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Oshkosh 2003 Report
By Marvin Brott 

The event that brings thousands of aviation lovers to
Oshkosh, Wisconsin is now history for the year 2003 with
this year marking the centennial anniversary of the Wright
Brothers’ historic first flight at Kitty Hawk. Despite persist-
ent rain storms a memorable week was enjoyed by looking at
some historical aircraft, a 5.2 mile flight line of show air-
planes, many interesting forums, and a trade show that
exceeded all expectations. The following are observations
and comments that I and a num-
ber of friends had towards
Oshkosh 2003.

Certainly the star of the show
was the sleek and beautiful
Hughes H-IB Racer replica. As
you know, James Wright, the
devoted and inspirational pilot
along with the H-1B was lost
while they were returning back to
Oregon. This was a sad ending
for Oshkosh 2003. Please keep the Wright family and friends
in your thoughts. This was a one-of-a-kind homebuilt posi-
tioned at the pinnacle of all aircraft that have ever attended

Oshkosh in 50 years. Wright and a team of the absolute best,
meticulously fashioned the replica from spruce, mahogany,
and aluminum to continue the quest begun by Howard
Hughes in 1935 to set speed records. It was an absolute work
of art. I was somewhat surprised by the media’s lack of atten-
tion and coverage of Wright’s achievement at the show. It
may have been all due to presentation since the H-1B was not
roped off, not on a platform and there was little or no hype
surrounding the area.

The clear theme for this year’s event was the Countdown
to Kitty Hawk and 100 years of powered flight. The large

20,000 square foot pavilion had
as its centerpiece the EAA repro-
duction of the Wright
Flyer.After the flight on
December 17th, the Flyer will be
donated to the Ford Motor
Company and the Henry Ford
Museum.

It is nice to celebrate and
remember the Wrights and the
airplane which started it all, but

they only represented the first step. We are equally indebted
to all the designers and pilots and their contributing efforts to
the gift of flying that we all enjoy today.   Continued on page 4
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Sept.2 Chapter Meeting
By Michael Stephan

Our Monthly Meeting
for September will be
held at the Farmers
Branch Library, located
on the northwest corner
of Webb Chapel and
Golfing Green Dr. The
meeting will be held in
the auditorium and will
begin at 6:30 p.m. and
finish by 9:00. 

The Speaker for
this month is our own
Dave Davidson. Dave
has a long and storied aviation career with many accomplish-
ments. His Marquart MA-5 Charger currently resides in the
Museum at the FlaBob airport in California, which is the
home of its designer, Ed Marquart. Dave has more stories
than I can list here, so you will have to come to the meeting
and hear them yourself. Hope to see you there. 

Sept. 6 Chapter Fly-In
By Michael Stephan

This month the Chapter is flying out to Cedar Mills located
on the shores of Lake Texoma. Its grass strip is a short walk
away from the restaurant in the marina, where we will meet
for breakfast around 9 a.m. Having been there a few times, I
can say the food is good and it is a fun place to fly in and out
of. I hope to see you there and hope for good weather.

Sept. 9th Board of Directors Meeting

The September BOD meeting will be held on September 9th
at the Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM. The min-
utes from the August BOD meeting (recorded by Monroe
McDonald) are as follows:

Directors in attendance: David Cheek, Don Christiansen,
Mack Cobb, Sam Cooper, Bruce Fuller, Monroe McDonald,
Jerry Mrazek, John Peyton, John Phillips, Jim Quinn, Clay
Romeiser, Michael Stephan, and Don Wilcox.

The board reviewed the chapter’s tool lending policy, as
recorded and revised by Monroe McDonald. It was approved,
subject to review by custodian Vern Williams. After review, it
will be published in the Hangar Echoes and roster.

The officer nominating committee, Monroe McDonald, Sam
Cooper and Michael Stephan, reported that willing candi-
dates had been found for most positions. Michael will con-
tinue as Treasurer, David Cheek agrees to take the demand-
ing VP position again, and Clay Romeiser will step in as
Secretary. The search for a President candidate is continuing.

Upcoming chapter event schedule:

• The Aug 26 HE fold-in will be at the home of Clay
Romeiser (RV9A project).

• The Sept 2 chapter meeting program will be Dave Davidson
memoirs of trips, records etc.

• The Sept 6 airport meeting will be breakfast at the Cedar
Mills airport on Lake Texhoma, starting at 0900.

• The Sep 30 HE fold-in will be at the home of Chris Pratt
(RV8 project).

• The Oct 7 program speaker will be Paul Thayer, former
LTV head & navy pilot.

• The Oct 11 airport meeting will be the annual chili cook-off
co-hosted with the McKinney chapter.

• The Oct 28 HE fold-in will be at the home of Robert
Cullinan.

• The Nov 11 program speaker will be US Repr. Sam
Johnson, former pilot.

• The Nov 15 airport meeting will be at Stephenville for
lunch.

• The Nov 25 HE fold-in will at the home of Pat Johnson.
• The Dec 2 chapter meeting will be the traditional Christmas

party.
• The Dec 6 airport meeting will be at Lancaster when Air

Salvage will presumably have their annual open-house
sale.

• The Dec 30HE fold-in will be at the home of Mel and Ann
Asberry.

• The Jan 27 HE fold-in will be at the home of Ralph Capen
(RV6 project).

Sept. 30 Newsletter Assembly 
By Michael Stephan

The October issue of Hangar Echoes will be assembled at the
home of Chris Pratt on September 30th starting at 7:00 PM.
The address is 6211 Liberty Hill in north Dallas (near Preston
and Beltline). For directions call Chris at 972-386-4319. 

Chris is building an RV-8, which is a fine choice in my
opinion. He is working on the finishing kit, and could be fly-
ing this year. We saw the project a few years ago, and I can’t
wait to see it again. Oh...and fold a few newsletters.
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The Luckiest People In the World

Like one of those cartoon characters pictured with a little
angel on one shoulder and a little devil on the other shoulder,
I debated with myself whether to share with you this month
my letter to POTUS concerning general aviation, or to talk
about flying.

Flying won out - but first I have to rant at least a little bit.
Last weekend I took my daughter to visit her grandmother in
New Hampshire. I only had four days available so we flew
commercially from Austin (where my daughter is a student)
to Boston. There we rented a car and drove north into New
Hampshire. The flight from Austin was uneventful, and
frankly not unpleasant. The Austin airport is brand-new and
beautiful and there were no crowds and security was not a
hassle. Returning through Boston was an entirely different
story. The airport is all torn up with construction; the termi-
nal was jam-packed; my tickets were for Continental so I was
not permitted to enter the American gate area to use the
American Admirals Club. We entered security for our flight
during a lull in the action, and the line was only about 30 min-
utes long. One of my friends calls us “sheeople.” We certain-
ly are. Businessmen in suits obediently took off their shoes;
elderly people in wheelchairs stood while their chairs were
inspected; infants were removed from strollers; strangers in
uniform pawed through dirty clothing of returning vacation-
ers, and so on. Meanwhile, on the tarmac, construction crews
and maintenance personnel, not wearing airline uniforms,
wandered freely about. (Back in Dallas a court employee told
me that her son is employed by the company doing work at
DFW, and that he reports that he moves freely about the air-
port and the ramp areas without having been searched or even
screened by security.) My daughter, who is a pretty laid-back
college kid, kept me from making loud rash statements to
security. If I’d said what was on my mind during that fiasco
in Boston, I'd probably still be in the TSA hoosegow.

In any event we got safely on the airplane and eventual-
ly took off. As soon as we got off the ground I relaxed and
forgot all about the pretension of security on the ground. I had
a window seat at the rear of the plane, so my view was com-
pletely unobstructed. The weather in the Northeast was pret-
ty unsettled that weekend. The clouds were incredible. For
two hours I was glued to my window. How the rest of the pas-
sengers could only read airline magazines and or play soli-
taire on their laptops is beyond me. As we left Boston under
a high overcast which blocked any direct sunlight, the lower
clouds were all shades of grays and blues. The colors could
have been Picasso’s, but the shapes he could not have imag-
ined. There were piles of cumulus below us, and some toward
the horizon were working to reach above us. Scattered

throughout as though floating
in the ether were little bits of
the cuÕs which had broken
loose and floated off. And
then, incredibly there were
random sheets of stratus,
some at our altitude, and they
were so thin that they present-
ed as only a knife edge - just
a thin black line cutting
through the blue-gray air.
Years ago Barbra Streisand
sang about the luckiest people
in the world. She must’ve been talking about fliers. Not just
pilots, but simply anyone who loves being airborne. Mind
you I’m not talking about passengers who happen to be in an
airplane instead of in a bus or train. I’m talking about the
folks who ask for a window seat and don’t lower the shade
when the movie starts. I’m talking about the people who
bring a roadmap and try to indentify landmarks on the
ground. I’m talking about people whose brains disconnect
from the ground when they are in flight.

On we flew toward Dallas. Now we were at flight level
310 and to the north and slightly higher than we, were the
tops of cumulus that had given up. They could not grow any
higher, and now they were softening and flattening out. The
sun lit them like a field of snow, and then another airliner
came into view going the opposite direction. It looked as
though he could have been skiing across the tops of the
clouds he was that close to them, but never touched them. As
he passed abeam us he was pulling a contrail and it was fas-
cinating to see it materialize. The contrail cloud kept perfect
pace with the airliner but could not catch it. Closer to Dallas
we skirted thunderstorms. The sun was below the horizon but
there was still enough light to show the edges and contours of
the clouds, and then suddenly an entire cloud would be lit
from within. Spectacular! First one, and then a few seconds
later another, and on and on until we had passed them by. And
then finally it was pitch black outside and we continued on
coasting through the night.

The wheels squeaked in Houston and my reverie ended.
What incredible imagination and forces there must be

to create the clouds. Think about it. What combinations of
wind and moisture it must take to juxtapose the sharp-
edged cumulus, billowing with turbulence, and the unper-
turbed flat stratus. Why is there the wonder of the clouds.
Why are thunderstorms so much more magnificent from
the air. Why do so few people look around themselves.
Truly fliers must be the luckiest people in the world - after
they pass through security!



As we focus on the entire 100 years of flight there should be
many celebrations and there is not a better commemorative
celebration than what happens at Oshkosh each year. The
ultimate in planes and people attend each year. For example,
the Hughes H-1B and legends like Chuck Yeager and Bob
Hoover highlighted 2003.

It is hard to imagine how large Oshkosh has grown in
depth and diversity of show planes, antiques, classics, home-
builts, and military planes. It is also hard to comprehend how
this has become the major trade show for hundreds of ven-
dors catering to every want and need. Announcements for
new products are now timed for Oshkosh. I see a trend for
companies to bring out products dedicated strictly for the
experimental aircraft market with no intention of going
through the certification process. The Tru Trak autopilot and
Blue Mountain EFIS products are good examples. This
makes sense since there are now over 3400 RVs flying and
the entire fleet of the Experimental class is growing faster
than the Certified class.

Standing back and looking at the trend for this year, it has
to be with new engines and advancements with the EFIS
products. While it was all about personal jets at Oshkosh
three years ago, 2003 seemed to be all about the piston
engine. The spotlight was on Bombardier’s new line of six-
cylinder power plants and a surprise appearance by a new
four-cylinder engine from Honda and Teledyne Continental.
This joint venture has long been rumored, but neither compa-
ny hinted that the 225 horsepower
engine would make its debut at
AirVenture 2003. It did, and everyone
was intrigued. At least two diesels are
serious contenders also. Now that both
Mattituck and Superior are in the busi-
ness of supplying new non-certified
Lycoming engines, the price for a 180
hp parallel valve engine has been com-
ing down. That is really a great new
product. Mattituck is now offering a

complete non-certified fuel injection system conversion kit
for the O-360. The price is $2995 (see www.precisionairmo-
tive.com).

The EFIS world has really come alive with the advent of
new displays and the so-called solid state gyros.Dynon indi-

cated that they
had sold over 400
units since Sun-
n-Fun. With
respect to engine
displays, Vision
M i c r o s y s t e m s
has new displays
of which one is

an upgrade for the VM 1000 (Bo Bauereis check this out for
the Glasair). More info at www.visionmicrosystems.com.

I was really caught off guard with a new unit called
Digifly.The Digifly fms 100 series is capable of displaying
moving map, primary flight instruments and complete engine
information. The displays offer a wide viewing angle as well
as good sunlight readability. Check them out on www.com-
positedesigninc.com.

Another very exciting capability which is evolving is real
time weather information in the cockpit. Several vendors are
advancing the state-of-the-art in weather displays, but all are
a little expensive for the four or five cross-country trips one
might make per year. After the GPS, this will really be the

next great capability for flight.
Of course the top new airplane intro-

duction was the 4 place RV-10. That
is, at least, the way I saw it. The 10
competes very favorably with the
other 4 place aircraft offerings. Terry
Cole from Lubbock was the first to
sign-up for a 10 at Oshkosh. Internet
information indicates that about 117
RV-10 orders were taken at Oshkosh.

On the opening day of the conven-
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tion, I went by the Mooney display, and as part of their cele-
bration of 50 years for the Mooney, they had a 1953 Mooney

Mite along with a
1953 Corvette on
display. I spent at
least 20 minutes
looking at that
Corvette, as it was
an incredible
restoration. It took
me back to my
very young days in

Junior High. The next day I took some friends back to show
them the Corvette and it was gone. It was nowhere in sight.
The word I received was that EAA told Mooney to get rid of
the Corvette. EAA was presumably told by Ford, an official
sponsor for the convention, to get rid of the Corvette. Not
once during the time that I was thinking about those days in
1953 did the thought come up that I should never ever buy a
Ford product. I know that things have gotten somewhat polit-
ical within EAA and money has driven a lot of it, but let’s not
allow Ford or sponsors to run our convention. What’s next, a
list of forbidden products for vendors? Needless to say, I
thought this was a shameful way to treat Mooney and all of
us as convention attendees.

There were other 50 year celebrations such as the large
contingency of Tailwinds. EAA Chapter 1 had a large display
of airplanes from The Thomas W. Wathen Foundation at
Flabob Airport in California. In fact, Dave Davidson’s
Marquart Charger was on display. A lot of things happened 50
years ago. Just think, about the following two men. One was
in Chicago and the other in Milwaukee; both were in their
respective basements cooking up big plans to help us men
with our fantasies. Obviously one was Paul Poberezny and
the other was Hugh Hefner.

Several days before Oshkosh, I got a call from Michael
Stephan indicating he had received a call from Brenda
Anderson because our chapter newsletter had been selected

as one of the top five finalists. He asked me to go to the
Theater-In-The-Woods to represent him in accepting the
award. Our chapter has a history of being selected as a top
newsletter as last year we were in the top 5 (# 3 for 2002), but
nothing near being number 1. At the awards ceremony they
start with runner up number 5 and worked down, therefore, I
did not want to hear my name. Bob Mackey went from 5
down to 2 and much to my shock he did not read my name.
Which meant our chapter with Michael Stephan as the
newsletter editor came in NUMBER ONE as the best newslet-
ter in all of EAA. That is just outstanding! Congratulations
Michael. The following were the final rankings:

• 1st Place -
Michael Stephan
EAA Chapter 168

• 2nd Place -
Pete Gavin
EAA Chapter 25;
Minneapolis, MN 

• 3rd Place - Susan
Ledbetter
EAA Chapter 242
Columbia, S.C. 

• 4th Place - Mary
Shortbridge EAA Chapter 377; Garden City, Kan. 

• 5th Place - Jay & Abbie Friddell EAA Chapter 790;
Barrington, Ill. 

Another award near to our
chapter was presented to
Pete and Dewie Quortrup as
the best Transport in the
Warbird Category. We fea-
tured their Beech C45J on
the cover of Hangar Echoes
in April 2003. It is truly an
award winning aircraft. 
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lifting surfaces. With a turbocharged 450-horsepower Mazda
rotary engine, he predicts a 5,000-fpm climb and 280-mph
maximum speed. First test flight is set for August (see
www.amvaircraft.com). Which year, I don’t know. This was
outrageous, but I still saw several companies that were put-
ting out very optimistic performance figures and predictions
for their aircraft such as the Comp Air jet, which was sup-
posed to fly last fall.

The pulse
jet mounted to a
L o n g - E Z
seemed a little
weird but prob-
ably needs to be
taken some-
what seriously.
This develop-
ment looked
like something
directly from
the TV program, Junkyard Wars. The Air Force Research Lab
at Wright Patterson Air Force Base put together a collection
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Our chapter was well represented with airplanes and mem-
bers at Oshkosh 2003. Michael Hoye had the Pober Pixie II
in the previous show plane winner’s area. While wandering
through an exhibit building, Scott Christensen tapped me on
the shoulder and said hello. At the Vans Aircraft banquet I
looked across the room and saw John Peyton, our vice presi-
dent. Maybe this will be the second judge in our chapter to
have an RV. I would mention other 168 members at Oshkosh,
but I am sure to forget
someone and I did not see
everyone.

The last stop on the
long and winding road to
the Smithsonian for the
Boeing 307 Stratoliner
was made at Oshkosh.
You may remember that
this one-of-a-kind airliner
was ditched in a Seattle
bay last year after it ran out of fuel. The plane has undergone
a second restoration and is now headed for Washington for
permanent display.

Once again I looked for the Most Outrageous New
Aircraft Design and my expectations were exceeded by leaps
and bounds. A California engineer says his craft will end our
quest for real freedom of flight. A six-foot fan under the belly
will provide lift for vertical takeoffs and then the aircraft will
transition to forward speeds using the fuselage and wing as
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of automotive engine parts, electronics, belts and pulleys
with the hope of forming a successful pulse jet. All the
parts are off-the-shelf. Their research is trying to
revolutionize aircraft propulsion, promising zero to Mach
4 on regular gas and with great fuel economy. It sure did
seem like a lot of drag with all those parts hanging under
the Long-EZ. Visit their pulsed detonation engine web
site at www.innssi.com.

As is typical, the Federal Aviation Administration
Administrator shows up at the fly-in and this year Marion
Blakey addressed a crowd early in the week. She signed

off her approval of the sport pilot/ light sport aircraft rule.
While there was a lot of press and forums on this new
rule, it still might be a year away as it moves up the
approval process. No one would really put a schedule on
this process.

Ken Krebaum and I had to leave before the Burt Rutan
forum on Sunday. A friend attended and gave me a report.
It was one of the best presentations he has ever seen with
the forum running over on his time and ending after about
2.5 hours. It was completely full with people standing all
around the sides of the pavilion. By the time he was done

everyone was standing up
and clapping. So what was
all the excitement about? It
is  about  the White

Knight/SpaceShipOne
combo and how it is the top
contender for the X-prize
competition. Since Oshkosh
2003, the first free flight of
SpaceShipOne has taken
place over the desert testing
area near Mojave, Calif. The
space ship was carried to its
release altitude of 47,000
feet via the White Knight

carrier craft, and then allowed to glide under a pilot's
control to a smooth landing. Next up will be a series of
powered flights to a landing. My friend was convinced
they will be successful.

Between 1925 and 1931, during the height of the so
called Golden Age of Aviation, seven National Air Tours
were conducted with 29 airplanes over various routes to
promote the safety and reliability of air travel. A National
Air Tour is coming back this September, and Fort Worth
is on the tour route. Sunday, September 14th is the big

http://www.innssi.com
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day for us, and I would suggest this event should not be
missed. This will give us a chance to see and hear the
sounds of more than 25 rare aircraft from the '20s and
'30s. Some will be the very aircraft which took part in
original tours. These photos are three of the aircraft that
will be on the tour. Follow this tour by going to
www.nationalairtour.org.

Another local event will be on November 22nd when the
CarterCopter will try to break the Mu-1 barrier at Texas
Motor Speedway in front of thousands of spectators. Jay
Carter Jr. (past member of 168) indicated that achieving
Mu-1 means the gyroplane will be able to achieve greater
forward speeds by slowing down its rotor and reducing its
aerodynamic drag. Mu refers to the ratio of the aircraft's
forward speed to the rotor's tip speed, which varies at a
wider margin between the advancing and retreating blades
as the vehicle's forward airspeed increases.

On Thursday RV-8 N4546Y showed up and on the side
of the fuselage was the seal of the United States Senate.
This recently complete RV belongs to Oklahoma Senator
Jim Inhofe. Several years ago he bought an RV-8 and
loved it so much that he commissioned a Tulsa friend to
build another one just to his likes. He uses this RV to tour
Oklahoma in support of his Senate Seat. He mentioned
that when he joined the Senate there were 11 pilots, but
now it is down to just him. Wow, the only pilot in the
Senate and he flies a homebuilt.

Finally, the weather threatened rain through most of the
week, but it did not put a dent in the excitement of
Oshkosh for me. We all got to see the Hughes H-1B and
Countdown to Kitty Hawk pavilion. We all got to see all
the new product announcements with respect to aircraft,
engines or electronics. As you have guessed, Oshkosh is
addictive for me. No matter hard I try, it's impossible to
experience it all. Every year after getting back from
Oshkosh I check the internet, and realize that due to the
size of the convention I still missed a lot. 2003 was

certainly a special milestone year for
Oshkosh because of the 100 year
anniversary. For all the greatness of
this fly-in, there are two issues that
concern me. First, because the fly-in
draws a lot of people, some of the
exhibits tend to have nothing to do
with aviation, i.e. cars, and even
some of the featured airplanes tend
to only have general public appeal,
i.e. DC-10. The second issue is the
growing cost of going to Oshkosh.
You sort of have the feeling that you
are being gouged. For example, the
university dorm rooms have to be
payed in full before June 15th and if

you can not make the fly-in for any reason, you lose your
full deposit, which could represent hundreds of dollars.

But, I still love this fly-in, and plans are being made for
next year. For additional information on Oshkosh, check
the AVweb site.

http://www.nationalairtour.org
http://www.avweb.com


Upcoming Events

• Sep 11-14 Reno Air Races Reno-Stead Airport Reno,
Nevada FFI: 775/972-6663

• Sep 13 8th Annual Fall Fly-In & Airshow Sulphur Springs,
Texas NOTE: Airport will be closed from Noon until 2:00
p.m. for the airshow. FFI: www.eaa1094.org

• Sept. 19 - 21 - Abilene, TX Big Country Airfest. Abilene
Regional. Fly bys Saturday morning by a T-6 team, PT-19,
T-34s, B-25, B-1 bomber, C-130, T-38, and a demonstra-
tion of the amazing capablities of the C-17. Static displays
of the C-130 will also be available to tour.. Saturday night
we will have a live band and cook steaks at the airport. We
have fuel discounts (40%), and hotel discounts, down to
$40, and free transportation to the hotel. Contact: Gray
Bridwell 915-537-2496, gtbrid@nts-online.net 

• Sept 19-21 47th Annual Tulsa Regioal Fly-In. Frank
Phillips Field, Bartlesville OK. www.tulsaflyin.com

• Sep 19-21 100 Years of Powered Flight with the 2003
Parade of Planes, Fly-in & Golf Tournament Dallas
Executive Airport (Redbird) Dallas, Texas 9/19 ‹ Golf
Tournament Tee-Off Oak Cliff Country Club, 7:30 a.m.
AGENDA: Vintage military, commercial & private aircraft
FFI: Inez Clark, 214/942-7372 or Nat Clark, 254/562-2878,
natandinezclark@prodigy.net 

• Sep 20 Hilltop Lakes 6th Annual Fly-In Hilltop Lakes,
Texas TIME: 8:00 a.m. ‹ 1:00 p.m. 

• Sep 27-28 Fina-CAF AIRSHOW 2003 Midland, Texas
SITE: CAF Hdqtrs, 9600 Wright Drive, Midland, Texas.
AGENDA: CAFs WWII Airpower Demo, Tora! Tora! ,
Canadian Force’s Snowbirds, plus over 80 warbirds on dis-
play. ADMISSION CHARGE. For Further Info: Tina
Corbett 915/563-1000 ext 2231 www.airshow.org 

• Sep 27 Granbury, TX. Fly-in Breakfast. Granbury
Municipal (F55), Contact: John Holt 817/570-8533 

• Oct 4 EAA Chapter 983 Annual Fall Fly-In Pecan
Plantation Airpark Granbury, Texas TIME: All Day AGEN-
DA: Food, Flying & Little Kids activities FFI: Dave,
817/279-9899

News and Notes:
By Michael Stephan

Van’s RV-10 to Attend Big Country Airfest 
If you are itching to get a close look at the new RV-10 from
Van’s Aircraft, it will be at the Big Country Airfest in Abilene
the weekend of September 19th -21st. I’m not sure if demo
rides will be given, but if they are don’t forget your wallet,
because there is a fee to help defray the fuel cost of that IO-
540. Don’t forget your checkbook as well for the post ride
purchase. 

The Big Country Fly-In fills the place SWRFI left.
Chapter 471 has made a herculean effort to build this event
and since it is the first year, needs support from the local fly-
ers. So if you can fit this into you schedule, it would be well
worth the time and effort to fly or even make the pleasant
drive out to Abilene. Don’t forget that the steak sandwich din-
ner, now on Saturday night, will be the highlight as it has
been in the past. More information can be found in the listing
of upcoming events in this newsletter. 

Granbury Chapter’s Multiple AirVenture Cup Winners
Not far from the
metroplex is a high
concentration of
very fast airplanes.
This years winners
included

• Formula RG Class:
1st: Dick Keyt,
Polen Special ,
2nd:Larry Henney,
Lancair 360 

• Formula FX Class - Blue: 1st: Don Saint, Glasair IIFT
• Formula RV - Blue: 3rd: John Bunn, RV-8 

Congratulations! If you would like to see these airplanes and
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ask the owners why they are so fast (don’t expect to have any
guarded secrets revealed), then attend their upcoming Fall
Fly-In Oct.4 at Pecan Plantation. 

National Air Tour Visits
Ft. Worth
The National Air Tour will
be visiting Meacham Field
on Sunday September 14th.
As mentioned by Marvin,
the tour will be retracing

the route of previous air tours. These are some fantastic
restorations. The schedule shows that on the 14th they will
travel from Wichita, Kansas to Tulsa, OK and then to Ft.
Worth. This will be a special event. How often does a muse-
um fly to you?

Young Homebuilder
By Marvin Brott

Last month we started a new seg-
ment in Hangar Echoes which
includes a picture to guess who
the young airplane enthusiast
might be. Last month’s young
homebuilder is none other than
our Tech. Counselor & Flight
Advisor Mel Asberry. The picture was taken at L&H Hobby
Shop flying field in Balch Springs, Texas in 1953. Mel was
10 years old and this was his second powered & controllable
kitplane. I can’t remember the name of the design, but it was
an upgrade from the old “Ringmaster.” A few of you old “u-
control” guys may remember

For this month, who
could be climbing into a
brand new Cessna 170?

Please send Michael
Stephan or Marvin Brott
your picture. We will
scan it and sent it back
immediately. Please send
in those pictures of our
young airplane days.

Daimler-Benz V-12 Warbird Engines 
By Monroe McDonald

Many of the WWII German aircraft, including the Bf-109
and various other Messerschmitt and Heinkel fighters and
bombers were powered by variants of the DB600-series
inverted V-12 engine. It was their equivalent of the RR

Merlin, but it had some novel (to us) features and advantages
over that engine.

My other expensive hobby (besides eating) is old
Mercedes cars (made by Daimler-Benz), and by being a
member of the MB Club I get their excellent STAR maga-
zine, comparable to Sport Aviation. In a recent issue they ran
an article written by Stephan Wilkinson on these Daimler-
Benz aircraft engines which I found very interesting. I feel so
strongly that this would be of interest to many EAAers that I
arranged with the magazine and the author to reprint it for our
members, with appropriate credits, of course.

The article runs to eleven pages of history, technical
information, and two dozen pictures of the engines and the
aircraft and race cars that used them. This is too much to
include in this newsletter, but it is available for viewing and
download on the Chapter 168 website
(www.eaa168.org/engines/benzengines.pdf) in an Adobe .pdf
file. The file’s size is over 5 MB, so some patience will be
required downloading it. But it will be worth it.

This file will only reside on the website for a month.
After that time you can request it from Michael Stephan
(mstephan@shr.net).
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P.O. Box 8641
70 Majors Rd.

Greenville, Texas 75404
www.alphaaviationsupply.com

Russ & Terry Chambers
903-455-3113

Alpha Aviation Supply Co.
Homebuilding and Sport Aviation Supplies

http://www.eaa168.org/engines/benzengines.pdf
http://www.nationalairtour.org


For Sale Services, Parts and Other: 
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Directional Gyro Vacuum, perfect condition, hardly ever
needed resetting. Sacrifice at $ 225 or best offer. 
Call Dave Davidson (972) 530-4067 

Apollo 618 Loran w/tray & antenna $200; Collins VIR 351
nav unit (working well when removed) $400; noise can-
celling headset, mike inop, $35. 
Call Harry Gresham, 214 348 2772; cell 214 289 313; 
Fax 214 348 6565; hgresh@juno.com 

RV-8 Empennage kit: only 5% completed; tools also; taking
offers. Call Call John Rollow at 972/503-3611 or e-mail at
neck101@earthlink.net 

Garmin 195 handheld GPS: like new, yoke mount, Ext Ant,
Soft Case, Battery Pack, $600 
Call Richard Robbins (972) 226-6699 

BD5 complete kit for sale. It is ser num: 1313, ready for
engine installation. Wings are jig drilled GAW2 airfoil
unassembled. Nose gear box is jig drilled ready to assemble.
All welded fittings purchased. Kit is complete except for
engine and drive train. All previous work done by A&P.
Asking $4000 OBO. Available in Ennis, TX. 
Email Dick Cook: bsjcook@peoplepc.com.
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secretary@eaa168.org 214-352-1564
Treasurer Michael Stephan
treasurer@eaa168.org 972-857-3327
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Tom Davies 972-247-1409
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Marvin Brott 214-726-9117
pmbrott@sbcglobal.net
Michael Stephan 972-857-3327
mstephan@shr.net
Sam Cooper 972-424-6930
samcooper@ev1.net
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Jerry Mrazek metro 817-265-0834
mrazek@flash.net
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Michael Stephan 972-857-3327
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EAA CHAPTER 168 OFFICERS

Web site Address: www.eaa168.org
We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, and/or
media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience accounts.
Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk.  Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to anyone.     Any
event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this includes Oshkosh).
Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing.  Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.



DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM

New Member ❏
Renewal ❏
Info Change ❏

Membership dues for EAA Dallas
Chapter 168 are $20.00 for one year.
Name tags are available for $7.00.

Make checks payable to:
EAA Dallas Chapter 168

Mail Application to:
EAA Dallas Chapter 168
P.O. Box 168
Addison, TX 75001-0168

National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
P.O. Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086

National EAA membership:
(800) JOIN EAA (564-6322)
Phone (920) 426-4800
Fax (920) 426-6761

Name
Copilot (spouse, friend, other)

Address 1 (or business name)

Address 2
City State Zip Mapsco
Phone homework
e-mail address
EAA # (168 membership requires National EAA membership)

Pilot/A&P Ratings
EAA office (past or present) or additional notes

I am interested in helping with: Fly-ins ❏ Programs ❏
Newsletter ❏ Young Eagles ❏ Young Eagles ❏ Officer Position ❏

Plane or project (% complete) or interests
(Example) Thunder Mustang 25 %
(Example) RV-6 flying %

%
%

Experimental Aircraft Association
Dallas Chapter 168
P.O. Box 168
Addison, TX 75001-0168




