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Strange Planes part II
Continued from last month
By Gene Spaulding

INTRO by Michael Stephan:
If you haven’t met
Gene Spaulding, you
are missing out on
some very interesting
stories. Lucky for us,
Gene wrote a few of
them down, at least
the one’s he could tell
us without having to
kill us afterwards.
Last month he spoke
of his first exposure to
aviation in Abilene
TX. Took us through
his beginning years working in the manufacturing
business during WWII, and his modification work on some
very unique aircraft. This month we have the conclusion,
where Gene, working at TEMCO takes us on a few very
secretive US military projects. Enjoy.
Since the mod business was what Temco did well, we
received a contract to modify a Martin B-57 to mount a
nineteen foot Bomarc Missile nose for high altitude tests

of the guidance system. Boeing sent a nose section down
and an adapter was made to mount the Bomarc where the
radar usually rode. Marty Collis was finally bribed enough
to fly the beast. Taking off from Grand Prairie he made a
slow turn to test down around Waco and radioed back that
laterial stability was non-existent. After hours of nervous
testing we finally delivered the bird to the Air and Force
who took it down to Eglin and proceeded to dump it in the
Gulf trying to get it back to dry land.
As we were now experienced B-57 tinkerers we next
received a contract with a set of really odd specs. We had
to remove all the labels, nameplates, and tags off metal
parts and even grind ‘Goodrich’ off the tires. The Air
Force sent down some special black paint to paint the
exterior. P & W had Excello make up some dual fuel
controllers for the J-57 engines as the mechanical cams
did not have enough range to control fuel-air ratios at the
desired new altitude which only a few of us knew to be
over 86,000 feet. We installed special receivers and
recorders on the rotary bomb bay doors and many new
flush antennas on the wings and fuselage. After sneaking
the bird out of the hanger one dark night, we took the B57 to Kirtland AFB to test the strange bird. Max altitude
was slightly under the specs, which cost us a small dollar
price penalty. As we had a support contract for the bird
and the special equipment we had installed, it was now
time to try it in the real world. I met the bird in Adana
Turkey to demonstrate to the Air Force that it would do
what they wanted. We took off headed for Nicosia,
Cyprus and at 60,00 feet we would start our climb over
Northern Turkey and turn toward Toillisi SSR Georgia
heading for the rocket test center at Kopeysk. The snoops
thought the commies were testing a new missile and
wanted pictures. On that same flight, we turned north
toward Moscow to try to trip the Moscow District Air
Defense Radars. They must have seen us coming as they
had turned the radars off
Continued on page 5
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April 3 Chapter Meeting

April 10 Director’s Meeting

Our
April
3rd
Monthly
Meeting
will be held at the
Farmers
Branch
Library, located on
the northwest corner
of Webb Chapel and
Golfing Green Dr.
The meeting will be
held
in
the
auditorium and will
begin at 6:30 p.m.
and finish by 9:00.

The April 10th BOD meeting will be held on the 16th at
the Farmers Branch Library meeting room starting at 7:00
p.m. The minutes from the March 13th BOD meeting
(recorded by Steve Genote) are as follows:
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This month’s speaker is Paul Royko from Shell Oil’s
Aviation division. Paul will speak on the latest in engine
lubrication as well as answer any of your questions
concerning oil or Shell Aviation products.
If you are interested in clearing up any questions about
what type of oil to put in your engine, or the differences
between the different synthetic blends, make plans to
attend the April meeting.

April 7 Chapter Fly In
th

This month’s Chapter Fly-In will be on April 7th to
Cedar Mills airport on lake Texoma. It has a recently
improved grass strip, and I hear it is very nice. There is a
restaurant in the Marina just a few steps down the road
from the grass strip. We will meet there for another round
of lunch beginning at around 11am. Last month was
pretty good weather and we had quite a nice crowd. So,
let’s hope this month’s weather continues the streak. We
will see you there.

Upcoming Local Events

•
•
•
•

March 31st – Young Eagles Event at Mid-Wae.
April 7th – Chapter Fly-in to Cedar Mills airport for
Lunch.
April 14th – Gatesville Breakfast Fly-in. 7am
April 28-29 – Lone Star Flight Museum Spirit of
Flight Airshow (Galveston)

Upcoming National Events

•
•
•

April 8th –14th - Sun-N-Fun. Lakeland Florida.
July 24th – 30th – AirVenture. Oshkosh.
Sept. 21st-22nd – Southwest Regional Fly-in. (SWRFI)
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Attendees: Sam Cooper, Mel Asberry, Ted Fontelieu,
Stephen Palstring, Jerry Mrazek, Michael Stephan, David
Cheek, Ann Asberry, Steve Genotte, Scott Christensen,
Jim Quinn, Tom Davies, Bill Barett.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

The April 3 Chapter meeting will feature Paul Royko from
Shell Petroleum.
The next Board meeting will be at 7 p.m., April 10, in the
Farmers Branch Public Library.
The April fly-in is April 7 at Cedar Mills (Gordonville).
The April newsletter assembly will be at Mack & Judy
Cobb’s home on April 24.
The Young Eagles flight will be March 31 at Midway
airport (Midlothian) at 0900.
New Board Members will take office April 1.
Treasurer Ted Fontelieu gave a report on the Chapter’s
finances, showing income and expenses for the first quarter
were basically balanced. Also, inquiries are being made
into finding a less expensive outlet for the Chapter’s
checking account.
Nearly 20 members have chosen to receive the newsletter
electronically only or have expressed an interest in trying it
out. (E-mail newsletter editor Michael Stephan if you want
to join the 21st century.)
E-mail notification of membership dues renewal was
discussed.
The raffle for the Citizen’s Aviator watch is off to a good
start.
The Chapter web site (www.eaa168.net) will be hosted by a
new service, as Vline.net is no longer in business.

April 24 Newsletter Assembly
th

The April 24th issue of Hangar Echoes will be assembled
at the home of Judy and Keith (Mack) Cobb starting at
7:00 PM. The address is 1400 Seminole Dr. Richardson,
TX. For directions call Judy or Mack at 972 234-4387.
Mack is building a RV-9. He has Finished the tail and is
working on the wings. I believe is has one finished and is
working on the other. I visited his project a few months
ago and his craftsmanship is excellent. If you have any
questions on building technique or want to see how nice
the RV-9 is to build, come on out and help us fold a few
newsletters. There is some interesting stuff in Mack’s
shop.
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A Message from the President:
Sam Cooper
We again had a good turnout for Ed Kolano’s very
interesting presentation on experimental aircraft flying
qualities. Ed provided us with insightful comments and
anecdotes that often do not end up in his excellent flying
qualities reports.
My personal schedule kept me from attending our
March fly-in. (I have been providing field support for
my company’s product in Minnesota for the last 5
weeks.) However, I now have a renewed appreciation
for our warmer weather and how it allows us to keep
flying twelve months a year, if we choose to do so.
Flying, or working on an airplane, on a 35-50°F day really is not that bad, compared to what our northern neighbors have to
deal with.
Personally, I am ready to take a break with a visit to Sun-N-Fun during April. I am looking forward to attending this first
event of the annual fly-in season. This year in particular, I need a visit to reinvigorate me with a good dose of sport aviation.
Everything from the beautiful craftsmanship of the show aircraft, to the vendor exhibits of the latest developments. I hope
that a number of you will be able to attend as well.
The sales of our raffle tickets for the Citizen Navihawk watch got off to a good start at the March meeting. We will continue
to sell tickets for the next several months. We will also have raffle tickets available in Hangar Echoes. You will need to fill
those out and send them in.
We have also had an excellent response to our effort to deliver the Chapter newsletter to our members electronically. In
addition to the twenty plus who signed up originally, at least another dozen more have signed up as well. From personal
experience, I know that you will be able to quickly receive and print a color copy of the newsletter. If you have not signed up
for this program, please give it your consideration.
Chapter Service Recognition:
The members of the Chapter 168 Board of Directors for 2000 have completed their service this month. I would like to
recognize and thank these individuals for the contributions they made to Chapter 168 last year, and during the beginning of
2001. They took time out of their lives to provide inputs, feedback, guidance, and support to the Chapter 168 Officers and our
Chapter activities. Thanks for your service. The members of the Board of Directors were as follows: Bill Barrett; Bo
Bauereis; Jerry Bidle; Don Christiansen; Bernie Cross; Ted Fontelieu; David Pack; Stephen Palstring; John Peyton; Sid
Smith; Michael Stephan.
A number of the Chapter 168 volunteer officers will be continuing their service to Chapter 168 for 2001. We need to
recognize and thank these individuals for the contributions they made to Chapter 168 last year, and will make again in 2001.
Thanks for your service. These volunteer officers are as follows: Michael Stephan (HE editor, librarian); Marvin Brott (HE
contributing editor); Bo Bauereis (advertising); Jerry Mrazek (data processing); Vern Williams (tool custodian); Chuck Farry
(fly-in ground ops); Mel Asberry (safety); Jim and Jane Quinn (website editors); and Jim Quinn (Young Eagles coordinator).
In addition, Alex Hsia has handled the meeting refreshments for most of 2000 and the beginning of 2001. Thanks Alex.
Picking up for Alex, Eileen Genotte and Pat Johnson have stepped forward to handle the meeting refreshments. Thanks,
Eileen and Pat.

Let’s keep building, restoring and using our flying machines.

April 2001

Sam Cooper
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Young Eagles Event at Mid-Wae

New Board of Directors Elected

By Michael Stephan

Coming up on March 31st is a Young Eagles event at
Mid-Wae airport (between Waxahachie and Midlothian).
We are not sponsoring this event, but we have helped out
in the past. Last year we flew quite a few kids. I know it
is short notice, but if you are interested or plan on helping
call Jim Quinn jquinn2@swbell.net at 972-788-2593 and
he will get you coordinated with the event sponsor.

Aviator Watch Raffle Update
By Michael Stephan

Our raffle for the Aviator watch donated by Mel is off to
a great start. Since we want everyone to be able to
participate, I have included a blank ticket below. If you
are interested in a $5 chance for the Watch, cut out the
ticket below, fill it out, and send it in with your money
(payable to Chapter 168) to:

Last month at the Chapter meeting the members voted
unanimously to elect the slate of Director nominees for
2001. If you missed last month’s meeting or newsletter
the new directors are:
Jeff Anderson
Don Christiansen
Monroe McDonald
Stephen Palstring
Jim Quinn
John Williams

Bill Barrett
Scott Christensen
Jerry Mrazek
John Peyton
Michael Stephan

They will begin serving at the April BOD meeting on
April 10th.

Aviator Watch Raffle
EAA Chapter 168
PO Box 168
Addison, TX 75001-0168

EAA Chapter 168 Raffle
For Citizen Navihawk Watch
$5 per ticket

Date:

FAA

Name:
Phone #:
If you like, make a few copies and offer a few chances to
your friends. All I ask is to be sure to send your money
with the ticket. I would recommend sending your
payment in the form of a check. That way you will have a
record of your entry. Do not send cash. Don’t wait. Send
those entries in, and good luck.

Presents:
Jan Collmer
Aerobatics

April 2001

TECHNICAL COUNSELOR
FLIGHT ADVISOR
SAFETY OFFICER

MEL ASBERRY
2464 COUNTRY RD. 655
FARMERSVILLE, TX 75442-6014

972-784-7544
972-598-8458

HEADQUARTERS
FOR
SPORT AVIATION PARTS & MATERIALS

FINA
EXTRA 300L
Low Level Acro Performance
• Torque Rolls
• Lomcevaks
• Snap roll on take off
and final approach
A Real Crowd Pleaser

EAA

DESIGNATED AIRWO RTHINESS REP.
AVIATION SA FETY COUNSE LOR
GROUND INS TRUCTOR
A & P ME CHANIC

Jan Collmer
P.O. Box 702708
Dallas, TX 75370
(972) 733-1700
Fax (972) 713-8812

* POLY-FIBER AND CECONITE COVERING MATERIALS
* STEEL & ALUMUNUM TUBING * ALUMINUM SHEET
* AIRCRAFT PLYWOOD * HARDWARE & MORE

ALPHA AVIATION SUPPLY CO.
P.O. BOX 8641 GREENVILLE, TX 75404
903-527-3817
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Stanges Planes
Continued from page 1

Lockheed got the U-2 up and going and took over high
altitude overflights. At the very end the Russkies finally
got their surface-to-air birds working and brought down
Gary Powers and messed up the President’s summit
meeting. His was the last acknowledged airplane overflight.
Having credentials for the spook business we next
received a contract to modify a C-130. The bird came into
Greenville for the same no-markings program as the B-57
plus provisions for a special room in the cargo bay for 24
special E-Lint operators. The airplane was covered with
special antennas with flush dummy rivets across the
antennae so that the bird looked like any other MATS
Cargo hauler. Tail markings and squadron markings
identical to a real MATS hauler that made a weekly run
form Puerto Laute to Teharan and on to Karachi. One dark
night the spook airplane was substituted for the real C-130
hauler and left on the weekly run. The regular C-130 was
challenged by MIGs the week before but they flew away
because they were in Turkish airspace. The spook C-130
with 24 of the Air Force’s total of 26 bi-lingual operators
aboard was jumped by two MIGs and shot down near the
Turkish/Armenia border near Yervan USSR. The State
Department made a stink about an unarmed cargo plane
and all that political stuff. The Russians apologized and
sent back four bodies of the aircrew and that’s all (154
men were lost on the silent war missions that our
Government never acknowledged existed).

landing F-86s and B-47s that were operating in and out of
Eglin. We were there almost six months making some AF
types very nervous by flying a small airplane complete
with a mannequin in the left seat on what appeared to be a
collision course with the landing swept-wingers. (Wish I
had recorded the tower conversations). We had flown
early morning and late evening and in between in an
attempt to duplicate the event that tripped the Beaver. On
the last day of our contract, a young Second Looie flying
the drone tucked in especially close behind a landing B-47
and whammo-, the L-17 flipped and crashed on the
runway behind a B-47. A Bird Colonel from Wright–Pat
flying in the B-47 told the operations officer that he
thought everyone at Eglin was crazy. The anemometer at
the top of one of our poles left after recording a velocity of
180 knots on the strip charts. The cameras also recorded a
whirling flow of very warm moist Florida air coming off
the wing tips and flaps of the B-47. We now call those
‘vortices’ and call for a two minute separation between
landing swept wing birds and smaller aircraft.

We finally gave up on manned missions and got our KR10s operating which threw down film canisters from orbit
west of Hawaii which we retrieved with two special C130s with two booms in front with a wire to snag the
shrouds of the chute and drag the film canister into the
rear cargo door. One C-130 flew at 35,000 and one at
15,000 feet and the high man always made the catch while
I was on the program.

During Korea the Navy had tried to destroy a large
power plant at Anju, North Korea. Many planes and pilots
had been lost trying. I received a contract to modify two
F9Fs, one as a drone and the other as the mother ship. We
were making a terminal TV guidance system for the
Regulus Missile. The TV part was modified to mount on
a wing rack with two 500 pounders under the other racks
of the drone F9F. The mother ship had receivers and the

During this ‘hi-tech’ period the Army lost a Dehaviland
Beaver with two Generals and two Colonels aboard.
Seems they turned in behind a Boeing 707 at Philly and
got tossed upside down at a very low altitude and not
being acro-trained, lost the bird. The Army came to us for
a contract to modify two L-17s (Ryan Navions in Olive
Drab) with auopilots and radio control equipment. Special
ground equipment included cameras and hi-speed
anemometers mounted on 200 foot poles installed every
200 feet down the long runway at Eglin Test Center. Our
task was to fly the L-17s at right angles to the approach
path to try to intercept the turbulence from the swept wing
April 2001

Aircraft Retrieval
Damaged Aircraft Storage

Used Parts
Buy & Sell Problem Aircraft

ASOD
Stephen Smith
Salesman – Air Frame & Avionics
A & P Mechanic

(972) 227-1111
(800) 336-6399
FAX (972) 227-6176
www.asod.com
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first airborne VCR built by Bing Crosby Enterprises,
which later became AMPEX. The F9Fs were shipped to a
carrier in the Sea of Japan and after a few tests to check
out pilots who could fly two F9Fs at once, were sent up
the River to Anju. One of my favorite “TV shows” was of
the open door of the power plant getting bigger in the TV
picture and a very excited man running out the door just
before the screen went blank, Heard they also took out a
hard to bust dam with the same setup. Smart bombs used
in Desert Storm had a granddaddy used almost 40 years
earlier in another scuffle.

The last strange bird I worked on was not a plane but a
real mean bird with a 6800 plus mile range. Northrop built
the smart inertial guidance system for the MX Missile,
which had some very awesome accuracy. On test twelve
into Kwajelin Lagoon 5700 miles from Vandenberg, one
of the ten re-entry vehicles hit a twelve by twelve shack
dead on with a Russian instrument ship sitting about four
miles off-shore. The Russians decided to sign the START
Treaty soon after. In 18 firings we were never more than
100 feet off the target with a re-entry vehicle.

Its Not Over Yet
By Marvin Brott

I am sure last month that you thought I would be flying
the RV-8 by now. The first flight has not taken place and
I am trying hard to be a patient person. Last month I
reported the moving of the airplane to the airport on
February 12th followed by weight and balance on February
20th. Mel alerted me in January that the FAA requires the
white Registration, of Aircraft now, not the pink
registration as in the past, before final inspection. Waiting
for this final copy cost me only 3 or 4 days before the
DAR (Mel Asberry) could do the final paperwork. I
recommend sending off for the final registration months
before you need it as Mel mentioned in the February
newsletter. As the picture indicates, Mel along with his
FAA supervisor Tim made the airworthiness inspection on
March 8th. As you can see, out of the kindness of Mel’s
heart he gave me a Special Airworthiness Certificate (the
little pink card). Note that attached to the pink card is a
number of sheets on operating limitations. Somewhat to
my surprise, Mel indicated that the pink airworthiness
certificate must be accompanied by the operating
limitation at all times. I have talked to several other
builders and the white operating limitations have not
shared the same status as all of the other required
documents to be on-board at all times (Airworthiness,
Registration, Owners Manual and Weight and Balance).
Maybe I am just waking up again since it has been ten
years since the RV-4 got it’s papers. Anyway, don’t
misplace the signed copy of your limitations.

My last bird was strange at first as it was the first
composite I had worked on, but my Glasair has become a
seventeen year old friend that seems to go where I want to
go. Just wish I was working on the Aurora program, what
with Mach 8 and the Mother plane and all that super stuff.
Guess I will read about it some day.

Things were going well on March 13th, so I taxied out
for the first flight and the electronic ignition failed. Since
that time I have been trying to diagnose the problem and
sending things back and forth via UPS. I am real close to
going back to the Slick mag. If you get the opportunity,
stop by Aero Country and cheer me up. I hope to be in the
air by the next newsletter.
April 2001
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By Klaus Truemper

Last summer, the Rotax 912 engine in my 601HDS
(N314LB) would not shut off properly. When both
ignition circuits where shut off, the engine would continue
running. At first I suspected that lead build-up in the
engine caused dieseling. But an inspection of the cylinders
showed that, after about 500 hrs, there was little lead
build-up. This is likely due to the fact that for local flying
I always use premium unleaded autogas.

To establish a good ground connection for those wires,
Rotech recommended that the brass loops of the wires be
cleaned and reattached with dielectric grease. I did that
and also carried out cleaning and reinstallation with
dielectric grease for the cable that grounds the entire
engine.
The results:
1. The engine shuts off immediately when the ignition
switches are turned off. But there were additional
benefits.
2. The engine starts much better than before. Just a
momentary touch of the start switch fires up the
engine, even in cold weather.
3. The rpm drop when one of the two ignition systems
is turned off during the runup is so much reduced
that the change is almost unnoticeable.
4. Idle is much smoother than before.
5. At any cruise setting (for me, this is anywhere
between 4000 and 5000 rpm), the engine runs much
smoother than before.

E n g in e s
B O B B Y ’S P L A N E S ‘N P A R T S I N C .
9 0 6 1 F .M . 1 8 8 5
W E A T H E R F O R D , T X 7 6 0 8 8 -1 4 4 5
BOBBY OSBORN
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T e l . 9 4 0 -6 8 2 -4 2 2 0
F a x 9 4 0 -6 8 2 -4 2 6 4

My recommendation: If there is even a hint of inferior
engine starting, excessive rpm drop during run-up,
reduced or uneven cruise performance, or continued
running after shutoff, you may want to make sure that the
CDI module is properly grounded using the procedure
recommended by Rotech. Though my problem involved
the Rotax 912 UL engine, it may well be that the same
grounding problem could happen with the other 912/914
versions of the engine.
CAMCO RDERS - LAPTOP - CELL PHONES - LITHIUM - CUSTOM BATTERY PACKS

PO WE RED
UP

Batteries for your
portable world.
EVS Supply
www.evssupply.com
1-800 77 6-5267
E-MAIL: BA TTMEN@SPRINTMAIL.CO M
battmen@sprintmail.com

SEALED LEAD BATTERIES- CHARGERS- WATCHES

Nick Heintz counseled that I contact Rotech in Canada
since he had never seen this problem before. Rotech said
that most likely the problem came from faulty grounding
of the CDI module. That module sits on top of the engine.
Several grounding wires of the module are attached with
one small bolt to the intake manifold of the #1 and #3
cylinders.

Apparently, the ignition module was never well
grounded, or at least the ground connection became faulty
shortly after I began flying with the engine.

NICADS - NICKEL - METAL HYDRIDE - TEST EQUIP

Grounding of CDI Module, Rotax 912 Engine

Live With Your Plane
At Beautiful
Hidden Valley Airpark
•
•
•
•
•
•

260-Acre Residential Airpark near Lewisville Lake
81 Homesites, 62 with homes/hangars on paved roads
2,000 foot paved runway with sod 700’ overrun (5TX0)
25-acre horse pasture, private entrance road and lake
30 minutes from Dallas or Fort Worth, 5 minutes to mall
For info on lots and homes, call (940) 321-5758

Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds,
Financial Planning

E.G. “Bo” Bauereis
VICE PRESIDENT
8333 DOUGLAS AVENUE
SUITE 400, L.B. 82
DALLAS, TEXAS 75225
(214) 987-5222
MEMBER MIDWEST STOCK EXCHANGE
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Need Help?
By Marvin Brott

Last Tuesday Don Christiansen gave me a call and we
met at Hick Field for lunch.
After lunch, Alex
DeDominicis showed up in his fantastic RV-6, so we all
went down to see Jay Pratt’s new hangar facility. Jay, a
member of 168, is setting up a new RV Help Center at
Hicks. His help center operates similar to other centers
where a customer-builder can rent space to build, utilize
Jay’s tools, and obtain assistance from Jay in the form of
counsel or building subassemblies. His future plans are to
put apartments in the second level so builders could make
an extended stay. Currently Jay has an RV-8 and RV-6 in
the center. Interesting enough, the RV-6 belongs to Ben
Johnson, another 168 member. The last time you saw this
RV it was in Ben’s living room. The picture shows left to
right Ben, Alex, Jay and Don standing in the middle of the
facility. Jay currently has room for (2) people interested
in quickly completing their RV QB kits. His cell number
is (817) 271-0594 and his email is N46RV@aol.com.

I am sure Jay would be happy to help any of you build a
new RV-7. You say, what’s an RV-7? Well, Van’s
Aircraft announced on March 20th this new aircraft with
the following photo. Vans answered the question with the
following. “If it’s a 7, you can think of it as one better
than an RV-6. It will be the RV-6’s successor. Well, we
do reserve the right to get smarter. In the RV-7/7A, we
have an airplane with comparable performance, better
visibility, more useful load, more room, and more range. It
is also much easier to build.” This news caught most of
RV world by surprise (it certainly did me).
As a postscript to this help center announcement, have
you seen all the new builders-assist programs. One that
caught my eye was the four place Express program where
you build your airframe in six weeks (their place) and they
finish it up (avionics, firewall forward, and paint). You
get the repairman’s certificate. This is just one of several
assist programs.

The

GLASS GOOSE
By Quikkit

Office:
9002 Summer Glen
Dallas, TX 75243
214 - 349 – 0462 (phone & Fax)
www.glassgoose.com
E-Mail: quikkit@glassgoose.com

D.E. CHRISTIANSEN, D.O., P.A.
Family Medicine
Aviation Medical Examiner

Office (972) 298-6174
222 S. Cedar Ridge
Ans. Service (214) 521-4111
Duncanville, Texas 75116
Office Hours By Appointment
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Tom Scott
President
Plant: Lakeview Airport
Lake Dallas, TX 75065

A E R O M IL L E R
B r u c e M i ll e r , F li g h t I n s t r u c t o r
A ir p la n e , G li d e r , o r T a il d r a g g e r
B o x 5 4 7 , P ro sp e r, T X 7 5 0 7 8
( 9 7 2 ) 3 4 6 -2 8 3 1
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Pavel’s Project
By Michael Stephan

One night a little
while back I met with
Pavel Kulendik, and
we talked about his
projects and what it is
like
to
fly
in
Czechoslovakia. His
view of aviation is a
little different than
mine and most people
here in the United
States, so I thought I
would share some of
our conversation.
The story begins
with the Culwells
flying though Europe. They wanted a contact at an airport
in Czechoslovakia just in case they had mechanical
trouble. Pavel was that person and after meeting him, was
very impressed with him and decided to ask him to come
to Dallas and restore a classic MG for them. The money
would provide him an engine for his airplane project, and
he could get an accelerated course in English.
We spoke about what flying in Europe is like,and he said
it isn’t as easy to fly in Europe as it is to fly here.
Number one, it is very expensive to fly in Europe. Fuel
costs are about four times what they are here. Tack a few
users’ fees on and it is very hard for the recreational user
to afford much flight time. Pavel said if you want to fly it
is best to belong to a flying club. Every airport has one
and due to the cost of fuel most of them are sailplane
clubs. With his project at one airport and belonging to a
club at another airport, he has two airports which he calls
home. A second difficulty is customs. We don’t have
much interaction with customs, but Pavel told me that it
only takes about a one or two hour flight in any direction
and you’re in another country. While here, Pavel flew a
little, and I’m sure he is glad to not have to go through
customs when he landed.
For a while we talked about what his airplane project.
He is building a KR2. He further added that his was the
only KR2 in Czechoslovakia. So much for having another
project to look at. He also said that he went to Airventure
last year and didn’t see any there. He asked the
Airventure staff and they told him that none had flown in.
“We have a couple of those in our chapter,” I told him.
“Yes I plan to go see them,” he said. See belonging to our
Chapter has its benefits.
April 2001

He went on to say that the building process is a little
harder in Chez.
He has the plans, but all the
measurements are in Standard English units. So he must
convert all of them into the metric equivalent. Further, he
said all the hardware and fasteners called out in the
drawings must also be converted since all those parts are
sold in the metric lengths as well. I think you can see how
this could add a degree of difficulty to an already
challenging project. It made my head hurt, but Pavel
seemed to accept it as normal.
While I was there he showed me the Classic MG he was
restoring. I don’t know much about MG’s, but I could see
that he does excellent work. He showed me the only
guide he had for the project, which wasn’t the
maintenance manual, but instead just a manual on how to
increase the car’s performance. By the look of the book it
was about as old as the car. He took every nut and bolt off
that car, sandblasted them and if they didn’t meet spec he
replaced them. Every subassembly was rebuilt and
restored including the engine.
He told me that restoring the MG improved his English.
I asked how. He said that every time he needed a part or
supplies he had to communicate what he needed. He
mentioned that he met some very patient people. His
English is pretty good now, and he said that alone was
worth the time spent here. Pavel said it would take several
years of English classes in Czechoslovakia to learn what
he leaned here in six months.

After getting to know Pavel, I thought others would like
to get a chance to spend a little time talking with him and
looking over the nearly completed MG. So, I arranged to
have last month’s Hangar Echoes assembled at the
Culwell’s hangar where Pavel and the MG have been
staying. The Culwell’s were very nice extending to us the
use the hangar for the evening. As a bonus we got a
chance to look at the Culwell’s very beautifully restored
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Marvin remarked to me the other day that he hopes not
everyone subscribes to the newsletter online, because we
would have to think up a new reason to get together on
that last Tuesday of the month.
Note: By the time you read this, the MG will be finished,
and Pavel will probably be back in Czechoslovakia buying
an engine to put in his KR2.

DeHavilland Beaver, which was also there in the hangar.
That is a big airplane. It even made Stephen Palstring look
small. That Beaver was Pavel’s ride to Oshkosh last year.
Lucky guy.
That night we folded and stamped the newsletters,
admired a few projects, ate some delicious refreshments,
which Nelda Mrazek, Ann Asberry and Vivian Bruce
generously brought, and had a pretty good time.
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