Forty Years of

HANGAR ECHOES

1963 the following 15 people started Chapter 168:

Chapter 168's 40th Anniversary
By Marvin Brott
A thanks goes to AD Donald for loaning me his collection of
newsletters for the purpose of putting together this article.
With this May 2003 issue of Hangar Echoes, we celebrate
the chapter’s 40th anniversary. This article will provide a
brief chronology and highlight events of our first 40 years.
Fortunately, Dick Cavin detailed in the May 1978 issue of
Hangar Echoes the first 15 years of Chapter 168. It contained
thumbnail sketches on all original 15 charter members and a
year by year account of chapter activities. It also included a
copy of the first 168 newsletter called the, Dope Bucket.
The year was 1963 and the place was an open air porch on
the front of a little pilot’s lounge at the old White Rock
Airport. The occasion for these 15 people was to form a new
EAA chapter. The story really starts in 1955 when in those
early days it was hard to round up enough people interested
in “homebuilts” in the total Dallas Fort Worth area to form a
chapter. Yet they found the sufficient ten people to start the
DalWorth Chapter 34. This is only two years after EAA started in Milwaukee and hence explains their low chapter number. It also explains why 34 has the DalWorth name. By early
1963 there was considerable interest in the formation of a
new EAA chapter to serve the Dallas area. So on May 4th
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Stan Billotte
Jack Bullard
Dick Cavin
Owen Elliott
Cecil Ferguson

Merle Green
Paul Keys
Cynthia Keys
Joe Linex
Fred Mitchell

Larry Nichols
Pete Ohlson
Francis Richardson
Merle Soule
Jim Swick

Joe Linex’s son Martin Linex may be remembered by many
us as he had a Fly Baby out at the old Dallas North airport.
We still see Jim Swick out at Aero Country. Jack Bullard had
the background in aviation and the enthusiasm which made
him the natural choice for president for several years. He was
working on an original design called the “Bullard
Blackhawk.” In 1962 the new T-18 design came out and
caught the eye of many chapter members. Yet the dominate
airplanes for the first 20 years of this chapter were the
biplanes such as the Pitts, Stardusters, Skybolts and many
other designs.
A number of big events have taken place during our chapter’s life. The first came when a new cub reporter from the
Dallas Times Herald (yes, Dallas had two major newspapers)
went out to Dick Cavin’s house, took some pictures of his T18 and wrote his heart out on an article. As luck will have it
on the next Sunday, there was an absence of news, so right on
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May 6th Chapter Meeting

May 13th Board of Directors Meeting

Our May 6th Chapter
Meeting will be held at
the Farmers Branch
Library, located on the
northwest corner of
Webb Chapel and
Golfing Green Dr. The
meeting will be held in
the auditorium and will
begin at 6:30 p.m. and
finish by 9:00.
This month’s speaker will be Constable
Roma Skinner. He will
speak about the growing fleet of Eastern Block jets that are at Lancaster Airport.
Roma is the one who started it all. So, it will be very interesting to hear how it got started. The Constable currently flys
an L-39. So, make plans to attend.
By Michael Stephan

The May BOD meeting will be held on May 13th at the
Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM. The minutes
from the April 8th BOD meeting (recorded by Monroe
McDonald) are as follows:
• Directors in attendance: David Cheek, Don Christiansen,
Sam Cooper, Bruce Fuller, Monroe McDonald, Jerry
Mrazek, John Peyton, John Phillips, Jim Quinn, Michael
Stephan, and Don Wilcox.
• Michael Stephan said the tour of the Superior engine
factory is postponed.
• The May 6 program speaker will be Roma Skinner on with
more info. on the Lancaster jet fleet.
• The June 3 program will be a report on the GAMI engine
management seminar by Sam Cooper.
• The May 10 airport meeting will be at the Hilltop Lakes
(0TE4) resort restaurant at 1100. This private airport is
located northeast of College Station, on the Houston
sectional chart, off the Leona VOR, 250 deg. 12 nm. Info.
at 936-855-2222.
• The June 7 airport meeting will be to join the annual
Midway Airport pancake breakfast.
• The May 27 Hangar Echoes newsletter assembly party will
be at Michael Stephan’s RV8 aircraft factory in Grand
Prairie.
• The June 21 Hangar Echoes newsletter assembly party will
be held at the Asberrys’ Shortstop Airport home. It will be
a Saturday lunch event so attendees can fly in.
• Michael Stephan’s treasurer’s report showed a small
negative cash flow, slight member drop (-6) from last year.

May 10th Chapter Fly-In
This month’s fly-in is a fly-out to Hilltop Lakes Airport
(0TE4). We will meet for lunch at 11a.m. This private airport
is located northeast of College Station, on the Houston sectional chart, off the Leona VOR, 250 deg. 12 nm.The restaraunt is a short walk from the airport. On arrival use Radio
Frequency 122.75 (Same as airplane to airplane). The runway
is 3000ft of asphalt. Watch for deer on the runway. The food
is great. So find a ride if you need one and we will see you
there.
More
information
can
be
found
at
www.hilltoplakes.com or call 936-855-2222.
By Michael Stephan
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May 27 th Newsletter Assembly
The June issue of the Hangar Echoes will be assembled at the
shop of Michael Stephan (that’s me). Since I am building my
airplane before building my house (I have my priorities in
order), I will host the crew at my shop. It is a bit small, but
there is enough room for everyone and we can spill outside if
we need to. The street address is 513 NE 28th St. in Grand
Prairie. It is a few blocks south and west of the I-30 and
McArthur intersection. I describe it as being on the final
approach to the former Naval Air Station. For directions you
can call me at 972-857-3327.
I am building an RV-8 with the help of Jerry Mrazek. We
are running wires that will connect the engine, the EFIS and
all the other systems together. Most of the systems are in
place, so there should be plenty to see. Come and enjoy my
very humble abode.
By Michael Stephan
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A Message from the President
By John Phillips
40 years! Wow!!
Marvin Brott has written for this issue a really super article to commemorate our Chapter’s 40th anniversary. In all
honesty I had no idea we’d been around for 40 years. I guess
maybe it’s human nature to take things for granted after
awhile. It happens in all aspects of life. It happens in families,
in marriages, in friendships, in work and so on. Once the
thing is up and running there is a tendency for us to relax and
let it coast along by itself.
Periodically we really should stop and reflect on the
efforts of the people who had the impetus to come together
and start a new venture - which for us happened to be Chapter
168. Imagine if the 168th did not exist. Would any of us today
have the interest and “stick-to-itiveness” to start a new organization, to fill out government forms, to arrange for a meeting
place, and then make sure that the word got around so that
people would come to our meeting. Oh, I know that each and
every one of us has the ability to do it - we build airplanes and
fly them after all! - that we certainly could do it. What I’m
wondering is whether any of us, with all of the other things
that go on in our daily lives, would make the time to organize and grow a new Chapter 168 if it didn’t already exist for
us.
Rhetorical question. Fortunately, we don’t have to answer.
Thanks to Dick Cavin and other early members the birthing
pains were taken care of for us. I think where we find ourselves now is in the middle age years.
The 168th is grown-up now and it’s pretty darn successful.
Now it’s up to us to keep it that way, and to keep rejuvenating it, so that it doesn’t drift off into old age. The 168th is
something different for each of us, but I suspect that there are
common threads. I have only been a member for a few short
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years. I distinctly remember
standing when Sam Cooper
called for visitor introductions when I first attended a
meeting. I wondered what I
was letting myself in for,
standing up in front of a room
full of strangers and confessing I liked airplanes, but as
soon as I said I was interested
in building an RV and Mel
Asberry cheered I figured it
would be okay. I think I’ve
only missed a couple of meetings since then. I really look forward to the first Tuesday evening of each month. For me, it’s
an opportunity to turn off the computer and the office lights a
little early, and to spend a couple hours visiting with new
friends, talking about something I really enjoy, and listening
to a speaker who’s entertaining and passionate about his/her
particular aviation interest. Newsletter foldings and monthly
fly-ins I reluctantly confess I have not been as faithful about
attending. The fault is my own - sometimes I think they are
too inconvenient or there are conflicts in my schedule. But,
they are a major part of the activities of the 168th each month
and I resolve to become more faithful in my attendance so
that the efforts of the founders and the good works of members for 40 years don’t drift off into old age.
I have said it before and I’ll say it again. The 168th is
OURS. It is what WE make it. Forty years ago 15 men and
women made it for themselves and enjoyed it, and it grew,
and today as WE enjoy it, WE reflect on the past and say
“THANKS” to Dick Cavin and his friends, and WE look forward to adding our own small mark and being part of the heritage of the 168th when 2043 rolls around!
Here is a picture of My trip to the Burnett CAF airshow:
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Chapter 168's 40th Anniversary

Continued from page 1

page one was a picture of Dick and his T-18. This started a
stampede of the curious, most of whom were pilots. The
chapter was totally unprepared for the 63 people who showed
up for the next meeting. At the high water mark, there were
29 active T-18 projects in the Metroplex area and each of the
29 flew. As Dick mentioned in a newsletter, Chapter 168’s
fortunes went hand in hand with the T-18 boom for several
years. Its interesting how history sort of repeats itself 40
years later with the RV boom.
1967 and 1968 saw Bob Foote, the chapter’s vice president, organize Hidden Valley Airpark, the first such type
home site airport in the area. Ken Larson built a new hangar
at Air Park. The November meeting went to over 100 members
and visitors for the 1st time. Dick Cavin bought the RV-1 from
Dick VanGrunsven. It is amazing that shortly thereafter at
the 1973 Oshkosh the then new RV-3 showed up and now
after 30 years the RV-3’s descendants should still be with us
and have matured to form a major portion of the homebuilt
market. 1968 also was the start of about 6 Starduster Toos.
The chapter was now calling the newsletter Hangar Echoes.
During mid year 1969 Jack Bullard, the sparkplug president,
moved to Colorado Springs. He frequently mentioned that
the president’s job was like a country preacher’s. There was
a considerable amount of glad-handing and back slapping
that was necessary to make people feel at ease and assure
them they were not only welcome, but well liked and needed. It has to be sincere, as nothing communicates as quickly
as insincerity.
The chapter in 1970 had Bill Rogers as president and Jay
Carter as its vice president. This vice president was a young
engineer that had space age ideas about aircraft as in fiberglass, pusher engines, and canards. His design was to have a
steam engine. Well, he moved to Burkburnett, Texas just
north of Wichita Falls where 24 years later in 1994 he started
CarterCopters, a small, advanced aeronautics company. Jay
Carter Jr. is the chapter’s tie to the CarterCopter. In February
1970 a number of chapter members got together and started
Kitty Hawk airport near Allen.
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1977 was a big year for EAA, both nationally and for our
local chapter. EAA took their replica of the Sprit of St Louis
and retraced Lindbergh’s national tour that he made after his
famous flight. One of his stops was Dallas Love Field. This
turned out to be a gold mine of publicity for our local chapter as the TV helicopters followed the Sprit of St Louis from
Fort Worth to Love Field. It was also a salt mine of hard work
by a lot of dedicated people in Chapter 168. Another replica
of interest had its roots in our chapter. At Oshkosh 1990,
chapter member Lea Abbott (age 83) flew his replica 1910
Curtiss Pusher to Oshkosh and donated it to the EAA
Aviation Foundation.
During the first 15 years many of the chapter members
worked for either Braniff or Texas Instruments. In fact, many
people thought this chapter was attached to Braniff. Bill
Rogers was a TIer who introduced me to the big wide world
of sport aviation. Congressman Dale Milford joined our
chapter with a Buckaroo restoration and Jim Swick was
appointed our 1st chapter designee inspector.
Starting in 1991, John Crook’s Wednesday Night All Metal
Ugly Airplane Building Club was building a Zenair CH-701
from plans. A number of members were involved with this
effort. A big tradition for 11 years was the Mary Jane and
Henry Odlozil chapter fall fly-in where Henry’s entire family
went all out to make these events a huge success.
With respect to our chapter’s presidents, the following
table lists each president by year. As you can see a number
have served more than one year. Note that current members
Owen Bruce and Mack Cobb were president in 1972 and
1974 respectively.
1963
1965
1967
1969
1971
1973
1975

Jack Bullard
Jack Bullard
Jack Bullard
Jack Bullard
Jack Winthrop
G.S. Clardy
Ken Gersback

1964
1966
1968
1970
1972
1974
1976

Jack Bullard
Pete Ohlson
Dick Cavin
Bill Rogers
Owen Bruce
Mack Cobb
Bill Kueger
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1977
1979
1981
1983
1985
1987
1989
1991
1993
1995
1997
1999
2001
2003

Jim Young
Charles Penry
Larry Grimm
Monroe McDonald
Gerry Catha
John Crook
Chris Kosan
Brownie Seals
Gary Hansen
Sam Cooper
Monroe McDonald
Jerry Mrazek
Sam Cooper
John Phillips

1978
1980
1982
1984
1986
1988
1990
1992
1994
1996
1998
2000
2002

Charles Penry
Lewis Nixon
John Harast
Gerry Catha
John Crook
Chris Kosan
Clair Button
Gary Hansen
Sam Cooper
Ann Asberry
Jerry Mrazek
Ann Asberry
Sam Cooper

It seems like the chapter went through a lot of sadness for a
number of years. It started in August 1977 with a double
tragedy. Jim Jackson was killed at Sherman flying Lew
Shaw’s Akrostar and Ken Gersbach, who had been our president, lost his life in his Sidewinder while on a night landing
into Air Park. In March 1979 we lost a long-time member,
G.A. Clardy, at Kitty Hawk after a take off and turn towards
downwind. Many of us took our first homebuilt ride in
Clardy’s T-18. In August 1980 Hugh Grammer lost his life in
a Cherokee accident in Mexico. Charter member Francis
Richardson and his son, Danny, were killed in a T-18 prelanding accident at Neosho, Mo on their way to Oshkosh
1982. This was especially a major shock to Dick Cavin, since
he and Francis were close long-time friends. A major shock
to Ken Krebaum and myself was the tragic loss of Larry
Grimm and his son, Wade, as they were flying the Cavalier to
Oshkosh in July 1991.
As you might already suspect, a chronology of Chapter
168 would not be complete without covering the real spark
plug that made things happen for the first 30 years, that being
Dick Cavin. Dick was a homebuilder all of his life. His first
was a little single place, all wood “Alco Sport” built when he
was 13. It flew (after a fashion he said) on a converted motorcycle engine. He was sales manger for the Porterfield Aircraft

in the 1930s and later flew for Braniff
International for 35 years. Dick flew the
famous 747 Big Orange (Fat Albert)
which made a daily trip to Hawaii from
Dallas and before that he put in 20,000
hours in DC 3s. He made it to the first
EAA convention in Milwaukee in 1955
and continued every year until his passing. He was our Hangar Echoes reporter/editor for the first 20
years and contributed to the newsletter for the next 10 years.
Like Ernest Hemingway, he wrote in longhand and the chapter secretary arranged to have it typed. Dick had the writer’s
touch. He would put all of our projects with names in print and
announce that we would be flying in a couple of months. His
wife, Lyndell, supported his enthusiasm for all things EAA.
The July 1983 issue of Hangar Echoes paid tribute to Dick for
all of his contributions to 168. The May 1996 issue was dedicated to Dick Cavin with a summary of his aviation life. He
was on a first name basis with most of the key people (from
Roscoe Turner and Gilmore the Lion to Paul Poberezny) in
aviation and had flown most of the great airplanes for over a
50 year period. Our chapter put Dick’s name on the EAA
Memorial Wall in Oshkosh as an everlasting tribute to someone who loved and supported experimental aviation.
It is interesting to look at 40 years of Hangar Echoes. The
change has been dramatic with respect to presentation. The
May 1963 newsletter was one typed page of news and
announcements. Dick Cavin wrote virtually every word in
our newsletter for the first 20 years. His material was more
like reading a newspaper with lots of news of people and
planes in our local areas and within our chapter. Today the
material is more articles oriented. Each issue started with
about 25 pages of yellow legal size hand written material
from Dick. For years it was the custom for the secretary or
his wife to type up Dick’s material on stencils for the
mimeograph machine. My wife Pat, along with a number of
other women who supported our chapter over the years did
this typing which typically took about three evenings. Our
current newsletter gatherings started when we did the print-
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ing, collating, and then
the effort we do today.
It was real work and
sometimes
dirty.
During the middle
1970s Jim Patterson, a
Barracuda builder, did
the art work drawing
for the cover of Hangar Echoes. There were no pictures for
the first 12 years. Next came photographs for the cover only.
About 20 years ago the great Robrucha cartoons by long time
chapter member Bob Chambers started showing up in our
newsletter. Doug Vail gets the
credit for leading us into the
computer age for developing the
newsletter. In 1994, our editor
Steve Horn received the 2nd
place EAA National newsletter
award. Since 1996 Hangar
Echoes has received four additional awards for being in the 8th
, 7th, 5th, and last year 3rd place
of all chapter newsletters within
EAA. These are a major achievement for our chapter.
Recently, Michael Stephan along with others has brought us
into the internet age. A lot has happened in 480 issues of our
chapter newsletter, starting with The Dope Bucket in 1963
and running to this issue in 2003. If you read all 480 issues
you would realize that there is enough material to write a
book with names, planes, first flights, chapter presentations
by the “who’s-who” of aviation, chapter fly-ins, and big
events such as the Lindbergh replica flight.
It is really nice to look backward once in a while and
savor the people and events of yester-year. Yet the way forward is to direct our thoughts and energies towards the
future. The EAA of tomorrow is what we’re doing about it
today. Our chapter is now 40 years old and its longevity has
been made possible only by a dedicated leadership and membership. As I look at 40 years of newsletters, it is over-
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whelming how much a labor-of-love by our members has
been put into all aspects of this chapter.
Like any organization, the people over a 40 year period
continue to change. The 1977 membership roster lists a number of names that many of us will remember as being significant to us. I would love to list them all but we don’t have the
space. It is interesting to note from the presidents list the
early names of Owen Bruce, Mack Cobb and Monroe
McDonald. Other names listed in 1977 that we know today
are Clair Button, Larry Hite, Henry Odlozil, Klaus Truenper,
Howard Walrath, Leon Rausch, Ken Krebaum, and Dorman
Hinchliffe. Certainly our senior members of Chapter 168 are
Owen and Vivian Bruce. Owen
has an EAA membership card to
prove it with a number of 629.
He joined 168 a couple of years
after the 1963 charter date so he
has a first person remembrance
of the 15 charter members and
the very early days. Owen probably has the best collection of
Hangar Echoes and early photographs of planes and people
from our chapter. Maybe he needs to dust off those old slides
and let us take to look as we shoot for another 40 years.

Upcoming Events
Local
• May 3 - Granbury, TX. (local weather) Annual EAA
Chapter 983 Spring Fly-In - http://www.eaa983.org, Pecan
Plantation. (0TX), Hamburgers, airplanes, and fun for all.
Contact: Dick Jones, esnj@granbury.com
• May 3-4 1st Annual Central Texas Air Show DraughonMiller Central Texas Regional Airport Temple, Texas
Formerly Georgetown Air Show AGENDA: Air Force
F-15 Eagle Demo, Tora, Tora, Tora with Pyrotechnics,
custom home-built & experimental aircraft, WWII aircraft,
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•

•

•

•

•

•

•

aerial performances, and much more! TIME: Sat & Sun:
10 am - 6 pm FFI: Beth Ann Jenkins, 512/869-1759
May 5 Frontiers of Flight Museum Dallas Love Field
Dallas, Texas Celebrating North Texas’ contribution to
aviation & aerospace on the 100th Anniversary of powered
flight by the Wright brothers throughout 2003: Lockheed
SR-71 “Blackbird” Presenter: Col. Rich Graham, SR-17
Pilot Time: 7 p.m. RESERVATIONS: 214/350-3600
Frontiers of Flight Museum at Dallas Love Field
May 10 5th Annual Salute to the Armed Forces Fly-In
Corsicana Municipal (CRS) Corsicana, Texas TIME: 9:00
a.m. - 4:00 p.m. AGENDA: Static Displays, War Birds,
Military Fly-Overs, food, etc. All military & General
Aviation cordially invited! SPONSOR: Coyote Squadron
Commemorative Air Force, Corsicana, Texas FFI: Col.
Dave Heald,214/284-3938
May 16-17- New Braunfels, TX. (local weather) EAA
Southwest Regional Fly-In - http://www.swrfi.org, New
Braunfels Municipal Airport. (KBAZ), The EAA SWRFI is
a unique opportunity for members of the Experimental
Aircraft Association, airplane enthusiasts and the general
public to spend the weekend examining new and experimental aviation technologies, looking at airplanes and
attending lectures on related topics.
May 31 EAA Chapter 889 May Hamburger Happening
Shirley Williams Airport (44TE) Kingsland, Texas TIME:
11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Jun 1-Jul 20 (REVISEDDATE!!) 3rd Annual Rally - Glider
Rally & Cross Country Soaring Camp Marfa Airport
(MRF) Marfa, Texas HOST: Marfa Gliders FYI: Burt
Compton, 1/800/667-WINGTIP (9464) Website:
www.FLYGLIDERS.com
Jun 6-8 Texoma Ultralight Gathering Bowie Municipal
Airport (OF2) Bowie, Texas FFI: Paul Kupersmith
817/685-9669 or www.dfwliteflyers.org
Jun 7 EAA Chapter 1347 BB-Q Fayette Regional Air
Center (3T5) La Grange, Texas TIME: 11:00 a.m. - 1:00
p.m. NOTE: Contributions go to scholarships for students
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interested in aviation. FFI: Lance Herrington 979/249-4200
• Jun 7 Annual Pancake Breakfast Fly-In Mid-Way Regional
Airport Midlothian/Waxahachie, Texas NOTE:
Transportation available to Gingerbread Trail Historic
Home Tours and events.
• Jun 16 Frontiers of Flight Museum Dallas Love Field
Dallas, Texas Celebrating North Texas’ contribution to
aviation & aerospace on the 100th Anniversary of powered
flight by the Wright brothers throughout 2003: The Wright
Flyer Presenters: Lou Johnson, Wright flyer replica builder
& Reb Folbre, Wright engine replica builder Time: 7 p.m.
RESERVATIONS: 214/350-3600
National
• May 16- 18 - EAA Southwest Regional Fly-In (SWRFI)
(ABI) New Braunfels, Texas FFI: www.swrfi.org
• Jul 29- Aug 4 - EAA AirVenture 2003 51st Annual EAA
Fly-In Oshkosh, WISCONSIN

News and Notes
By Michael Stephan
New Flight School at
Mesquite Muni
Chapter members Ben and
Pat Johnson have opened
up a new flight school at
Mesquite
Municipal
Airport. They had an open
house on April 26th, and I
hope it went well. Ben and
Pat some of the nicest people in chapter. Besides flight
training, they also rent airplanes as well as instruct in
Ben’s RV-6A. More information can be found at
www.mesquiteaviation.net.
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They’re currently located in a temporary building next to the
FBO. So, if you are in the neighborhood, be sure to drop in
and say hello. Congratulations, Ben and Pat, and we wish you
all the best and a great success.
Southwest Regional Fly-In
is Here!
The Southwest Regional FlyIn is this month on May 1617 at its new location in New
Braunfels. It is a Spring Flyin, so things should be pretty
and green. Since the move
back to the Hill Country,
Chapter 168 has a smaller
presence, with only Bo Bauereis and myself on the Board of
Directors, but don’t let that keep you from volunteering. They
still can use your help during the event. Those who have
taken the reins for this year’s event are doing an outstanding
job. The vendor booths are full. Banquet tickets are selling
quickly, and the final preparations are being made.
There is a ton of good forums this year. ECI plans on doing
an engine build workshop with one of their Titan engines.
Mel Asberry will again make a presentation in the forums “So
you think you want to build an Airplane!” Larry Vetterman
will be there talking about exhaust systems. Gary Hunter,

who visited us with Bruce Bohannon, will be doing a composite materials forum. Tig welding, formation flying, engine
break in, auto engine conversions are just some of the topics
this year. Check the website (www.swrfi.org) for the complete schedule.
The Awards Banquet is back and will be in one of the
hangars on the field. The keynote speaker will be Apollo 16
astronaut Charley Duke. Duke served as lunar module pilot
of Apollo 16, which was the first scientific expedition to
inspect, survey, and sample materials and surface features in
the Descartes region of the rugged lunar highlands. This
should be an interesting presentation.
There is more stuff than I can mention in this short article,
but the swrfi.org website is full of information concerning the
event, including the arrival procedure, the airport’s layout,
hotel information. Also if you plan to attend you can pre-register online and your information will be available when you
arrive, speeding you through the registration process. If you
plan to volunteer some of you time there is anther form online
that will get your information to Bill Tarver the Volunteer
Coordinator.
So visit swrfi.org if you have any questions. If you can’t
find the answer there let me know and I will get you the
information.
There is excitement surrounding this event. It could be the
biggest so far, and you don’t want to miss out. This is going
to be a great event, so make plans to attend.

Sun ’n Fun 2003
By Marvin Brott
I had the opportunity to get a short report on Sun ’n Fun from
Chuck Wilson. Chuck and Jeff Hanson took their Extended
Range Fuel Tanks for RVs (reviewed in February 2003
Hangar Echoes) to the show for exhibit. Jeff flew is RV-4
down with a 4 and 1/2 hour leg followed by a short 1 hour leg
into Sun ’n Fun. Bob Avery was a big benefactor to them as
he displayed their tanks at his Avery Tools booth and got Vans
Aircraft to provide space for display. There was considerable
interest, especially by the RV-4 people. They now have a web
site of www.hotelwhiskey.com and sales are now rolling in.
I asked Chuck for what was the big new airplane or attention getter at this Sun ’n Fun. His reply was similar to
AVweb’s in that nothing jumped out as significant. What did
catch their attention was the Dynon
EFIS unit. Michael Stephan has
been covering this and all of the
other available EFIS units in recent
Hangar Echo articles. Dynon, after a
long development cycle, is now
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shipping this 3 1/8 standard hole EFIS unit. Chuck indicated
that they have sold about 200 units. The following picture
shows a newly installed Dynon unit in Bill Turner’s RV-8
which is at Jay Pratt’s RV Central. Needless to say, we are
witnessing the last days of the vacuum gyro as Blue
Mountain, Dynon, and now Grand Rapids Technologies start
delivering their EFIS systems. Martin Sutter is retrofitting
with a Dynon unit and Jeff Hanson is thinking about it. When
thinking of the new solid state gyros, TruTrak comes to mind.
Jim Younkin and his staff were at Sun ’n Fun demonstrating
their new AlTrak stand alone altitude hold unit. I have
ordered this unit for my RV-8 so I can become a true
“Spoiled” Sport Plane pilot!
Our local area picked up some recognition with the Best
Metal award going to Mark and Pete Rowe’s RV-8 from
Midlothian. This is a highly customized RV-8 that Don
Christiansen has been talking about at Eagles Nest. The
Outstanding Aircraft award went to Bill Eslick’s RV-6 from
Granbury. This RV-6 has a rotary with a tangential muffler
and sounds like a car.

April’s Newsletter Folding
By Michael Stephan
People say that we only build RVs. Well that is not true and
here is the proof. Last month the newsletter assembly crew
traveled out to the Steponaitis’ house to visit Ken’s Velocity
project. As the pictures
show, Ken has quite a bit of
work done on the fuselage
and the main wings. He is
now building the canard.
After seeing so many twoplace airplanes, it is quite
eye opening to see how
much bigger 4-person airplanes are. The canard has a
span that is nearly equivalent to one my RV-8 wing’s.
The Velocity is a large plane
and a large project, and Ken
is making good progress.
We look forward to seeing it fly. We appreciate Ken and his
family for letting us into their home to fold a few newsletters
and admire Ken’s project. They are very gracious hosts.

While at Sun ’n Fun it was announced that our friend Bruce
Bohannon set a few more records. Upon further review, his
record-setting flight of the Exxon “Flyin’ Tiger” last October
set seven world records--two more than it was initially credited for. The National Aeronautic Association awarded Bruce
a Bleriot Medal and recognized the flight as one of the most
memorable of the year. He is now aiming for 50,000 feet.
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“ANY TRAFFIC PLEASE ADVISE”
By Mel Asberry
How many times have you heard these words and wondered
“What the heck is this person thinking?” As if the few frequencies we have for our many airports are not congested
enough already, this person has now consumed a portion of
the airwaves unnecessarily.
First off, if you have listened to the frequency for a few
minutes, you probably already have been able to determine
how much traffic is in the area and the runway in use. Then a
simple call stating your position
and intentions is usually enough.
If there is traffic in the area that
may be a factor for your operations they will respond to your
transmission. And remember,
some airplanes don’t even have
radios. They are not required at
non-towered airports you know.
These people know to look out for you. But you must look out
for them as well.
And while we’re on the subject of traffic advisories; one
of the most common complaints from VFR and student pilots
is that of instrument pilots making reports based on intersections and other reporting points that aren’t recognized by
VFR pilots. The idea of making position reports is to let the
rest of the flying population know where you are and what
you are doing. The fact that you are 2.7 miles from Blankety
intersection on the GPS 31 approach means nothing to the
student pilot on his first solo. Use distance and direction from
the airport for your position reports. Save the “instrument
talk” for ATC.
I could go on for many more pages on the “Breaker 19”
type of frequency clutter that I hear every day, but basically
we need to just stop and think about what message we want
to convey and how we can do it in the most concise manner
and keep the airwaves free for others to respond. 10-4?
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P.S. While I was writing this I was made aware of a similar
article on AVweb Pilot’s Lounge #59. Mr. Rick Durden said
it much better than I can in this short article.

Cavenaugh Fly-in/Drive In
By Michael Stephan
Last month our Fly-In coincided with a visit of a rare B-24J
at the Cavenaugh Museum in Addison. Also on display was
a B-17. Both of these well-restored aircraft were from the
Collings Foundation. One trend I am noticing is that all these
rare and expensive aircraft are
owned by non-profit foundations. The B-24 had a long list of
contributors painted on the side.
Although it distracts from the
original beauty of the airplane, it
underscores how expensive it is
to restore and operate these flying pieces of history. It would be
much cheaper to put a nice shinny coat of paint on it and park
it in a building somewhere, but I am glad that they restore and
fly these airplanes, bringing the museum to us.
Several chapter members took the tour, and I enjoyed
talking with each of them as we looked at all the aviation
history. It is a very nice collection of airplanes, and knowing
that they are in flying condition,
makes me want to get in one and
take it for a ride. I especially took
a liking to the WWI fighters.
Seeing the movie The Blue Max
the night before may have influenced that some. If you haven’t seen the movie, go rent it. It
has some great flying scenes. The aerial photography was
ahead of its time.
After the tour, several of us went out for a bite to eat,
which was also quite enjoyable.
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For Sale Services, Parts and Other:
Directional Gyro Vacuum, perfect condition, hardly ever
needed resetting. Sacrifice at $ 225 or best offer.
Call Dave Davidson (972) 530-4067
Apollo 618 Loran w/tray & antenna $200; Collins VIR 351
nav unit (working well when removed) $400; noise cancelling headset, mike inop, $35.
Call Harry Gresham, 214 348 2772; cell 214 289 313;
Fax 214 348 6565; hgresh@juno.com

BD5 complete kit for sale. It is ser num: 1313, ready for
engine installation. Wings are jig drilled GAW2 airfoil
unassembled. Nose gear box is jig drilled ready to assemble.
All welded fittings purchased. Kit is complete except for
engine and drive train. All previous work done by A&P.
Asking $4000 OBO. Available in Ennis, Tx.
Email Dick Cook: bsjcook@peoplepc.com.

RV-8 Empennage kit: only 5% completed; tools also; taking
offers. Call Call John Rollow at 972/503-3611 or e-mail at
neck101@earthlink.net
Garmin 195 handheld GPS: like new, yoke mount, Ext Ant,
Soft Case, Battery Pack, $600
Call Richard Robbins (972) 226-6699
Engine Instruments: 3" United Instr. TSO’d Manifold
Pressure, $75; 3" Mitchell TSO’d Recording
Tachometer/Hourmeter w/cable, $60; 2-1/4" ALCOR Basic
EGT System with probe, $90. All guaranteed to work.
Call Howard Walrath (940) 321-5758 or email
H_D_Walrath.HVIL@prodigy.net
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New Web site Address: www.eaa168.org
We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format,
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.
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