Meeting Change!
The November
meeting will be
Tuesday, Nov. 11.

Land Of Enchantment RV Fly-In
By Marvin Brott
The annual Land Of Enchantment (LOE) RV Fly-In at Las
Cruces, New Mexico on October 17-19 was a stunning success as the weather could not have been better. Most of the
country was under the influence of a big high pressure system
that kept the flying conditions just great. This fly-in was
organized by Red Marron with the assistance of Doug Reeves
(Vans AirForce web site) and the hands-on efforts from
Adventure Aviation in Las Cruces.
Dave and Joyce Dalski took their newly painted RV-8A
to Las Cruces, which gave me the opportunity to get a picture
for the Hangar Echoes. They just got
their RV out of Francis Poplawski’s
paint shop in time for this fly-in. As
always, Francis did another super job
of coloring this airplane. The other big
news is that Dave has ordered a tail kit
for the RV-10 and it should be delivered by the time you read this. If he
completes the ten at the same rate he
built the eight, his will be the first ten
in the Dallas area.
The Dalski RV was just one of 190
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RVs to show up for LOE3. There were probably over 200, but
some didn’t register and it’s sort of like counting sheep with
all the coming and going. There were over 350 people at the
Saturday night banquet. Van and his wife Diane arrived in the
RV-10 Friday afternoon along with the RV-7A. It was nice
that she could make the fly-in and maybe the spaciousness of
the RV-10 contributed to her attendance.
Mel Asberry and I were at the right place and time to be
picked up by Red in his golf cart and whisked off for a private tour of Frank Borman’s hangar. Frank was out of town
so his maintenance person gave the tour. The hangar now has
his P51H and all of his memorabilia from the space flight
days. It turns out that Van and several other factory people
were also taking the tour. This was the
second time during the weekend that
Mel and I got an amazing opportunity
to spend some time with Van asking
questions about Van’s Aircraft and
many other topics.
Several interesting things happen at
the Saturday night banquet. Van decided it would be fun to make a stylish
entrance to the hangar banquet, so he
taxied the RV-10 up to the front door.
Continued on page 5
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Nov 11th Chapter meeting
By Michael Stephan
The November Monthly Meeting will be held
on the second Tuesday,
as it usually is in
November due to elections on the first
Tuesday. It will still be
at the Farmers Branch
Library, located on the
northwest corner of
Webb Chapel and
Golfing Green Dr. The
meeting will be held in
the auditorium and will
begin at 6:30 p.m. and finish by 9:00.
The program speaker was to be Congressman Sam
Johnson, but since Congress will still be in session, we will
reschedule the Congressman. So, stepping in will be Marvin
Brott with his pictures of Airventure 2003. We will view the
pictues and let the discussion take its course. This will be
very fun and casual. So be sure and attend.
In December we will have the Christmas party, So this
will be the last program of the year.

Upcoming chapter event schedule:
• The Oct 28 HE fold-in will be at the home of Robt.
Cullinan
• The Nov 11 program speaker will be US Repr. Sam
Johnson, former pilot.
• The Nov 15 airport meeting will be at Stephenville for
lunch.
• The Nov 25 HE fold-in will be hosted by Pat Johnson.
• The Dec 2 chapter meeting will be the traditional
Christmas party
• The Dec airport meeting will be at Lancaster on 12/13
when Air Salvage will have their annual open-house sale
• The Dec 30 HE fold-in will be at the home of Ann & Mel
Asberry
• The Jan 10 airport meeting will be at the Redbird airport
(RBD) restaurant
• The Jan 27 HE fold-in will be at the home of Ralph
Capen (RV6 project)
• Because our newsletter has won the top awards and is no
longer eligible for any with Michael Stephan as editor,
and Marvin Brott and Michael are co-editors, Marvin
will be the editor of record for 2004.
• The board is still attempting to find a way to defray the
cost of using the new FOF museum at Love Field as a
headquarters location.

Nov 25th Newsletter Assembly
By Michael Stephan

Nov. 15th Fly-In
By Michael Stephan
This month’s fly-in will be to Stephenville, TX (Clarkfield
Municipal - SEP) . We will meet at 11 am for a BBQ lunch at
the Hard Eight restaraunt. There is a golf cart which is avaible
to take to the restaraunt, and the walk is 5-10 minutes. If you
have trouble getting to the Hard Eight, their phone number is
254-968-5552. Be prepared for some of the best BBQ in
Texas.

Nov 18th Board of Directors Meeting

The December issue of Hangar Echoes will be assembled at
Ben and Pat Johnson’s Fight School on the Mesquite Muni
Airport on November 25th starting at 7:00 PM. The School is
in a temporary building next the the FBO. For directions call
Ben or Pat at 214-321-6590.
In a nearby hangar Ben is building the wings for Pat’s
RV-7. So, we can get a look at those. And, Pat is one of the
best hosts in the Chapter. The food is always good and Pat’s
cheerfulness makes everything a more enjoyable. This will be
a fun folding. So plan to attend.

The November BOD meeting will be held on November 18th
at the Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM. The minutes from the October BOD meeting (recorded by Monroe
McDonald) are as follows:
Directors in attendance: David Cheek, Don Christiansen,
Sam Cooper, Bruce Fuller, Monroe McDonald, Jerry Mrazek,
John Peyton, John Phillips, Jim Quinn, Clay Romeiser, and
Michael Stephan.
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A Message from the President
By John Phillips
We Learn the Hard Way.
Tragedy visited awfully close to home earlier this month.
A Texas couple, which I did not know, died violently and suddenly in their airplane.
What I’d like to do is to separate the personalities from
the facts so we can look objectively at some of the facts and
not feel that we’re personally criticizing or judging any of the
participants. Following is the NTSB preliminary report,
which I downloaded verbatim from the internet:
“NTSB Identification: FTW04LA00414 CFR Part 91:
General AviationAccident occurred Monday, October 06,
2003 in Van, TXAircraft: Vans RV-8, registration:
N27JWInjuries: 2 Fatal.
This is preliminary information, subject to change, and
may contain errors. Any errors in this report will be corrected when the final report has been completed.
On October 6, 2003, at 1250 central daylight time, a
Vans RV-8 single-engine experimental homebuilt airplane,
N27JW, owned and operated by a private individual, was
destroyed when it impacted terrain following a loss of control
in flight near Van, Texas. The private pilot and sole passenger sustained fatal injuries. Instrument metrological conditions prevailed, and no flight plan was filed for the 14 Code
of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal flight. The crosscountry flight originated from the Gilmer Municipal Airport
(4F4), near Gilmer, Texas, approximately 1240, and was destined for the Georgetown Municipal Airport (GTU), near
Georgetown, Texas. During a telephone interview, the lead
pilot of the formation flight reported to the NTSB investigator-in-charge, that the airplane was one of four airplanes that
departed 4F4 as a formation flight. After departing the airport, the four airplanes joined up in a close formation. The
airplane that was involved in the accident was in the number
two slot, 45-degrees behind his left wing, the number three
slot was 45-degrees behind his right wing, and the number
four slot was directly right of number three’s right wing. Just
after departure from 4F4, the lead pilot obtained weather
information from the Tyler Pounds Regional Airport (TYR),
near Tyler, Texas, and the East Texas Regional Airport
(GGG), near Longview, Texas. The lead pilot recalled TYR
reporting sky conditions overcast at 2,400 feet msl and GGG
reporting sky conditions 1,800 feet msl overcast. The lead
pilot further reported that after departing the airport to the
southwest, during cruise flight, the formation encountered an
unexpected deck of clouds at approximately 800-1,000 feet
agl. The lead pilot elected to climb above the layer to 3,300
feet msl and noticed a “white haze” above them. During the
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flight, he recalled the in-flight
visibility was approximately
4-5 miles and started to deteriorate, and executed a turn
back to the northeast. After a
brief consultation with one of
the other pilots in the formation, he executed a turn back
to the southwest and initiated
a climb at a rate of 300-400
feet per minute through the
haze. The lead pilot stated
that during the climb, the airplane encountered a “sudden heavy rain and limited visibility.” Subsequently, a passenger in his airplane reported losing
visual contact with the rest of the formation. Airplane number
two transmitted that he lost visual of the lead pilot’s aircraft,
followed by airplane number four transmitting he lost visual
as well. The flight lead informed them to “go lost wingman”
and execute the lost sight procedures previously discussed
prior to departure. Airplane number four descended below
1,000 feet and was able to continue the flight to GTU and
land without incident. Airplanes one and three diverted to
Terrell Municipal Airport, near Terrell, Texas and landed
without incident. No further visual or radio communications
were transmitted or received with airplane number two. The
lead pilot stated that the sight procedures were for airplane
two to turn left 30 degrees, and hold the heading for one
minute and resume the original course; airplane four, the
same procedure, but with a right turn. An FAA inspector, who
responded to the accident site, reported several witnesses
saw the airplane flying overhead with the “wings fluttering”
and then suddenly “nose diving” into the ground. Witnesses
also reported hearing the airplane’s engine “cutting in an
out.” One witness reported the weather at the time of the
accident to be very low clouds, poor visibility, and a heavy
rain shower that started approximately 10 minutes after the
time of the accident. Examination of the wreckage by the FAA
inspector revealed the wreckage debris field was contained
within an approximate 280-foot circumference to the main
wreckage. The engine was separated from the airframe and
embedded in the soft terrain. All flight control surfaces were
located the debris field. At 1253, the TYR automated surface
observation system, located 18 miles southeast of the accident site, reported the wind from 230 degrees at 4 knots, visibility 1 1⁄2 statue miles, rain, mist, sky broken at 1,000 feet
agl, overcast at 1,700 feet agl, temperature 19 degrees
Celsius, dew point 18 degrees Celsius, and an altimeter setting of 30.04 inches of mercury. Rain began 33 minutes past
the hour, and a variable cloud ceiling 700 feet agl to 1,100
Continued next page
feet agl.”
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Here’s what the lineup would have looked like based on
lead’s description. #2 was the fatality.

First things to note - “Instrument metrological conditions prevailed, and no flight plan was filed”. I will also add that I
have heard (but don’t know for fact) that the aircraft, which
was destroyed, did not have gyros. I also have no idea of the
ratings of any of the pilots.
Next, the flight home was on Monday, after the
Saturday/Sunday Gilmer fly-in. I think there’s a high likelihood that “gethomeitis” was involved.
Next, there were four aircraft involved and traveling in
“close formation” in less than ideal weather conditions. I
understand that this group flew frequently in formation at airshows, and many of us have probably seen their flyovers. To
my eye the formations were relatively static - flying over the
field in a fixed formation - not the dynamic maneuvering
we’re used to seeing from military jets. That leads me to conclude that the group was not skilled beyond the basics of
straight and level formation flying. This is not to say that the
individual pilots did not have tremendous skills - and they
were very good at straight and level formation - only to say
that they probably did not have the skills to be flying formation in IMC.
Next, the “unexpected deck” was approximately 800' to
1,000' AGL, and the flight climbed to get above it. That indicates to me that the flight was already scraping along at
1,000' or less within minutes after takeoff.
I flew a lot of formation 30+ years ago, and I flew formation in the weather. I won’t claim to have been an ace, but
I was pretty good at what I did back then. We were T-37
instructors and we flew every day. Our training was tops, our
reflexes were at their peak, we were 25 years old and “bulletproof” - and we had ejection seats and parachutes. We
never flew 4-ships in the weather. 2-ships were work enough.

From first hand experience I will tell you that after flying a
couple instrument approaches to missed approaches as wingman in the weather our flightsuits would be wringing wet. It
was exhilarating, but it took every ounce of energy and concentration and mental discipline we could muster. Maintaining
control and hand-flying instruments (no autopilots allowed) in
IMC is hard work. Flying on the wing in the soup is immeasurably harder. The loss of equilibrium is total. Wingman cannot take eyes off lead and cannot even try to reorient himself
by glancing to his gyros. If wingman “falls off” in the weather he has to have the discipline to instantly transition to the
gyros, and the mental ability to shut out every nerve sensation
except his eyesight of the gyros, and the physical hand-eye
control and coordination to fly the gyros.
Several months ago we had Danny Dugan as a speaker. If
you recall his brief demonstration with the Barient Chair
you’ll remember that it took literally only seconds for disorientation to occur - and that with only yaw and pitch variations. Throw in roll and acceleration/deceleration and a big
dose of fear, and you can imagine how quickly #2 was completely out of control.
What happened to #2 was tragic, but it was avoidable. We
can talk about lead’s responsibility for the flight. We can talk
about formation training. We can talk about proper flight
planning and pre-flight briefings, and on and on. But, the bottom line is that each pilot is personally and individually
responsible for himself (and crew and passengers).
If you want to see what another plane looks like in the
soup, look at:
http://www.b2osh.org/Album_TX_Fog_Formation/
thumbnail_TX_fog.htm and then note the WARNING:
Note: This is hazardous; all pilots and aircraft were IFR
qualified and current. The flight was conducted under IFR
rules Part 191.167-199.Emergency/contingency procedures
were extensively reviewed. We do not recommend this as a
goal or to be copied.
Enough preaching - you know where I stand on safety.
Know your own limits. They’re your limits - don’t let pride
or macho or “gethomeitis” or anything else bust your limits.
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Land Of Enchantment RV Fly-In

Continued from page 1

Next, the trip to LOE is worth it from anywhere, just to hear
Red. He defines dynamic, and is always fun to listen to and
super hospitable. A charity raffle was held with two of our
chapter members picking up some hardware. Dave Dalski
was picked for a Lightspeed headset (value $399) and Ann
Asberry was picked for a brand new Sensennich metal prop
(value $1,870). The judging for the different categories was
announced. Red announced the best RV-8 as being N707TX.
Mel had to jar me
to my senses that
707TX belonged
to me. Wow, was
I surprised and
happy about this
realization
as
there were a
number of really
nice eights at
LOE3.
This fly-in was initially started by Red and Larry
Vetterman with the first 4 or 5 fly-ins being held in
Burlington, Colorado. John Stewart from Burlington carried
the load of putting on the get together. These were terrific flyins as John and Burlington really rolled out the red carpet.
But, it got to be too much for John and the weather was a little unpredictable.
That is when Red picked up the heavy load and moved it
to Las Cruces. From the very start these fly-ins have been different. There are no air shows, no organized activities, no airport closures or people telling you what not to do. This definitely adds to the relaxed feeling of this fly-in. It seems like
the predominate activity is to see old friends, walk around,
visit, and meet new people. We were all excited to see Darrel
and Wally Watson from Colorado where they are now building a new airport home. I spent some time talking to Ben and
Pat Johnson. Did you know they are now working on a RV-7
project? Don Christiansen flew out with Doug Reeves and
other Fort Worth RV people. I spent about an hour talking
with Ken Nordman and Alex DeDominicis. If you ever need
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TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

BOONE, BOONE, & PHILLIPS, L.L.P.
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RV flight training, contact Alex. He also represents TruTrak.
Friday and Saturday evening we got together with Dick and
Barb Flunker. They went on to Tucson after the fly-in to tour
the Pima County Air Museum. Just as John and Rena Snyder
along with myself were landing at Las Cruces, Jess Hanson
and Chuck Wilson in their RV-4s were landing. They flew
non-stop with their extended range fuel tanks. We had a large
contingency of RVs from Dallas. May the weather next year
be as great as this year.

Upcoming Events
Local
• Saturday, Nov 8 Dallas, TX. Challenge Air for Kids and
Friends - http://www.challengeair.org, Dallas Love Field
Airport (DAL). Challenge Air for Kids and Friends, a
not-for-profit organization, provides motivational, inspriational and life-changing experiences to physically challenge children and youth through aviation. Contact:
Byron
Laszlo
214/351-3353,
Ext.12,
blaszlo@airmail.net
• Nov 8 75th Anniversary Fly-In (F23) Ranger, Texas
CELEBRATION: Anniversary of Dedication Day,
November 1928 ‹ historic airport: two wide grass strips,
elevation 1470. AGENDA: Antiques & Classics! FOOD:
EAA chapter will serve beans & cornbread around noon.
Everyone welcome!!! FFI: Jared Calvert 254/647-1855,
icalvert3@acaemicplanet.com Airport phone: 254/6473302
• Nov 8 The 5th Annual Texas Aviation Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony & Gala Lone Star Flight Museum
Galveston, Texas TIME: 6:30 p.m. FFI: 409/740-7722 or
www.lsfm.org
• Nov 15 Conroe, TX. EAA 302 Fall Flyin http://www.eaa302.org, Montgomery County (CXO).
Come out and see what we have built. Static displays.
Several raffles. Pancakes for breakfast and hamburgers
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for lunch. Contact: Butch Carr 936/756-0127,
BcarrAviator@aol.com
• Nov 15 Fort Worth, TX. AYA
South Central Grumman Fly-In http://www.aya.org/southcentral,
Hicks Airfield (T67). Join us for
a great home/hangar cookout at
the Reddicks’ and a short tour the
special WWII museum of one of
the residents. Meet at the Rio
Concho restaurant ramp parking
area. Contact: Mike Reddick
817-439-0234,
mrreddick@peoplepc.com
• Dec 13, Air Salvage of Dallas
Fly-In and Sale. Lancaster TX.
8am - 5pm. Everything on sale
10-50% off. 1361 Ferris Rd,
Lancaster TX. 972-227-1111.
For more info www.asod.com.
National
• Dec 13-17 The First Flight
Centennial Celebration Kill
Devil Hills, NORTH CAROLINA RE: Wright Brothers
Centennial Celebrations FFI:
www.firstflightcentennial.org or
www.firstflightnc.com
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Canards Descend on Rough River
By Scott Christensen
Every fall a gathering of canard
enthusiasts flock to Kentucky for the
annual Central States Association
“Rough River Canard Fly-In.”
MMThis year the fly in was
September 26th to the 28th, and a
record setting 68 canards made the
trip. There was representation from
nearly all canard types; Varieze,
LongEZ, Cozy III, Cozy IV, Velocity,
Berkut, and Defiant.
MMThe fly in is held at a Kentucky
state park with a conveniently located airport (2I3) within walking distance to the lodge, cabins, lake, golf
course, tennis courts, etc. This scenic
location is the Falls of Rough,
Kentucky, about 50 nm SW of
Louisville.
MMI made the trip along with four
other canard aircraft from the DFW
area. It’s about 4 EZ hours over
there. We camped next to our aircraft, although many attendees
stayed in either the lodge’s hotel
rooms or the multi-room cabins.
MMThe weather this year was pretty
good; no trouble getting there and
back VFR. However, a severe rainstorm drenched us Friday
night in our tents. The winds were so strong that another
camper and I were reinforcing our blown down tents at
11pm. Luckily the rain didn’t fall until 1am!
Saturday the sun returned and provided an opportunity to
dry out the camp gear and get to the business of checking out
the other 67 canards on the field.

Volume 34, Issue 11, Page 6

News and Notes
By Michael Stephan
Marvin Brott wins Best RV-8 at LOE Fly-in
Marvin Brott was surprised once again when his airplane
won best RV-8 at the recent Land Of Enchantment Fly-In in
New Mexico last month. When his N number was announced
he thought it sounded familiar. Mel Asberry nudged him and
said, “Hey, that’s you Marvin.” If you have seen his airplane,
you would know why it won. It is a study in craftsmanship.
Good work and Congratulations again Marvin!
Air Salvage Annual Sale
December 13, Lancaster TX. Air Salvage of Dallas will be having their annual Fly-In and Sale on Saturday, December 13th
from 8am to 5pm. Everything is on sale 10% to 50% off. The
Chapter fly-in for December has moved from its regular date to
coincide with this sale. We have gone to the sale for several
years now and it is very interesting and fun to meet other members out there. There are some pretty good deals there to be had
as well. We will meet in the Lancaster airport restaurant for
lunch. This is another fun event, so plan to attend.
Bluegrass Music for the Christmas Party
The Board of Directors asked Jerry Mrazek if he and his
friends would play for the Christmas party, as they had done

in the past, and they agreed. We plan on giving them a full
hour to play. These players are really good players, and we
are very excited to have them back to play again. This is just
part of a Christmas party that is always a highlight of the
year. More information about the Christmas party will be
given in next month’s issue.

Chili Cook-Off Results
By Michael Stephan & Sam
Cooper
The fourth annual Chili
Cook-Off held at the
McKinney Municipal airport
last October was again a
very delicious event. After a
foggy start the weather
turned out to be a beautiful
fall day. There were quite a few that flew in, and as with most
fly-ins, people gathered around the airplanes to get a closer
look.
We had about 14 different pots of chili, and they were all
very good. This year I made sure I tasted them all, and some
of them I tasted twice and three times. They were all good,
and several were really good. On behalf of all us tasters, we
say a big “thank you” to all who prepared the yummy chili.
Our three-judge panel, which included our own Don
Christiansen, tasted and judged the entries. Attendees also
tasted and voted for the “People’s Choice” award. After
about an hour or more of eating, the results were announced.
Here are the results:
• 1st Place: Janne Ackerman
• 2nd Place: Mark Brown, Mad Dash chili
• 3rd Place: Frank Phipps, Phoenix Phyre chili
• Honorable Mention: Kerry Stanford, R-2800 chili;
Barbara Flunker, Got Milk? chili; and Ray Kiddo
• People’s Choice: Janne Ackermann
This event would not happen without the efforts of several
chapter members and the help of Chapter 1246 members,
who setup the hangar that we held the event in. Ann Asberry
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organized the event, but
was unable to attend;
probably
cruising
somewhere in the
Pacific. Her duties were
picked up by Sam
Cooper, who made sure
things ran smoothly
during
the
event.
Barbara Flunker, John Phillips and Michael Stephan chipped
in gathering supplies. Barbara Flunker also ran the sign-in
table. Larry Spears registered the chili cooks. Calvin Coffey
handled the judges. Sue Cowan and Tracey Haley harvested

the chili samples for judging. Our three judges (Don
Christiansen, Gary Kirby, and Tom Jones) tasted all of the
chilis. Desserts were also brought by several volunteers.
The event would not have been possible without several
event sponsors. Wingspoint Aviation (Mike Livsey) and
Chapter 1246 members arranged for the hangar. Wingspoint
Aviation (Robbie Clark)
donated 50 gallons of aviation gasoline for our 1st
and 2nd place prizes. And
Chili’s in Richardson on
Spring Valley provided
$20 in gift certificates and
7 kids meal certificates.
This has to be one
of our most fun events. We
look forward to doing it
again next year.

inner-city girls who
venture outside the
classroom to experience new things.
Sharon Holly does a
great job leading and
organizing
this
group. I wish we had
more groups of this
caliber. We flew
about 20 kids that
day and would have
had more if the
event had not been
pushed back one week due to bad weather. As a special treat
we were allowed, a few at a time, to go up and tour the control tower. We old eagles enjoyed it as much as the young
eagles did.
Pilots, Richard Robbins and Clair Button, represented
our chapter, but we got great help, as we often do, from
Martin Mary from Mid/Way and Don Vasquez from the
Denton Chapter. These pilots are great with the kids and by
the look on their faces they all had a good time. Also, Clay
Romeiser and Robert Cullinan dropped in to help. Thanks
to everyone for helping. I expect to see this group again
next year.
Special thanks
go to Jim and
Jane Quinn for
setting up and
organizing such
great
Young
Eagle events. It
is a difficult and
sometimes frustrating job, but
the rewards are
well worth the
effort.

So Smaart Young Eagles
By Michael Stephan
Last month at Redbird, I mean Dallas Executive, our enthusiastic Young Eagle pilots flew the So Smaart group of girls.
This is a fun group that we have flown the past three years. If
you are not familiar with this group, they are high achieving

November, 2003

Volume 34, Issue 11, Page 8

Aero Country Sightings
By Marvin Brott
Aero Country still gets a few low fly-bys and on October 18th
the granddaddy of all came by. It was the B-24 Diamond Lil.
For about two weeks a Russian Amphibian has been staying at Aero Country. It came in from New Jersey for the
Cedar Mills fly in on the weekend of October 18th. This is a
6-place twin-engine (TCM IO-360s) amphibious airplane
recently designed and built by Beriev and designated the BE
103. It was just certified by the FAA and is now available for
$650K. The design is interesting in that part of the wing is in
the water and serves as hydroplane stability. The workmanship and paint is standard Russian.

Young Homebuilder
By Marvin Brott
For the last several months we have had a segment in Hangar
Echoes, which includes a picture to guess who the young air-

plane enthusiast might be. Last month’s young homebuilder
was a little hard to determine in that he was only 2 or 3 when
the picture was taken. But, there were other clues based on
location and time. You guessed it. Of course it was Gene
Spaulding setting in the back seat of that Jenny at Love Field.

Alpha Aviation Supply Co.

Homebuilding and Sport Aviation Supplies

Russ & Terry Chambers
903-455-3113

P.O. Box 8641
70 Majors Rd.
Greenville, Texas 75404
www.alphaaviationsupply.com
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It is a 1920 JN-1 at Love Field with the picture taken sometime in 1927. The streetcar ran out to Lemmon Avenue, or
about five blocks from the airport. A narrow dirt road went
the rest of the way. Gene credits his grandmother with starting his interest in airplanes.
We do not have a new picture for this month so please
send Michael Stephan or Marvin Brott your picture. We will
scan it and sent it back immediately. These pictures do not
have to be of your really young days such as the one above.

Chris Pratt’s
RV-8
By Michael
Stephan
Last month the
award winning
newsletter folding crew visited
Chris Pratt and
his airplane factory in North Dallas to fold a few newsletters, eat some more
munchies, talk more airplane, and to check out his RV-8,
which is only a finish kit away from flying. Chris has been
working on the kit for several years now and he is close to
experiencing the fruits of his labor. Unlike myself, who couldn’t wait to put those finish kit pieces on, Chris has done all the
detail work on the inside, fuel lines, electrical wiring and
instrument panel work, etc., before putting on the canopy,
cowl and the other things that for me are now in the way. The
workmanship is good and I can’t wait to see this plane fly.
While jobless for a little while, Chris made good progress, but
now re-employed things are going to be a little slower.
These RVs sure are going together fast. We look at Robert
Cullinan’s RV-9A in October, and then see Pat Johnson’s RV7 in November. If you have a project you want to show off,
think about hosting a newsletter folding. These events are
some of the highlights of the monthly activities.
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What’s in a Name
By Marvin Brott
Several months ago Mel Asberry asked all of us to write
down for Hangar Echoes some of the things that bug us.
Well, here is mine. Last week a good friend sent me a message about the RV-8 that went down in East Texas and how
the media referred to it as a “home made” airplane. Of
course we refer to the airplanes we fly as “homebuilts.” But
what do you think the general public’s thoughts are when
they hear these names? Probably that the material came from
Home Depot and the engine was appropriated from a lawn
mower. It is hard to think of Bo Bauereis’s 260 mph Glasair
III as being home made or built. Give me a break. Next we
all have that big sign on the side of our airplanes yelling out
EXPERIMENTAL. I know we are licensed in the experimental category, but what do you think the media concludes
from this word. They probably think there is some big experiment going on within this airplane. What is the big experiment when it comes to an RV, or most kits? Give me a break.
Finally we all have a Passenger Warning sign in our airplanes. It reads, “This aircraft is amateur built and does not
comply with the Federal Safety Regulations for Standard
Aircraft.” Wow, built by an “amateur” who might be clueless
with respect to what he/she is doing and added to that, safety
seems to be in question. Let the media chew on that warning
sign for a while.
Maybe these terms made some sense 25 years ago, but
for the vast majority of the airplanes we fly now we need
some new names. We are not helping ourselves with the general public when words like “home built”, “experimental”,
“amateur”, and “does not comply with safety standards” are
used. Let’s consider some new terms. Any suggestions? I
would think both EAA and the FAA would like to present a
better image of the airplanes we fly.
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For Sale Services, Parts and Other:
Two David Clark headsets. One used about 100 hours @
$150. One used about 400 hours @ $100. Both work perfectly. George Kilishek 972-250-2906/aeronut58@hotmail.com.
Airpark East Home (1F7). Home and private 1600 sq.ft. hangar
for sale. Moving to ABQ. Please contact PRUDENTIAL TEXAS
PROPERTIES (972) 698-9700 and ask for Jolene Bailey.
MLS ID#: 9750593 on www.realtor.com for more details.
Airborne Vacuum Pump Model 241CC - 0 hours since
complete rebuild with new parts. This vacuum pump is a
heavy duty unit designed for aircraft with a vacuum driven
auto pilot. If you want a vacuum pump with some extra muscle that will fit and run from a standard vacuum pump drive
pad this one will do the job. Original cost of rebuilt pump$460.00, will sell for $275.00. Call Haden Cowdrey, home
214-528-4587, cell 214-478-6297.

Email Dick Cook : bsjcook@peoplepc.com.
Apollo 618 Loran w/tray & antenna $200; Collins VIR 351
nav unit (working well when removed) $400; noise cancelling headset, mike inop, $35.
Call Harry Gresham, 214 348 2772; cell 214 289 313;
Fax 214 348 6565; hgresh@juno.com
RV-8 Empennage kit: only 5% completed; tools also; taking
offers. Call Call John Rollow at 972/503-3611 or e-mail at
neck101@earthlink.net
Garmin 195 handheld GPS: like new, yoke mount, Ext Ant,
Soft Case, Battery Pack, $600
Call Richard Robbins (972) 226-6699

BD5 complete kit for sale. It is ser num: 1313, ready for
engine installation. Wings are jig drilled GAW2 airfoil
unassembled. Nose gear box is jig drilled ready to assemble.
All welded fittings purchased. Kit is complete except for
engine and drive train. All previous work done by A&P.
Asking $4000 OBO. Available in Ennis, Tx.
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We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, and/or
media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience accounts.
Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to anyone. Any
event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this includes Oshkosh).
Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.
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