HANGAR ECHOES
Oshkosh 2002 Report
By Marvin Brott
The event that brings thousands of aviation lovers to the
small city of Oshkosh, Wisconsin is now history for the year
2002 and there were no aviation-related incidents to mar this
one. While Indianapolis says auto racing and Churchill
Downs says horse racing, Oshkosh is synonymous with aviation. I know there may be some of you who might think of
Oshkosh as b’gosh and overalls. It
started at Oshkosh in 1970 when the
fly-in came to stay. In 1983 Oshkosh
became home to aviation the year
around when the EAA Aviation
Center moved to Whitman Field. As
a trivia question, was 1970 really the
first year for the fly-in at Oshkosh?
Well, not really since Steve Wittman
invited EAA to Winnebago County
Airport in 1956. There was no grand
plan in 1956 to go to Oshkosh to stay
so the next year it was back to
Milwaukee.
The clear theme for this year’s event was the reunion and
celebration of looking back on 50 years of this annual gathering of aviation people. The first fly-in took place near
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Milwaukee with a total of 22 airplanes and 140 people. The
EAA Museum now has a great display of pictures and artifacts showing the growth of the fly-in over the past five
decades. After the move to Oshkosh in 1970, the next two
decades saw tremendous growth.
In addition to the museum exhibit, they had a re-creation of
the 1953 fly-in with some of the original airplanes that
attended and many stand-ins. It also might be noted that there
was another 50th anniversary this summer with the first flight
of the B-52 Stratofortress.
It is hard to imagine how today’s
Oshkosh has grown in depth and
diversity of show planes, antiques,
classics, homebuilts, and military
planes. We see the incredible rare to
the incredible popular like the RVs.
There are hundreds of vendors
catering to every want and need.
My, how times have changed.
Nobody is more surprised than Paul
Poberezny who was at the center of
getting it all started.
It is interesting that there is a core
group from Dallas that makes Oshkosh every year. Ken
Krebaum and I always run into Mary and Bartie Coyle along
Continued on page 4
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Our Sept. 3rd Chapter
Meeting will be held at
the Farmers Branch
Library, located on the
northwest corner of
Webbs Chapel and
Golfing Green Dr. The
meeting will be held in
the auditorium and will
begin at 6:30 p.m. and
finish by 9:00.
This month’s speaker is Michael Dewley
from Lancaster airport.
He will speak with us about his experience with imported
military jets, specifically how to get them licenced, airworthy, and operating them. If you have been to Lancaster airport you might have seen his L-29. If you have any questions
about this area of Aviation, be sure to come to the meeting
and get them answered.
Michael Stephan

• Our next Chapter 168 meeting will be on September 3rd
We’ll meet at the Farmers Branch Library from 6:30 until
about 9 p.m.
• Fly-In Fly-in or drive to Dallas Executive (Redbird) on
Saturday, September 7 for our Ice Cream Social. Bring
your favorite ice cream or make your best and we’ll all pay
$2–$4 from 9–12 to taste great ice cream and enjoy terrific
company. We had a large turnout last year and wonderful
time. Be sure to join us!
• The next Board of Directors meeting will be September 10
at the Farmers Branch Library.
• Plan ahead for the following date: Oct. 5th Chili Cook Off
at McKinney Airport. If you can help out call Ann Asberry.
• October 12, Young Eagles at Dallas Executive.
• Treasurer: Michael Stephan gave us an updated report.
We’re doing well. See him for details.
• The Board passed a standard policy of a $50 contribution to
EAA to Educational Programs in case of a members death.
• Monroe McDonald gave us a SWIRFI update. For 2003
it will be moved from fall to spring (MAY) and to New
Braunfels.
• Newsletter update—new ideas? Get in touch with
Michael Stephan.

September 7th Chapter Fly-In

September 24th Newsletter Assembly

Our September Fly-In will be an “Ice Cream Social” on Sat.
Sept. 17th at Redbird Airport inside the FBO hangar (Dallas
Aviation). It will last from 9am to noon, but it you want to be
sure to get ice cream I would suggest getting there closer to 9
than to noon. The donation can will be there and we ask for a
donation to help defray the cost of some the ice cream. So
come come on out and take the edge off the summer heat with
a nice bowl of ice cream. For more information see the article on page 8.
Michael Stephan

The October issue of the Hangar Echoes will be assembled on
Tuesday, September 24th at the home of Tom Davies in
Farmers Branch. 972-243-8667 He lives at 2747 Leta Mae
Circle. (From Valley View at Josey, go west 2 lights, turn left
on Tom Field, then left again on Leta Mae circle. Park in the
first circle.) Have a look at Tom’s Acro Sport II project

September 3rd Chapter Meeting

Chapter 168 Board of Directors Meeting
The September BOD meeting will be held on the 10th at
the Farmers Branch Library at 7:00 PM. The minutes from
the August 13th BOD meeting (recorded by Pat Johnson)
are as follows:
Members in attendance: Sam Cooper, Dave Cheek, Pat
Johnson, Michael Stephan, Don Christiansen, Scott
Christiansen, Monroe McDonald, Jerry Mrazek, Don Wilcox,
Jim Quinn, and Bruce Fuller.

September, 2002

Upcoming Events
Local
• Sep 5–6 Commemorative Air Force (CAF) Annual
Airshow Midland Intl. Airport Midland.
• Sep 21 7th Annual Fall Fly-In Sulphur Springs Municipal
Airport (SLR) Sulphur Springs.
• Sep 21–29 U.S. National Aerobatic Championships
Grayson County Airport Sherman, Texas
• Sep 28 Tamale Fly-In Georgetown Muni Airport (GTU)
Georgetown, Texas TIME: 11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. SITE:
AIM Hangar AGENDA: Door prizes and good food! FFI:
www.wright-aviation.com
• Oct 5–6 Commemorative Air Force (CAF) Annual
Airshow Midland Intl. Airport Midland, Texas
Upcoming National events on page 7
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A Message from the President
For our August 10th Chapter fly-in at Cedar Mills we had five
member airplanes that made it up for breakfast that morning.
With two Cessnas, a Supercub, and an RV-6A tied down, we
strolled to the restaurant for breakfast. Later, we were joined
by McDonald, Mrazek and Stephan who came up in
Monroe’s Mooney. As you may recall, the weather that morning spawned local rainstorms a lot earlier than predicted.
Taking off after 10 AM, Ken Whitehead and I had an easy run
back to Aero Country, but we did fly through some virga and
we were able to miss the much bigger storm in the McKinney
area. Some of the rest of our fly-in crowd ended up spending
some more time getting home that day. As you know, this was
not our typical August weather, but this whole summer so far
has been unusual.
One of the highlights of my stay at AirVenture 2002 last
month was picking up the 3rd place McKillop Newsletter
Editor award on behalf of Tom Davies, Michael Stephan
and Marvin Brott. Congratulations guys for putting together a great newsletter! As I said last month, I want to congratulate and thank the authors who wrote stories, the members who are building and flying their aircraft, and the others who contribute to our Chapter activities. You give us
great content and things to write about. It really is a team
effort. Congratulations!
I had not been to AirVenture in about 7-8 years. While
some things had not changed much, many others had. For
instance, the show aircraft parking has not changed too much.
The changes here were the RV and canard aircraft custom
built area that has been added at the north end, and a loss of
space for custom builts around Aeroshell Square. However,
there are just as many beautiful examples of aircraft in all of
the different categories on the grounds. For me that is one of
the primary attractions of AirVenture. The grounds are still
clean and a small army of volunteers helps make everything
happen.
Probably the biggest change is in the size of the commercial exhibits. My guess is that the exhibits could easily be
three times the square footage of 8 years ago. Wow! An
incredible number of suppliers to general aviation were either
exhibiting or represented. It is a great opportunity to research
and compare. Other huge improvements have been made in
the facilities supporting the forums and workshops. All of the
forums are hosted in permanent structures with concrete
floors and modern presentation equipment. Many of the
workshops are hosted in similar permanent structures.

weeks worth of activities to experience during this week long
event. So, you have to pick and chose what you will see and
do during your stay. This allows you to tailor the event to
your needs and wishes. And since AirVenture is so large, you
will have lots to keep you busy in your areas of interest.
AirVenture is like a huge buffet of aviation activities.
Partake of what you want, and leave the rest alone. There is
plenty to enjoy!
Besides being a huge gathering of aviation enthusiasts,
there are a number of different “communities” scattered
around the event each enjoying the camaraderie of their
friends. Besides the obvious ones such as vintage, custom
built, ultralight and warbird, there are a number of other
smaller groups. Everything from builders and enthusiasts of
individual aircraft types, to the South Africans who tent
camped together, to the small group that airplane camped on
row 116 south of the ultralight area. All were sharing and
enjoying the event with friends and fellow enthusiasts.
As you know there are a number of local and regional
events coming up in September and October. I hope that a
number of you will attend the Southwest Regional Fly-in at
Abilene during the last weekend in September, on the 27th
and 28th. Chapter 168 will be handling the Aircraft Ground
Operations and Parking this year, so any and all volunteers
will be welcome. I have always enjoyed participating in this
activity, and will be doing so again this year. There is also a
work day (Volunteers are welcome!) on Saturday, September
21st at Abilene to set up the fly-in for the following weekend.
I hope to see you in Abilene!
Let’s keep building, restoring and using our flying
machines.
Sam Cooper

Even though I have been to AirVenture several times, the
scale of the event is still very impressive. There are several
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Oshkosh 2002 Report Continued from page 1
with Nancy and Monroe McDonald in the university TV
room. I spent some time with Lynn and Philip Welsch. They
passed on to me their latest Xtreme cross country adventures.

I saw Jim and Jane Quinn’s good-looking Falco but no Jim
and Jane. Dick and Barbara Flunker make it to Oshkosh
every year as they have the best of accommodations with
Dick’s brother Don in Appleton. This year we got to visit with
Ken Koehler again (168 member who moved back to WI).
Howard and Joanne Walrath are always there to collect one
more Oshkosh patch for his jacket. Sam Cooper, our chapter
president and David Cheek our Vice President were also at
Oshkosh but I never saw them. Jerry Mrazek, came up with
Monroe in the Mooney. Richard Gent John Larson made
Oshkosh but never ran into them. Of special interest to our
chapter was Dave Carter and his Christavia on front row center. I am sure there were other Chapter 168 members on the
field but I either missed you or have a memory problem.
Last year the big chapter 168 related happenings took
place with Michael Hoye and Monroe McDonald. Each had a
photo shoot and a feature article of their respective airplanes.
Michael took the Pober Pixie II to Oshkosh with the resultant
Bud Davisson Sport Aviation article. Monroe parked his
Mooney in the classic parking area with the end result being
on the cover of EAA’s Vintage Airplane with an article.
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This year Dave Carter took over with the attention with
his Christavia. I am sure the same people who were attracted
to the Pober Pixie II were also attracted to the Christavia. It
is real refreshing to see such a rare homebuilt, especially one
that looks like its roots go back into the late 1940s. I am sorry
that neither I nor Dave got a picture of him in front of his airplane. Every time I went by the Christavia Dave was holding
court with a large crowd. On Thursday morning Dave held a
Christavia builders group (7 people) meeting at the plane.
None of that 300+ builders banquet hall meeting stuff for the
Christavia people. There are about 24 two-seat Mark Is flying
and about 12 four-seat Mark IVs like Dave’s flying.

On the right side of the airplane Dave had a poster celebrating the life of his granddaughter Cassie who was a major
influence in helping him build the Christavia. She lost her
young life at the Fort Worth Wedgwood Baptist tragedy a
couple of years ago. It was a very touching tribute to her.
Early in the week, Amy Laboda who writes the Family
Matters section of Sport Aviation took note of the Christavia
and the story of Cassie and asked for an interview. The interview lasted for a couple of hours with a final request for a
photo shoot.
On Friday morning Dave and Cliff McCluney took the
Christavia out for a photo run. As Michael and Monroe indicated last year and Dave found out this year, this was a major
two hour experience. Finally, Dave indicated he was so busy
that after a week he still did not get to attend all the forums,
see all the planes, or make all the exhibits that he wanted to.
Congregations to Dave on a fine airplane.
What makes Oshkosh so great is that rare planes are not
so rare at Oshkosh. A few years ago it was not unusual to see
Beech Staggerwings, Cessna 195s, Navions, and Fairchild
24s among the everyday Piper and Cessna aircraft. Today
these airplanes are rare sightings at our local airports.
However, Oshkosh will always attract a fair share of these
unusual out of-production aircraft. As an example, this year
there were 40 Navions on the field and 10 Cessna 195s flew
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together into Oshkosh from a strip in Missouri. When was the
last time you saw 10 195s land all at once? Most of these rare
types have national fly-ins, which is about the only other time
when as many or more of them will be in the same place at
the same time.
There were several firsts this year. There was the first
public flight of the CarterCopter. The first public flight by
Dick Rutan in the X-COR EZ rocket. The first public flight
of the RV 4 with the turbo-prop engine. The first public flight
of a Kitfox with an R-2800 radial (as in cc’s, not inches)
engine. All were at Oshkosh last year as static displays. Each
is in early flight development and has the potential to make a
major impact on aviation.

On the warbird flight line I came upon a Navy two-seat
jet trainer with EJ-1 as the name on the “Don’t Touch Me”
card. Most of us standing around were wondering what an
EJ-1 was yet thinking it looked sort of familiar. Turns out it
is owned by Lewis Shaw and is based at Addison airport in
the Toy Barn. It was restored by Ezell Aviation in
Breckenridge. It started out as a Temco Model 51 and was the
first primary jet trainer accepted by one of the U.S military
services. First prototype flight was in 1956. We all know how
the P-51 was designed, built, and flown in 100 days. Temco
bettered that record by cutting the time to 75 days for the
Model 51. Of the 14 models built, Lew has the 11th example.
The reason the Navy limited their buy to just the 14 was the
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decision to go with the turbo-prop powered T-34. It looked
familiar because we remember it as the Pinto Jet. So why is
the name EJ-1 on the card? Because Ezell built over 51% of
this airplane (they started only with a beat up fuselage) so it is
licensed as a homebuilt experimental. It won Reserve Grand
Champion: Post World War II. Look for it out at Addison.

Everyone always asks what was the big ticket, most outstanding airplane at Oshkosh this year? While not a well
known airplane at least to me, my vote must go to the
Sikorsky S-38. It took a four man crew some 3 years and
about 30,000 hours of labor to recreate this airplane. Look
forward to reading the incredible story on this project and the
African travel history. This is just one of the ’big time’ projects going on in recreation of old and historic aircraft. It was
my hope that either the Messerschmitt 262 reproduction as
started in Fort Worth or the Hughes H-1 racer (35000 hours
building time) from Oregon would show up this year. They
didn’t make it. From the article in the August Sport Aviation
the H-1 just might make it to Reno this fall.
Each year I look for the, ’I can’t believe it aircraft’ such
as the four VW engine vertical take off airplane several years
ago. Much to my surprise there was no displayed aircraft on
the grounds this year that met this category. I still saw several
companies that were putting out very optimistic performance
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figures and predictions for their aircraft such as the Comp Air
jet which is suppose to fly this fall.
With respect to new airplane announcements the advent
of new, lightweight jet engines spurred the design of several
new aircraft. Of notable interest was the Javelin, a two seat
600 mph twin jet using the Williams FJ-33 turbo fan engine.
There was considerable interest in the RV-10 (an entire forum
for just the ten) which should be at Oshkosh next year.
From what I saw from the vendors, there was really only
one new product announcement. After seven years on the
aviation market, Garmin is confident it has found the heir
apparent to the 195 handheld GPS, the aptly named Garmin
GPSMAP196 Portable Navigator (list $1,049). The screen of
the black-and-white 196 has twice the pixels of the 195, a 12level gray presentation as opposed to the 195’s 4-level gray,
thereby being easier to read. One interesting feature is the
automatic logbook that, used with Garmin’s free flight book
software, will allow you to keep up with precise hours flown.
Maybe that would make by-biannual flight instructor happy
instead of the one logbook entry every two years. There were
a number of products announced last year that had been
updated. Most notable was the Blue Mountain EFIS-One for
experimental aircraft which is a complete glass cockpit with
integrated GPS, airport database, digital charts, engine monitoring, air-data instruments fight director, HIS/RMI and all
the rest. Their vendor tent was very busy and the new updated units look absolutely great. We will get an opportunity to
see the EFIS-One in operation when Michael Stephan
receives his unit for the RV-8.
We have always been worried about protecting the
show airplanes at Oshkosh.
This year a really good program called “Protect Our
Planes” was carried out by
volunteers. These people
roamed the show area looking for people who were
smoking, touching, or eating. Twice I was reminded to not drink a Coke by my airplane. I went out of my way to thank them for their efforts.
As far as added security due to 9/11, I saw none which was
great from my personal standpoint.
If this was your first trip to Oshkosh, chances are very
good it won’t be your last. It can be additive. No matter how
hard you try, it’s impossible to experience it all. Don’t even
try to see everything. Plan your time to enjoy your special
interest. This year I spent a fair amount of time by my RV 8
visiting with a lot of great people. Therefore, a lot of what
went on at Oshkosh I only read about in the newspaper or on
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the internet after I got home. This was a special milestone
this year for me. Believe it not, this was my 30th consecutive year of Oshkosh attendance. In 1973 about two days
before the fly-in Larry Hite came by my desk and asked if
I would like to drive up to Oshkosh in his truck. I took him
up on the offer and have returned every year. Nearly all of
the remaining years have been with Ken Krebaum. I am
not alone with that number of years since many of the
chapter members mentioned as attending this year also
have a large number. Now you can see how this year’s
theme of looking back on 50 years of fly-ins was a real
time of reflection for many of us.
This seemed like a good year to take the RV-8 up to
Oshkosh, so like a lot of people I got up there two days
before the actual fly-in started. As I registered the ’eight’
they asked me if I wanted it judged. Knowing the level of
quality of homebuilts at Oshkosh, I thought it prudent to
not waste the judges time. After two days Dick Flunker
was all over my case to get it judged and Danny King and
his wife (RV-8 builder) from Fort Worth indicated I was
making a big mistake. So I went back to aircraft registration and signed to be judged. About five judges came by
over the next three days and took their look. Well that took
care of that exercise. I came home on Sunday (20 to 25
knot head wind all the way). Monday morning Mel
Asberry called me early and congratulated me on winning
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an Outstanding Workmanship Plaque award at Oshkosh.
Although a lot of people commented on how they liked my
’eight’, I was shocked. My first thoughts were, “Thank you,
Dick Flunker”. Several days later the plaque came in the
mail. Reviewing the winner list showed 15 aircraft in the kit
built category with Plaques (8), Bronze (5), Reserve (RV-4)
and Grand Champion (Hamon Rocket). In watching the
judges it seemed like they were looking at ’fit and finish’
rather than a lot of expensive features. The Poplawski paint
work certainly helped since the most common comment was
about the paint scheme and quality of the paint job.
On Wednesday evening at the Theater-In-the-Woods,
Chapter 168 received third place for the quality and content
of our newsletter. Michael got the information just in time to
mention it in the last newsletter. To me this is a significant
award since there are a lot of chapter newsletters and many
are outstanding. As Michael mentioned, this award must be
shared by many chapter members who have made contributions yet I want to say that when it comes to getting a monthly issue out, it all comes down to one person, Michael
Stephan. Therefore, a great big congratulation to Michael
from Chapter 168.
Next year the annual convention will focus on 100 years
of aviation and Kitty Hawk. Once again mark your calendar.
It’s only 11 months away.

Upcoming National Events
• Sept. 27 & 28 Southwest Regional Fly-In
• Sep 12-15 Reno Air Races, Reno-Stead Airport Reno, NV
• Oct. 4-6 EAA Southeast Regional Fly-in, Middleton Field
Evergreen, AL (GZH).
• Oct. 10-13 Copperstate Fly-In, Phoenix Regional at
Grand Valley Airport Phoenix, AZ (A39)

Chapter News
By Michael Stephan
Chapter 168 Well Represented at Airventure 2002
Last month you read that the Chapter’s crack newsletter staff
placed third in the newsletter category. But what we didn’t
know then was that Marvin Brott won an award for
“Outstanding Workmanship” in the kitbuilt category.
Congratulations Marvin! After seeing his RV-8 the award
does not surprise me. That is a beautiful airplane.
Here I am receiving the award from Chapter president
Sam Cooper. Marvin Brott and Tom Davies were not at the
meeting to also receive the award. Thanks everyone!

Officer Elections
Nominations are still being accepted for 2003 officers. We
have candidates for all positions except for the secretary
position. So, if you are interested contact the nominating
committee headed by Sam Cooper. This is a good way to give
back to the Chapter. These commitments take a minimal
amount of time and really help the Chapter function.
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Chili Cook Off October 5th
Next month is our 3rd annual Chili Cookoff with the
McKinney Chapter. The date is Saturday Ocober 5th. It will
be held at the Mckinney airport in the same place as it was the
last two years (Tom Ferraro’s Hangar). The format will be the
same as last year’s. I will have better detail in next month’s
issue. So, start perfecting that chili recipe. We will need some
volunteers to help. Ann Asberry is chairing the Committee
and Dick Flunker and I have volunteered to help out. But, we
could use a few more people. If you are interested in helping
let Ann Asberry know. This event seems to grow every year,
so set aside that Saturday and join us. BYOT (bring you own
tums)
Sulphur Springs Fall Fly-In
EAA Chapter 1094 is hosting a Fall Fly-In at Sulphur Springs
Airport on Sept. 21. There will be quite a few activities
including war bird fly-bys, best of show trophies, door prizes,
special fuel prices, and the Grand Opening of a new Airport
Terminal (2pm) with Govenor Rick Perry. For more information call 903-885-4911.
Cedar Mills Fly-In
By Michael Stephan
Last month’s fly-in was our chapter’s version of ‘surf and
turf.’ We flew into the grass strip at Cedar Mills and had
breakfast in the restaurant at the Marina. The weather was on
the fritz again, but once again several braved the forecast and
joined us for breakfast. Several there we have seen before and
some we don’t see as often. Either way, it was good to have
such an enjoyable group around the table.
I flew there with Monroe McDonald and Jerry Mrazek
and we were the last to arrive. We were slightly delayed due
to our dodging of the Class B airspace and the clouds that
seem to hover at 2000 ft. But we made it through and it
looked like for the flight back the weather was going to
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improve. But, we were wrong. Coming back, the clouds produced rain and the visibility diminished. Just across Hwy. 121
we heard that there was a storm cell directly over Redbird airport, our destination. No problem, we just put down at
Addison in a pouring rain shower. Spent a few hours in the
Millionaire terminal, and had a pleasant conversation with a
few F-14 pilots who were also stranded by the storms. No, the
F-14 was not parked outside. They were flying a turboprop T34. Overall, we were very grateful for Millionaire’s hospitality and after a few hours, we took off in the rain and headed
for Redbird, I mean Dallas Executive. Soon, we were back in
the dry confines of our easy chairs at home. Just another
Chapter Fly-in…right.

Ice Cream Social
By Michael Stephan
Last year’s Ice Cream Social worked out so well, we are
going to do it again. And, once again Jim Quinn is leading the
charge. We are going to do a few things a little differently.
Gone are the awards. They were too subjective. If the Judges
are chocolate lovers, what chance do the vanilla makers have,
and what do the fruit specialists do? But don’t let that discourage you from bringing that special homemade cream
delight. Instead, we will raffle off a ride in Don
Christiansen’s RV-8 as a prize.
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Here is how it works. Create your favorite ice cream or go to
the store and buy you favorite flavor. Then bring it with you
in the best frozen form you can, and we will provide a
method of keeping you ice cream frozen for the rest of duration. There is a small price to cover a little bit of overhead. If
you bring ice cream give a $2 donation and you get all the ice
cream you can sample. If you come
empty handed, we
ask for a little bit
large donation, a
whopping $4.
You can’t beat a
little ice cream in
the morning while
talking about and
looking at airplanes. Since it is a
fly-in bring you airplane. It is more fun to look at them than it is talking about
what it would be like if so-and-so showed up. Last year at the
ice cream social we got our first looks at Marvin Brott’s RV8 and Mike Hoye’s Pober Pixie II. Several airplanes are fresh
out of the paint shop, so feel free to show them off. Bottom
line, mark your calendars. We will have the bowls and spoons
ready for you. See you there.

SWRFI Season
By Michael Stephan
It is that time of year again.
The Southwest Regional
Fly-In is gearing up in
Abilene. And as usual
Chapter 168 plays a big part.
This year we are again in
charge of Ground Operations.
The Work Day (Sept 21st)
To prepare the field we need to put up a few signs that direct
traffic on the field, and, as in the past, we will set the signs up
on a work day the Saturday before the event, which this year
is Sat., Sept 21st. Since this is quite a labor intensive task, I
am asking, no begging for volunteers to come out and help
us. I have done this the last three years, and it is not as bad as
it sounds. Every year we get faster putting the signs up, and
last year we were done by lunch time. Due to some restructuring of the fly-in, we have fewer signs to erect and if we can
get 6–10 people to help we should make quick work of it.
Also, if you have a cordless drill/screwdriver, bring it. I plan
to start around 9 am and end when the signs are up which
should be around lunch and be back home before dinner. If
you are committed to helping let me know with an email to
mstephan@shr.net or a phone call will do (972-857-3327).
But, if you find that your schedule works out at the last
minute, we take all comers.
The Fly-In.
Since the chapter is responsible for ground operations, we
will need some volunteers to help direct traffic around the
taxiways. Aircraft will begin to arrive on Thursday afternoon,
but we will have enough manpower to handle them. The larger crowds start to arrive on Friday with the bulk of the traffic
on Saturday. For these ground operation we need helpers to
direct airplanes to the parking area. If you can help with this
come by the briefing tent at the base of the SWRFI control
tower and sign up to help. We divide the work shifts into 2hour slots, so there will be plenty of time left to enjoy the FlyIn. Even if you can’t give much volunteer time, be sure and
come on out to the Fly-In spend some time. The show has a
little different structure this year which should give attendees
more time to look at airplanes. Also, there will be quite a few
Chapter Members there to converse with, a few bargains to
be had, awards to be given out, planes to watch, food to
munch on, and we always have a good time. So, make plans
to attend.
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Digi-Track Autopilot
The RV Story
By Mark Steffensen
The installation of my Tru Track “Digi-track” autopilot system was a one-weekend affair less than 10 hours, quite
straightforward with no surprises. The plans,
instructions, and diagrams were quite easy to
understand. The install kit was complete with
the exception of wire, & several nuts, bolts and
rivets. I had all of these items, with the exception of the wire from my aircraft maintenance
supply.
I have recently moved from the Dallas area
to Atlanta, (good-bye to all in EAA Chapter 168
and my RV friends) due to a corporate relocation. This gave me the great opportunity to test
out the new system.
The last thing to move out to Atlanta after
the wife, 4 kids and dog was my RV8A. I have
previously had the opportunity to make several
long cross country flights before in my 8A, 4 to
5 hours, but none were as pleasant as this flight
to Atlanta. After a 15-year non-IFR hiatus, I requalified IFR in my RV8A this past February.
This trip was the perfect opportunity to practice those

IFR skills. I filed IFR and after 1 hour, I was cleared direct to
my destination in Atlanta. The Digi-track system held the
heading to destination right dead on. On this flight I was
averaging 170 kts TAS at 9000 ft. burning 8.2 gal/hr. I leaned
the engine to the lean side of peak EGT.
The trip was a total of 4 hours en-route to Atlanta, and I
landed with 12 gals. in reserve. The trip was 30 min. longer
than planned as I had a 24 kt. headwind component making ground speed only 154 kts.
Did I ever tell you I LOVE MY RV8A? Well
I do.
With the easy workload, I was able to play
with my new Garmin 196 GPS. With the E6B
function of this unit I was able to compute the
winds aloft which were changing, and again the
Digi-track system held the heading right to my
destination. When I initially finished my RV8A
in July of 2000 I didn’t have any of these gadgets installed, but the more I flew, the more I
gained a better understanding of the RV8A’s
true performance and capabilities.
The three pieces of equipment in the RV8A
that I appreciate the most are:
• Digi-Track Autopilot
• JPI Fuel Flow FS-450 linked to UPS SL50
• GPS Garmin 196 GPS
This equipment isn’t necessary, but their proper use makes
your flight experience so much more manageable by allowing you to know exactly were you are (moving map), how
much fuel you will have left when you reach your destination
(+ or - one tenth of a gallon), and allows you to let go of the
stick to look at a chart, GPS or just enjoy the ride. I do have
the charts; sections open and available just in case of an electrical failure, and yes I can navigate, aviate and calculate the
old fashion way, but boy, this new technology is great.
Good luck to all of Chapter 168 in your personnel &
aviation pursuits. See y’all at the next fly-in.
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For Sale Services, Parts and Other:
Titan Tornado $16,500 Built March 2000 Rotax 503 DCDI
85 hrs oil injected, 3 blade Warp Drive prop. Elect. start,
flaps, 15 gal fuel, Ball. chute, strobes/nav lghts, dig. tach,
skid ball, vsi.OAT, CHT, EGT, ALT, Fuel guage
Bill Walters 870-246-7357

Apollo 618 Loran w/tray & antenna $200
Collins VIR 351 nav unit (working well when removed) $400
Noise cancelling headset, mike inop, $35.
Call Harry Gresham, 214 348 2772; cell 214 289 313;
Fax 214 348 6565; hgresh@juno.com

1959 SuperCub. Selling 1/2. ADS based. Restored in 1994.
100 hours SMOH and Restor. CD/AM/FM, King Radio and
in great shape.
Call Doug Wall (214)-707-9255 or
doug.wall@ubspainewebber.com

RV-8 Empennage kit: only 5% completed; tools also; taking offers.
Call Call John Rollow at 972/503-3611 or e-mail at
neck101@earthlink.net

Directional Gyro Vacuum, perfect condition, hardly ever
needed resetting. Sacrifice at $ 225 or best offer.
Call Dave Davidson (972) 530-4067

Garmin 195 handheld GPS: like new, yoke mount, Ext
Ant, Soft Case, Battery Pack, $750
Call Richard Robbins (972) 226-6699
Aviation ads (For Sale, Wanted, Etc.) can be placed by Chapter 168 members free of charge. Send to: Chapter 168 Newsletter, 1102 Hills Creek
Drive, McKinney, Texas 75070 or brott@mindspring.com

King KX-175B TSO nav-com radio $675.
Call Monroe McDonald 214-352-1564.
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New Website Address: www.eaa168.org
We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format,
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.
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