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Les Palmer's KR-2 First Flight 

HOLIDAY FESTIVITIES PLANNED FOR DEC. 5 

The Holiday Season is upon us again. Yes, it is the time of year for good food, friends and 
White Elephant gifts. As usual, we will have our annual Festivities at the December 5th regularly 
scheduled Chapter meeting at the Farmers Branch Manske Library. 

Continued on page 4 



BOD Meating 

The following meetings were announced: 
11/28 Newsletter Assembly- Don Christianson's. 
12/5 Christmas Party- library. Light refreshments and de
sert. 
12/9 Fly-in Lancaster Air Salvage Sale. Shuttle bus from Air
port. 
12/ 14 Board Meeting- library conference room. 12/26 
Newsletter Assembly -Asberry' s. 6524 Alamo Court, Plano. 

Tom Lewis made a motion that we accept the resignation of 
Ralph Haroldson as secretary and appoint Jerry Mrazek as re
placement. It was seconded and passed. 
The 1996 Insurance paperwork has been sent to National 
with a check. 
Vern Williams will check on a popup trailer that has been of
fered free by Steve Hailey to replace the existing trailer. 
The purchase of Richard Robbins' video projector was dis
cussed. Tom Lewis made a motion that we purchase it for 
$2000 including 1 year' s warrantee and storage. It was sec
onded and passed unanimously. 
Vern Williams, who was elected to replace Jerry Biddle as 
Treasurer in January, will take over now because Jerry is out 
of the country. 
Richard Robbins suggested that the Darrel Watson Mountain 
Flying program be presented in January. A T40 and a winter 
icing program were also sugested. 
Ann Asberry announced that the World Precision Flying 
Championship will be held at Meacham Field in Sept. next 
year. The local 99.s are responsible for the US Team. 
Rance Rupp noted that our Membership Form has a space 
for new applicants to note what they're interested in volunteer
ing for. We need to check these for workers. 
There is an NPRM out on medical self certification and the 
recreational pilot's license. 

--------.__ ;r: 

"Boy! The owuen wollld crou. If Ibey 1mew -•d bad GPS all alone-• 

Circulation: 250 copies printed. 
Equipment used: 386DX40 w/4Mb RAM, Sharp JX-450 
Color Scanner, NEC LC-890 Laser Printer. 

Software used: Windows 3.1, Ventura Publisher 4.0, Mi
crografix Picture Publisher, Omnipage (OCR), Freeze Frame 
(Graphics Convertion). 

Beltllne Road 
Brookhaven 

Valwood Pkwv. Club Drive 

Former l 1 ! Location a:: 
! • j l • Ill 

w !I 
.., 

u, \.. Ill N 
,c 

!Z i 
,c r! 

Amber Lane u Cl 

! 
:I o . 

New ~ l'J .., 
Location 

Valley View 

635-LBJ 

Calendar of Events 

December 5: Regular Meeting and Party at, 6:30 pm - 8:45 
pm at Farmers Branch Manske Library 

December 9: Fly-in at Lancaster Municipal Airport, 10:00 am 
- 2:00 pm, Luch will be at the cafe .. 

December 9: 10 - 50% off sale at Air Salvage of Dallas; 
Transportation will be availave to the airport. 

December 14: Director's Meeting at Farmers Branch Manske 
Library, 7:00 pm - 8:45 pm. 

I 
December 26: Hangar Echoes Assembly, Hosts Ann & Mell 
Asberry, 6524 Alamo Ct., Plano - 517-5070, starting at 7:00 
pm. 

Happy New Year 1996 

January 2: Regular Meeting at , 6:30 pm - 8:45 pm at Farm
ers Branch Manske Library 
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The President's Letter Sam Cooper 

Our November 7th Chapter Meeting was held at Skyline High School in East Dallas. We were 
very generously hosted by the staff and students of their A&P aviation program. After a short 
business meeting, several of the students presented a short program on weight and balance. We 
then walked over to the Cessna 152 set up on a set of electronic scales to observe their actual setup. 
It quickly became obvious that a good weight and balance involves a lot more than just rolling an 
airplane onto a set of scales. Careful setup and measurement is needed to produce good data. The 
members were then able to spend the rest of the evening inspecting the wide variety of aircraft, 
airframes, and powerplants the students have at their disposal. As one member said, "If I had had 
this in High School, I would still be there." 

The November 11th Chapter Fly-in at McKinney was blessed with clear and chilly weather due 
to the strong North wind blowing. It was very nice flying weather once you got above the turbulence 
down low however. Plenty of lift and power, smooth as glass, and just a touch of heat required. 
We had a reasonable Chapter member turnout for our last hot-dog lunch of the year. In addition, 
we were able to introduce a number of members of the TI Flying Club to homebuilt airplanes after 
their program done by Chapter 168 member Mel Asberry. 

A fellow Chapter member, Richard Robbins, provided a nice, long Young Eagles ride to several 
youths who also came to our Fly-in. Richard obviously enjoyed the ride at least as much as his 
passengers. 

As this will be my last column as Chapter President, I would like to take some space to thank a 
number of other volunteers who also helped make this Chapter run smoothly in 1995. My fellow 
elected Officers: Richard Robbins (VP); Ralph Haroldson (Sec.); Paul Johnson and Jerry Bidle 
(Treas.), ably shared the administrative tasks that had to be done. Steve Horne, and then Cris 
Harrison created our Chapter newsletters. Our numerous appointed Officers handled everything 
from Advertising to Young Eagles: Faye Troxel; Vern Williams; Rance Rupp; Sue Whitesell; 
Gary Glaser; Ernie Ludwick; Bo Bauereis; Bob and Peggy Fry; Mel Asberry; and Scott 
Christensen. 

In addition, I want to thank the Board of Directors who enthusiastically provided support and 
assistance throughout the year. They helped to spread the load around. They were: Marvin Brott; 
Clair Button; Don Christiansen; Gary Hansen; Tom Lewis; Brownie Seals; and Jay Shear. 

Finally, the Chapter also enjoys the services of a large and capable group of Technical Counselors 
and Flight Advisors. The following individuals ably contributed their time and expertise so that 
the rest ofus can fly more safely: Mel Asberry; Owen Bruce; Steve Marchand; Brownie Seals; 
and Gene Spauding. 

The December Meeting will feature the Chapter Christmas party and White Elephant Gift 
Exchange. Remember to bring your gift so you can join in the fun. Also, please keep food on the 
light side. We· will be having light refreshments, not dinner. See you there. 

Let's keep building and restoring, so we can keeg them, and us, flying. 



Party from page 1 

We no longer have the luxury of a nice 
kitchen, microwave, etc ... so, we willjusthave 
to make do with what we have at the Library. 
Oh yes, there is another hitch. The Library 
rules state we are limited to "light refresh
ments". Now, your friendly BOD (Board of 
Directors) has interpreted that to mean no hot 
casseroles and pots of chili and little kids 
running around spilling their drinks on the 
carpet. We cannot have the Library smelling 
like Luby's Cafeteria either, so ... we are going 
to have to limit our "Pot Luck" to cold items 
like chip n' dip, hors d'oeuvres', desserts and 
drinks. 

Yes, Yes, I know, we always look forward 
to sampling some of the best Holiday cooking 
this side of Oshkosh, but this year we could 
not make any suitable arrangements for the 
Senior Recreation Center as an alternate loca
tion. 

All you cooks get to work on your best 
dessert recipes and get those White Elephants 
all wrapped in Holiday paper and we will have 
a good time anyway! ! ! The Chapter will be 
furnishing some trays of finger sandwiches, 
drinks, plates, etc .. Remember, EACH PER
SON wishing to participate in the White Ele
phant Gift exchange must bring a wrapped gift 
(trash or treasure, for male or female) to the 
party. 

We will try to get started a little earlier, 
around 6 PM, because we still have to vacate 
the Library no later than the usual 9 PM. 
Bring your spouse or significant other and 
plan to have a good time. 

- Ann Asberry 

McKinney Fly-in 
The joint Fly-in with the Texas Instruments Flying Club was 

great! We had a very good turn out. The following planes flew 
in: Cessna 206, RV4, RV6, Aero Sport II, Bonanza, Maule, 
Comanche 250, Skybolt, and the White Lighting. On the field 
but not flown was a Cessna 120 (TIFC) The Comanche was 
5259P which has won Reserve Grand Champion at Alliance 95, 
and Best in Type at Oshkosh. Also on the field was a Pilatus, no 
it isn't a experimental;- It's larger than most twins, but with one 
very different feature . It has one large 4 blade prop turned by a 
turbine. Wow! 

Richard Robbins gave two Young Eagles there first flights 
in his Bonanza. Mel got to fly the Skybolt with owner Tom 
Fernana. I also got in the air, the first time in a Bonanza, with 
Richard in the left seat and Vern Williams in the right seat and I 
brought up the rear. When we departed McKinney we climbed 
though some bumpy air to 3500 feet, then it was a smooth as 
glass. From 5000 feet you can see to Dallas. We came down at 
Mesquite for some more fuel and then back to McKinney. What 
a way to spend a day. 

- ed. 

· N202LP First Flight 
On October 24 of this year, Les Palmer's beautiful KR-2 

took to the air for the first time. With Randy Smith, a highly 
experienced KR-2 pilot at the controls, the KR-2 lifted off 
runway 17 at Denton Municipal Airport only to experience 
a partial loss of power on climb-out. Fortunately there was 
enough altitude to do a 180 turn and land down wind. The 
partial power loss was a broken platinum spark plug. On the 
second flight an overheating problem was detected and again 
the KR-2 had to prematurely return to the earth. That is why 
they are called "Experimental." 

Les has been working on N202LP for 3 1/2 years, but as 
you all know, this has not been just a common homebuilt 
assembly kit. Les has built just about every part of this single 
place KR-2, including the landing gear, tail dragger and then 
tricycle. The engine is a Subaru auto engine conversion. He 
made and sewed the interior and seats and even carved the 
propeller. Les is truly a craftsman. 

In September of this year, Les trailered his "Baby" to 
Tennessee for the annual KR-2 fly-in where he ran off with 
the awards for "Best KR-2," "Best Engine Installation" and 
"Peoples Choice." All that, and for an airplane that had not 
flown. Just think what will happen next year when Les will 
be able to take it to some of the other major events. Look out 
Oshkosh!! 

Les now has the airplane back at home building a new 
aluminum radiator to alleviate the cooling problem. We will 
be doing another story on the airplane and the builder after 
it's flying again. For now, Congratulations to Les for build
ing and flying a beautiful machine. 

- Mel Asberry 



Self-certification Medical Rule 
Published 

FAA Administrator David Hinson announced the publication 
of a Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) that will allow 
for medical self-certification of Recreational pilots and the re
moval of the 50-mile limitation. He made this announcement 
during his "Meet the Administrator" program at EAA Oshkosh 
'95. 

The significant points of the proposal are as follows : 
-The proposed rule will allow for the self certification of 

medical condition for those exercising the privileges of the 
recreational pilots license. 

-The proposal will remove the 50 mile restriction from the 
current recreational pilots license. 

- Current private pilots can exercise the privileges of a recrea
tional license without performing any retesting, notification, or 
any other contact with the FAA or a CFI. 

- Private pilots with expired medicals could fly as a recrea
tional pilot by making a statement of medical fitness and obtain
ing a Flight Review. 

- The public has until December 11, to respond to the pro
posed rule. 

Any person may obtain a copy of this NPRM by submitting 
a request to the Federal Aviation Administration, Office of 
Public Affairs, Attention: Public Inquire Center, APA-220, 800 
Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20591 or by call
ing (202) 267-3484. Requests should be identified by the NPRM 
number or docket number (Docket No. 25910; Notice No. 95-
11 ). . 

Comments on the proposals may be delivered or mailed in 
triplicate to: Federal Aviation Administration, Office of the 
Chief Counsel, Attention: Rules Docket (AGC-10), Docket 
25910, 800 Independence Ave S.W., Washington D.C. 20591 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John Lynch, 
Certification Branch, AFS-840, telephone (202) 267-3844. 

Every EAA member should write the FAA in support of 
Recreational pilot proposals. 

You should state your personal views on how it would: 
- Help reduce the cost of processing third-class medicals for 

the FAA 
- Reduce the cost of sport aviation for the public -Reduce the 

regulatory burden of sport aviation 
- Not effect the safety of sport aviatio. 
- Help revitalize the depressed industry of sport aviation 
In your response make clear that you are only responding 

to the portion of the proposed rule that deals with Recreational 
pilots. There are many other provisions in the proposed rule 
that deals with other subjects and it must be clear to those 
reviewing the comments that you are responding only to the 
Recreational pilot changes. 

The proposed rule is not intended to allow those not medically 
fit to fly to do so. With medical self-certification comes 
the responsibility to ground ourselves if we are not 
medically fit, or the FAA will be forced to do it for 
us. 

The Recreational pilot certificate allows the pilot to fly fixed 
gear, single-engine aircraft that is certified for no more than four 
occupants, has no more than a 180HP engine. The Recreational 
pilot is further limited to day VFR in airspace not requiring 
communication with A TC and can carry only one passenger. 

AVJ EN,,<?,!t'/!!i~'f G co. .~ 

RAYMOND MORT, P.E. ~ 
Registered Engineer 

324 Hillview Drive 
Hurst, Texas 76054 

~~ 

~ ) 

Bus. (817) 282-6940 
FAX(817)282-6969 

FRED ZIMRING 
EAA Legal Advisory Council 

Zimring & Langley, P.C. 
Office Alpha 
13140 Coit Rd., Suite 203 
Dallas, TX 75240 
(214} '37-3700 

, 

EAA 
EAA Aviation Center 
P.O. Box 3086 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54903-3086 
( 414) 426-48()() 

BELA'S AIRCRAFT 
ENG. AND ACCY. SHOP 

F.A.A. CERTIFIED REPAIR STATION SG1R479K 
2711 BROOKFIELD 

DALLAS, TEXAS 7!523!5 

BELA AMBRUS 
ENGINE SPECIALIST 214/3!51·1172 

LAKEVIEW AIRPORT 
Rer..tals Include J3 Cu?> a,n-j C-150 
l.,e.ko D~ll.Ebs ..•• )41-JtJ'O 8 "; 7 .. :3~ l·-6:l~a 



THE VALUE OF A BFR? 
On a Saturday morning a couple of months ago, I took my 

Biannual Flight Review with a local flight instructor. I under
stand why the FAA started such a rule, but feel that it is a hassle. 
We went out in a Cessna 120 and did all of the standard maneu
vers (power off stalls, power on stalls, slow flight, steep turns 
and a simulated force landing). Just a process of 'filling squares', 
I mean when are you going to ever really need any of these skills? 
Anyway, we landed and the CFI signed my logbook. 

Four hours later, I departed in a Navy N3N biplane - along 
with a Stearman who had the role of 'element leader'. My Navy 
biplane is plane is powered by a Lycoming R-680 with a constant 
speed prop. The Stearman pilot had worked out ( on paper) a new 
formation maneuver and wanted to see if it would actually work 
in flight. We flew together for about 45 minutes, before I broke 
off the formation. The Stearman headed for home and I wanted 
my passenger to get a chance to fly the big biplane, before I 
landed. I instructed my passenger, who holds a private-instru
ment, to initiate a climb at 80 mph. About a minute later, at 1300 
AGL, the engine sound abruptly changed and I was baffled by 
the noise. A quick scan of the instrument panel indicated that 
we were still pulling 25 inches of manifold pressure, but were 
now only generating 1200 RPM. Yes, the prop governor had 
failed! 

Obviously, the engine is not going to hold together very long 
at those power settings. We were still holding 80 mph, but the 
nose was now below the horizon. With the closest airport being 
about 12 miles away, I reduced the power setting and decide to 
select the best field in the immediate area. Immediately I recog
nized that a field a mile off of my left wing was the EXACT 
SAME FIELD that I had practiced a force landing, earlier in the 
day! It wasn't hard to decide where I was going to land! During 
my decent, I called the Stearman, who was already on an ATC 
frequency , and informed the controller and the Stearman of 
where I was going to land. Turning final, I asked my passenger 
to tighten his shoulder harness (my only communication with 
him) and the landing was uneventful. From the ground, I directed 
the Stearman to the field. After a few low passes, the Stearman 
landed in the same field. He never shut the engine down, but I 
climbed in his open front cockpit and was back in the air in 10 
minutes (leaving my passenger behind to guard the airplane). 

Once back to my home field, I had to make a phone call to 
some concerned ATC controllers. I then threw a tie-down kit, 
toolbox and cockpit covers in a pickup and drove back to the field 
to pick up my passenger and secure the airplane for the night. 
By mid-afternoon the following day, I was able to fly the biplane 
out of the field and get it back home. 

The moral of this story? Recurrent training is a very, very 
good idea! 

-Brad Howerton 

A White Lightning Ride 

After lunch at the November 11th McKinney Fly-in, Pete 
Huff offered to let Monroe McDonald and I ride along for a short 
exercise flight in his White Lightning, N26PH. I won the coin 
toss for the front seat. After a careful boarding process, all three 
of us were in place. 

To me, a White Lightning has always looked very sleek, with 
a strong resemblance to the Bell X-1 research plane. The cabin 
is very comfortable, but it is not spacious. Unfortunately, I am 
too large to fit properly. This is not a criticism, just a statement. 
But, after a little experimentation, I found a position that worked 
without compromising flight safety. 

Once the engine temperatures came up, we were off. We 
quickly cruise climbed out to about 4500 feet, leveled off, and 
headed to the south east to stay clear of the Class B airspace. Our 
indicated airspeed quickly rose over 170 knots, with ground 
speed being over 200 knots due to the tailwind. After checking 
some items, Pete turned the center stick over to me. 

The stick had a nice homebuilt feel to it, light, but not overly 
sensitive. After a few gentle turns, Pete instructed to return back 
to McKinney in a cruise descent. The clean airframe allowed us 
to pick up speed to about 200 knots indicated in the descent, but 
it was very manageable. 

Pete took over again as we got near the pattern, and gave the 
rest of the Fly-in crowd a fly-by as he executed a go-around. The 
climb back to pattern altitude was very quick due to the efficiency 
of the White Lightning. Pete then executed a nice, smooth 
landing to get us back on the ground. 

All told, I really enjoyed my brief ride in N26PH. I would like 
to thank Pete Huff for the opportunity to enjoy his White Light
ning. Its performance clearly demonstrates the gains that are 
possible with an efficient airframe design. As an example, Pete 
told me that he usually flight plans for 192 knots, 9.5 gph, at 
about 10,000 feet. That works out to 221 mph at 23 mpg. 
Impressive. I only hope the aircraft manufacturers start getting a 
little closer to those numbers with their products. 

- Sam Cooper 

Editors Corner 
Well here it is again one more month gone by, and one more 

Hanger Echoes to get to the members. This will be the end of my 
tenure as the newsletter editor, my term will end with the 95 
officers. I hope you have enjoyed them as much has I have 
enjoyed doing the them. I wish to thank the following members 
of Chapter 168: Sam Cooper for his letters and coverage of the 
fly-in that I was not able to attend, Stave Horne for constructive· 
advice and Laser masters, Geryl Mortensen for constructive 
advice and a neat drawing package, Brownie Seals for his great 
technical articles, John Eskue for his articles Faye Troxel for 
proof reading, and classifieds, Mel Asberry for his watchful eye. 
and all the others that gave of there time to assemble them and 
get them in the mail. as always 

- ed. 



THE TAILWIND TANGO 
or Never too Old to DO Better! 

Some of you may know I have more hobbies than I can handle. 
Some have noticed I write (mostly for fun , but if I ever hit the 
bookstores, I'll let you know). Others have commented on my 
habit of camera-toting. 

I recently embarked on a new adventure. For as long as I can 
recall, I have been en·amored with flying and flying machines. 
Finally, about eight years ago, I did something about it, and got 
my private pilot's license. This year, at forty-five, I saw another 
piece of this life-long dream come to pass - I bought my own 
airplane, a Wittman Tailwind, serial 0-1, licensed N 171 E. She 
is small, simple, and has remarkably few bells-and-whistles. It 
is, to add to the mystique when talking to acquaintances and 
workmates about it, registered Experimental with the Federal 
Aviation Agency (hereinafter known as 'the Feds', if I mention 
them at all). It is also a tailwheel airplane, or what used to be 
called, by the Feds, 'conventionally geared' . A prime example 
of the power of the pen - recently the Feds have begun referring 
to them as a category of "tailwheel aircraft" and requiring a 
special sign-off from an instructor before a pilot can legally fly 
one. The most obvious reason for this - tailwheel airplanes are 
far outnumbered these days by the newer "tricycle-geared" air
planes ( for example, every jet aircraft built in this country, 
military and civilian) and the differing skills needed to compe
tently operate one are not commonly mastered, as in the heyday 
of the Piper Cub. All World War II pilots began flight training 
in one of various tailwheel airplanes, but no more. The less 
obvious, and, after observing the Feds in operation for some 
years, most likely reason for this change in terminology is as 
follows: If tailwheel airplanes re1,1ained 'conventionally 
geared', then all those airplanes out there with "the tailwheel on 
the wrong end" would become ' unconventionally geared' air
craft! Non-flyers, and surprisingly many aviation folks, are 
grabbed by the Experimental term. Many tell stories of a niegh
bor or relative working on an amateur-built airplane, a home
built, but find it .. . interesting that I actually preferred one over 
a spam can. "Yes," I say, with just a bit of pride, "a gentleman 
put my airplane together in his garage. He spent years pouring 
over a set of plans, combining a pile of steel tubing, plywood and 
rolls of fabric with marvelous craftsmanship into N 171 E. She 
first flew in the early 70's, having accumulated 800 hours of 
flight to now, the last 30 or so at (and I'm still amazed to be able 
to say this) my hand!" There was a series of programs on PBS 
once upon a time, called "Connections". The narrator would start 
with a story of gunpowder discovered in China, and end up with 
a man stepping onto the moon. 

These kind of connections fill our lives, too. I enjoy writing, 
and marvel at the power of the pen. Framed over the piano in my 
dining room, is the newspaper article, with picture, chronicling 
my winning of a scholarship, at age 16, for 20 hours of flight 

· instruction. I wrote about why I wanted to learn to fly . Though 
there was the hiatus of decades in there, I came back to my first 
love, and finished what I had started so long ago. Growing up 
in a small town, with limited opportunities for income, I 'earned' 
my flying lessons with an essay that took me weeks to write, and 
polish. I moved into a tiny room at the end of the hall and slept 
there, so I could stay up late and write and polish, and discard 
and write again. I never thought it was good enough, but, 
apparently, it was. There is more to be learned from taildraggers, 
about "Doing it", thanjustthis decades old personal connection, 
from my experiences with l 71Echo. When I announced to my 
cronies at EAA 670, all proud members of the Experimental 

Aircraft Association - that worldwide band of men and women 
who build and restore airplanes in their garages, their living 
rooms, and, when space is short, their bedrooms - that I was 
looking for a Tailwind, eyebrows went up. "Wow!" some said, 
"I had no idea you were such a high time hotshot pilot." "Well," 
I replied to these would-be-worshippers, "actually, I have less 
than a hundred hours in my log book, all in Cessnas." "Gasp!" 
they replied to a man, except a couple were women, and they 
went away, shaking their heads. "Ummm," others who knew me 
better said, "are you sure you can handle one of those? I mean, 
you are getting ... uh ... almost my age ... older." "I can' t dance, 
but I can learn the Taildragger Two-Step!" I exclaimed. "And 
I'm only 45!" "Gasp!" they replied to a man, none were women, 
for even women pilots don't discuss (their) age, and they went 
away, shaking their heads. "Taildragger!" cried others. " You 
don't have any time in those! You can't learn in a ... Tailwind!" 
" I can do this", I replied. "Gasp!" they replied to a man, except 
one was a women who just smiled (for she had been flying 
taildraggers for years), and they went away, shaking their heads. 
I bought the plane, accidentally found the perfect instructor, and 
we went flying. My insurance company asked for 15 hours with 
an instructor before they would cover me ( that pesky Fed 
tailwheel thing, you'll recall). Bill, the instructor, didn't make it 
all the way through the 15 hours with me, but that is another, and 
much more painful story than this one. Suffice to say I did do it, 
I did learn - I am now a honest-to-gosh, guv'mint certified 
tailwheel pilot. It wasn't without its trials, it was (and is) the most 
fun I've ever had with my clothes on (And I can do this in 
public!). I will never forget that first time I soloed l 71Echo 
around the pattern at Aero Country, and made that first, glass 
smooth perfect landing, all by myself. I stopped on the runway 
... and I laughed and shouted and cried, and prayed, and I went 
and did it again! It would have been easier to listen to my 
well-meanir.g friends. I could have just agreed with them, and 
done something else with my time and money. I could have let 
the dream go. No I couldn't. When, I thought, do we become 
to old to learn? To do something new? To stretch our wings and 
fly? When did I? I hadn't, but perhaps some have. Zig Ziglar, 
the motivational speaker, once likened "doing it" to trained fleas . 
Put fleas in ajar, and cover the top, he says, then watch. The fleas 
will jump and jump, banging against the lid of the jar. After 
awhile, you'll see the fleas still jumping, but they don't hit the 
lid. They carefully fit their leaps to fall just short of the lid. Now, 
take the lid off. The majority of the fleas will keep jumping just 
so high, and will not escape the jar. They' re trained. Too often 
we are the same, trained fleas. Truth is, we all face things like 
that, our dreams, like tightly closed buds that may never blossom. 
Our dreams that may never see the light of day. Our writing that 
may never be read by another person, another audience. Our 
dream of wings, whether literal ... or ... literary, thatcan make us 
fly. The most precious thing in life is how you spend it. Some 
you should spend on others, because it comes back in multiples, 
in peace of mind and trust. Some goes to work, for rriany ofus a 
nasty necessity, yet it makes other, sweeter things, possible. 
Some, though, some of that precious store you should spend on 
yourself and make those dreams come true. So, I fly. And I'm 

writing. How about you? -John Eskue 



B-17 
Every American, most German and nearly all British people 

know and recognize the Flying Fortress - the B-17. But the plane 
they visualize is not the "B-17" it is the B- l 7"G". All the war 
movies, the Museum artifacts and most of the magazine and 
news paper photos always show that one, the toughest, and best 
armed version of the 8-17. Also, that was the one used in most 
of the WWII action. The first B-17 I saw and sat in at San 
Antonio Air Depot in 1941 was a B-17 "no letter". It would have 
had to really hustle to fight off a Piper Cub. One 30 Caliber gun 
in the nose, one 30 caliber gun in each waist port and one more 
30 caliber in a hatch which could be opened in the roof of the 
radioman' s position. No turrets top or bottom, no tail gunner and 
four single row radials producing about 750 Horsepower each 
with no superchargers. It would have had a service ceiling below 
24,000 feet. The tail came to a point, there was no dorsal fin, it 
was a rather weak looking machine. Fortunately the Boeing 
company was busy modifying and beefing up the basic plane and 
almost daily I went to the flight line and saw many improve
ments. The basis for the "Flying Fortress" had been on the 
drawing table for several years when the 8-17 first flew. General 
Billy Mitchell's fight with the Air Corps had finall y borne fruit 
and the powers of the military had decided that a long range, 
heavy bomber was needed. In the early 1930s Air Corps con
tracted Boeing to build and test a state of the art bomber. It was 
designated Boeing model 294 the Air Corps called it the 8-15. 
It looked like the early B-17 but was about 50% larger. With a 
wing span of nearly 150 feet vs the B-17 span of 103 feet. The 
Boeing model 299 ne B-17 first flew July 28, 1935, the B-15 first 
flew October 15, 1937. The B-15 wings were so large one cold 
crawl inside them out to the outer engine nacelles and do main
tenance while in flight. During the 8-15 visits to Kelly Field in 
1941 I had the opportunity to try that and many other explora
tions in that old war bird. In 1935 the Air Corps also gave 
Douglas a contract for a single model of another even bigger 
plane, the 8-19. With a wing span of nearly 220 feet it was really 
a monster plane. (The 747 wing span is 195 feet and the 8-36 
wing span 230 feet) It flew well and served to demonstrate many 
of the problems and solutions for manufacture and operation of 
really big planes. Before either the B-15 or the B-19 could fly 
the Air Corps invited Boeing and other manufacturers to specu
latively build and demonstrate a somewhat smaller long range 
"Heavy Bomber". Boeing produced its model 299 as a scaled 
down version of the 8-15 and this airplane was to become the 
8-17. Its performance was better than expected, the Air Corps 
liked it and as they say- the rest is history. In spite of the superior 
performance of the 299 an unfortunate accident destroyed the 
plane. It seems that someone failed to remove the Gust locks 
from the Boeing plane for its last flight and it crashed on take 
off. This caused the Air Force to give Douglas the contract for 
their bomber version of the DC-3, the B-18. Boeing had to make 
do with a contract to build an improved model, which led the 
way to more and bigger B- l 7s. A little known by product of 
the B-17 design/development activity was the development of 
the Boeing model 307 "Stratoliner". Using the wing and power 
plants from the B-17, Boeing added a cylindrical air tight fuse
lage, superchargers for pressurizing the cabin and the engines 
and produced the first air transport for airline service above the 
weather (in the lower part of the stratosphere). A happy exchange 
of benefits occurred when during the development of the 307, 
Boeing learned of the need for rudder, stabilizer and dorsal fin 
additions which they later included on the B-17 and another 307 
innovation which found its way to the 8-17 was the super
charger. These additions were critical to making the 8-17 into 

the world changing machine that it became. The Stratoliner was 
highly successful and well on the way to revolutionizing air 
travel when demands for war equipment stopped production. 
One other side light on the "Big" bomber events of the early 30' s 
is the "B-36" . At about the same time that the Air Force awarded 
the "B-19" contract to Douglas they also awarded a contract to 
Convair in 1933 for the plane that was finally designated B-36. 
The initial design had a twin tail like the 8-24 and went through 
many permutations before it finally flew out of Carswell in Ft. 
Worth over thirteen years later in 1946. Throughout its life the 
B- 17 it grew in aeronautical performance and firepower. The first 
B-17 had a maximum speed of236 mph vs a speed of 302 mph 
for the last model the "G" model. Cruise speeds were 140 mph 
in the beginning and 160 mph at the end. The range of the early 
models was specified as 2400 miles. The "G" model range 
specification was 2000 miles. The weight of the machine grew 
from 42,500 pounds in the beginning to 65,500 pounds in the last 
units. The bomb carrying capacity grew from six 600 pound 
bombs (total of 3600 Lbs.) to six 1000 pound plus two 4000 
pound bombs (total of 14,000 Lbs.). And the firepower which 
started as four hand operated 30 Caliber guns grew to twelve 50 
Caliber guns most of which were mounted in powered turrets . In 
the end it had indeed become a Flying Fortress. 

Technical Counselor Corner 
Carburetor Ice 

Some time ago I found an article which hinted that two 
cycle engines did not have to worry about carburetor ice. Having 
recently joined those who are using two cycle power I promised 
myself to look for more definitive information on that subject. 
In a recent issue of Ultralight Flying Mark Stratman (who writes 
a column "Care and Feeding of the Rotax Engine" for California 
Power) offers an extensive discussion of that subject. I will try 
here to digest and paraphrase some of the significant points. 
While the piece is mainly addressed to the ultralight plane and 
aimed at the Rotax/Bing carburetor combination there is infor
mation of use for any carbureted engine. Impact ice (the kind 
that builds up on the exposed air filter) can block air flow to any 
engine and make it stop running. To experience this you must be 
flying in snow, sleet or freezing rain. For most of the Fly for Fun 
planes this is not a good idea for a lot of other reasons. The only 
really successful remedy for this kind of ice is to have an alternate 
path for air to the carburetor ( ala The Beech Bonanza configura
tion). So ya'll be careful out there. The kind of carb ice that gets 
most of us in trouble is created inside the carburetor by the 
cooling produced by the lowered pressure in the carburetor 
venturi and evaporation of the fuel. This cooling produces ice 
from the moisture in the air and that ice collects on the butterfly 
that serves as the throttle in the carburetor. FAA certified 
airplanes are required to have a method for providing heat in the 
carburetor intake to off set this cooling. Operators of these 
airplanes need only inspect regularly to assure that this heating 
system is working and remember to use it in conditions where 
humidity (Moisture) and temperature might establish conditions 
that produce ice. Home built and Ultralight airplanes can be 
configured so as to risk ice without adequate means to prevent 
engine stoppage. Those using two cycle engines frequently do 
not have "Carburetor Heat". This omission had been a matter of 
concern to me. In his piece Mark Stratman reports that carbure
tors with a "Slide" type system for regulating the airflow (such 
as the Bing carburetor used on nearly all Rotax engines) are very 
unlikely to produce or accumulate ice since this configuration 
creates a variable venturi and has no down stream element in the 
air path to accumulate ice. Continued on page 11 



E-V-~ 
Portable Batteries Replacement Lighting Magnetic Media-Tapes 

Don H. Webb 
1350 East Arapaho, Suite #126 

Richardson, Texas 75081 
(214) 231-5351 

FAX: (214) 231-2269 
1-800-776-5267 

Elect-A-Van Service, Inc. 

ProSource•M 
Wholesale Floorcoverings 

Red Marron 

3235 Skylane 
Suite 125 (214) 250-4040 
Carrollton, Texas 75006 Fax (214) 250-6615 

Eubanks Air Service 

;_~ -.y~ftlif: 
Gene lultanlu 

I.A., D.M.E., A&P,-D.A.R. 
Director of Aviation 

Aviation Mechanic School 

AMo Country"'~ 
Rt. 1 lox 20IF . 
Md<inMY, TX 75070 
Phone: (214) 346-2022 

PAPPY'S CAFE 
THE COUNTRY CAFE OF DAYS GONE BY! 
No111e-M• lle Bu,geN 

Old Fashioned 1 I 4 lb. 
Mama Burger 1 /3 lb. 
Pappy Burger 1 /2 lb. 

Grand Pappy Burger 1 lb. 
Home-made onion rings 

fresh pies and cakes 

Ceu11lly BN• ld• d 
Cookoil To Ol'lllo, 

Not Plato Lu11ch 

8:30-4:00 Tues-Sun 

N. W. Regional Airport 

AIRPlANES & GREAT FOOD! 817-491-1009 

George Carroll (214) 637-3598 

AIRCRAFT SUPPLY COMPANY 
7204 P ARWELK 

(ANSON & HINES Near Boy Scout Bldg.) 

DALLAS, TEXAS 75235 

AN • MS • NAS HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES 

D.E. CHRISTIANSEN, D.O., P.A. 
Family Medicine 

Aviation Medical Examiner 

Office 298-6174 
Ans. Service 521-41 11 

222 S. Cedar Ridge 
Duncanville, Texas 75116 

Office Hours By Appointment 

Aircraft Schedulin° b 

• 24 Hour scheduling via Touchtone phone 
• Ideal for partnerships and clubs 
• Reliable, affOldable, and accurate 

Rob Camdbcn 214/497-4320 
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j J J v ' V l,,,_,,t-r✓, [/t/ . , , ~ -..--· 
·,._-.,- ,,,_..,,,, ,/ -/ - - ~ 

_, . · .. ~ ,, ' 

~~~~. 
.. 

"I wilh Johnny would Juat phone when he's ~ 
IOUII to be late ... llke the other guy• do!" ; 
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SPRUCE 
~•SPARS 
~ *CAPSTRIPS 

PLYWOOD 

~ •MIL-P-6070 
~•METRIC 

~

4130 STEEL 

•TUBING 
*SHEET 

fMm ~ .......... c.. ....... . 

~ ALPHA Av1AT10N SUPPLY Co. !itlli\ ltiliillJ ~ P.O. BOX 8641 • GREENVW, TEXAS 7~·8641 . . . • 

!I.-

Phone:903/527-3817 

AEROMILLER 
Bruce Miller, Flight Instructor 

Airplane, Glider, or Taildragger 
Box 547, Prosper, TX 7 5078 

(214) 346-2831 

LONE STAR 
PILOT SHOP 
ADDISON AIRPORT 

CATERING TO 
STUDENT PILOTS 

LARRY & EARLETTE SHULTS 

4574 CLAIRE CHENNAULT, DALLAS, TX 75248 
214/250-6781 

FAX 214/407-9383 

DENNIS BREEN 
Regional Manager 

CAviMco® THE AVEJK.O GROUP 
Meacham Field 
4016 North Main Street 
Fort Worth, Texas 76106-2701 
Fax: 817-626-5.447 

800-638-8.440 

~ 

~-

Airplanes 
Instruments 

Engines 
Radios 

BOBBY'S PLANES 'N PARTS INC. 
320 F.M. 1885 E. 

WEATHERFORD, TX 76086 

BOBBY OSBORN 

Aircraft Retrieval 
Damaged Aircraft Storage 

Stephen Smith 

FINA 
presents: 
Jan Collmer 
Aerobatics 
PittsS2B 

817-682-4220 

Used Parts 
Buy & Sell Problem Aircraft 

(214) 227-1111 
(800) 336-6399 

FAX (214) 227-6176 

Low level.Aero Performance 

0 
• Torque Rolls 
• Ta11 Slides FINA 
• Snap roll 011 take off 

and final approach 
A Real Crowd Pleaser 

Jan Collmer 
14368 Proton Road 
Dallas. TX 75244 
(214) 233-1589 
Fax (214123.'J .. 0481 

,{~rnv,-.1., 

rliRl-==iG) 
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(214) 840-1400 BUSINESS 
(214) 864-0346 FAX 
(214) 494-4153 RESIDENCE 

BILL WISLEY 
Sales Associate 

COLDWELL BANKER 
APEX, REALTORS(li) 
3001 S. FIFTH 
GARLAND, TX 750~ 1 



i Classifieds 
Aviation ads can be placed by Chapter 168 members free of 
charge. 

Planes 
Apache w/ Doyn Geronimo Convertion. 4100 hr TT and 
700hr 180 hp engines with fresh anual. $38,500 - Bob at Lan
caster Airport 
Christavia MKI. 285 hrs TT. Lye IO-235 , 180 hp rebuilt by 
certified shop. Prop is yellow tagged Sensenich. All elect 
equip was purchased new; Val 760 Com, Flybuddy Loran, 
NARCO AR-850 encoder, starter. Aircraft located at Clover 
Field south of Houston Hobby. Can send photo. $16,000 -
Mike Burkhalter (713)996-7931 
Sonerai II - Low wing taildragger, 2 place. On Gear. Have all 
parts to complete, including wing modification, 2180cc VW 
(Monnett conversion) 0 hrs . $4,000 - Gene 424-9880 

Parts and Things 
Carburetor - MA3A. PIN 10-3103 yellow tag - venturi and 
metal float, AD c/w by J&G Carburetor in July 94. $700 (no 
exchange) - Earl Browning 684-7670 
Cassutt Project (Older; 90% complete.) 1 00hp Contental. 
$3500 - Jim Wilson 529-1814 
Cylinders - Continental 0200/300. Chromed, less rocker ams 
and valve covers. $70 ea. - Philip Welsch 423-2636 
Cylinders - Lycoming O-290-D2. Properly stored complete. 
Disasembled to install Wide Lobe Cam. 4 std. & 6 Hi-per
fomace Angle Valve Cylinders. $3000.00 - John Galder (512) 
398-4523 or 376-6306 pm 
Propeller - Hartzell HC-C2YK-IB. (Lycoming 10-360) mi
nor tip damage. $750 - Jim Wilson 529-1814 
Propeller - McCauley Met-L-Prop DM 7651. (Continental 0-
300A) 74" 8 bolt . - Philip Welsch 423-2636 

Real Estate 
Lot in Horseshoe Bend Air Park (South of Weatherford). 
Lets make a deal. $4,000 - Jim Mahoney, Ste, 636, POB 
917729, Longwood FL 32791 , (813) 647-7044 

Want To Buy 
Parts for Starduster II project: ailerons, elevators, rudder, 
fuel tank, engine mounts. New or Used. - Heman Matos, POB 
37441, Airport Station, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00937-0441 

Help Wanted 
A&P Mechanic with Rotax two stroke experience - Dan Pote 
867-3960. 

Carborator Ice from page 8 
Mark has been requesting reports of icing for several years 

and says that in all that time he has had only one verified case 
that reported ice in a Bing. · The conclusion to be drawn from 
all this is that operators of engines with conventional "butterfly" 
type carburetors should be alert for ice and take steps to assure 
that a system for controlling it is in place, functional and used 
wisely. Those of us with the Bing carburetors may relax a bit. 
For any who feel the need for "Heat" on a Bing, Cyclone 
Airsports in Wallingford, England builds and sells an electric 
heater for mounting between the carburetor and the air filter to 
provide heated air to the carburetor . 

- Brownie Seals 

P.S. We all like Brownie's stories so much as a going away 
gift I'm publishing two this month! - ed 

. . . 
EAA Chapter 168 Officers 
President Sam Cooper 424-6930 
VPresident Richard Robbins 270-1263 
Secretary Ralph Haroldson 358-3710 
Treasurer Jerry Bidle 517-0946 
H.E.Editor Cris Harrison 620-2486 

FAX 620-2487 
Board of Directors 
Marvin Brott 
Clair Button 
Don Christiansen 
Gary Hansen 
Tom Lewis 
Brownie Seals 
Jay Shear 

Technical Counselors 
Mel Asberry 
Owen Bruce 
Steve Marchand 
Brownie Seals 

Flight Advisors 
Mel Asberry 
Brownie Seals 
Gene Spaulding 

Staff 
Advertising 
Chap Trailer 
DP 
Fly-ins 
Librarian 
Meetings 
Safety Officer 
Tool Custodian 
Young Eagles 

Faye Troxel 
Vern Williams 
Rance Rupp 
Gary Glaser 
Ernie Ludwick 
Bob Fry 
Mel Asberry 
Ernie Ludwick 
Scott Christensen 

235-5552 
231-6070 
298-6531 
242-1620 
394-1895 
248-4335 
243-3007 

517-5070 
231-3946 
475-0571 
248-4335 

517-5070 
248-4335 
661-9229 

492-5530 
484-7741 
288-8452 
231-3125 
241-1185 
335-4287 
517-5070 
241-1185 
250-4934 

DIS CLAIMER We would like to make you aware 
that as always, in past, present, and future, any communica
tion issued by EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSO
CIATION, CHAPTER ONE SIXTY-EIGHT, INC., 
regardless of the form, format, and/or media used which 
includes, but is not limited to HANGAR ECHOES and 
audio/video recordings is presented only in the light of a 
clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience 
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc., 
does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no respon
sibility or liability is expressed or implied and you are with
out recourse to anyone. Any event announced and/or listed 
herein is done so as a matter of information only and does 
not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or 
direction of any event (this includes Oshkosh). Please read, 
listen, enjoy, and be careful out there. 

_ _, 
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EAA Dallas Chapter 1-68 Membership Application & Renewal Form 
Please print clearly

Application Status: New member: ·:' Renewal: ____ Info. change: 

Name 

Membership dues for EAA Dallas Chapter 168 are $15 for one year. Nametags available for $6. 
Make checks payable to: EAA Dallas Chapter 168. 

( ______ ) 

Co-Pilot 
Addr. 1 

Addr. 2 

City 

Preferred name 

__________________________ (Spouse, Friend, other)

____________________________ (or Business Name)

St: 
Phone: H ( __ ) __ 

___ · Zip: 
W( ) __ 

Mapsco # : ___ _ 
EAA#: 

-----

Pilot/A&P ratings: --------------------------------
EM Office (past or present) or olher additional note: 

Notes: 
Notes: 
I am interested in helping with: Fly-ins__ Programs __ Newsletter Officer Positions 
Plane/Project/Interest Example: Aero Sport II (Fly)% =RV...:....=-6=A.__ __ --={2=0_._)0

"'""Vo Velocity {Int}% 

_____________ ( __ )% -------------- ( __ )% 

Mail applications to: EAA Dallas Chapter 168, P.O. Box 168, Addison, TX 75001-0168 

.. 


