and tail components. The tow truck was running behind
schedule, and we had time to make sure everything was
ready for the trip. We also took another good look at the
details of the project as well as reviewing the work that
would have to be done in the hangar.

Moving Day for N628CR
By Michael Stephan

On Saturday December 20th, Clay Romeiser’s RV-9A
left the comfy confines of his
IMPORTANT NOTICE!!
shop and made the trek to
Lancaster airport for final
assembly. Aiding the move was
January’s Chapter meeting
Robert Cullinan and myself.
has moved to
Robert has experience moving
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 7th.
aircraft, but Clay and I were
doing it for the first time. It was
It will still be in the Farmers
good that Robert was there to
Branch Library.
keep reassuring me that nothing
bad was going to happen.

About 10 o’clock, the truck arrived,
and after backing down the alley and
getting out to take a look, the driver
commented that he had never hauled an
airplane before. Didn’t make me feel any
easier.
Continued on page 4

Spread the word!

Clay had hired an automotive
tow truck, the kind with the tilting bed, to give the
airplane a piggy-back ride to Lancaster. Since none of us
were sure how this was going to work, we were going to
be very cautious. So, the wings and tail were going to be
carried to the airport in a separate vehicle later in the day.
When I arrived at Clay’s he had the airplane ready to
exit the garage. It wasn’t long after I arrived, when we
pulled the airplane out into sunshine and the cool morning
air. Robert drove up soon after that with blankets and
other padding, which would be used to move the wings
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WEDNESDAY Jan 7th
Chapter Meeting
Due to some
scheduling confusion,
the Chapter Meeting
has moved to
WEDNESDAY
January 7th. It will
be held at the Farmers
Branch Library,
located on the
northwest corner of
Webb Chapel and
Golfing Green Dr.
The meeting will be
held in the auditorium
and will begin at 6:30
p.m. and finish
by10:00.
Due to the change in date, we need help to make sure
everyone gets the word. So if you know someone who
attends the meetings and might not get the date change
notification, be sure and give them a call and make sure.
I would hate to see anyone show up on Tuesday and be
disappointed.
February's meeting will be moved to the second
Tuesday in February. In March we recover and go back
to our regular schedule.
The Speaker for the January meeting is the Addison
Airport tower chief. He will speak about the changes
occuring at Addison as well as other tower controller
issues. If you wish to ask an air traffic controller a
question, here is your chance. Alvin has spoken before
and he delivers a good presentation.

Jan 13th Board of Directors Meeting
The January BOD meeting will be held on Jan 13th at the
Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM. The minutes
from the December BOD meeting (recorded by Monroe
McDonald) are as follows:
Directors in attendance: David Cheek, Don Christiansen,
Sam Cooper, Bruce Fuller, Monroe McDonald, John Peyton,
John Phillips, Clay Romeiser, and Michael Stephan.

Upcoming chapter event schedule:

• The Jan chapter meeting program is planned to be a
speaker from the Addison control tower, although this is
not confirmed at meeting time.
• The Jan 10 airport meeting will be at the Redbird airport
(RBD) restaurant
• The Jan 27 HE fold-in will be at the home of Ralph Capen
(RV6 project)
• The Feb 10 chapter meeting program feature airshow
performer Jan Collmer as the speaker
• For the Feb 14 airport meeting, a museum or similar visit is
being investigated
• The Feb 24 HE fold-in will be at the Garland home of Ron
Bonette, who has an RV-7A project
• The Mar 2 chapter meeting is planned to be a presentation
by Jim Younkin
• For the beginning of the new year, the list of new officers
and annual insurance renewal is due to EAA National;
current and future president John Phillips will submit
these.
• The election of board of directors comes up early next
year, and new director candidates should be selected now.
• Technical Counselors must be renewed also; to be chaptersponsored, they must be current active members of the
chapter.

Concerns expressed by board directors:

• Chapter membership is falling; several methods to make
the chapter more attractive were discussed.
• Coordination of events with other chapters in the
Metroplex area will be pursued by various methods.

-Michael Stephan

Jan 27 Newsletter Assembly
Jan 10th Chapter Fly-In
This Month's Fly-In takes us to Dallas Executive
Airport (formerly known as Redbird airport). We will
meet for lunch at the Restaurant on the field at around
11:30.
We do not have anything planned to visit or tour, so
the airplanes that fly in will be the focus. So if the
weather cooperates, plan to fly your airplane in and let
some of us non-flyers take a look. Several of us hangar
there or live nearby, so rain or shine, we will be there for
lunch and some fellowship. We will see you there.
- Michael Stephan
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The February issue of Hangar Echoes will be assembled
at the home of Ralph and Alane Capen on January 27th
starting at 7:00 PM. The Capen's live at 1110 Hilton Dr.
in Richardson. If you need directions you can reach them
at 972-669-0010.
Ralph is building an RV-6, and the last time we were
there, over a year ago, he had quite a bit completed. He
is working now on all those little details and systems. If
you would like to see another RV under construction,
and who wouldn't, come on out and fold a few
newsletters with us and enjoy some good conversation.
-Michael Stephan •
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A Message from the President
John Phillips
Wow, newsletter time again. Before I tear off on another story, I need to apologize TWICE - first, I missed you last month - second, I boogered up [so what other printable
expression would be more appropriate] the first Tuesday meeting calendar for January
and February. I didn't get our reservation request to the library early enough and they
gave our room away. Soooo... the January general meeting will be on Wednesday,
January 7, and February general meeting will be on Tuesday, February 10. Please
double-check your calendars to be sure those dates are marked, and phone a friend to let
him/her know of the change.
Awright! Now we can move on. It's hard to believe that a year has passed since the
first column I wrote. I never understood my father when he used to talk about time flying
by. I most certainly do now.
I've been flying "echo poppa" [N809EP] for a year and a half already, and the engine
has logged just over 200 hours in that time. [I know, I know - I need to be flying more]. It sure doesn't seem that long ago
since I started my second childhood. Some would call it my midlife crisis - but I think second childhood is a far better
description. It's been fun and it's been a great learning experience. That's what childhood is about. You've probably seen
some of those "self-help" type books with titles such as "Everything I Need To Know In Life I Learned In Nursery
School". Well, it applies just as well to my second childhood.
For example, I've re-learned that having toys is a big responsibility. I haven't kept an official log, but I'd guess that for
every flying hour I spend 2 or 3 ground hours taking care of "echo poppa". Pre-flight inspections, post-flight clean-ups,
oil and filter changes, airing the tires, the annual "conditional" inspection, and extraordinary maintenance which recently
included replacing the flap motor take a lot of time. I've re-learned that "haste makes waste". I'm embarrassed to admit
that more than once I've tried to go too fast - maybe it was reattaching wheel pants or maybe it was trying to hold too
many screws at one time between my teeth so they'd be handier when I was putting some interior panel back in. You
know what happens - "forgot" the safety wire - start again, do not pass go, do not collect $200 - or "oops" there goes the
last screw down the hole - unscrew everything, fish out the lost screw and start again. I've relearned from physics class
that liquids seek the lowest level [also known as "stuff" flows downhill] - every time I pull the oil filter - no matter how
carefully I arrange the funnels under it - some of that black stuff gets loose [I'm convinced, contrary to everything in the
physics books, that it actually flows uphill till it escapes over the top of the funnel] and finds its way down into the nooks
and crannies and when I've gotten everything wiped down and shiny it oozes out and shows itself. I've relearned [actually
been learning this one over and over again all my life] "there's no free lunch" - especially if it comes from Aircraft
Spruce! For a short while, as my children got older, and closer to being through with their schooling, I thought I was
getting closer to the time when I could put my wallet away, but I think I've just traded tuition payments for avgas and
parts payments. And, I've relearned that there is great satisfaction in completing a job well done - it means I can put the
tools away and go flying. Ah, it's great to be a kid again!
Well, it's a beautiful Christmas Eve morning as I finish
this. My desk is piled with things to do - but they'll be
there when I get back - so I think I'll go look for the fat
man in the sleigh and see if he wants to fly a little
formation.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS ONE AND ALL

January 2004

Volume 35. Issue 1 Page 3

With the trucks bed out and tilted down, We moved the
airplane into position behind the rear of the truck and
attached the chain to the front gear. With ease the
airplane climbed up the ramp and a few moments later
the bed was raised and pulled up to the rear of the truck.
The tie-down straps were carefully attached to the
bottom of the gear legs and The RV-9A was ready for its
ride down highway to the Lancaster airport.

simple way to load and unload the plane. I was surprised
how easy it was.
After breathing a big sigh of relief, we pushed
N628CR into its new home at Lancaster. The hangar is
not as nice as Clay’s garage, but you can’t use Lovers
Lane as a runway. I would suspect in the coming months
you will read Clay’s first flight report.

It is a very uncomfortable feeling when the project,
which has been safe and secure in the shop where it has
been worked on everyday for a few years, moves out
into the sunlight and starts bouncing down the road in
the open air on the back of a truck. I’m not sure how
Clay felt, but I was quite anxious. And I was very
relieved when I saw that truck pull onto the Lancaster
airport hangar area.
It only took a few minutes to have the plane untethered, the bed tilted again, and the airplane carefully
rolling off. Using this type of tow truck was a very
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Since things went without a hitch, and the weather was
nice, Robert offered to take me for a ride in his Areonca
Champ, which was in a hangar around the corner from
Clay’s. Have I ever mentioned what a nice plane his
Champ is? Anyhow, we went on a short ride around the
area. Robert let me fly the plane for a little while and it
was quite an experience. It was the first airplane I have
ever flown with that much adverse yaw. I was schooled
in the use of the rudder to keep coordinated turns. Robert
made a few landings and I watched as the stick and
rudders danced after touching down and slowing up.
Great ride.
After getting things put away, we stopped for some
lunch at the restaurant on the field. After lunch, Robert
and Clay went to get the wings and the tail. I went
looking for other members I knew were nearby. I walked
down to Don Christiansen’s hangar to take some RV-8
notes. Then afterwards ran into Ken Nordman who was
putting his RV-6A back together. Then happened to run
into David Carter. Knowing that he had made some
changes to his Christavia, I decided to drop in and take a
look at it.

The Christavia Upgrade
By Michael Stephan

As mentioned earlier, I had some time to visit with
David Carter as he was finishing putting the engine back
on his Christavia Mark IV. I new he had upgraded his
engine when I saw him at the Air Salvage sale the week
before. He showed me the engine on the test stand and
planned on putting it on his airplane the next chance he
had.

Overall, it was a very educational day for me, and an
enjoyable one at that. I was going to stay home that day
and work on my airplane, and for once, I’m glad I didn’t.

David decided he needed more power up front, and
with the help of Lucky, the proprietor of Air Salvage of
Dallas, rebuilt an O-320 with higher compression
pistons. He also painted the engine to match the color of
his airplane. It is a beautiful rebuild project, and David,
who has automotive engine experience, now has
Lycoming experience. He was having a problem getting
the horsepower out of his previous engine, so he had his
prop re-pitched to deliver higher rpms and get that extra
power. Now that he has more power, he plans to repitch the prop back. He is also planning to change his
exhaust to a Vetterman crossover exhaust, which he
believes will make the O-320 breath better and add a few
more horses.
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David also told me of another nice feature. The Filter
has a pressure sensor mounted behind the screen. If the
screen becomes clogged, oil will bypass the screen and
the oil pressure put on the screen will trip the sensor and
light an idiot light on the instrument panel and let the
pilot know that the filter is in bypass mode. The sensor
will light if particles on the element cause differential
pressure to rise past 8-8.5 PSI.

While he was making changes, he decided to change
the oil filtering method as well. His engine sits very
near the firewall, like many engines do, and makes
mounting the oil filter on the back of the engine
impossible. So, he needed to remote mount the filter on
the firewall. I know, there is nothing unique about that,
but David found a filter made by aircraft parts company
which is a square flat filter. It consists of a back plate
and a front plate that attaches to the firewall with four
bolts. It has two input ports and two output ports, so
there is some flexibility on the routing of the hoses to
and from the engine. The filter consists of an absolute
25 micron screen that does the filtering. To service the
filter, David loosens the bolts to let the oil drain out.
Then he can take off the front plate and remove the
screen. After examining the screen for any metal bits
that the engine might be making, he cleans the screen
replaces the element and bolts it back together. No
punching holes in the engine mounted oil filter, and no
cutting apart the filter looking for metal bits. The
manufacturer says the screen should be cleaned every 50
hours and can be used until it becomes damaged, which
for some customers was over 1,000 hours.
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David’s oil filter is a PMA’ed part, so it is an aviation
quality piece of equipment. After seeing it, I was
impressed with the simplicity and the quality. It is an
expensive system, but when compared to the price of
replacing throw away filters every 25-50 hours. This
system compares quite favorably. More information can
be found on the company’s web site at
www.aviationdevelopment.com.
These are just a few of the modification David has
made to the Christavia. He has also increased the fuel
tanks capacity.
He
has
promised me
that when all
is finished he
will
detail
them for us in
a future issue
of
the
newsletter. I
look forward
to that. David
is one that has
embraced the
homebuilding
spirit, and I
like that.
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New Products and Comments
By Marvin Brott

These are exciting times for
experimental aviation! New
state of the art electronics just
keep coming. Several months
ago Hangar Echoes had a
report by Mel Asberry on the
new Dynon solid state EFIS. I
have mentioned how my
AlTrak from Tru Trak is
holding altitude to within 1020 feet. At the December
meeting Don Christensen was
telling me about his new Tru
Trak auto pilot control head,
which drives his existing
Navaid
analog
servo.
Basically he pulled out the
Navaid head and replaced it
with a Tru Trak. Don is
working with Alex De
Dominicis,
the
local
representative for Tru Trak, in
testing out the performance of
this new autopilot.
This
should be a hot item as
Navaids have been installed
for the past ten years. Needless to say, Don is really
impressed with the performance of the Tru Trak. It is
sort of hard for me to believe this affordable yet
sophisticated capability is available for our airplanes.
In addition to being a rep for Tru Trak, Alex De
Dominicis is one of the few people you can get specific
RV training from. He has have been a Van’s insurancepreferred RV flight trainer since 2001. You do the
training in his RV 6. It is not his full-time job. Alex is
an Air Traffic Controller at the Fort Worth Center. If
you need flight training or a BFR, give Alex a call.

Much to my surprise there is a new kid on the block
when it comes to autopilots. They are Trio Avionics.
They have introduced an autopilot for Navaid pilots who

want to join the 21st century, in much the same as Tru
Trak is doing. Sam Buchanan installed an EZ-Pilot into
his RV-6 and has indicated he is holding a course to
within 0.01
mile. It is
hard
to
compare the
EZ Pilot to
the products
of Tru Trak
from just the
information
on
the
internet. It
is solid state
and has one
feature that
Tru Trak
does
not
have and that is a one button push for 180 degree turn.
How would you like for your fuel injected Lycoming
to run considerable smoother and use less fuel? Well a
couple of meetings ago I was talking to Howard Walrath
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about the Gamijectors he installed in his RV-6A’s
Lycoming IO 360. Howard had flown with these
injectors for years in a Super Viking and knew it seemed
to use less fuel at cruise than Vikings with 300 HP
Continentals. Howard installed a digital Fuel-Flow
gauge and ran a lean test with the existing Lycoming
injectors and was amazed at how wide the gallon per
hour spread was between the first cylinder to peak and
the last one to peak. It was approximately 2+ gallons per
hour, and the first to peak was so starved for fuel, when
the last cylinder was finally near peak, that he was not
sure it was actually at peak. This exercise really got him
thinking about looking into the Gamijectors. Last July
he visited GAMI's booth at AirVenture and their
president indicated that they could send him an injector
set for the IO-360A that would narrow the spread just
from their knowledge of the typical Lycoming. Howard
took them up on their offer and has been happy with the
results. He is now working with GAMI to still narrow
the spread even more between the first to peak and last
to peak. There is a great story here and I am not sure
there has been much information on Gamijectors for
Lycomings. Howard is putting together an article for
this newsletter on the details of installing these injectors
in his Lycoming.

Several weeks ago I went over to Jay Pratt’s House of
RVs and saw a new prop specifically designed for the
RV. The final 2003 issue of the RVator had an excellent
article on prop comparisons. Randy Lervold has a
section on his web site on Whirlwind props. The
following was taken from these two sources.

The prop I saw at Jay’s was the new 200RV Whirl
Wind's 2-blade prop (see picture). The new 200RV uses
a McCauley 215 hub which is smaller and lighter than
past Whirl Wind hubs. Note the very small chord at the
tip as compared to both a Hartzell and WW's previous
designs. The price has been established at $7,500 with
their usual fully completed spinner. The table below
compares just two variables of the most popular constant
speed props in use:
Hartzell standard

58 lbs

205.4 mph

Hartzell blended airfoil

58

208.9

MT 3 blade

46

200.7

Whirlwind 3 blade

29

203

Whirlwind 200RV

41

208

We now have more options and tradeoffs when
selecting a prop. Considerations are vibration, noise,
weight, construction material, cost and performance.
It is interesting to reflect on the 100th anniversary and
celebration of powered flight. The news media and the
cable channels had a fair amount of coverage.
Unfortunately the title line for USA Today’s cover story
was “Re-enactment of Wright Flight Falls Short” with a
picture of the Flyer in the mud. I must give Ken Hyde
and all the people associated the Wright Experience a
big “well done” as the task of trying for a re-enactment
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of the Wright’s flight was beyond comprehension. The
weather conditions were such that if Wilbur and Orville
had been there December 17, 1903, they wouldn't have
flown that day. They needed somewhere around 25 mph
and they had less than 10. Congratulations to all

Last month in the Wright Article, I mentioned that the
romance has gone out of aviation. I was a little
dismayed how many folks had no appreciation for the
100th Anniversary or aviation in general. To them, it
might as well have been National John Deer Tractor day
or something. But, considering the impact of aviation on
our economy, our transportation, our defense, our
mobility, and our recreation. It has apparently lost much
of its mystique and appeal to this generation. I ask
again. What can we do to help motivate the next
generation so they will someday celebrate the 200th
anniversary?

associated with the Wright Experience.
Several days before the 17th Ann Asberry sent to me
the following information on how Chapter 277 was
putting on a fund raiser by offering a very neat pin, patch
and decal set to commemorate the event. You can order
them for $14.95 for the set or $5 each, from EAA
Chapter 277, P.O. Box 373, Carterville, Il 62918. Mel
and Ann got their patches, etc. last week and they look
very good. This chapter was suggesting getting up in the
air on the 17th to celebrate the 100th anniversary. This is
exactly what I did. At precisely 9:25 a.m., I lined up on
runway 17 at Aero Country and took off. Quite a few
people did this as ATC lit-up with announcements of
100th anniversary flights. Doug Reeves, Danny King,
Alex De Dominicis and Martin Sutter did a four-ship
flyover of the regional FAA headquarters building (all
planned and with permission). Doug indicated that it
was all he could imagine: an honor, a milestone, a dream
fulfilled. Alex said there would be around 400 people
watching. The RV group in Austin put on a 25 ship
flyover near down town Austin to celebrate the
anniversary.
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Upcoming National Events
Apr 13-19 Sun 'n Fun Fly-In Lakeland, FLORIDA FFI:
Sun 'n Fun Fly-In, Inc. 863/644-243. www.sun-nfun.org
May 14-15 EAA Southwest Regional Fly-In New
Braunfels Municipal Airport New Braunfels, Texas FFI:
www.swrfi.org
Jul 27- Aug 2 Experimental Aircraft Assn. Inc. 52nd
Air Venture, Oshkosh '04 Oshkosh, WISCONSIN SITE:
Wittman Regional Airport, Oshkosh, Wisconsin FFI:
Dick
Knapinski,
EAA
920/426-6523.
www.airventure.org
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2003 Chapter 168 Christmas Party
By Michael Stephan

appreciated the fine
music. Thanks go to
Jerry for bringing
his friends to the
party and sharing
them with us.
The Christmas
party is a special
meeting, because
many bring their
spouses and we get
to mingle with them
as well, and believe
me it is not all
aviation at this
event. Thanks to all
who showed up and
made this fun and
special. We hope to do it again next year.

This year, as is always the case, the December Chapter
meeting was the annual Christmas party. And, as usual,
we had a great time. The food was a pot luck variety of
the best kind. Many people brought their favorite dishes
and we all enjoyed them. Thank You! to all who
prepared such great food.
After dinner, we had the annual white elephant gift
exchange. This year we tried to keep a strict schedule,
and Ann Asberry did a great job keeping the gift
exchange moving and on time. Thanks Ann for that
terrific job. Everyone who participated took home a
really nice gift. This is something the many look forward
to participating in, and was fun again this year.
After the gifts where gone, we were treated to live
music from Jerry Mrazek and his friends. These guys
love to pick bluegrass music and you can tell they do it
often, because they are quite good. In previous years
they were limited to a short program, but this year the
schedule allowed them to play for a full hour. And quite
an enjoyable hour it was. The whole crowd really
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For Sale Services, Parts and Other:
Parting out Glasair, instrument panel and fire wall forward minus engine. Lots of parts to comlete Glasair.
Call Tim Thompson 972 347 2025
Aluminum Sheet, 20 pieces available, .025" X 48" X 144",
7075 T6 alloy, 17.28 lbs per sheet, $75.00/sheet
Contact Don Drake, 214-352-1028 home, 214-693-7368
cell, donjo4@swbell.net
Vacuum gauge, 1", new in original packaging. Cost $80,
sell $50.
George Kilishek 972-250-2906/aeronut58@hotmail.com.
Airborne Vacuum Pump Model 241CC - 0 hours since complete rebuild with new parts. This vacuum pump is a heavy
duty unit designed for aircraft with a vacuum driven auto
pilot. If you want a vacuum pump with some extra muscle that
will fit and run from a standard vacuum pump drive pad this
one will do the job. Original cost of rebuilt pump- $460.00,
will sell for $275.00.
Call Haden Cowdrey, home 214-528-4587, cell 214-478-6297.

Apollo 618 Loran w/tray & antenna $200; Collins VIR 351
nav unit (working well when removed) $400; noise cancelling headset, mike inop, $35.
Call Harry Gresham, 214 348 2772; cell 214 289 313;
Fax 214 348 6565; hgresh@juno.com
RV-8 Empennage kit: only 5% completed; tools also; taking offers.
Call Call John Rollow at 972/503-3611 or e-mail at
neck101@earthlink.net
Garmin 195 handheld GPS: like new, yoke mount, Ext
Ant, Soft Case, Battery Pack, $450
Call Richard Robbins (972) 226-6699
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John Phillips
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214-352-1564
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Michael Stephan
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972-857-3327
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Sam Cooper
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Membership
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Web site Address: www.eaa168.org
We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, and/or
media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience accounts.
Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to anyone. Any
event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this includes Oshkosh).
Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.
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Experimental Aircraft Association
Dallas Chapter 168
P.O. Box 168
Addison, TX 75001-0168

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM

❏
❏
❏

Name
Copilot (spouse, friend, other)
Address 1 (or business name)
Address 2
Membership dues for EAA Dallas
City
State
Zip
Chapter 168 are $20.00 for one year.
Phone homework
Name tags are available for $7.00.
e-mail address
Make checks payable to:
EAA # (168 membership requires National EAA membership)
EAA Dallas Chapter 168
Pilot/A&P Ratings
EAA office (past or present) or additional notes
Mail Application to:
New Member
Renewal
Info Change

Mapsco

EAA Dallas Chapter 168
P.O. Box 168
Addison, TX 75001-0168
National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
P.O. Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086
National EAA membership:
(800) JOIN EAA (564-6322)
Phone (920) 426-4800
Fax (920) 426-6761

I am interested in helping with:
Fly-ins ❏ Programs ❏
Newsletter ❏ Young Eagles ❏ Young Eagles ❏ Officer Position
Plane or project (% complete) or interests
(Example) Thunder Mustang
(Example) RV-6

25
flying

%
%
%
%

❏

