

2. Your feet will get wet, have an extra pair of dry socks per day, 
separate from the clothes you packed in the plastic bag while you 
were following tip #1 above. 

3. Use the strongest insect repellent you can tolerate. If allergic to 
insect bites, make sure you have all medications you need on your 
person. The bugs in Florida get an 11 month growing season, so 
they have lots of time to multiply and find your hide for dinner. 

4. Use a sunblock, you will spend lots of time outdoors and you 
haven' t had the time to start a natural tan. I use SPF 45, but you 
might only need 15. Make sure you reapply on sensitive skin as 
needed, before you bum. If you can, find a combined sunblock and 
insect repellent. 

5. Protect your campsite against insects by spraying the outside of 
your tent, or the screens of your camper, with insecticide when you 
leave in the AM. You might also want to spray the ground around 
the perimeter with bug killer and the inside with repellent. 
Remember, there are lots of bugs in FL, and most of them think 
humans make a great light snack. 

6. Wear good shoes or hiking boots, and make sure they are broken 
in well before you leave. This is an airport, with mile long runways 
and longer distances between the interesting sights and sounds and 
your campsite. You might end up putting 10 or 15 miles a day on 
your feet, you need to take care of them. Sore feet distract from the 
fine spectacle of an EAA Convention. 

7. Make sure all your sleeping gear is aired out if possible, every 
day. Not a vital concern, but it will make crawling into that sleeping 
bag even more comfortable if it has been allowed to air out and dry. 

8. Don't keep food inside your tent unless you like sleeping with ants. 

9. Have Fun. ~ 

' RUTHIE'S 
.)WINDSOCK. CAFE) 

Breakfast, Lunch And Daily Specials-Homemade Pies & Cobblers 

AERO COUNTRY 
AIRPORT TX05 

Hours: Mon-Fri 8-2 
Sat-Sun 8-5 
Closed Tuesday 
214-347-3077 
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COMPOSITE EDUCATION CONT. 

However, some of the different methods taught during 
the Workshop made it fairly straightforward for me, 
a first timer, to produce an acceptable part. So, I 
thought it might be useful to pass some of these ideas 
along. Some of you have already figured out these 
techniques by yourself. 

To prepare a fabric layup, we first cut a piece of 
the appropriate fabric slightly oversize, one inch per 
side. A slightly larger piece of plastic bagging film 
was cut, and the desired final wetted fabric outline 
was drawn on one side with a marker. A slightly over
size piece of peel ply was also prepared. The fabric 
piece was then weighed, and the proper amount of 
epoxy resin for a 50/50 resin/fabric weight ration was 
calculated and mixed. the fabric was then laid on the 
prepared bagging film, marked side away from the 
fabric, on a flat table surface. The fabric was then 
uniformly wet out on the table using squeegees, and 
a brush if necessary. It was plainly obvious when the 
fabric was completely wet, and I knew it was not 
resin rich. 

The wetted fabric and bagging film was then 
trimmed to size using the earlier outline. the cutting 
did tend to distort the edges a bit, but there was less 
fraying than if those edges had been heavily worked 
to wet them out. The fabric/film was then placed on 
the prepared foam core, and squeegeed into place. 
The bagging film was then removed, and the peel ply 
applied over the fabric. The peel ply was squeegeed 
into place. This removed some of the excess resin 
from the layup, helping us get closer to the ideal ratio, 
which is usually below 40% resin and 60% fabric by 
weight. A little heat from a hand held hair dryer could 
be used to heat the resin and help it flow into the peel 
ply. The layup was then left to cure. 

Used in this fashion, the peel ply provides several 
advantages. Amine blush, moisture contamination of 
the resin which results in a tacky resin surf ace, will 
be confined primarily to the resin in the peel ply. the 
resin in the fabric is protected. Second, when it is 
removed, the resin surface on top of the fabric is 
fractured, which makes it a very good bonding 
surf ace for the next layup or the finish materials. 
Finally, the peel ply has removed some excess resin, 
which makes the part stronger and lighter. 

The peel ply should be left in place until further 
fabrication or finishing is needed on a surface. 
This will protect that surface from atmospheric 
contamination. ~ 

SPRUCE 4130 STEEL 
SPARS CAPS1ll'S TUBING SHEET 

PLYWOOD STITS 
MIL•P-6070 METRIC FAIRICS COATINGS 

ADHESIVES 
T-88 FAA APPROVED 

FOAM & FIBERGLASS 

HARDWARD 
AIRPLANI KITS 

KR-I &KR-2 
POL YURmtANE RESINS & C.OTH 

AEROMILLER 
Bruce Miller, Flight Instructor 

Airplane, Glider, or Taildragger 
Box 5.47, Prosper, TX 75078 

(21 4) 346-2831 

LONE STAR 
PILOT SHOP 

ADDISON AIRPORT 

LARRY & EARLETTE SHULTS 

457 4 CLAIRE CHENNAULT, DALLAS, TX 75248 

214/250-6781 

FAX 214/407-9383 

AERO COUNTRY ESTATES WEST 
Airport Residential Lots and Hanger sites. 

Restricted 
Municipal Water 

contact John Austln-1-34 7-2030 

TEXAS' GREATEST SPORT AIRPORT 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
Aviation ads (For Sale, Wanted, For 
Free, Etc.) can be placed by Chapter 
168 members free of charge. 
F~~ Sale: Flight Manual for RV-series aircraft, 4th 
ed1t1on, 46 pages, $9.50 postpaid. Maintenance 
Manual for RV-series aircraft, 5th edition, 102 
pages, $16.00 postpaid. Contact: Jim Lenahan; 
C.R. Supply, P.O. Box 46, Manitou Springs, 
co 80829. 

For Sale: MA3A Carburetor. P/N 10-3103, yellow 
tag-venturi and metal float, AD c/w by J&G 
Carburetor in July 94. $700, no exchange req'd. 
Earl Browning (214) 684-7670. 

For Sale: One McCauley 1-A-90CF7447 pro
peller, tip damage due to minor prop strike, started 
as a 74" prop, can be shortened below limits to 71 
1/2". Propeller obtained as insurance salvage. 
Propeller is out for bid, and will accept the high bid 
regardless of amount. Bid must be received (atten
tion Robert Haire) by mail or FAX on or before April 
21, 1995. Prc:>peller ~urrently located at Air Salvage 
of Dallas for inspection. Send to: Robert Haire· 
Somerset Aviation, Inc.; 3102 Oaklawn Ave., Suite 
880, Dallas, Texas 75219. Phone 214-526-2680 
FAX 214-526-2681. ' 

EO--US 
We would like to make you aware that as always, in 
past, present, and future, any communication issued 
by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, 
Inc., regardless of the form, format, and/or media used 
which includes, but is not limited to Hangar Echoes 
and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the 
light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and 
personal experience accounts. Anyone using ideas, 
opinions, information, etc., does so at their own 
discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or 
liability is expressed or implied and you are without 
recourse to anyone. Any event announced and/or 
listed herein is done so as a matter of information 
only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, 
involvement, control or direction of any event (this 
includes Oshkosh). Please read, listen, enjoy, and be 
careful out there. 

For Sale: Zenith CH200 project. Plans-built 
wings, flaps, ailerons, horz. tail. Most materia'I to 
complete airframe. Some parts made by ZENAIR. 
Plans, manual, all newsletters, $3750. Bill Koepp, 
214-348-4878, day or evenings. 

For Sale: Sonerai II Project-Low wing, tail 
dragger, 2 place. On gear. Have all parts to 
complete, including wing modification, 2180 cc VW 
(Monnett conversion), 0 hours. $4000.00. 
Gene: 214-424-9880. 

Ride Needed: I would like to join as 3rd or 4th 
passenger in a trip to Sun N Fun this April and 
share expenses. Your plane or we can rent one. 
Dror Solomon (214) 392-0468. 

Help Needed: Looking for a set of plans, and/or 
any other information (size, specs, etc.), on a 
W.A.R. Replicas F4U Corsair scale replica. 
Please call Shane Wilson at 903-968-6430. 

For Sale: Narco ESCORT II Nav/Com, 720 chan
nels (COM), 160 channels (VOR), 40 channels 
(LOC), 5 watt transmitter-$350. Azure Long 
Ranger Loran-C system, 99 waypoints, 9 flight 
plans, 30 hour rechargeable battery pack-$350. 
Both for $600. C.R. (Nick) Nickle, (214) 495-5139, 
after 6:00 PM. 
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