Flying Around Thunderstorms

by K. Truemperm

muggy air, and each rising bubble corresponds to the rising column of air inside a thunderstorm cell.
When the water in the pot reaches the boiling point, suddenly bubbles rise everywhere. In the corresponding situation, a megasystem of thunderstorms is produced within
minutes. On radar, a large area turns yellow (= heavy rain,
turbulence), while the rest is green (= rain). Never, ever fly
in such weather because it is almost impossible to survive
the accompanying windshear of microbursts, the deluge of
rain, the lightning, and the possibly occurring hail.
Warning signals for this setting are high
temperatures, close to 100% humidity, and
Due to the elections,
very strong surface winds. I have seen that
the November meeting
setting turn into a cauldron of thunderhas been moved to
storms within 15 minutes, with 40 kt surNovember 13th (the
face winds changing direction by 180
second Tuesday). See
degrees in 20 seconds as a microburst
page two for the other
came down on the airport. At that time, I
scheduled events.
was a low-time pilot, and by sheer luck had

Flying to Oshkosh this year with my friend A. Tamir, we
stopped in the early afternoon at Cassville, MO, due to
deteriorating weather that spawned thunderstorms.
Another plane landed shortly after us. The pilot told us he
was coming from Oshkosh, had flown in parts of Missouri
at 200 ft AGL, and was planning to go on to Texas. Indeed,
he added some oil to the engine and proceeded to take off
into deteriorating weather. Maybe he was lucky and did
make it home that day. But one would not call his decisions prudent or safe. How can we deal with thunderstorms
safely? It depends on the circumstances.
A Model for Thunderstorms
Imagine a pot of water that is being heated
on a stove and is close to the boiling point.
Now and then a bubble of steam forms at
the bottom of the pot, rises, and breaks up
as it reaches the surface of the water. Keep
that picture in mind when analyzing thunderstorms. The hot water represents hot,
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Attendees: Michael Stephan, David Cheek, Steve
Genotte, Jeff Anderson, Don Christiansen, Steve
Palstring, Sam Cooper, Bill Barret, Ben Johnson, Pat
Johnson, Scott Christensen, Tom Davies, Jerry Mrazek
and John A. Williams.
• The November 13 Chapter meeting speaker will be
noted aviation cartoonist Robert Chambers, aka
“Robrucha”.
• The November fly-in will be on the 10th, at Northwest
Regional airport.
• The next Board meeting will be at 7 p.m., Nov. 15th,
in the Farmers Branch Public Library.
• The November newsletter assembly will be at the
home of Chris Pratt on Nov. 27, starting at 7 p.m.
• Chapter officer elections: President—Sam Cooper,
Vice President—David Cheek, Secretary— Pat Johnson.
• Ted Fontelieu has resigned as Treasurer. Michael
Stephan was nominated to act as interim Treasurer.
The nomination was unanimously approved.
• The CY 2002 meeting schedule has been submitted
to the F.B library for approval.
• E.A.A. 2002 calendars have not shipped yet.
• Chapter Finances: Sam Cooper has brought the books
up to date, confirming the chapter is solvent. The
Wells Fargo chapter checking account is now in use.
• Discussions are being held with McKinney Chapter
1246 exploring the possibility of a daylong program
of speakers, perhaps along a certain area or theme
of aviation.
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held in the auditorium
Valley View
and will begin at 6:30
635-LBJ
P. M . and finish by
9:00 P.M.
Our
November
Chapter meeting will
feature our own Robert Chambers. Robert is the creator of
the Robrucha cartoon. He will present a program on the
creative process behind his aviation cartoons. If you subscribe to kitplanes you will see his cartoons in the back of
the magazine. If you are wondering why some of his characters seem familiar, come to the meeting and you can find
out. This meeting should be a real good time.
Webb Chapel Road

October 9th Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

Josey Lane

November 13th Chapter Meeting

Upcoming Local Events
• Harrison County airport fly-in, Marshall, Texas.
Saturday, November 3, 10 A.M. till 2 P.M.
Fuel discounted 10 cents/gallon, chili for lunch.
Contact Hugh Hunton (318) 925-2302
Hosted by Lone Star Wing of CAF and Aiello Aviation.
• November 10 - MIDLAND, TX - Confederate Air
Force Headquarters sponsored
"The Dead Ships of Truk Lagoon" Rememberance
of War, 915-563-1000
• November 10 - FAIRVIEW, OK - Fairview Flight
Club sponsored 5Oth Annual World’s Oldest Free
Fly-In, 580-227-3788

November 27th Newsletter Assembly
The December issue of Hangar Echoes will be assembled
on November 27th at the home of Chris Pratt at 7 pm.
Chris lives at 6277 Liberty Hill, Dallas 75248. If you need
directions call Chris at 972-386-4319. The last time we
visited Chris he had just received his RV-8 Quickbuild kit.
I talked with him recently and he has made quite a bit of
progress on his plane. Being an RV-8 builder myself, I am
very eager to see his project and ask him a few questions.
I will see you there.
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November 10th chapter fly-in.
This month’s fly-in will be to NorthWest Regional Airport.
Mike Hodge, who hangars there, has offered to have us
gather at his hangar on
the west side of the airport. We are changing to
a lunch schedule, but
since NW Regional does
not have a restaurant, we
are going to brown bag it.
So if you want some
lunch you will need to
bring your own. Below is
a map to Mike Hodge’s
hangar.
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A Message from our Chapter President
As many of you know, in mid-October the Part 91
flight restrictions inside the Dallas/Fort Worth
enhanced Class B airspace were significantly modified,
allowing many of us to return to VFR flight. I hope that
those of you who can, have gotten back into the air to
enjoy our freedoms and some of the beautiful fall
weather we have had.
We also have a duty to our flying community and fellow citizens to use our privileges responsibly, without
endangering, or causing fear for, our fellow citizens. I
have seen several reports recently of poor judgement, or
irresponsible behavior, from a few pilots. We must minimize these incidents in order to preserve our freedoms.
Responsible behavior is one price of freedom.
While our local VFR flight restrictions were still in
effect I participated in our October fly-in at the Mesquite
airport. I want to thank Pat and Ben Johnson for hosting
us that day as they had prepared a nice warm breakfast
for what was a cool fall morning. We had a chance to
look at Ben’s flying, but still unpainted RV-6A. It is well
built, but not up to full speed as some of the fairings are
not installed. Ben is obviously enjoying his recently flying project. Also, I had the chance to see Jim Walter’s
new RV-8. This is another very nicely done aircraft that
Jim is justifiably proud of, and has been enjoying. We
also had the pleasure of inspecting a Cessna 140 and
Wittman Tailwind that belong to non-member friends of
the Johnsons. The Tailwind had been recently signed off,
and the builder was getting ready for his first flight. The
Tailwind is beautifully done and features an O-200 with
fuel injection and an intercooled turbocharger. That
should be quite a cross-country performer. From a
design perspective, the Tailwind and 140 show how
advanced the ‘homebuilt’ designs could be relative to
certificated designs even back in the ’40s.
Our second annual Chili Cook-off was held on October
13th at McKinney Municipal Airport in conjunction with
Chapter 1246 and the North Texas Ultralight Pilots
Association (NTUPA). I understand that we had 16 entrants
this year and about 100 participants. According to Ann
Asberry the event went very well. I want to thank our Cookoff committee for organizing this year’s event: Ann Asberry;
Jeff Anderson; Dick Flunker; and Michael Stephan. I hope
that you were able to enjoy this year’s event.
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Our Chapter’s 2002 Officer Elections were held during
our October Meeting. I want to thank my fellow ’02 officers for agreeing to serve with me during next year:
David Cheek; Michael Stephan; and Pat Johnson. I also
want to thank our nominating committee, lead by Jerry
Mrazek and Michael Stephan, for their work in putting
together the ’02 slate of officers.
At our October BOD meeting, the BOD approved the
appointment of Michael Stephan to serve the remainder
of our ’01 Treasurer term. This appointment will be
brought before the membership at our November meeting for their approval. Thanks Michael for stepping forward to fill this important position for the rest of the
year.
Once again we will have a non-standard schedule for
November due to election polling at the Library. Please
note that the Chapter Meeting will be on the second
Tuesday of the month. This should be an interesting program with local member Robert Chambers (a.k.a.
Robrucha) talking about his aviation cartoons.
The chapter will once again have our annual Christmas
Party at our December Meeting. Please mark your calendars now for the first Tuesday, December 4th. We will be
finalizing our plans in November, but it will follow the
popular format of the last several years.
Let’s keep building, restoring and using our flying
machines.
Sam Cooper
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Mesquite Fly-in
Our September Fly-in was to Mesquite airport. Calling it
a fly-in would be a little misleading. It was a Drive-in and
as a pleasant surprise quite a few people drove in, including Mel Asberry who had been under the weather the previous few weeks. It was good to see him up and about.
Hope you’re feeling better Mel.

FAA

EAA

Designated Airworthiness Rep.
Aviation Safety Counselor
Ground Instructor
A&P Mechanic

Mel Asberry
2646 Country Rd. 655
Farmersville, TX 75442-6014

Ben and Pat Johnson volunteered
to be our host. One of the unique
qualities of our Chapter is the
lack of a single home airport. You
can go to just about any airport in
the DFW area and we probably
have a Chapter member or two
who hangars there. Pat and Ben,
who hangar their Cessna and
Ben’s recently completed RV-6A
there, prepared the early morning
breakfast for the attendees. Pat
served a very delicious hot breakfast casserole accompanied with
some fresh fruit and juice. Yum,
Yum, thank you Pat. After breakfast, we took a stroll peeking into hangars and seeing others projects. The first

Technical Counselor
Flight Advisor
Safety Officer

972-784-7544
972-598-8458

hangar we looked at had an award winning Cessna restoration and a beautiful Wittman Tailwind. We spent quite a bit
of time talking with the builder of these two jems.
Also at Mesquite is Jim Walter’s RV-8 which also flew
for the first time this year. So, we strolled up to his
hangar and looked over his airplane. Being a builder of
an RV-8, I have a real appreciation for the details and
decisions that make up a homebuilt project. So, I pored
over the airplane looking at assemblies and thinking,
“Oh, so that’s how it goes.”
Even though we didn’t get a
chance to fly that day it was still
an enjoyable time chatting with
other members and looking at a
couple of beautiful homebuilt airplanes. Now that most restrictions have been lifted, I hope we
will have a few flyers at
November’s Fly-in to Northwest
Regional. See you there.

Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds,
Financial Planning
E.G. “Bo” Bauereis
Vice President
8333 Douglas Avenue
Suite 400, L.B. 82
Dallas, Texas 75225
214-987-5222
Member Midwest Stock Exchange
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2nd Annual Chili Cook Off
The
results
of
the
2nd
Annual
Chili
Cookoff…Delicious…again. Last year the Chili Cookoff
was held in November, and the weather was a little cold.
Good for eating chili but bad for standing around and chatting. So this year we wisely moved it up one month to

D.E. Christiansen, D.O., P.A.
FAMILY MEDICINE
AVIATION MEDICAL EXAMINER

222 S. Cedar Ridge
Duncanville, Texas 75116
Office 972-298-6174
Office hours by appointment.

People’s Choice - Jeff Anderson “Winds Light and
Variable Chili” Chapter 168
1st - John Cox “Hat Trick Chili” NUTPA
2nd - Jim Walters “Bambi Chili” Chapter 168
3rd - Sue Cowan “First Grade Chili” Chapter 1246
October and, yes you guessed it, it was cold again. Go figure. But, it wasn’t too cold. Instead the temperature was
just right for a hot bowl of red.
The overcast skies restricted
anyone who wanted to fly in.
Nonetheless, we had quite a
good turnout Once the Chili
samples were taken for judging,
the rest of us with bowl and
spoon in hand went to do a little
sampling for ourselves. One
thing learned was to start small
so you aren’t to full after the
first bowl. I learned that last year, so this year I got a
chance to taste them all. I don’t know what others thought,
but there were quite a few empty Chili pots. Here are the
results of the judging.

Honorable Mention:
Ann Asberry “ShortStop Chili”
Chapter 168
Jeannine Clutts “Calico Jalapeno
Chili” NTUPA
Jeff Anderson “Winds Light and
Variable Chili,” Chapter 168
Thanks to all who brought their
favorite Chili for us to sample. I liked
them all and choosing one for the
people’s choice was very difficult. We
also thank Tom Ferrarro and Dick
Flunker for the use of their hangars, The McKinney
Chapter, the North Texas Ultralight Pilot Association, and
all those who donated prizes for their support of the event.
I think we will do this again next year, so start perfecting
those chili recipes. I can’t wait.

Live with your plane
at beautiful
Hidden Valley Airpark
•300-acre residential airpark near Lewisville Lake
•101 homesites, 62 with homes/hangars on paved roads
•2,600 foot paved runway with sod 700' overrun (5TX0)
•25-acre horse pasture, private entrance road and lake
•30 minutes from Dallas or Fort Worth, 5 minutes to mall
•For info on lots and homes, call 940-321-5758
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Flying Around Thunderstorms

Continued from page 1

landed 10 minutes earlier, learning the lesson while on the
ground.
A more benign setting involves well-defined fronts
whose movement is controlled by high/low pressure systems. Such a front may continuously change shape, spawn
thunderstorms, rain, and even hail. But the movement is
predictable, and the cells start, grow, and eventually dissipate in a time frame that allows evasive maneuvers. DTN,
now available at most airports, is the best tool for analyzing
such weather. You can get the same information at home by
going to the AOPA website.

Camcorders•Laptop•Cell Phones•Lithium•Custom Battery Packs
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Batteries for your
portable world.

EVS Supply
www.evssupply.com
1-800-776-5267
E-mail: battmen@sprintmail.com

Sealed Lead Batteries•Chargers•Watches

Nicads•Nickel•Metal Hydride•Test Equipment

Making Good Decisions
An experienced pilot once told me that he never flies IFR
in such a situation since he may inadvertently blunder into
a cell, not having radar or a Stormscope on board. So, VFR
is advisable even if you are IFR rated. Unless, of course,
you have appropriate detection equipment on board. So, let
us assume that you plan to fly VFR, as most of us must
anyway.
When you contact a Flight Service Station (FSS) while
on the ground, the briefer usually paints a gloomy picture
that makes flight look like a life-threatening undertaking.
The reason for that gloom is liability. No plane has ever
crashed when the pilot chose to stay on the ground. So it is
up to you to decide which part of the weather is reasonably
benign and which is potentially dangerous. This decision
may be difficult. It becomes easier if you look at the DTN
radar picture while talking with the briefer. Suppose you
decide to go. You have one or more of the following problems to contend with: low ceilings, rain with low visibility, hail, turbulence, and lightning.
Low Ceilings
Flying while ceilings come down more and more until you
are squeezed at 200 AGL between ceiling and ground is a
very bad decision. You must have criteria that absolutely
rule out that terrifying scenario. The criteria must be based

on two considerations: the altitude rules for VFR and the
uncertainties of weather. Let us look at these two aspects.
A veritable maze of VFR regulations concerns flight
over densely populated areas, near clouds, and into various
classes of air space. One could work out the altitude
restrictions for each of the numerous cases. A bit more
stringent but workable for flight with reduced ceilings are
the following three altitude rules, which assume that flight
is below 10,000 ft MSL.
Three Altitude Rules
Never take off with a ceiling of less than 2000 ft.
During flight, if the ceiling becomes 2000 ft or less, fly
500 ft below the ceiling.
Land before the ceiling goes below 1500 ft.
Suppose the ceiling is 2000 ft. By rule #2, you should fly
at 1500 ft AGL. That altitude places you below the tops of
a number of towers, so careful planning of the route and
precise navigation are needed. Suppose the ceiling goes
down to 1500 ft. By rule #2, you are at 1000 ft AGL and
can land at any controlled or uncontrolled airport, assum-

HEADQUARTERS FOR
SPORT AVIATION PARTS & MATERIALS
•Poly-Fiber and Ceconite covering materials
•Steel & aluminum tubing •Aluminum sheet
•Aircraft plywood •Hardware and more

Alpha Aviation Supply Co.
P.O. Box 8641 Greenville, TX 75404

903-527-3817
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Flying Around Thunderstorms
ing that visibility is at least 3 miles; we discuss the visibility aspect in detail in a moment.
Here is an example how easily you can get stuck if you
do not observe rule #3. Suppose the ceiling is 1300 ft and
going down, and the closest airport is uncontrolled and in
a densely populated area. A magenta area with 10 mile
radius encloses the airport. You cannot legally land at that
airport for the following reasons.
(1) The magenta area means that above 700 ft AGL, you
must be at least 500 feet below the ceiling. Thus you cannot be above 800 ft AGL when in that area.
(2) The densely populated area means that you must be at
least 1000 ft AGL unless landing. You cannot claim a 10
mile final to overcome condition (2), so the airport cannot be used.
Uncertainties of Weather
To account for the vagaries of weather, select the route so
that airports occur in close spacing, one after another, even
if this means detours. Let me call such flying from one
potential landing site to the next one “airport hopping.”
As you hop from one airport to the next, look up the data
for that next airport and record them on your pad. Monitor
ATIS, ASOS, and AWOS frequencies so that you can
update the altimeter and are aware of surface winds. Then,
if you must land, you can do so quickly and safely.
Continuously monitor the ceiling ahead of you and
behind you so that you become aware of potential problems before they become serious. Return to the most
recently passed airport or go to the next one before the
ceiling goes below 1500 ft and you get squeezed between
a low ceiling and the ground. Do not try to avoid low ceilings in front of you by turning left or right from your
course. When such maneuvers become necessary, it is time
to turn back and land as soon as possible. Indeed, any detour
likely traps you by a low ceiling with no airport nearby.

Rain
VFR requires visibility of 3 miles or better if you adhere to
the rules above about ceilings. This means that VFR in rain
is possible only if the rain is light to moderate. There is
another reason for accepting nothing more than moderate
rain. In heavy rain you may blunder into a cell, at which
point survival is questionable. So, never ever allow rain to
reduce visibility below 3 miles. If necessary, detour around
areas of heavy rain. But do this only if the ceiling is not
marginal, since otherwise you may get trapped by a low
ceiling while evading heavy rain.
Hail
While rain hitting the thin skin of the airplane may sound
like hail, do not worry. If it is hail, you will know the difference. Seriously, you avoid hail by staying at least 15-20
miles away from cells.
Turbulence
Watch our for clouds with hanging curtains that do not
reach the ground. This is rain that evaporates in the air and
is called virga. That setting guarantees moderate to heavy
turbulence, so you must stay away. The same applies to
turbulence spawned by cells.
Thunderstorm Cells
If cells are isolated and not hidden by other clouds, you
just fly around them, keeping a respectful distance of 1520 miles. This situation occurs often in the Southwest and
West. But elsewhere, cells often are surrounded by clouds,
and ceilings are less than 5000 ft and often 2000-3000 ft.
In that case, stay below all clouds and clear of any heavy
rain. The warning sign of a cell is a dark mass of rain that
extends from the lowest cloud layer to the ground, thus
obscuring the horizon. That dark mass may only be rain,
but you cannot tell. So always assume that it contains a cell.
If there is just one such dark mass, maneuver around it,

SENTRY

LONE STAR
PILOT SHOP

Aircraft Cylinders, Inc.

Addison Airport

OVERHAUL•REPAIR•EXCHANGE•WELD•CHROME
SERVING AVIATION WITH PRIDE

1-800-433-7647
www.aircraftcylinders.com
FAA Repair Station WQ1R593K
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Fort Worth, Texas 76105
2731 Ludelle Street

OPEN:
M-F 8:00 A.M.–5:00 P.M.
SAT 9:00 A.M.–3:00 P.M.

4500 Ratliffe Lane, Suite 119
Addison, Texas 75001
972-250-6781
Fax 972-407-9383
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Flying Around Thunderstorms
keeping a 15-20 mile distance if possible, but certainly no
less than 10 miles, to avoid the possibly severe turbulence
associated with that dark mass. Cells typically move at no
more than 40 kts, and often at much slower speed. But
when entering the mature stage, a cell may suddenly
expand at a huge speed and be on top of you. At that time,
you cannot outrun the cell. This is another reason for the
recommended distance of 15-20 miles. A third reason is
that sometimes a cell pitches hail from the top that may
come down several miles away.
Contact with FSS
The discussion so far has
centered on your decisions.
But while you fly along and
evaluate the situation, you
should be in frequent contact
with FSS to get updates and
advice. Such contact is vitally important when several
dark masses, and thus potentially several cells, show up.
You should not try to select a
route without FSS assistance,
since you may get trapped
with cells in all four quadrants and no airport in sight.
Contacting FSS while flying low is often difficult. At least I thought so until recently. First, Flight Watch 122.0 is the preferred frequency. But
unless you are near an outlet, you get no response when
flying at or below 3000 ft AGL. Second, most VORs no
longer carry voice, and the VOR boxes on the sectional
often do not list other voice frequencies. Thus, a near VOR
may not be of help either. So how do you contact FSS?
Recently, I realized that I should use the AOPA Airport
Directory to look up the data for the airport closest to my
position. The data include a FSS frequency that normally
is used to open and close flight plans. That frequency often
is not listed on the sectional. But it is almost guaranteed to
work, even when you fly 2000 ft AGL. The briefer may
refer you to Flight Watch 122.0, but when you explain that
you have not been able to establish contact, you will get
help. Give the briefer your present position using the nearest VOR (radial and distance — the GPS radio has this
information readily available) as well as altitude and direction of flight. The briefer will explain what you are facing.
Do not hesitate to ask for clarification. For example, ask-
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ing “Will I avoid all cells if I go north for 30 miles and then
turn west?” is a good way to clarify whether you have fully
understood the situation laid out by the briefer.
Psychological Component
Up to this point, we have covered technical aspects. But
there is also an important psychological component that
we should take into account. Part of that component is our
innate determination to reach goals that we have set for
ourselves. Here, it means that we pressure ourselves to
reach the destination planned for the day. This pressure, if
not controlled, can lead to
continued flight into worsening weather, and we may go
way beyond the limits that we
set initially for ourselves and
end up flying VFR into IMC
(instrument meteorological
conditions).
How can we counteract
that urge to continue when we
should stop? There are two
remedies. The first one says
that we should stick to the
following two rules.
Two Rules for Flight
Planning
1. Depart as early in the morning as is permitted for daytime VFR, which is up to 30 min prior to sunrise. For me,
it is too dark at that time, and I favor 15 min prior to sunrise. In the summer, this means a takeoff before 6 am.
2. Select a destination for the day that can be reached by 1
pm at the latest, assuming that the weather fully cooperates.
If the takeoff is at 6 am, rule #2 allows for a travel time
of 7 hours, which translates to two 3 hr legs and a 1 hr
break for refueling and relaxing. Suppose the weather
deteriorates at, say, 11 am. At that time, we are 1 hour into
the second leg, and there are 2 hours left to fly. We tell ourselves “There is plenty of time left in the day to do 2 hours
of flying, so let’s take it easy and not press forward,” and
thus remove the internal pressure to go on.
On the other hand, if the weather cooperates till we have
completed the second leg, we can optionally extend our
schedule. If the weather deteriorates during that optional
third leg, we tell ourselves “We have already achieved
more than we had planned, so let’s stop and enjoy the rest

Volume 32, Issue 11, Page 8

Flying Around Thunderstorms
of the day on the ground.”
The second remedy I learned from Don Christianson. As
the weather becomes more and more ominous and we feel
the urge to continue the flight, we tell ourselves repeatedly “Is this really the day I want to die?” Once we have
repeated this question a few times like a mantra, our brain
becomes aware that there is more to life than pressing on
to the planned destination, and it begins to make sensible
decisions like landing at the closest airport.
Belief in Persistence of Present Conditions
There is a second psychological aspect that works against us.
It is our belief that things will continue to be the way they are
now. As we see poor but acceptable weather around us, we
tend to believe that it will persist that way for miles ahead.
But if anything is not constant, it is weather. If the weather is
bad, we should not tell ourselves “This is not great, but good
enough to continue.” Instead, we should say “This is bad,
let’s be cautious and make sure we do not get trapped if it
deteriorates.” A short version that can be used as a mantra, is
“This is bad weather; we must be very careful.”
The belief in persistence of the present situation has
another undesirable effect. Once we have landed due to
bad weather, we may believe that bad weather will continue for the rest of the day and check into a motel right then
Aircraft Retrieval,
Damaged Aircraft
Storage

www.asod.com
airsal@asod.com

Alvin Boyanton
Manager/Vice President
214-637-3598 • Fax 214-688-0549

and there. If we departed at 6 am as suggested, the landing
due to bad weather takes place in the morning or at most
around noon, and there is lots of time left for the weather
to improve. I have found a number of times that dismal
weather often improves around 4 to 5 pm and stays fair at
least into the early evening. So, if we take off at 5 pm, we
may well have another 2-3 hours of flying time left, which
usually suffices to reach the planned destination.
The rules for coping with the psychological component
are then as follows.
Rules for Handling Psychological Component
1. Leave as early as daytime VFR allows.
2. Select a destination that under normal circumstances can
be reached by 1 pm.
3. Two mantras for deteriorating weather: “This is bad
weather; we must be very careful” and “Is this really the
day I want to die?”
If you follow the above rules, you can fly safely in difficult weather. On our Oshkosh trip, we used these rules
extensively. Except for one day when we were weathered
in Osage Beach, MO, we reached each destination as
planned and without compromising safety. While at
Oshkosh, we learned that 13 people had died flying to or
from Oshkosh. Given the bad weather prevailing in the
Used Parts
Buy & Sell Problem Aircraft

972-227-1111
800-336-6399
Fax 972-227-6176

The

GLASS GOOSE
By Quikkit

AIRCRAFT SUPPLY COMPANY
7204 Parwelk
(Anson & Hines, near Boy Scount Building)

Dallas, Texas 75235
AN MS NAS Hardware and Accessories
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Office:
9002 Summer Glen
Dallas, TX 75243
214-349-0462 (phone & fax)

Tom Scott
President
Plant: Lakeview Airport
Lake Dallas, TX 75065
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Midwest and elsewhere during that time, I suspect that
weather was at least partially a factor in many of these fatal
accidents. We can do much, much better, by using good
decision procedures and safe practices.

really are missing out on a lot of fun. This month will be
folded at Marvin and Pat Brott’s new house in McKinney.
And, for the December issue we go to Chris Pratt’s to see
his RV-8. We will see you there.

Newsletter Folding at the Hodge’s

Flying Companion Seminar

September took the newsletter gang to Southlake to the
Home of Mike Hodge for the folding of the October issue
of Hangar Echoes. I’ve heard about Mike’s Glassair III
project and we got a good look at it last month. Mike is an
American Airline pilot and the recent events and the downturn in passengers were weighing heavy on his mind. But,
you couldn’t tell by the enthusiasm he has for his project.
One of the most valuable things that results from homebuilding is the education, and I got a pretty good lesson in
resins, epoxies, vinylesters, chemistry and composite techniques. Mike’s Glassair is an excellent example of quality
construction. He has the fuselage structure built except
seat backs and a few other interior cabin components. The
engine mount is attached. The wings and control surfaces
are complete. While admiring his very clean workspace,
Mike broke out the pictures. We all stood around the worktable and passed around the pictures. When the wings were
ready to close Mike called on a few friends and some of
our chapter members to help spread the resins and close
the wing. I saw Bo Bauereis and Gene Spalding lending a
helping hand. I guess those Glassair guys really stick
together...literally (insert rim shot here). I can’t wait to see
Mike’s project in the air... as it goes zooming by me.
After looking at the project we all sat around eating cake
and talking about current events and catching up on things
since the previous newsletter folding. Our thanks go to
Mike and BeBe Hodge who were very generous and gracious hosts. If you haven’t been to one of these events you

If you missed the last Flying Companion seminar at
Addison Airport, you have another chance. The Dallas
Chapter of the 99s are holding another seminar at the
Mesquite Municipal Airport on November 10th.

Engines
Bobby’s Planes ’n’ Parts, Inc.
9061 F.M. 1885
Weatherford, TX 76088-1445

Bobby Osborn

940-682-4220
fax 940-682-4264

FINA presents:
Jan Collmer
Aerobatics
Extra 300L
Low Level Acro Performance
• Torque Rolls
• Lomcevaks
• Snap roll on takeoff
FINA
and final approach
A real crowd pleaser!

November, 2001

Jan Collmer
14368 Proton Road
Dallas, TX 75244
972-233-1589
Fax 972-233-0481
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For Sale

Services, Parts and Other:

Vans Aircraft RV-6A: TT 550 hours, 550 since major on 180
hp/Lycoming with C/S Hartzell prop, electric flaps, vacuum system with
AI and DG, Transponder, PS Engineering intercom, Swifttronics FC-100
fuel flow computer, Electronic International OAT, EGT & CHT. Asking
$50K
• Call Ken Nordman 214-330-4677
RV 6A Ready for Finish Kit: Many, many extras, Whelen strobes, Turn
coordinator, Electronic fuel gauge, volt meter and industrial switches.
$11,000. ( note, this is a quality project for a good price)
• Call Sid Smith 972-733-0113
1948 Cessna 170: TT TTAF&E 1600hrs. Eng. 200 SMOH, long range
tanks, Stits fabric ‘93/’94, King com & xpdr, Loran, gyros, interior old but
not torn up. Hangared at Rockwall. Mogas STC. $28,500.
• Call Tony Maphet 972-843-0367 or Mel 972-784-7544
Christen Eagle: N22KL 180 hp/Lycoming with C/S prop, built by “our”
Ken Larsen, currently based at Addison, will consider a trade.
• Call Jim Taylor 972-239-0229 or Jan Collmer 972-733-1700
King KX-175B TSO nav-com radio $875.
Spark plugs 4 ea. RHM40E, 4 ea. REM37BY All used, cleaned, serviceable, $4 each
• Call Monroe McDonald 214-352-1564.
(2) King KY-97A 720 Channel TSO 14V radios brand new in original
packaging complete with trays ready to be wired up. $1,000 each new, will
take $750 each or best offer.
• Call Jon Staehling 972-205-4657

• Call Haden Cowdrey, home phone 214-528-4587, work 972-5343200, email haden.cowdrey@flightsafety.com
Headset Echelon ARN 150-(With electronic noise control) about one year
old. Cost $300, sell for $150. Also Headset Pilot Avionics P51 about 1 ?
year old cost $100, sell for $50
• Contact S.Z. Winski 214-358-1639 (szwinski@hotmail.com)
New Slick magneto (Lycoming 320 or 360), P/N 4370, $311
• Call Darrel Watson 316-218-0655
1959 SuperCub. Selling 1/2. ADS based. Restored in 1994. 100 hours
SMOH and Restor. CD/AM/FM, King Radio and in great shape.
• Call Doug Wall 214-707-9255 or doug.wall@ubspainewebber.com
Directional Gyro Cessna: Vacuum, working perfectly when removed
from my 1973 172M for autopilot. 1/2 price. $ 275. Also Cessna “turn
coordinator” 14 Vdc. $85, Both for $350.
• Call Dave Davidson 972-530-4067
Steward Warner Oil Coolers, New in Box: P/N 8495A, 33.25 sq. in.
cooling, 2.5 lbs ea. S/N 158 & 159. 11.75 x 3.5 x 3.5 $50 ea. OBO. Can fax
dwg.
• Call Ron Seward - cell 214-502-0704, day: 405-605-7242
Apollo 618 Loran w/tray & antenna, $350. Noise cancelling headset,
mike inop, $65.
• Call Harry Gresham, 214-348-2772 or 214-289-3131
United Instruments true airspeed indicator, OHC, range markings for
RV3 4, 6, 6A, like new. Paid $300...Sell for $250.
• Call Mel Asberry 972-784-7544

Spark Plugs-two new REM 38S Iridium Fine Wire spark plugs. Aircraft
Spruce sent the wrong plugs, but won’t take them back because of being
opened. My cost $46.00 each. I’ll take $25.00 each.
Aviation ads (For Sale, Wanted, Etc.) can be placed by Chapter 168 members free of charge. Send to: Chapter 168 Newsletter, 1102 Hills Creek Drive,
McKinney Texas 75070 or brott@mindspring.com.
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New Website Address: www.eaa168.org
We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, and/or
media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience accounts.
Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to anyone. Any
event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this includes Oshkosh).
Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.
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