Dean Fellows and RV-6
By Marvin Brott

I believe that it is not over until the fat lady on the stage
sings, “the paint is the airplane”. On the 21st of March,
Dean went over to the Northwest Regional airport and
picked up is newly colorarized RV-6. Grady
O’Neal did the paint work and it is just
excellent. Dean is real happy with the paint
and he should be.

in the panel is really doing its job. Look for Dean and
this airplane at the fly-ins.

Last July, after the first fight on Memorial
Day, Dean gave us a summary of the building
process for this RV and he entitled it “The
Second Offense”. This is the RV that replaces
the first one, which perished in an accident.
The paint scheme and colors are almost
exactly (wing trim slightly different) like the
first RV. The colors (dark blue and white)
remind one of the Navy dress blues and there
is a connection. Yes, Dean was in the Navy.
Check out the hat on the instrument panel.
This RV now has about 75 hours on it and
Dean just loves the 180 horse Lycoming with
a constant speed prop. Also the Garmin 430
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April 2nd Chapter Meeting
Our April Monthly
Chapter Meeting
will be held at the
Farmers Branch
Library, located on
the northwest corner
of Webb Chapel and
Golfing Green Dr.
The meeting will be
held
in
the
auditorium and will
begin at 6:30 p.m.
and finish by 9:00.
Our speaker this
month is Mike
Petty. If you have been to Lancaster you know that it is
home to some very exotic jet aircraft. Mike is the owner
and he will speak about the acquisition of the imported
aircraft and what it takes to make them airworthy. If you
have seen these planes you certainly have that tug that
says, “I wonder what it would be like to own and fly one
of those?” Come to the meeting on April 2nd and find
out.

April 6th Chapter Fly In
Our April fly-in will be on the 6th to AeroCountry, in
McKinney, an airport that many of the planes in our
chapter call home. We will have another lunch time flyin. Since there is no restaurant there, plan to bring your
lunch with you. If you are interested in looking at
projects, this is a fly-in to attend. There are too many to
list. Keep you fingers crossed for good weather.

Upcoming Local Events
•
•
•

•
•

April 6th - Chapter fly-in to AeroCountry.
April 6th - Challenge Air 'Fly Day' at Love Field.
April 27-28 -East Texas Air Show 2002, Hero Honor
Days & All America Fly-In Nacogdoches Regional
Airport (OCH).
May 4th - Dallas 99s Poker Run - Gainesville.
May 11th - McKinney Chapter 1246 Fish Fry.

National Events
•
•
•

April 7 – 13 : Sun – n – Fun ; Lakeland, FLORIDA
July 23 - 29 - Airventure 2002
Sept. 27, 28 - Southwest Regional Fly-In

April 2002

April 9th Director’s Meeting
The April BOD meeting will be held on the 9th at the
Farmers Branch Library meeting room starting at 7:00 p.m.
The minutes from the March BOD meeting (recorded by Pat
Johnson) are as follows:

Attendees: Sam Cooper, Dave Cheek, Pat Johnson,
Michael Stephan, Monroe McDonald, Jerry Mrazek, Don
Wilcox, Jim Quinn, Steve Palstring.
• The next Chapter Meeting is April2, at the
Farmers Branch Public Library from 6:30 P.M.
until 9 P.M. Mike Petty of Lancaster Airport will
speak about the jets he flies.
• The Board of Directors meeting will be April 9 at
the Library at 7 P.M.
• The Chapter fly-in will be April 6 at
AeroCountry Airport. We’re going to brown
bag lunch and look at planes.
• Newsletter folding will be at Ralph and Alane
Capens on April 30.
• Michael Stephan gave an updated Treasurers’
report.
• We received a very nice Thank You from Hope’s
Door Charity for our contribution from the
Chapter at Christmas.
• Volunteers are needed. If you’re interested in
finding advertisers for our newsletter or just
contacting the present ones and collecting money
WE NEED YOU. It’s a short duty but very
important.
• Also, Pat Johnson could use some help with the
refreshments.
• Robert Chambers gave us caps and shirts, so you
may get one by way of a door prize at the next
meeting. Thanks Mr. Chambers.
• A discussion of Chapter Fly-In Attendance was
discussed. Michael presented a variety of
possibilities and we welcome yours.

April 30th Newsletter Assembly
The May issue of Hangar Echoes will be assembled at
the home of Ralph and Alane Capen on April 30th starting
at 7:00 PM. The address is 1110 Hilton Dr.
Richardson,TX 75081. For directions call (H)(972) 6690010.
Ralph is building a RV-6A, and from what I hear he is
doing excellent work. We have not had a newsletter
assembly at the Capen’s, so we are looking forward to
seeing Ralph and Alane’s RV-6A.
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A Message from the President:
Sam Cooper
Our March Chapter Fly-in at Spinks Airport was
another windy day. Six of us managed to drive in,
and after a group lunch we visited several hangars
on the field. We visited briefly with a VariEze
builder who is still working off his flight test
requirements. He showed us his latest improvement,
an electric drive for his nose wheel using the motor
and clutch from an electric screwdriver. Neat! And
it seemed to work well, although he had not flown it
yet. I always get exposed to new ideas when I view
someone’s project.
While we all know that the winter weather can
ruin a planned monthly Chapter fly-in, some of us on the Board would like to see more member participation. This is not
because we want participation “numbers”, but, because we have something fun to do or see at the Chapter Fly-in. As you
will note, our April Fly-in will be at Aero-Country Airport. To make this different, we are making an additional effort to
find projects and aircraft to visit that are on the airport. So, instead of just inspecting what flew in, we will have more to
look at. We will have more details at the April meeting. I hope to see you there.
On Saturday, March 23rd, I supported the ground operations for the Young Eagles event at Mid-Way Airport. This event is
organized annually by the local junior ROTC program and Chapter 168 helps by supplying pilots with aircraft and ground
support personnel. I had a great time handling the aircraft parking on the ramp with the enthusiastic assistance of a number
of junior ROTC cadets. Several of the cadets did some of their first aircraft marshalling. It was good to experience the
enthusiasm and exuberance that sport aviation can bring to youth. So, while I enjoyed a pleasant Saturday morning outside,
we managed to fly 46 Young Eagles in about 3.5 hours. I want to acknowledge and thank the Chapter 168 pilots (Bo
Bauereis, Don Christiansen, Dick Flunker, Mike Hodge, Jim Quinn, Doug Wall) and Jane Quinn (ride dispatcher) for their
support of the event. For me, participation was very rewarding.
To me the beginning of April is a great time of the year since it is also the start of sport aviation’s annual fly-in and
convention season. The big kickoff is of course Sun ‘n Fun in Lakeland, where I have traditionally gotten a strong dose of
the latest goings on in sport aviation. We then take a pause until late June when the Rocky Mountain regional kicks off the
summer part of the season. The summer season is capped off by AirVenture in Oshkosh. The fall brings a flurry of six
regional events from the beginning of September through the middle of October. The fall season includes our own regional
event, the EAA Southwest Regional Fly-in at Abilene on September 27 – 28. All of these events will give you a chance to
see things we may normally just see in the magazines and catalogs. For me attendance at these events has always been fun
and entertaining, except when weather has conspired against us.
The fly-in season is not just about the national and regional events. There are also a number of local events for us to
participate in. Some of the upcoming options include the 5/4 Dallas 99s Poker Run, the 5/11 Chapter 1246 Fish Fry and the
6/15 Chapter 1246 Poker Run. We are working towards having a Chapter 168 summer picnic in late June, and probably a
Chili Cookoff in the fall. There will also be a slew of events throughout the state, many of which are listed in EAA’s
calendar of events in Sport Aviation. So, we have lots of local opportunities to enjoy our aircraft and share our enthusiasm.
As I walked through a local park this weekend, I saw a couple flying a kite in the stiff breeze. It brought to mind how
nearly one hundred years ago that the Wright brothers were flying their kite. That success eventually lead them to
demonstrate controlled, powered flight in December 1903. Which has contributed in many ways to how we today can enjoy
sport aviation.
Let’s keep building, restoring and using our flying machines.
Sam Cooper
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Assembly at the Johnson’s
By Michael Stephan

We had quite a large turnout last month at our
newsletter assembly. The crowd was so large that it was
hard to talk to everyone who attended. In fact, we had
our second largest crown to date. It was especially nice
to see a few new faces.
After the work was finished, we wandered out to the
garage where Pat Johnson is working on her RV-7. She
started with a RV-9, but when she saw the RV-7 she
switched. The picture shows Pat next to the horizontal
stabilizer of her project.

After looking at airplane parts it was back inside for
some tasty morsels. We snacked and talked airplanes for
quite some time. I hope people don’t get tired of my
millions of questions concerning airplane building.
Getting answers to my questions has saved countless
hours of head scratching.
As the popularity of these assemblies grows, we are
considering a few more possibilities. In June, we are
experimenting with doing an assembly on a Saturday at
Ann and Mel Asberry’s house for afternoon flyin/Hangar Echoes assembly. We have had fly-in
assemblies there before, but since they are held in the
evenings only a few could fly in and be gone by the time
it got dark. So, an afternoon event should be more fun
and interesting. Look for more information in a future
issue concerning the details of this event.
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March Fly-In to Spinks
By Michael Stephan

One of the many benefits of living in Texas is the
number of days of flyable weather we have compared to
the rest of the country. The only problem is the unflyable
ones usually coincide with our monthly fly-in, and that is
disappointing. But, the weather last month didn’t keep
several of us from driving out to Spinks airport for some
fellowship and a little lunch.

Even though no one flew in and the turnout was small,
we managed to have quite a good time eating lunch,
looking at and talking about airplanes. Nothing about
that disappoints me.
We look forward to seeing you at AreoCountry April
6th.

After our lunch at the Cracker Barrel, Jerry Mrazek
took our little group on a tour of several homebuilts that
call Spinks home. First stop was Jerry’s Rans S-14. John
Williams, hoping to fly again if the new sport pilot
legislation becomes law, tried on Jerry’s plane.

A small yet excited group of hangar explorers.

After that exercise, it was down to the other end of the
hangar where several canards live. The EZE section, as I
call it, consisted of a vari-eze, a long-eze, a vari-eze
under construction, and a cozy MIII. Jerry introduced us
to one of his hangar mates who was working on an
electrical system to raise and lower his nose wheel on his
vari-eze. He was experimenting with a drill motor out of
a cordless drill, which has a built in clutch, to turn the
gear mechanism that raises and lowers the gear. I have to
hand it to those canard builders. They put the experiment
into experimental aviation. After seeing it cycle a few
times , I think he might have a good system. Who
knows, you might see drill motors in several vari-eze’s in
the future.
Of course, no fly-in is complete without seeing an RV,
and there was one RV-8A in the neighboring hangar.
This was the first fly-in I’ve been to where the canards
out numbered the RVs. Congrats to the Canard aviators
of the world.
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Project Updates
By Marvin Brott

Mark and Pete Rowe’s RV 8
Don Christiansen has been telling me for months about
this sensational RV 8 being built at Eagles Nest. A
couple of weeks ago there was a message on the internet
about this RV 8 from the builders, Mark and Pete Rowe.
They said, "I thought you might get a kick out of this.
Our RV-8 "GREZDLITN" is ready to fly and we are
waiting for our inspection to take place Tuesday. Our
home base is 2TS6 (Eagles Nest Estates) Midlothian TX.
We are really looking forward to boring some holes in the
sky with our fellow RV'S. First flight should take place
sometime around 10 March." As you can see on the right
side of the cowling, there are two air inlets for the turbo
charger which pumps up the 200 horse Lycoming. Also
note the three blade prop. With the weather being less
than desirable in March, I am not sure if they have made
their first flight yet.

allowed time for Mark to help with riveting and a lot of
other tasks. As with Mark’s eight, Dave is using an IO
360 Lycoming with a constant speed prop. We will
follow up with more pictures and first flight, but I want to
say right now, this is a well built RV.
The picture shows the “eight” loaded and ready to go to
the airport. Left to right are Marvin Brott, Chuck
Fitzgerald, Scott Martin, Dave Dalski, and Carl Best after
doing their thing.

The trip to the airport was totally uneventful and by the
afternoon of the 10t h, the wings were on. On the
following Saturday, Mel Asberry came out and did the
weigh in. Total empty weight was 1098 pounds which if
I remember is within two pounds of Mark’s RV-8A.
Dave’s eight is in the same hangar as Carl Bests AT-6
and Mark’ RV-8A. Go out and look for these airplanes.

Dave Dalski’s RV-8A
On March 10th a group of us gathered to
take Dave Dalski’s RV-8A to the airport.
While Mark Steffensen was working on
his RV-8A he indicated that another 8A
was being built just across the alley from
his house. Yes sports fans, RVs are about
to take over the world when you have two
in the same neighborhood. Dave is about
20 months behind Mark (first flight
summer 2000) in the process, which was
great. This gave him some time to reflect
on ideas for final finish and it also

April 2002

Volume 33. Issue 04 Page 6

Ken Krebaum’s Skyote
Another airplane that is about ready to make its trip to
the airport is Ken Krebaum’s new Skyote (the name
rhymes with coyote, as in Wiley C). The Skyote is at the
opposite end of the RV world in that it has not leapt to
the home-built forefront, yet it one of those airplanes that
lives in almost a cult deity. Budd Davisson has been
singing the praises of the Skyote for years. This is a
small bi-plane with double-swept wings, outrigger gear,
looks like something from the golden age of aviation
(1930s), and is in a class by itself for fun aerobatic flying.

Keith Cobb’s RV-9A
I stopped by Keith Cobb’s recently to check up on his
progress for the RV-9A he is building. Actually Keith is
getting a lot of help from Owen Bruce, ace riveter, and
Mel Asberry, who is offering a lot of fatherly advice on
RV building. Keith is in the final long stretch now that
the basic airframe is complete.
The workmanship is
great and this is one dimensionally correct airplane. In
the near future we will be having a newsletter assembly at
Keith and Judy’s house so plan on coming to see this RV.
By the way, since the last newsletter Vans Aircraft has
flown a RV 9 taildragger.

Ken finished this Skyote (one of about nine) in 1991.
Two years ago he took it back to his shop and started a
total rebuild. He has made some significant updates,
mainly in the interest of maintenance, and has taken a lot
of weight out of the airplane. For those of you who
remember it in UPS brown, you will not recognize it in
its reincarnation with yellow wings. Once this airplane is
back at Aero Country you will owe it to yourself to look
over the workmanship.
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Michael Stephan’s RV-8
The following is a project that has never been featured
or pictured in the newsletter. Reason being is that the
project is Michael Stephan’s RV-8, and he is one of the
Hangar Echoes newsletter editors. I Guess he is trying to
keep a low profile. Once again this is an airplane with
shared labor in building since Jerry Mrazek, our past
chapter president, is a “major” contributor. They started
with a quick built kit. It is now on the gear with most of
the interior parts completed. The dreaded canopy is next.
This is an airplane to watch since Michael, a real bits and
bytes person, is looking at a panel with one of the new
EFIS displays such as the Blue Mountain EFIS One. He
is still thinking about the Superior XP-360 engine.
Michael recently highlighted the EFIS and XP-360 in
Hangar Echoes.

Wil Ramsey & 60 Days to an RV
In the last issue of Hangar Echoes we mentioned how
Jay Pratt and Wil Ramsey were trying to complete an
RV–8A in sixty days. They did it. The photo shows left
to right Reb' Stimson (photo ship pilot), Jay Pratt (test
pilot), and Wil Ramsey (owner). Basically this quick
build kit came to Jays RV Central at Hicks airport with
about 200 initial hours. Wil completed it within the 60
days with a lot of work on his part and maybe 300
additional hours from Jay. A big congratulation to all of
you on this effort.

Door Prizes for the Chapter Meeting
By Michael Stephan

Robert Chambers, who spoke at our chapter meeting a
few months back, has generously given us several
Robrucha hats and T-shirts. We plan to give out one
every meeting until they are gone. If you don’t
remember, Bob Chambers is the artist who creates the
R o b r u c h a cartoon that appears in many aviation
publications. Now you have another incentive to come to
the Chapter meeting.
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My First Trip to the Big Show (In Style).
By Scott Christensen

I’ve been to OSH six years in a row, however in
previous years I only lived 5 hours away by car. I always
drove to the show, the last four years with a pop-up
camper in tow. (key reason for driving). Now that I live
in Texas there was much more incentive to fly my
Varieze rather than drive the 30 hours it takes to get there
and home again.
On Saturday, July 21st, I started my journey with a 523
sm leg to my home town of Council Bluffs, Iowa. The
weather was beautiful and I climbed to 7500 for a cool
July flight home. I made a quick fuel stop in southeastern
Nebraska, and arrived in Council Bluffs shortly after
lunch with 3.8 hours elapsed on the hobbs.
I spent three days with my family before continuing to
Oshkosh. The plan was to leave early Tuesday morning.
I had never flown into OSH before and studying the
arrival procedures was intimidating, to say the least.
However, on Tuesday morning, the weather was not
cooperating. The Weather Channel showed a line of
storms northwest of Omaha headed straight at me.
Weather briefing was not promising, however they
thought I might be able to get ahead of the front if I left
immediately.
So a quick trip to the airport at 6am. The skies looked
good to the east, however very nasty to the west. I could
see airliners departing out of OMA and heading SE so
visibility was good. I preflighted the plane and was in the
air shortly. After only five minutes flying east I could tell
this wasn’t going to work, as the weather appeared to be
degrading quickly. So I returned to Council Bluffs and
sat on the ground for the next three hours waiting for the
front to pass. As luck would have it the storm was
running out of energy when it reached the Omaha area,
and conditions improved shortly.

minutes I broke out into completely clear skies north of
Des Moines. The weather was no factor after that.
The stop at Prairie Du Chen turned out to be a good
plan. I bumped into a number of other pilots in route to
OSH and got the chance to chat about the arrival
procedures in detail rather than interpreting some
document. I choose to take the west arrival route
avoiding the Madison airspace.
I was pleasantly surprised when arriving at Ripon and
no other traffic was in sight. Later I found out that the
storm in the Omaha area had blocked a lot of flights from
the west. I followed the train tracks as was the procedure
and followed them straight to OSH. I was directed to fly
east at the strobes with a left base leg for 36 left. The
only thing out of the ordinary was tower requested that I
land mid-point on the runway, however this was well
covered in the arrival procedure and no surprise. (plus it
made my taxi closer to the EZ homebuilt area) The
hobbes indicated 3.1 hours elapsed since Council Bluffs.

My route to Oshkosh

I eventually got into the air around 10am with a 411 sm
leg to OSH. The plan was to stop about an hour’s flight
out from OSH at Prairie Du Chen, Wisconsin. The
arrival procedure indicated holding patterns should the
airport become too busy and I wanted to be sure the plane
and I could last if needed. Out of Council Bluffs the
visibility was good, and even though there were these
funky layers of strange clouds at various levels, I was
able to climb to 5500 and get on flight following.
About 50 miles west of Des Moines I ran into a large
cloud formation in front of me and my only option was to
descend. Minneapolis center told me they could not track
me below 3500 so I canceled service. I only had to
descend to 3000 to get under the ceiling and within 20
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I had a wonderful time at OSH as always. The plan was
to return with a direct flight to Texas on Saturday,
however as the weekend was nearing the weather was not
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looking good again. I hung out at the FAA weather
station all morning getting updates. The weather was low
ceilings and only 3 miles visibility. As the day
progressed, conditions were improving, however if I did
not get out prior to the airport closing for the air-show I
was going to be stuck for another day with wx predicted
IFR on Sunday morning. My Varieze is day vfr only, so
departing after the airport reopened was not an option. I
got taxi clearance at 2:15pm on Saturday and barely got
into the air at 2:45 just prior to the airport closing. I’ll
have to take into consideration next year that departure
taxi time can be extensive.
The weather was IFR in Missouri and Oklahoma, so I
decided to return to Council Bluffs on Saturday and
attempt the remainder of the trip to Texas on Sunday.
Conditions were not great at OSH and considered
Marginal VFR, however the fine folks at the weather
briefing station convinced me that the energy had moved
to the east of OSH and conditions were only improving
towards the west. (minimum’s getting better, not
collapsing around us) Just prior to my take-off a jet jock
on an IFR plan reported no horizon over Lake
Winnebago. Wonderful, departures were on runway 9
and the lake is only 3 miles from the runway, with the
procedure to fly straight east over the lake until out of the
5 mile air traffic area! So I requested a left turn to follow
the shoreline north until I was out of the airport area, a
deviation from the procedure. I was glad for the heads
up.
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My return route from Oshkosh.

I was only able to climb to 1000 AGL with the low
ceilings, the worst I’d ever experienced. Visibility wasn’t
great either, but ok. I flew north until I encountered a
highway which headed due west to La Crosse,
Wisconsin.
I Followed Road (IFR). The weather
briefers were right on and about 30 minutes west of OSH
I broke into scattered clouds where I climbed on top at
6500 in route to Waterloo, Iowa, for a fuel stop. Again
after crossing into Iowa the weather was no longer a
factor. When arriving in Council Bluffs the hobbes
indicated 3.6 hours had elapsed. After spending the night
in Council Bluffs, I departed late Sunday morning to
Texas. The weather was not great in Oklahoma, but the
briefers thought the energy would be gone prior to me
getting there. I decided to wait a few extra hours to let it
run it’s course. Worked out great. 4.0 hours on the
hobbes this time.
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