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STRANGE AIRPLANES I HAVE MET
By Gene Spaulding

Note from the editor:
This month we are lucky to have another great article
written by Gene Spaulding about his work on many
different aircraft. I know your thinking, “another article
on warbirds.” But, believe me, these airplanes were very
experimental. The article was too long to fit in one issue,
so I am making it a two part series. Look for the next part
in the April issue. Kudos to Marvin Brott who found
pictures of the airplanes referred to in the story. Enjoy.

I found an old file cabinet in storage and it had notes and
some pictures covering more than 50 years of flying. Boy,
there were some really exciting and strange birds that I
had come across, worked on, or flown.

My early interest in things that flew began with my
grandfather describing the Wright Flyer he saw and my
watching Lindberg parade through downtown Abilene,
Texas on his tour after the historic flight to Paris. I also
had my usual models made of bamboo and covered with
silk. Balsa models came later. That progressed to my
becoming a full-fledged airport rat when mother wasn’t
looking. Living in a small West Texas town, the local
airport (current home of SWRFI) was managed by W.L.
Derryberry who owned a beautiful blue 1936 Waco YKS-
6 along with a very tired Curtis Robin with a very messy
OX-5 engine.
My part-time
hanger job was
to keep the Waco
clean and mop
the oil from the
OX-5. The
reward for this
was a too-seldom
hop around the
field. Of course, the airport was where all the real action
was, and one spring afternoon I was there with the crowd

when Amelia Earhart got caught in a spring West Texas
gust whipping around the hanger and flopped her Pitcarin
autogyro down on top of Doc Wolley’s new green
Studebaker. Trashed the gyro and the Studie with no one
hurt. Still have a piece of the plywood rotor tip someplace
in the junk box. As action seemed to happen near the
airport, an Army Martin B-2 bomber powered by two
Curtis V-12 Conquerors ran out of fuel due to high
headwinds on the way to Kelly from Chanute and landed
in the mesquite and cactus scrub just North of the airport.
Besides scaring the jackrabbits, he just missed a Texas &
Pacific freight train going by. Got a flat on the front tire
of the bicycle and a piece of a wood prop before the police
arrived.

My first cross-country from that field was all the way to
Ft. Worth in a Curtis B20 Condor flown by American
Airways. Rode the bus back from Ft. Worth (never liked
buses since).

The next really strange airplane I met was a
Consolidated Vultee XB-32. While working at The San
Diego Lindberg field plant, the number one airplane

overshot the runway and ran into the Marine Recruit Base
killing 19 Marines and the flight crew. As I was working
on the production engineering for the B-32 project in San
Diego waiting for the move to the Consolidated plant in
Ft. Worth, we got to watch out the window at all the
activity when the boss wasn’t looking.

Continued on page 7
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 March 6th Chapter Meeting
Our March 6th

Monthly Meeting
will be held at the
Farmers Branch
Library, located on
the northwest corner
of Webb Chapel and
Golfing Green Dr.
The meeting will be
held in the
auditorium and will
begin at 6:30 p.m.
and finish by 9:00.

Ed Kolano is returning to be this month’s featured
speaker. If you were there the last time he was here you
would know that he gives a most entertaining
presentation. You may have seen the name or read one of
his many articles inSport Aviation. Ed is a test pilot and
teaches a test pilot course.

His topic this month is a “kiss and tell” presentation on
some of the interesting flight characteristics of the many
experimental planes he has flown. Ed is very funny, so
don’t miss this month’s meeting.

A big thanks goes to Jan Collmer who delivered at last
month’s meeting as he always does. The Library was
packed and the attendees were treated to an inside look at
Jan’sFina Extra 300L.

March 10th Chapter Fly In
This Month’s Fly-in will be to Redbird Airport. We will

meet for lunch again in the restaurant located in the
terminal building. If the weather is a nice as it was last
month, we should have a great turnout. See you there.

Upcoming Local Events
• March 3rd – Challenge Air event at Love Field.
• March 7th - Frontiers of Flight Museum“An Evening

of Tribute” at the Westin Galaria.
• April 28-29 – Lone Star Flight Museum Spirit of

Flight Airshow (Galveston)

Upcoming National Events
• April 8th –14th - Sun-N-Fun. Lakeland Florida.
• July 24th – 30th – AirVenture. Oshkosh.
• Sept. 21st-22nd – Southwest Regional Fly-in. (SWRFI)

 March 13th Director’s Meeting
The March 13th BOD meeting will be held on the 16th at the

Farmers Branch Library meeting room starting at 7:00 p.m. The
minutes from the February 13th BOD meeting (recorded by
Steve Genote) are as follows:

Attendees: Sam Cooper, Mel Asberry, Dave Carter, Steve
Palstring, Jerry Mrazek, Michael Stephan, David Cheek, Marvin
Brott, Ann Asberry, John Peyton, Steve Genotte, Bo Bauereis,
Don Christiansen, Jim Quinn, Tom Davies, Bill Barett.

• The March 6 Chapter meeting will feature a presentation by
Ed Kolano entitled “Kiss and Tell”. Mr. Kolano will
discuss his evaluations of different aircraft he’s flown.

• The April meeting will feature Paul Royko from Shell
Petroleum.

• The next Board meeting will be at 7 p.m., March 13, in the
Farmers Branch Public Library.

• The March fly-in is March 10 at Redbird.
• The March newsletter assembly will be at Don

Christiansen’s home on March 27.
• The Nominating Committee submitted 11 names as

potential candidates for seats on the Board.
• Discussion was held regarding last year’s budget and

projected cash flow for F.Y. ’01.
• Discussion was held on reducing expenses by reducing the

number of printed newsletters through switching more
towards electronic distribution

• A motion was made and seconded to increase annual
membership dues by $5 from $15 to $20. The motion
failed 6 votes to 7.

• A motion was made and seconded to reduce the number of
newsletters printed to Chapter membership plus 10. Motion
passed unanimously.

• A motion was made and seconded to invoice E.A.A.
National for the newsletters they receive. Motion failed 4
votes to 5.

• Mel Asberry donated a Citizens Aviator watch to the
Chapter for use in a raffle. Value of the watch was
estimated at $350 retail, $280 street. A motion was made
and seconded to sell tickets at $5 a piece. Motion passed 9
votes to one. Sales of the tickets will be for four months,
with the drawing to be held sometime in June or July.

• The Chapter now has an easy-to-remember URL for its
website. It’swww.eaa168.org.

March 27th Newsletter Assembly
The April issue of Hangar Echoes will be assembled at

the home of Linda and Don Christiansen on March 27th

starting at 7:00 PM. The address is 515 Softwood Circle
Duncanville, TX.

For directions call Don at 972-298-6531.
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A Message from the President:
Sam Cooper

We had an excellent turnout for Jan Collmer’s
entertaining presentation at our February Meeting. In
addition to providing us with an update on his aerobatic
flying, Jan also brought copies of his 2001 calendar
featuring Jan’s sketches of the aircraft he has flown. We
always enjoy having Jan as a guest speaker. His
calendars (sponsored by Fuji Electric and Collmer
Semiconductor, Inc.) are an extra special treat.

A number of us also had an enjoyable Saturday
morning at Lancaster Airport for our Chapter Fly-in.
Planes flying in included: KR-2; RV-6; RV-6A;
VariEze; Zenair 601s; Katana Xtreme; Mooney; and Supercub. (I am sorry if I missed your aircraft.) We had an opportunity
to view several of the imported L-29 jet trainers that are either flying, or going back together, on the airport. Interestingly
enough, these jets disassemble into about five major pieces, which fit in a standard shipping container. These simple, rugged
looking jets appear to provide a low cost entry (for jets anyway) into jet ownership, but operating costs for fuel (140-160
GPH) sure get your attention.

Ed Kolano will be our March meeting speaker, providing us with a follow-on to his talk last April. Ed’s topic will be a ‘kiss
and tell’ on experimental aircraft flight testing. I am sure many of us will greatly enjoy his presentation.

During the March Meeting we will be having our annual Board of Directors elections. We have eleven excellent nominees
for the Board of Directors. (See article in this issue.) I want to thank all of the nominees for stepping forward and agreeing to
run for, and serve on, the Chapter’s Board of Directors. I also want to thank the BOD search committee (Bo Bauereis, Jerry
Mrazek, and Michael Stephan) for doing an excellent job of putting the BOD nominee slate together. Thank you.

The primary issue and topic of discussion at the February Board of Directors meeting was the Chapter’s CY2001 budget
and expenditures. We reviewed the CY2000 actuals so that we could understand the normal income and expense items along
with the exceptions. Discussions then turned to how we could improve our income, or reduce our expenditures, for CY2001.
After a lively discussion, the Board decided to take two initiatives. The first is to reduce the number of extra newsletters (i.e.
ones not mailed to members) the chapter prints every month to only ten extra. The second is to exchange newsletters
electronically instead of by hard copy with the Texas EAA chapters that we exchange newsletters with. The Board decided
not to take any additional actions at this time.

Mel Asberry has donated a Citizen Navihawk aviation watch to the Chapter for use in a raffle. The watch’s primary features
are: 23 time zones; analog and digital time display; water resistant to 100 meters, and E6-B slide rule computer. All this, and
it is small enough for any of us to wear. Retail value of the watch is $325. The Chapter will be selling raffle tickets for the
watch at $5 per raffle ticket. Sales of the raffle tickets will be for four months, with the drawing to be held sometime in June
or July. Raffle tickets will be available starting at the March Meeting. The donated watch will be available for inspection, or
ask Mel to see his.

This year’s aviation related activities are just getting started. Locally in March, we will have the EAA SportAir Builder’s
Workshop at Skyline (see article in this issue) as well as an exhibit of International Aviation Photography at the American
Airlines C. R. Smith Museum near DFW Airport. Coming up in April is the Sun-N-Fun Fly-in at Lakeland, Florida and the
Lone Star Flight Museum’s 11th Annual Spirit of Flight Airshow and Aircraft Walkabout on April 28 – 29 in Galveston. I
hope that a number of you will be able to attend some of these sport aviation related activities.

The Chapter now has a new, easy to remember URL for its website. It’s www.eaa168.org.

Let’s keep building, restoring and using our flying machines. Sam Cooper
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Board of Directors Candidates

The following is a list of people who are willing to have
their names placed in nomination. to serve on the
Chapter’s Board of Directors. This slate will be voted on
at the March Chapter meeting. We appreciate their
volunteerism, and we look forward to their leadership in
coming year. We also thank those who served last year.
Their efforts are much appreciated. Another thank you
goes out to the nominating committee for their work. If
you want to serve on the Board, nominations will also be
accepted from the floor at the March Chapter meeting.

Jeff Anderson
Bill Barrett
Don Christiansen
Scott Christiansen
Monroe McDonald
Jerry Mrazek
Stephen Palstring
John Peyton
Jim Quinn
Michael Stephan
John Williams

SWRFI Mechandise for sale

If you couldn’t make it out to SWRFI last year here is
your chance to get that merchandise that you missed. The
prices are less so that makes two reasons to buy. If you
would like to see the goodies, they are viewable on the
SWRFI website atwww.swrfi.org. Below is the list of
items for sale.

Southwest Regional Fly-In t-shirts, caps, pins
T-shirts 2000 date with cute cowboy logo all sizes $9
Caps/ logo $10 pins/logo $3
For further info contact Nancy McDonald 214-352-1564
Email elziem@aol.com

New Meeting Refreshments Officer Needed
By Sam Cooper

For the past nine months Alex Hsia has done an
excellent job arranging our refreshments for the Chapter
Meetings. However, it is time that another volunteer step
forward to handle the Meeting Refreshments. This job is
fairly straightforward, primarily requiring the purchasing
of supplies, preparing the coffee and cookies, and cleaning
up at the end of the Meeting. If you would like to step
forward to handle this, please volunteer at the meeting, or
contact me.

A ERO M IL L ER
B ru c e M il le r , F l ig h t I n s t ru c t o r

A irp la n e , G l id e r , o r T a i ld ra g g e r
B o x 5 4 7 , P r o s p e r , T X 7 5 0 7 8
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Plant: Lakeview Airport
Lake Dallas, TX 75065

Office:
9002 Summer Glen
Dallas, TX 75243
214 - 349 – 0462 (phone & Fax)
www.glassgoose.com
E-Mail: quikkit@glassgoose.com

By Quikkit
Tom Scott

President
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February’s Fly-in
By Michael Stephan

The weather god’s smiled and in they flew. We had a
great turn out for the February Fly-in. There were several
planes that I saw for the first time. Among them were the
Zenair of Carter Craft, the vari-eze of Scott Christiansen,
and the Piper Sub Cub that Sam Cooper came in. also
there was Klaus’ Zenair which made the number of
Zenairs equal to the number of RV’s that were there (The
Asberry’s and the Flunker’s). There was also a KR-2 and
a Katana. I saw for the first time David Carter’s
Christavia MarkIV. I’ve included some of the pictures I
took. Not as good as the real thing, so I hope to see you
and your plane at the next Fly-in…weather permitting.

Hangar Echoes Online
By Michael Stephan

If you read the BOD minutes closely you will notice that
we are trying to reduce our overhead in an attempt to
avoid having to raise the annual dues. Since the
newsletter is a large portion of our expenses, I am trying
to reduce the number we print and mail. I plan to do this
by being able to deliver the newsletter electronically.
Don’t worry. We are not going to eliminate the printed
version, but instead reduce the amount by those who
prefer the electronic version.

There are benefits to getting the newsletter online. They
are (1) the pictures are in color, (2) you can receive it days
before your snail mail arrives (I promise), and (3) it will
never be lost in the mail or mutilated by the mail sorters.

Here is how it works. When I have finished the
newsletter, I upload it in PDF (Adobe Acrobat) format.
You will be able to get it the same day it is printed. You
will receive an email message with the link to the location
(URL) of the newsletter. You click the link and download
the newsletter. Simple.

I currently have a list of more than twenty members
receiving the newsletter online, and if you are interested in
joining the group, email me,mstephan@shr.net, and I will
add you to the list. Try it. If you like it and want to stop
the printed version, let me know.

AIRCRAFT SUPPLY COMPANY
7204 PARWELK

(ANSON & HINES Near Boy Scout Bldg..)
DALLAS, TEXAS 75235

AN MS NAS HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES

ALVIN BOYANTON
Manager / Vice President

(214) 637-3598
Fax (214) 688-0549

AIRCRAFT SUPPLY COMPANY
7204 PARWELK

(ANSON & HINES Near Boy Scout Bldg..)
DALLAS, TEXAS 75235

AN MS NAS HARDWARE & ACCESSORIES

ALVIN BOYANTON
Manager / Vice President

(214) 637-3598
Fax (214) 688-0549

FINA
Presents:
Jan Collmer
Aerobatics

EXTRA 300L
Low Level Acro Performance
• Torque Rolls
• Lomcevaks
• Snap roll on take off

and final approach
A Real Crowd Pleaser

Jan Collmer
14368 Proton Road
Dallas, TX 75244
(972) 233-1589
Fax (972) 233-0481
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Its Almost Complete
By Marvin Brott

Just think, in another couple
of months you won’t have to
read any more about the
building of this RV-8. Just the
same, several of you are still
encouraging me to put pictures
in the newsletter. On Sunday,
February 12th, I borrowed a
trailer and we made several trips to the airport with the
fuselage first followed by the wings. No problems other
then all the rain. Because I had delayed going to the
airport because of poor weather in January, it only took
about five days to get it all together for weight and
balance. Mel and Ann Asberry came by on February 20th

and we did the weight and balance task. The final weight
came out at 1097 pounds. Next is the final FAA
inspection and then light-the-fire and go.

March EAA SportAir Workshops in Dallas
By Sam Cooper

EAA SportAir Workshops will present a two-day
Builder’s Workshop in Dallas, Texas at the Skyline Career
Development Center on March 24-25. This is your chance
to enjoy these workshops on this side of the Metroplex.

They will be presenting workshops on: Introduction to
Aircraft Building; Fabric Covering; Composite
Construction; Sheet Metal; and Gas Welding. In addition,
there will be a Saturday night seminar on “What’s
involved in Kit Building”. The workshops will run from 8
– 5 on Saturday, and 8 – 4 on Sunday. Prices for the two-
day workshops range from $209 to $289 for EAA
members (non-EAAers are $25 more) and the seminar is
$30, which includes dinner.

They have a special program for EAA chapter members.
When you sign up, tell them you are from EAA Chapter
168. If six EAA 168 members sign upfor one of these
March workshops, each person will receive a $25 discount
off the cost of his/her workshop. I already know of two
168 members who have signed up.

Several brochures will be available at our March 6th

Chapter meeting. Or, you can register several other ways:
online at www.sportair.com;by calling 1-800-967-5746;
and by FAX to 1-770-467-9413.

I greatly enjoyed the workshop I attended several years
ago on Composite Construction. It was a great hands on
introduction to moldless composite construction methods
as we each partially built up an 18 inch long section of a
canard. I highly recommend the workshops as a fun, quick
way to get started learning a skill you are interested in.

E.G. “Bo” Bauereis
VICE PRESIDENT

8333 DOUGLAS AVENUE
SUITE 400, L.B. 82
DALLAS, TEXAS 75225
(214) 987-5222
MEMBER MIDWEST STOCK EXCHANGE

Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds,
Financial Planning

E.G. “Bo” Bauereis
VICE PRESIDENT

8333 DOUGLAS AVENUE
SUITE 400, L.B. 82
DALLAS, TEXAS 75225
(214) 987-5222
MEMBER MIDWEST STOCK EXCHANGE

Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds,
Financial Planning

* POLY-FIBER AND CECONITE COVERING MATERIALS
* STEEL & ALUMUNUM TUBING * ALUMINUM SHEET
* AIRCRAFT PLYWOOD * HARDWARE & MORE

ALPHA AVIATION SUPPLY CO.
P.O. BOX 8641 GREENVILLE, TX 75404

903-527-3817

HEADQUARTERS
FOR

SPORT AVIATION PARTS & MATERIALS

Marvin Brott’s RV-8 on the Chapter’s new scales. Notice
his previous project hanging from the ceiling. After
building three airplanes I think Marvin is literally building
his own museum.
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Aviator Watch to be Raffled

Mel Asberry has generously donated a very niceCitizens
NavihawkAviator watch worth about $325 to the Chapter
to help raise some funds. The Board decided to raffle it
and sell the tickets for $5 a chance. We plan to sell tickets
for about 4 months then pull the winning ticket in June or
July at the Chapter Meeting. You don’t need to be present
to win so if you know someone who is always late and
could use a very nice watch, sell them a chance too and
help the Chapter out in the process.

Stange Planes Continued

Looked out one afternoon and saw this fighter doing a
high-speed pass down the runway. Only one thing was
wrong, the prop was feathered and it was making a strange
‘swooshing’ sound. It was the Ryan XFR-1 with a Wright
1820-72W in the nose and a GE I-16 (J-31) in the tail.
(Navy didn’t trust pure jets for wave-offs).

Moved finally to Ft. Worth to work on a strange bird
with six engines on backwards, the XB-36. While

working at the
‘bummer plant’
the B-32 project
was moved to Ft.
Worth as the bird
was to replace the
B-24 on the
production line.
The original XB-

32 had twin vertical tails like the B-24, but some genius at
the War Production Board decided that great economies
could be achieved if the B-32 used the same vertical and
horizontal tail as the then in production B-29. Boeing sent
down a complete tail group from Seattle and I was
assigned to a design group to do the engineering to adapt
the Boeing parts to the B-32. Six months later the revised
B-32 was ready for flight. As the B-32 was about ten feet
shorter than the B-29 is didn’t take a genius to see that the
lateral and pitch stability left a lot to be desired. The test
pilot quit after some very ‘JC’ maneuvers and it was back
to the drawing boards to add an eight foot extension to the
vertical tail and ten feet to the horizontal to hopefully
solve the problem (it helped). While all these engineering
changes were going on the power pods were being
designed and manufactured at the Vultee Plant in
Inglewood. After many delays in getting engines (they
were also used on the B-29) four pods with engines were
mounted on a low boy trailer for the trip to Ft. Worth. In
those days the Texas & Pacific Railroad passed over old
Highway 80 about twenty times between El Paso and Ft.

Office (972) 298-6174
Ans. Service (214) 521-4111

222 S. Cedar Ridge
Duncanville, Texas 75116

Office Hours By Appointment

D.E. CHRISTIANSEN, D.O., P.A.
Family Medicine

Aviation Medical Examiner

LONE STAR
PILOT SHOP
ADDISON AIRPORT

EARLETTE SHULTS

4500 RATLIFF LANE, SUITE 119
DALLAS, TX 75248

972/250-6781 - FAX 972/407-9383

OPEN:
M-F 9:00AM - 5:00PM
SAT 9:00AM - 3:00PM

LONE STAR
PILOT SHOP
ADDISON AIRPORT

EARLETTE SHULTS

4500 RATLIFF LANE, SUITE 119
DALLAS, TX 75248

972/250-6781 - FAX 972/407-9383

OPEN:
M-F 9:00AM - 5:00PM
SAT 9:00AM - 3:00PM

LONE STAR
PILOT SHOP
ADDISON AIRPORT

EARLETTE SHULTS

4500 RATLIFF LANE, SUITE 119
DALLAS, TX 75248

972/250-6781 - FAX 972/407-9383

OPEN:
M-F 9:00AM - 5:00PM
SAT 9:00AM - 3:00PM

Triple“S”
Machine & Fabrication

Single piece machine work
and heliarc welding a specialty

2203 Trinty Springs
Carrollton, Texas 75006

Sid Smith
Phone 972 418-9717

Triple“S”
Machine & Fabrication

Single piece machine work
and heliarc welding a specialty

2203 Trinty Springs
Carrollton, Texas 75006

Sid Smith
Phone 972 418-9717
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Worth. About 40 miles west of Sweetwater the disaster
happened. Although the traffic manager had cleared the
route, the pods lacked about eight inches of clearing the
underpass. 3350’s don’t run too good with bent shafts, so
the traffic manager was fired and the B-32 program was
delayed another year which was just another reason why
the B-32 saw only limited action in the Pacific part of
WW II.

After my stint at the ‘bummer plant’, I got in a Naval
Cadet program and began flying for pay. Almost washed
out as one instructor got deep suspicions that I already
knew which lever and button to push.

Went on to PBY-5Bs and there I sat doing the Corpus
Christi, Coco Solo, to Guantanamo Triangle looking for
German U-Boats and hauling Cuban Rum back to the ‘O’
Club. Never saw a sub but unloaded a depth charge that
was rusting on the rack on some floating oil drums. Had
just transitioned to PBM-5s when the Air Corps ended it
all with Fat Boy and a B-29 over Japan..

Went to work at Globe Aircraft at the Kennedy Grain
Works to work on a V-windshield design for the C-46.
Never worked on
the C-46 but
worked on the
original Globe
Swift with Ted
Knox over in Mr.
Kennedy’s barn.
While at Globe
they had a contract
to put a solid
leading edge on
the UC-78 ‘Bamboo Bomber’. Ferry crews would bring
the birds in for mod and after landing the line foreman
would immediately take his knife and cut the leading edge
fabric. One Second Louie seeing only fabric between the
leading edge ribs passed out on the spot as he had flown
the thing all the way from Jersey through some very rough
weather.

1946 saw me at
Luscombe and after
several projects I
converted a T-8F to
a sprayer because
Cessna’s L-19 had
won the Army
contract for a new
liaison airplane. On
a demo flight to KC I landed at Art Baker’s FBO and
taxied up to his ramp and shut down. I Reached over and
opened the door and put my hand with clipboard fully
grasped out on the wing strut. My hand slipped and out I
went butt over teakettle on the ground in front of the press
and some of Art’s potential customers.

Went on up to Virginia to demo the T-8F sprayer
working with shade grown tobacco. Had to slip in over
the wind rows bordering the field and toss out the flaps to
drive the bug juice into the corners. Bell was there with a
Model 47 with a spray rig installed. All went well until
time to climb out of the corner and he had to go to full
bore. Stripped about $1,000 worth of prime cover leaves
off. The farmer was not too happy.

The spray bug had hit and I bought a surplus Stearman
for $400 and a like-new
R985 P&W and went
spraying wheat for $.10
per acre. Made a lot of
money for the time but
the wife said,
“Stearman or me”, so I
went to work at Chance
Vought on the ‘tailless

wonder’, the F7U-1. That under-powered bird
killed nine test plots with only Marty Collis and
Paul Thayer surviving. Paul lost aileron boost on
landing at Ardmore OK and hit he ground left
wing down and went nose, wing, tail, wing nose,
tail for nine complete rounds before the cockpit
section with Paul still inside, came to rest. Paul
went into sales after that ride. Tony Levier’s
group won a million dollar bid to finish up the
F7U-1 test program.

After Vought, I went to Temco as they had
bought Luscombe and the rights to the Globe Swift.
When I first got there they had the Luscombe, Globe Swift
and the Fairchild F-24 going down parallel lines. Temco
soon acquired the contact to overhaul and IRAN the C-
54’s being used on the Berlin Airlift. At the peak they
were overhauling one C-54 every working day. Some had
hauled coal and the dust got into everything including the
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hydraulic system. Those airplanes supplied an entire city
for some 15 months of everything a city of 2 million
needed!

After the airlift was over we got a contact to modify a C-
54 for the Atomic Energy Commission. We cut a hole in
the top of the fuselage, re-routed the control cables around

the hole in the roof and installed a door. Next a welded
structure was bolted through the floor to the front and rear
carry-through spars to carry a 30,000 pound lead carboy to
carry isotopes. While loading at Kirtland the clutch on the
crane slipped and the carboy came down to the ramp
cracking the concrete and leaving a very messy hole in the
fuselage. Scratch one C-54. Got another contract to
replace the broken bird and luckily we had not thrown the
rough engineering away and got another C-54 modified
and delivered in six weeks. That C-54 was on a delivery
flight and had stopped at Biggs in El Paso to off-load
some parts. While there unloading, a B-36 on a missed
approach drug a wing and skidded off the runway and
caught fire by the C-54, burned the fabric off the tail and
annealed the rear fuselage. The AEC decided to ship by
truck after that.

In another mod program we pulled 12 P-51Ds out of
Pine Bluff and put a full cockpit in the rear after widening
the fuselage where the aft fuel tank was installed. A new
longer canopy was made that included the ADF sense
antenna inside the canopy bonded to the Plexiglas. I
installed a Lionel Train pick-up roller riding on a copper
track on the fuselage to keep the antenna connected at all
canopy openings. The Air Force spares people could
never quite understand why the Lionel Train Company
showed up on the spares vendor list. So much for hi-tech!

Since Temco shared the ramp with Chance Vought, the
F7U-1 returned from a flight one day and a line crewman
went up and touched the rubber bumper on the bottom of
the fin and fell over dead. Electrocuted they said. About
the same time the Air Force was losing P-80s for some
unexplained reason. One fall afternoon a P-80 landed gear
up in the sands out by Alamagordo out of fuel and the
young Captain dead from no apparent reason. The
autopsy revealed a pin hole through his skull where he had
been electrocuted. I got a contract to instrument a P-80
and hired a pilot to fly around in West Texas and New
Mexico looking for dust or snow storms. The pilot found
a real duster, came back and landed. He taxied up and
shut down and I went up to the canopy and touched it with
a lead pencil and the pencil exploded! The test volt-meter
measured over 2.5 million volts between the canopy and
the metal fuselage. The pilot went back to selling
insurance in Clovis and I installed a fine copper wire
imbedded in plastic tube bonded to the canopy and the end
tied to the canopy rail to bleed the static electricity build-
up off the canopy. Gentex immediately had their contract
for helmets modified to include a hi-pot test of 5 million
volts on all Air Force helmets. The Navy soon followed
suit and today you still see the fine wires in bubble
canopies.

Look for more of Gene’s exploits in the April issue of
Hangar Echoes.
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GPS Summaries
By Sidney Z. Winski

Lately I've been renting a Cessna 152 and a Katana. The
Cessna's don't have a panel mounted GPS. The Katanas,
one with a Bendix and the second with a Garmin, have no
operating manuals. I thought maybe operating
instructions would be on the Internet but none were
available. Therefore, I ordered the Bendix & Garmin
manuals. The manuals are OK but there is so much detail
I could never fly and read the manual at the same time, so
I summarized the important features of each and made up
my own operating summary sheets. Since the Cessna
doesn't have a GPS I use my $99 hand held Magellan.
The following photo shows the three summaries, all being
in Microsoft Word. If your are interested in one or all,
please contact Marvin Brott or me for an electronic copy.
They are for:

MAGELLAN GPS 300 (hand held)
BENDIX GPS KLN 35A
GARMIN GPS GNC 300XL

Living with Your Project
By Marvin Brott

Many years ago, Martin and Claudia Sutter were the
only people I knew who could claim they had built their
RV in the living room. Not so any longer. Ben and Pat
Johnson now have their RV6A QB in their living room.
Check out the following picture and ask them about it at
the next meeting.

Live With Your Plane
At Beautiful

Hidden Valley Airpark

• 260-Acre Residential Airpark near Lewisville Lake
• 81 Homesites, 62 with homes/hangars on paved roads
• 2,000 foot paved runway with sod 700’ overrun (5TX0)
• 25-acre horse pasture, private entrance road and lake
• 30 minutes from Dallas or Fort Worth, 5 minutes to mall
• For info on lots and homes, call (940) 321-5758
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