HANGAR ECHOES

Two’s Company but Three’s more Sexy

MEETING
CHANGE
The February Meeting
is moved to TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 10th

I Hate Fiberglass.

By Mel Asberry

By Ken Krebaum

I’ve been looking for a better prop for quite some time. The
wide speed range of an RV makes fixed pitch prop selection
difficult at best. I would love to have a constant-speed prop,
but my engine doesn’t support hydraulics. That leaves only
the MT electric as an option. Sorry, but I’m not willing to put
$9000 into a prop. Recently my search led me to Craig Catto
in California. For those who don’t know, Craig builds many
of the fixed pitch props that run and hold records at Reno.
Even though Catto props are noted for top speed, Craig told
me that he could build me a prop that would improve my
take-off and climb without hurting cruise performance; but
we would probably have to go to a 3-blade. DARN; that’s
one of those SEXY looking props. Well, we have to do what
we have to do. The day after Christmas my beautiful 3-blade
composite prop arrived. (OK, it’s composite. I’m prepared
for the nasty comments.) He had matched my paint beautifully. Since my strip is too short for testing a new prop, I flew
over to Aero Country and the new prop rode over via Honda.
With the help of Ann Asberry and Marvin Brott I made several measured take-offs with the Sensenich prop and then
taxied over to Ken and Marvin’s hangar and changed to the

It makes promises and in the long run doesn’t deliver. It
always lets me down. I’m not referring to composite structures, but the simple lay-ups of several plies of fiberglass we
use for fairings, cowlings, and the like. They may look good
initially, but over the years they inevitably warp, shrink,
crack, and separate from molded-in fasteners. A part that
starts out as a work of fiberglass art will remain so only if the
artist is Salvador Dali.
This was the case with several parts on my Skyote. After
ten years of service, the fiberglass nose-bowl and the part that
fairs the intersection of the fin, stabilizer, and fuselage were
in poor shape and needed to be rebuilt.
Over the years I had spent a lot of time at Kent White’s
workshops at Oshkosh. He teaches metalworking techniques
and operates a company that supplies a range of hard-to-find
tools. He has written how-to articles for Sport Aviation and
created several of the most challenging aluminum parts for
Jim Wright’s H-1. I bought a few hand tools from him and
tackled the tail fairing. It was made from two formed aluminum pieces welded together. It isn’t as smooth as I would
like, but is much lighter than the original plastic. It has been
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Chapter 168 Information

By Michael Stephan

Feb 10th Chapter Meeting
Due to some scheduling
confusion, the Chapter
Meeting meeting has
moved to TUESDAY
FEBRUARY 10th. It
will be held at the
Farmers Branch Library,
located on the northwest
corner of Webbs Chapel
and Golfing Green Dr.
The meeting will be
held in the auditorium
and will begin at 6:30
p.m. and finish by10:00.
This month’s speaker is our own Jan Colmer. Jan is a
renowned airshow pilot as well as a strong supporter of
Chapter 168. His calendars are a yearly highlight, and if you
haven’t got one yet come to the meeting and get one. He is
also on the Board of Directors for the Frontiers of Flight
Museum and we can expect an update on the progress of the
Museum. Jan is one of the most entertaining speakers we
have, so be sure and join us.

Feb 14th Chapter Fly-In
The Feb. 14th fly-in will be to Hicks airport for lunch. We
will meet at the usual 11:30 at the restaurant at the north end
of the runway. The food at Hicks is some of the best airport
fare around. After lunch we can drop in on Jay Pratt at the
RV assist center and see what he is working on. So keep your
fingers crossed, hope for good weather and come on out and
join us.

Feb 17th Board of Directors Meeting
The February BOD meeting will be held on Feb 17th at the
Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM. The minutes
from the January BOD meeting (recorded by Clay Romeiser)
are as follows:
• Directors in attendance: John Phillips, Clay Romeiser, Sam
Cooper, Don Christensen, David Cheek, Monroe
McDonald, John Peyton, Don Wilcox, Michael Stephan,
Jerry Marazek.
• At the meeting we discussed locations for the next fly-ins.
For the Feb. 14 fly-in we’ll meet at Hicks at 12:00 for
lunch, and for the Mar. 6 fly-in, we’ll meet at Northwest
Regional at 12:00 for lunch.
• Newsletter folding for Jan 27th will be at Ralph Capen’s to
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view his RV6 and Feb 24th will be at Ron Bonette to view
his RV7.
John Phillips announced that our insurance certificate had
been renewed and is valid until Dec. 1, 2004.
We have scheduled our meeting dates with the library
through the rest of the year.
The Chapter will make a $100 donation to “Friends of the
Library” as a thank-you for allowing us to use the space
and for allowing us to stay late for our holiday party.
We discussed the possibility of partially sponsoring a
youngster who might be interested in attending the EAA air
academy... a summer camp held at Oshkosh.
A list of Directors will be submitted to the chapter for an
upcoming vote at the next chapter meeting.
Michael Stephen gave the treasurers report. The chapter
increased its cash on hand by approx. $1200 vs. last year.
The web site is in need of some updating. Clay and Michael
will work on that.

Feb 24th Newsletter Assembly
The March issue of the Hangar Echoes will be assembled at
the home of Ron and Sue Bonette on February 24th starting
at 7:00 PM. They live at 614 O’Phelan Lane in Garland. If
you need directions you can reach them at 972-495-5845.
Ron is building an quickbuilt RV-7A. He has finished the
wings and tail and is now working on the fuselage. So, if you
want to see an RV-7, which we don’t have that many under
construction in the chapter, then make sure to travel out with
us to Garland and fold a few newsletters.

Upcoming Events
Local
• Feb 14th - Chapter 168 Fly-in to Hicks Airport for lunch.
Meet at 11:30.
• Mar 6 - EAA Chapter 1347 Monthly BBQ Lancaster, Texas
TIME: 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Rain or Shine. NOTE:
Proceeds to aviation scholarships FFI: Lancaster (LNC)
361/228-9008 www.aya.org/southcentral
National
• Apr 13 – 19 Sun ’n’ Fun Fly-In Lakeland, FLORIDA FFI:
Sun ’n’ Fun Fly-In, Inc. 863/644-243. www.sun-n-fun.org
• May 14 – 15 EAA Southwest Regional Fly-In New
Braunfels Municipal Airport New Braunfels, Texas FFI:
www.swrfi.org
• Jul 27 – Aug 2 Experimental Aircraft Assn. Inc. 52nd Air
Venture, Oshkosh ’04 Oshkosh, WISCONSIN SITE:
Wittman Regional Airport, Oshkosh, Wisconsin FFI: Dick
Knapinski, EAA 920/426-6523. www.airventure.org
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A Message from the President
By John Phillips
“Never have so many been so afraid of so few” - Winston
Churchill might say something like that if he could revisit our
great nation today.
And the newsmongers (I think that’s an appropriate
description) are doing everything they can to play to those
fears. So, let’s see what we can make of the recent scary
airplane “news.” First I confess I didn’t watch he CBS “special” report about lack of security at general aviation fields.
(I like more plot and character development in my TV
“entertainment” than the “news” usually provides — I was
probably watching CSI.) But, from the flurry of emails I’ve
seen on the several email lists to which I subscribe I understand lots of people were plenty upset - with AOPA and EAA
leading the charge.
As I understand the facts, CBS broadcasted a sensationalized story about lack of security at small fields and possible
“terrorist” threats posed by such supposed lack of security.
A couple days ago, I picked up the following piece from
the Aero-News email newsletter which might be interesting by John Trissel, the manager of the airpark who was interviewed by CBS.
“I’ve never been so let down in my life.” Those words
from a bemused John Trissel, manager of the Eagles Nest flying community outside of Waynesboro (VA) — the man who
was quoted in the much-ballyhooed CBS story slamming GA
security last week. Trissel estimates he’s received some 200
flaming emails from pilots and aviation enthusiasts, slamming him for his interview. The truth is, John Trissel is as
upset as everyone else about the way the CBS story treated
general aviation. Only he’s more upset than most. He says
CBS took his interview out of context. “They (CBS) knew
exactly what they wanted to do to legitimize their scam,” he
told ANN Sunday. “They would say things like, ’Do you do
it this way?’ and I’d say no, but here’s how we handle it. They
only air the part that said what they wanted it to say.” For
instance, Trissel says, they asked him about whether pilots at
Eagle’s Nest used baggage scanners. “No,” he’d answer, “but
we only fly with people we know. If we have any questions
about a bag, it stays on the ground.” In fact, Trissel says the
CBS producer who called from Washington didn’t let on
what the story was about. “What happened was they found an
ad on a realtor’s site and called us. They called the realtor and
said they’d like to do a story on living with your aircraft.
They said, ’We think that’s real unique.’ So we put out the
pretzels and candy and had ’em down here.” But only when
the camera started rolling did the real motive for the visit
become apparent. “They started asking questions that weren’t
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what we expected. I’ve given
a lot of interviews in my
career,” Trissel said.“ I never
had something so bad happen. I usually get treated fairly by the press.” So what is
the rest of the story? “Of the
54 airplanes parked here at
Eagle’s Nest, all but about
four are locked up. Those
four are transients,” Trissel
told ANN. “We live right on
the runway. We always know
when someone is coming or going — even late at night. I
always look out and talk with (whoever is flying). If the voice
doesn’t match the owner of the aircraft, I’m on the phone
with law enforcement.” That’s a relationship Trissel says was
completely ignored in the CBS story. “They wouldn’t let me
talk about the security measures we do use or about the relationship we have with law enforcement. If we have a problem, boom! They’re here.” In short, Trissel says, “We felt like
we got strung up pretty good.”
It sure sounds to me like CBS did a “hatchet” job.
In my honest opinion, as I’ve already posted on Doug
Reeve’s “message board,” Instead of throwing stones at CBS
(and sooner or later the rest of them will all do similar stories)
after the damage is done, I suggest we become proactive concerning general aviation. In a perfect world we would all
leave each other alone and a “terminator” with perfect knowledge would seek out and “correct” the evil-doers. But that
isn’t the way life is. So, I think we need to strike the first blow
— remember the old adage that “the best defense is a good
offense.” How? I’m going to work on this more, but here are
a few starters:
• Introduce ourselves to neighbors and talk about our little
airplanes;
• Join EAA and AOPA and keep your memberships current
and support their work in educating the public;
• Urge your local EAA chapter to hold seminars designed to
educate the general public about the fun of general aviation
and the importance of general aviation in the economy;
• Keep reminding legislators, respectfully but forcefully, of
the importance of general aviation in the economy and the
numbers of voters involved in general aviation - e.g., pilots,
business owners, business employees, and families and
friends of the above. FYI: The Texas Department of
Transportation, Aviation Division reports that there are the
equivalent of 56,000 full time jobs connected to general
aviation activity in Texas, and $1.9 billion of total wages
and benefits paid to people who owe their jobs to general
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aviation activity and $5.9 billion total value of goods, services and capital expenditures linked to general aviation in
Texas — and those are big numbers!
We need to quit preaching to the folks already in the air and
start preaching to the folks on the ground. We don’t need to
convince everyone to take up flying. We merely need to show
them that we’re OK and our “hobby” is OK, and it’s good
business for the nation.
Now, having said all that, does a CBS report really make
any difference or have any permanent impact - most likely
not. Today, 15 minutes of fame or notoriety is really more
like 32 seconds. I haven’t seen any chatter on the internet
about it over the past 2 days. No one has said anything to me
about it, and lots of my friends and neighbors know I fly a
small plane. We live, today, from one “news” story to the next
and the newsmongers feed them to us like geese being fattened. Their game is to keep us tuned to their channel and that
means they have to find (or invent) new “news” ’round the
clock to fill their air-time. There is no time for analysis or
thoughtful consideration of an event. It’s passed. Move on.
Hey, must be ’bout time for a Michael Jackson update!

News and Notes:
By Michael Stephan
Van to speak at SWRFI
Richard VanGrunsven, founder of Van’s Aircraft, will be the
Honored Guest at the EAA Southwest Regional Fly-In May
14-15, 2004. The event is in New Braunfels, Texas, its new
home. This is the 40th year for SWRFI after being started in
Georgetown, Texas by Tony Bingelis. Van will also receive
the President’s Award and speak at the banquet on Saturday
night. Past recipients of the award include Tony Bingelis,
Paul Poberenzy, Charles Duke, and Duane Cole.
So, if you want to hear Van speak, be sure to get your
tickets to the SWRFI banquet. Like last year, the chapter will
be able to reserve tickets together at a chapter table. I will

notify you when that begins. This year the banquet will not be
in a hangar on the airport, but instead will be at the local convention center. This should be a popular event, so make plans
to attend.
Navaid Upgrade
When I was told that Don Christiansen was testing out a new
offering from TruTrak Flight Systems in his RV-8, I wasn’t
surprised. I have been touting the Jim Younkin auto pilots for
years. But, when I heard that he is using the TruTrak controller to drive the servo from his Navaid, I couldn’t believe
it. The Trutrak system features Younkin’s stepper motor
servo. I had to see it to believe it, so on a recent Lancaster
trip, I got to see it for myself. I asked Don how it compared
to the Navaid, and he commented that he liked the way it performed. He said it tracks a heading very well, and makes very
gentle turns onto course headings. I don’t know if this version
will be available soon. Jim Younkin will be the speaker at our
March 2nd meeting. Maybe we can found out then. Also, if
you have any interest in a TruTrak autopilot, be sure and
come to the March meeting and meet the man himself.
Sport Air Workshop
comes to Dallas
March 6 – 7
The EAA SportAir
workshops come to
Dallas on March 6 –
7. These courses will
prepare you to build
your own airplane. You can learn the needed skills and techniques to complete your amateur built aircraft.Topics include:
Introduction to Aircraft Building; Sheet Metal Basics;
Composite Construction; Fabric Covering; Electrical
Systems and Avionics; Gas Welding and What’s Involved in
Kitbuilding? More information on the workshops can be
found at www.sportair.org/workshops/index.html.

SOUTHWEST
SECURITIES
Member of SWS Group

Southwest Securities, Inc.
8333 Douglas Avenue
Suite 400, LB 82
Dallas, Texas 75225

E.G. “Bo” Bauereis
Vice President
Financial Advisor
Private Client Group
214-987-5222
214-987-1405 (Fax)
800-767-4397
ebauereis@swt.com

MEMBER; NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE
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Sexy/Fiberglass

Continued from page 1

Two’s Company but Three’s more Sexy
Catto. Then we made several take-offs with the new prop and
compared. Average take-off roll with the Sensenich was 614'.
Take-off with the Catto averaged 528' showing a 14%
decrease in take-off roll. I also believe that climb improved
about the same amount. The air was getting pretty rough and
the sun was going down, so I didn’t have time to do any
cruise testing, but I believe with a slightly higher fuel burn I
will also be able to increase cruise speed. Now this isn’t a
constant-speed; but it costs $1650 and weighs 16 lbs. This
extra 5 lbs. on the nose allows me to increase baggage capacity by about 10 lbs.
Two more side effects are; the prop is unbelievably
smoooooth and quiet. And did I mention how SEXY it looks?

I Hate Fiberglass
in service for 65 hours with no cracks or other problems.
The next fiberglass elimination project was the deteriorating nose-bowl. It is shaped much like that of a J-3 Cub, but
a bit deeper. It was a challenge. I started by making a concrete
female mold from the existing nose-bowl. I thought this
would provide the most precise duplicate, but in retrospect a
simple male wooden form would have worked just as well
and taken less effort. I used 0.050 thickness 3003H14 alloy
aluminum and formed the bowl in five separate pieces that
were welded together. I formed left and right top pieces, left
and right side pieces, and a bottom piece. Each was formed
by hammering annealed sheet into the female mold. After a
lot of practice, I could form a piece in about 10 minutes of
hammering. Each was then planished smooth with a slapper
and dolly. This required about an hour per piece. I welded the
pieces together using a TIG system and 1100 alloy aluminum
rod. It takes a bit of practice to make good butt welds in aluminum sheet, but I eventually caught on. However, TIG is not
the best process. Penetration is not good and requires welding both sides of the butt joint. The welds then need to filed
or ground down. In some areas, the welds cracked during

JOHN H. PHILLIPS
BOARD CERTIFIED • ESTATE PLANNING AND PROBATE LAW
TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

BOONE, BOONE, & PHILLIPS, L.L.P.
LAWYERS
4313 W. LOVERS LANE
DALLAS, TEXAS 75209
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PHONE (214) 902-8036
FAX (214) 904-8338
jhphillips@swbell.net

planishing and required re-welding. A lot of time was spent in
welding and filing. Kent White recommends welding aluminum sheet with oxy-acetylene and a special flux. His butt
welds look the same front and back, and can be planished
down without filing.
As big a job as forming was fitting the nose-bowl to the
cowling. I first adjusted the nose-bowl in the concrete mold
with light hammering and again planished it smooth with the
slapper. Next was additional shrinking, stretching, and planishing to get it to mate properly with the existing cowling. I
then cut it horizontally into top and bottom halves before riveting to the cowling. Adding stiffeners along the openings
and unsupported edges and fasteners to join the two halves
was next. I finished it first with an aluminum file, sanded
with 100 grit down to 240 grit paper, then applied primer and
topcoat.
The picture shows the new nose-bowl. It’s wearing a
temporary paint job until the weather warms up and I can
strip and re-paint the entire cowl. The picture also shows an
aluminum carburetor heat muff that I formed as a warm-up
exercise. The nose-bowl is acceptable for a first attempt.
Compared with the original fiberglass version, if you were to
move your hand broadly over the surface, you might notice
some slight irregularities. The next step will be to fly the airplane for a few months to see if any cracks develop. The final
act of fiberglass eradication will then be to replace the piece
that attaches the windscreen to the fuselage.

How’s the Weather in Your Airplane?
By Michael Stephan
Does your airplane have the capability of displaying weather
in the cockpit? In the past only expensive radar installations
could display weather information. Now, with datalink capabilities improving, it is possible for weather to be displayed
for the masses. The increased level of technology available to
aviators has increased the accuracy and safety of flight.
I learned to fly in the previous decade, and learned how
to navigate using only VORs, time and measurement. This
required a great deal of flight planning, and a lot of practice
time behind the NAV radios.
I remember when I first flew an airplane that had DME.
I thought it was the greatest thing for navigation. Now just a
little over ten years later, I wouldn’t even consider putting it
in my airplane. That is how fast things are changing. The use
of GPS makes navigation most simple, and today’s units
make the previous decade’s units seem Jurassic. The moving
maps with aviation data overlaid on them make navigating a
simple point and go process. The proliferation of the solidstate gyro sensors has also pushed the vacuum pump and gyro
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instruments out of my airplane as well, except for a back-up
turn coordinator. My EFIS and autopilot both independently
rely on these sensors. I feel like my little airplane has technology similar to the expensive corporate jets, and I have the
growing experimental aviation market to thank for it.
Designers are able to develop and sell these units without
having to go through the extensive and expensive FAA certification process.
When I first heard that I could get weather information
uplinked into the cockpit, I thought that I didn’t need it. I’m
not an IFR pilot. And, I was sure I couldn’t afford it. But,
recently I have been noticing fatalities that start off as the
usual VFR flight and end in weather induced disorientation.
I would like to think that this
couldn’t happen to me, but I’m
sure the victims of deteriorating weather thought the same
thing. I don’t have much experience flying in marginal
weather, so to keep from getting trapped, I would like to be
able to see the weather that is
in front of me. So, weather in
the cockpit seems like something to investigate.
To understand how it
works you need to know how
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data is transferred. Weather charts are transmitted to the airplane via a datalink. This is similar to cell phone or satellite
transmissions. A receiver in the airplane processes the information and displays it on a Multifunction Display (MFD),
which could be a dedicated display or an existing display,
like the GPS moving map. The data can be transmitted from
ground-based stations or from satellites. Also, the data transferred is not limited to weather, but can also include traffic
information, cell phone capability, and internet connection.
This link also goes both ways, so people on the ground can
monitor your flight by a datalink that transmits your location
via coordinates provided by the GPS. Someday it could supplement or replace air traffic control communication.
The system consists of four
parts: the transceiver and
antennae; the display; the software, which requires updates
similar to GPS map updates;
and the subscription service.
Some companies put all the
hardware into one box, which
makes them more expensive,
while others will sell the transceiver and the user provides
the computer part (laptop or
PDA) on which the software is
loaded. The subscription service, which is a connection fee similar to your Internet connection, is typically $50 a month ($600/yr) for most services.
They allow unlimited usage of the datalink connection. Some
plans include pay as you go services, which means pilots that
use less pay less. But, even those plans require a set annual
minimum fee with time used added on. This price structure is
similar to the structure that Internet providers used in the
early days of the Internet. Remember when AOL charged by
the minute? So, there is a good chance that these prices will
change with time.
There are several equipment manufacturers and service
providers. The ones I found are AirCell, Arnav, Avidyne,
Controlvision, Echo Flight, Garmin, Honeywell Avionics
(Bendix/King), WSI and WxWorx. Several of the units are
very nice, but a price tag over $5000 for the receiver , display
and software is a little beyond my threshold of pain. Those
include the Aircell, Arnav, Avidyne, and the Honeywell unit.
EchoFlight was also expensive for the complete package, but
is a little cheaper if used in conjunction with Garmin’s 400
and 500 series panel mounts through the GDL 49 Satellite
Data Link Transceiver. Install the GDL 49, subscribe to Echo
Flight’s weather Data Link service and have instant access to
NEXRAD weather data and METARS. There were a couple
of units that deserve a little closer look.
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www.controlvision.com
Control Vision, the people who created the Anywhere Moving
Map, now offer a datalink connection called AnywhereWx.
Similar to the moving map, this system requires a Pocket PC
PDA to run on. On top of this color moving map they layer
color weather data from Meteorlogix (formerly DTN). This
includes NEXRAD, METARs, TAFs, and clouds. The data is
uploaded to the aircraft using the high-speed Globalstar satellite telephone network.
AnywhereWx is an on-demand system that uses a bi-directional satellite communication link. This means that you
request weather data when you need it (press one button). The
system retrieves weather data from the ground system and
sends it to the airplane in about 30 seconds. It’s fully automatic and gives you the weather you want for the area you want.
This system can also send an email message, or surf the
Internet for TFRs. The system bundle also includes the
Globalstar satellite phone for making calls in areas outside
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your cell phone
network. In an
emergency, like
after an off-airport
landing, the phone
actually transmits your location along with your voice.
The subscription starts at $25 per month, but they say the
average pilot spends about $35 per month. This is a nice
entry level. The total bundle costs $2245, which includes the
PDA. If you are an existing Anywhere customer the equip
comes down to $1495. For $35/month you receive 30 minutes a month of satellite time. Extra minutes are $.99.
www.wxworx.com
WxWorx and the people from XM
Radio team up to offer WxWorx.
Weather information is delivered
via continuous satellite broadcast of
data from XM WX Satellite
Weather. The weather service
includes standard NEXRAD radar available from other
resources, and other data products. Weather data is retrieved
and updated constantly from WxWorx sources located at
thousands of points across the nation. Data update rates vary
by the specific data product. The data includes High
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not only do weather, but cell phone communication as well as
Internet access. So on that long cross-country flight, you can
make a call or surf the web for airport information. Just don’t
do it while you’re in the pattern. Downwind legs are long
enough.
As for the required monthly subscriptions, which I
always hate, I think about all the other subscriptions that have
become commonplace. The Cable/Satellite TV subscriptions,
the Internet connection, the cell phone bill, all are just part of
the daily overhead that the 21st century requires. So, I’m sure
I can squeeze a little weather into the budget, especially if it
increases the safety of my flights.
For more information on these companies the web
addresses are listed below.
Resolution NEXRAD images, updated every 5 minutes;
storm cell identification and tracking offering 15-minute
storm path projection; lightning from the past 5 minutes;
winds aloft, graphical and text; METAR and TAF graphical
and text data; SIGMETS and AIRMETS; Echo Tops
Advanced topographic mapping and GPS operability. The
radar images are the same ones that you see on the local
news, when they are tracking a storm.
The system requires a Pentium class processor (800 MHz
or better) to display the weather. So, a laptop or comparable
desktop PC would be needed. But, the cost of the software,
portable receiver and antenna are only $659.99. So, a system
could be created at a fairly reasonable price. The subscription
is $50 a month, and since it is a broadcast system it does not
have the two-way capability of the other datalink systems.
But, this is another possibility on the entry level.
To summarize, there is no set of standard options for
these systems, so you have to decide what you want and then
pick the service that works best for you. So, some homework
is required to make a decision.
This technology is still quite expensive, and for a while,
weather on the panel will be the exception more than the rule.
But in the future, I see a day when these units will be more
common as prices fall. But, also remember that these units
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www.controlvision.com
www.aircell.com
www.avidyne.com
www.echoflight.com
www.garmin.com
www.bendixking.com
www.wsi.com
www.wxworx.com
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RV 10 Update
By Marvin Brott
We have a least a couple of RV-10s being built in our chapter.
Dave Dalski and David and Vicki Jones are working on tail
sections. After talking to Dave about his experiences with the
RV-10, the following three things seem apparent. First, he indi-

cated that this kit is more complete than the RV 8 kit he built.
All holes are punched and the ribs are fluted. Second, this is
going to be a big airplane. It will take up a lot of shop space.
As the picture shows, the horizontal section is large, much larger than the RV 8 section. And finally, the drawing and assembly instructions are much better than anything before from
Van’s Aircraft. Before the RV-10, the assembly instructions
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were a series of descriptive paragraphs and the builder had to
determine what actions and results were to take place. For the
ten, everything is in one place and instructions are precise.
I received the following comments from David Jones. “As far
as the building goes on the 10, Vicki and I are working on the
tail cone. The 10 kit includes the tail from the baggage door
back. We have finished our vertical stabilizer, rudder, hori-

zontal stabilizer, elevators (minus trim tabs, I bent one of
them and am waiting for a replacement), and have the beginnings of the tail cone. We have the wing kit in the garage, and
have inventoried it, but are not going to start work on it until
we have the tail complete. Not enough space or brain power
to keep them separate."
"As far as the quality of the kit goes, it’s fantastic. I would
not be doing this if the parts were not match holed, and so
very perfect. Our tail kit was not missing one rivet or screw.
The wing kit was missing a couple of bags of hardware, but
Van's is shipping them as we speak. The new style manual is
also fantastic. I can fumble through reading a set of plans that
were shipped with the other RV kits, but the new format
makes everything much more clear. We are still fabricating a
few parts, like all the other RV builders, but so far nothing
that could not be done with only some basic tools.”
Hangar Echoes will keep up with the progress of these
two projects.
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The Last Newsletter Asembly of 2003.
By Michael Stephan
Good friends getting together to enjoy a little fellowship is
what the newsletter assemblies are all about. We do get some
newsletter taping and stamping done as well. But, the best
part is getting together.
As is the usual custom, the last newsletter folding of the
year is held at the Asberry’s home. The assembly doubles as
an end of year party and draws a large group. Ann puts
together quite a spread of tasty food, probably why there is
such a good turnout. Mel always has something interesting
going on out in the hangars. Last year it was the hangar itself,
which had been recently finished. This year it was a new
Catto prop hanging on the front of their RV-6. What a beautiful prop it is.
Mel was looking to build an RV-9 last year, and even put
out the feelers to find a project to buy. I asked Mel if he found
an RV-9 to build and he replied, “No, I bought a Mazda Miata
instead.” And there it was parked in the hangar, a beautiful
white Miata. So, we popped the hood and poured over that
vehicle as well. Mel is relishing his mid-life crisis.
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Mel and Ann had this to say about the group:
“Wednesday morning after the newsletter get-together at
our house I got to thinking what a wonderful a group we
have. We had a great gathering. People started showing up at
7o’clock and by 7:15 almost everyone was there. Few people
in our group smoke and those that do don’t do it where it
bothers others. There were no spills on the table or floor. It
appeared to me that pretty much everyone had a good time. It
is a real pleasure to entertain a group like EAA 168. These are
just some of the little things that make our Chapter Great.
Thanks everyone.”
We had another fun time out in Farmersville, and we
thank Mel and Ann for welcoming us out and being great
hosts. We are looking forward to next year.
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For Sale Services, Parts and Other:
Parting out Glasair, instrument panel and fire wall forward
minus engine. Lots of parts to comlete Glasair. Call Tim
Thompson 972 347 2025
Aluminum Sheet, 20 pieces available, .025" X 48" X 144",
7075 T6 alloy, 17.28 lbs per sheet, $75.00/sheet Contact Don
Drake, 214-352-1028 home, 214-693-7368 cell,
donjo4@swbell.net
Vacuum gauge, 1", new in original packaging. Cost $80, sell
for $50. George Kilishek 972-250-2906
aeronut58@hotmail.com.
Airborne Vacuum Pump Model 241CC - 0 hours since
complete rebuild with new parts. This vacuum pump is a
heavy duty unit designed for aircraft with a vacuum driven
auto pilot. If you want a vacuum pump with some extra muscle that will fit and run from a standard vacuum pump drive
pad this one will do the job. Original cost of rebuilt pump$460.00, will sell for $275.00. Call Haden Cowdrey, home
214-528-4587, cell 214-478-6297.
Apollo 618 Loran w/tray & antenna $200; Collins VIR 351
nav unit (working well when removed) $400; noise cancelling headset, mike inop, $35.

Call Harry Gresham, 214 348 2772; cell 214 289 313;
Fax 214 348 6565; hgresh@juno.com
RV-8 Empennage kit: only 5% completed; tools also; taking
offers. Call John Rollow at 972/503-3611 or e-mail at
neck101@earthlink.net
Garmin 195 handheld GPS: like new, yoke mount, Ext Ant,
Soft Case, Battery Pack, $450
Call Richard Robbins (972) 226-6699
Acro Sport II Two-seater aerobatic biplane project. Plansbuilt to 70%. Wonderful craftsmanship.
Tom Davies 972-243-8667 • artguytom@sbcglobal.net

Alpha Aviation Supply Co.

Homebuilding and Sport Aviation Supplies

Russ & Terry Chambers
903-455-3113

P.O. Box 8641
70 Majors Rd.
Greenville, Texas 75404
www.alphaaviationsupply.com
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We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, and/or
media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience accounts.
Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to anyone. Any
event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this includes Oshkosh).
Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.
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Experimental Aircraft Association
Dallas Chapter 168
P.O. Box 168
Addison, TX 75001-0168

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM
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❏
❏
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Chapter 168 are $20.00 for one year.
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EAA Dallas Chapter 168
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