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To Sherman for Pancakes
By Michael Stephan
Ann Asberry sent me a reminder that the EAA Sherman
Chapter (323) was hosting a pancake breakfast on July 17th.
While performing my SWRFI duties I met several 323 members and enjoyed them, so if I had a chance to go see them
and eat some of their pancakes I would go. I talked with Clay
Romeiser a few days before the event, and he was interested.
So, we took that quick RV flight up to Sherman. I was surprised to see the number of
Chapter 168 members that were
there: Marvin Brott, Mel and
Ann, Ken Bruggers, Ken
Krebaum, Richard Robbins,
and Jim Smith, who was taking
pictures that can be seen on his
website at www.fun-places-tofly.com/sherman. There were
also a few McKinney Chapter
flyers that I also recognized.
Tom Ferraro and his son
brought the Pacer and the
Skybolt. Jim Wilson was there
also taking pictures.

Three airplanes there caught my eye. The first was the tandem seat Varga Cochina. I have this thing about tandem airplanes and this was the first of this type I had ever seen. Nice
looking airplane. I wonder how it flies. The other was the
Mooney Mite. It is a very small and fun looking airplane. It
is also a great performer on such little horsepower. But the
one I liked the most was Ken Krebaum’s Skyote. I’ve seen
pictures of this plane in the newsletter several times. I read
about how great the workmanship is, but although a picture
is worth a thousand words, getting up next to the real thing is
so much better. The aluminum
nose bowl was written about in
the newsletter a few months
ago, but until you see it and feel
how smooth it is do you really,
fully appreciate how how good
the workmanship is. Ken said
that there is no filler material
used to smooth the nosebowl.
Very nice! The rest of the airplane is just as nice. Ken’s
Skyote is a real eyecatcher.
Then it took off, and that was
really neat to see as well. That
little airplane can really jump
Continued on page 5
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Chapter 168 Information

By Michael Stephan

August 3rd Chapter Meeting
The August Chapter
meeting will be on
Tuesday August 3rd. It
will be held at the
Farmers Branch Library,
located on the northwest
corner of Webb Chapel
and Golfing Green Dr.
The meeting will be held
in the auditorium and
will begin at 6:30 p.m.
and finish by 9:00 p.m.
This month’s program will feature pictures from Airventure 2004. These will be very fresh pictures,
since the convention ends on Monday the 2nd. Marvin (if he
makes it back in time) will put the slide show together as well
as lead the discussion. Should be fun and interesting, especially for those of us who couldn’t make it to Oshkosh this year.

August 7th Chapter Fly-In
This month we will fly up to Cedar Mills airport on Lake
Texoma to have breakfast in the restaraunt in the marina. To
get to the restaraunt from the airport, walk the road that leads
down to the lake. We will meet at 8:30 am and head down
that road. The food is terrific, and the service is always
friendly. If we are lucky we can stop in on Rich Worstell’s
Murphy Moose being built in the hangar on the airfield.
See you there.

Aug 10th Board of Directors Meeting
The Aug BOD meeting will be held on Aug 10th at the
Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM. The minutes
from the July BOD meeting (reported to Clay Romeiser) are
as follows:
Directors in attendance: Clay Romeiser, Robert Cullinan,
Michael Stephan , David Cheek, Monroe McDonald, John
Peyton, Don Christiansen, John Phillips, Sam Cooper, Jim
Quinn, Don Wilcox, Jerry Mrazek, Bruce Fuller

• The September 11 fly-in will be held at Hicks for breakfast
at 8:30.
• The October 9th fly-in will be held at McKinney and will
be the Chili cook off. (11:00)
Michael Stephan gave the treasurer’s report. The total assets
at the end of June are $8669. There were 8 membership
renewals last month. Total membership is 111 members.
The board discussed an online member management
database currently under development by Clay Romeiser.

August 31st Newsletter Assembly
The September newsletter will be assembled on Tuesday
August 31st at 7 pm at the Flight School located at Mesquite
Muni. Airport. Our hosts will be Ben and Pat Johnson. For
directions call the flight school at 469-726-9FLY.
Ben and Pat are building a RV-7 in an adjacent hangar, so
we will get a chance to see its progress.

News and Notes
Cowtown Warbird Roundup
August 21st at Meacham
The Vintage Flying Museum
on Meacham Airport is hosting it’s first annual Warbird
Roundup. Warbirds and
other aircraft will be flying
in. You can view the static
displays, see enjoy fly-bys
and take rides. There will be
a pancake breakfast that
begins at 8 a.m.sponsored by Women in Aviation (WIA).
Price for admission is $10 per car OR $7 per person. Chapters
34 and 670 will be giving Young Eagle Rides. Sounds like
fun. So, Come on out, support the museum, and see the warbirds fly.

We discussed the upcoming meeting schedule:
• The August meeting will feature an Oshkosh photo show
• The August 7th fly-in will be held at Cedar Mills marina for
breakfast at 8:30.
• Newsletter folding for August 28th will be at Ben Johnson’s
hangar at Mesquite
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A Message from the President
By John Phillips
One of Life’s Mysteries Solved
There I was at 10,500' (and right on the altitude I’ll have you
know!) the other day, enjoying the cool air, and wondering
how hot it was on the ground when I had a small but
immensely significant (for me anyway) epiphany. As I think
I’ve remarked in the past, I generally enjoy flying down in
the mucky hot layer, scaring the buzzards, and looking at the
ground. Something about being off the ground, but close
enough to see the cars and trucks and rooftops is fascinating
to me. I pull the power way back and just enjoy cruising
along looking at everything. I suffer the heat in order to enjoy
my style of flying.
Anyway, on Saturday last, Emily went flying with me
and we decided to get up into the cool air. The higher we
climbed the noiser the plane got. At first I attributed the noise
to the higher power setting for climb. When we leveled off at
8,500' and reduced power I fully expected the noise level to
fall back to the normal low drone I enjoyed at lower levels.
The noise did reduce some, but not nearly to the lower level
I was used to hearing. In my mind I could picture horrible
things happening in the engine - parts tearing apart and crashing into each other. Over and over I checked the gauges.
Steady, well within limits, nothing odd or unusual. In a word
the engine was running perfectly - just too darn noisy. I
checked the battery box on my ANR headset a couple times green light flashing - everything there was working as advertised. Emily said she couldn’t tell the difference, and not
wanting to concern her I didn’t dwell on the problem longer
- at least not verbally. The rational, lawyerly, logical side of
my brain said “gauges are steady, no oil on the windscreen,
no flames leaping out of the cowling, the wings are still
attached, NO PROBLEM,” but my emotional, worrier side
said “look for a field, start planning now, it’s only going to
get worse!” I was quietly terrified. We flew on for a while,
took some pictures of friends’ property near Hico, and then
turned back for home. When we got back down into the
mucky hot the engine quieted down and I began to relax.
Eyeballing the buzzards would be easy after the fright the
engine has just put me through. Mind you, the instrument
readings were nearly the same - but the airplane was quieter.
(Anybody figured this out yet??).
Oh, I need to digress a bit before I share my enlightenment with you. I bought my engine brand new from
Aerosport Power. It’s the Superior XP-360 from Superior Air
Parts right here in Coppell. When Bill Peterson from Superior
spoke to us a couple months ago he told us about Superior’s
“engine building” class and I decided that would be a good
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thing for me to do. I know
how to change spark plugs
and oil, and I understand the
theory of the internal combustion engine, but I have no
“hands-on” experience with
all the internal working parts.
Since I was not about to buy
another engine just to go to
school I had to wait till someone else placed an order and
asked for the class. Jim
Ashford from Oregon was
the man. I’d never met him
till the day last week we shook hands and introduced ourselves. Jim’s had an incredible flying career and he’s still flying. He was a career National Guard pilot, flying fighters (F100s, F-105s and F-4s to name a few) into his mid 50’s. If I
remember correctly he then flew commuter planes in Hawaii
for while, and now he’s in Oregon building an RV (and what
else would you expect a fighter jock to build?). Bill Peterson
gave us a brief overview of Superior and the engine building
course, and walked us through the entire facility. Superior
does not manufacture the actual engine parts. It designs them
and speciality shops manufacture them to Superior’s specifications and airfreight them to Coppell. When parts arrive
they are first inspected for quality, to assure they meet the
strict engineering specifications. Walking through the facility
I realized that we can’t blame all the cost of airplane engines
and parts on trial lawyers - maintaining a proper facility to
satisfy FAA and EPA and others, and the skilled personnel
responsible for checking each and every piece, and assembling them properly by hand (no automotive assembly lines
in the airplane world) is incredibly expensive. Not all parts
pass - those go into a locked cage area so they can’t be inadvertently used. Superior claims to be the largest supplier of
aftermarket replacement parts for piston aircraft engines, and
many of those that do pass are then repacked for distribution
and resale around the world. Some go into the engines assembled in Coppell. [At the time I bought my engine Superior
had not yet begun its complete engine assembly facility so
mine was assembled by Aerosport Power].
Evan Yearsley, Engine Production Manager, was our
building instructor. He’s a pilot, has been an aircraft owner
(would like to be again), and has worked in piston engine
maintenance most of his adult life - which is a considerable
time because Evan has young grandchildren. Over the course
of the next 2 1⁄2 days Jim, with Evan’s expert tutelage turned
hundreds of parts into a brand new aircraft engine. I respectfully kept my fingerprints off Jim’s engine, but Evan’s calm
manner and careful and patient explanations and instructions
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made it easy for me to follow along. I may even have been
able to get more from Evan than Jim did because I wasn’t
worried about dropping anything or putting something in
upside down. Watching Evan as he instructed and demonstrated laying out the silk thread in a really fine translucent
layer of RTV to assemble the engine case, and his technique
with safety wire confirmed his craftsmanship for me. Little
by little Jim and Evan pulled parts of the bench and then
about half way through our third day all the parts on the
bench were gone, and there was another new Superior
engine. I may never build one myself, but I am a lot more
knowledgeable now, and I’m certainly going to feel much
more comfortable in the future doing my routine engine
maintenance and inspections. Without any hesitation I highly
recommend that anyone who’s going to build and/or fly small
aircraft whose hands-on engine experience is limited should
try to get some qualified instruction about aircraft engines,
and anyone who’s in the market for a new engine should seriously consider building their own at Superior.
[If this sounds like a plug for Superior - in a way it is my engine has been trouble free, and I really thought the
course with Evan was outstanding.]
Now, having said all those wonderful things about
Superior - why was my engine still making so darn much
noise at higher altitude. As I said, Emily and I flew on
Saturday. On Sunday I flew alone and I planned to try to
“think out” the problem. I went on up to 10,500'. The noise
was terrible. RPM was 2320, MP was 20.3. At my normal
lower level flying the engine makes only a fraction of the
noise. [Don’t let me kid you - it’s still a racket - take off your
headset for a bit]. But the instruments looked perfect. Oil was
180F, pressure was 73, high EGT was 1380 and high CHT
was 363, and no unusual vibration. Why the noise. I checked
the ANR battery again - flashing green. I trimmed the plane
up, let go the stick and jammed the headset down on my ears
- QUIET - ? - I let up the pressure - NOISY - ? I tried it again
- same result. Hmmmm... And then it dawned on me - the
rubber seals on the earpieces were inflating at altitude with

the decreased atmospheric pressure so they could not mold to
the contours of my lumpy head. Of course it was noisier!
Suddenly life was good again. I quit worrying about the
engine and started looking for those buzzards again.
[You’re on your honor - did you figure out the mystery before
getting to the end?]

Upcoming Events
For even more flying events visit www.fun-places-to-fly.com
which was created by fellow Chapter member Jim Smith.
Local
• Jul 26 - Aug 4 - Soaring: 1-26 Championship Midlothian,
Texas FFI: Norman Miller 214/642-5053 or normmiller11@comcast.net
• Saturday, Aug 21 -Fort Worth, TX. Cowtown Warbird
Roundup - http://www.vintageflyingmuseum.org, Fort
Worth Meacham International Airport (FTW), Warbird Flyin at the Vintage Flying Museum. Contact: Chuckie
Hospers 817-624-1935, Chuckie@vintageflyingmuseum.org
• Saturday, Aug 28 - Granbury, TX. Pancake Breakfast.
Granbury Municipal (GDJ)
Contact: John Holt 817/570-8533
• Sept. 3-6 - Labor Day Luau Boogie Skydive Dallas
Whitewright, Texas FFI: 903/364-5103 www.skydivedallas.com
• Sep 11 - Open House Dedicated to Memory Decatur
Municipal Airport Decatur, Texas TIME: 8:00 a.m.-3:00
p.m. NOTE: Dedicated to memory; let them not be forgotten. OPENING CEREMONY: 9:30 a.m. AGENDA: military/civilian aircraft & vendor displays; rides & games for
kids; live 30Õ-60Õ music & dancing. Food & beverage
service, beginning with 8:00 a.m. breakfast. DISCOUNT
FUEL: 8:00.-3:00 p.m. FFI: M. Sayers 940/627-3590
• Saturday, Sept 25 - Big Country Airfest. Abiliene TX.
Saturday, www.bigcountryairfest.org.
National
• Jul 27- Aug 2 Experimental Aircraft Assn. Inc. 52nd Air
Venture, Oshkosh ’04 Oshkosh, WISCONSIN SITE:
Wittman Regional Airport, Oshkosh, Wisconsin FFI: Dick
Knapinski, EAA 920/426-6523. www.airventure.org
• Sep 9-12 Reno Air Races Reno, NEVADA SITE: RenoStead Airport, Reno NV FFI: 775/972-6663
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To Sherman for Pancakes

Continued from page 1

IndUS AVIATION
By Michael Stephan

into the air. Ken is now building an RV-8. Good choice. I will
have to keep an eye on that project. What a fun way to spend
a Saturday morning.
The Sherman Breakfast fly-in happens once a year, and is
an event that I plan on flying my own airplane into next year.
Our August 7th fly-in is to Cedar Mills on Lake Texoma
for breakfast. In the hangar at the top of the runway, Rich
Worstell is building a Murphy Moose with the help of several Chapter 323 members. So, fly up there for a little breakfast,
and maybe we can barge in on them, take up a lot of their
time, and get a good look at the round engined Murphy
Moose.
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Fly-ins are always enjoyable for me. Even when the weather
turns sour and only a few attend, it gives me more time to
spend with another chapter member. I get to know them and
pick their brains a bit. We have had a few of those, so it is
nice every once in a while to have a fly-in where we get to
see unique airplanes,
talk to the builders and
get the airplane endorphins going. Last
month, our fly-in to
Dallas
Executive
(which will no longer
be referred to as
Redbird), was just that.
Monroe
McDonald
arranged for us to visit the IndUS Aviation facility located on
Dallas Executive Airport. The weather was nice and we had
several fly in and many who drove in. A crowd of us studied the
IndUS facility and the T-211, now called the IndUS Sport E.
IndUS Aviation is an American company, established in
1994, with the vision of producing quality, low cost aircraft.
IndUS acquired the type certificate, production certificate,
appropriate licensing and permits to build the John Thorp
designed Thorp T-211. Also purchased was the tooling
required to build the kits.
IndUS is working with Taneja Aerospace and Aviation,
Limited in India, which manufactures aviation products and
aircraft in India, ranging from light composite aircraft to
twin-engine aircraft, turboprops, military and space related
aviation products. The parts manufacturing will be located at
the TAAL facilities, but the final assembly of aircraft for markets outside India will be accomplished in the hangar at the
Dallas Executive Airport. This arrangement reduces the costs
of production, which helps with the affordability of the airplane. Van’s has a similar arrangement, except they build the
parts here and have them assembled overseas.
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IndUS Aviation manufactures several iterations of the Sport
E. The Sport E can be purchased completed and certified, but
can also be purchased as a 51% quick build kit for a cost that
is only slightly higher than the basic airframe parts kit. They
also offer a builder assistance program at the Dallas
Executive Airport facility. The Sport E, being a very light aircraft also can be built to fit into the new Light Sport Aircraft
category.
The Sport E is a very
interesting airplane.
The first thing you
notice are the unusual
wing skins. They have
a series of raised beads
that makes them look
“corrugated,” but this gives a structure to the skin and
reduces the number of ribs, and the associated rivets, needed
to hold the airfoil’s shape. It is small and light with a
wingspan of 25 ft and an empty weight of 775 lbs (using the
100 hp Continental engine), yet is quite sturdy. The landing
gear is composed of oleo struts similar to those found on
much bigger certified planes. Another nice feature is its simplicity. John Thorp designed an airplane that is simple to
build. With the matched hole drilling of the kits, this airplane
should jump together. There
are no wing tanks to build.
Instead the builder just
installs the fuel bladder in
the bulkhead behind the
seats. The linkages are all
push/pull tubes with rod end
bearings.
The engine, however, is
where the design really
takes shape. The Jabiru
engines from Australia can
be used to power kit versions of the T-211. These

August, 2004

engines are powerful considering their light weight. The 120
hp, six cylinder version (Jabiru 3300) puts out more power
than the Continental O-200, which is in the certified Sport E.
Or, opt for the four cylinder Jabiru 2200, which although it
has less power (80 hp), is significantly lighter, and therefore
does not hamper the performance of the airplane. It does the
same job using less fuel. The airplane can carry two people
and 40 lbs of baggage as long as it does not exceed the 1,270
lb gross weight.
A finished Light Sport aircraft was priced at $70K at Sun
‘n Fun with the certified version being $90K. The quick build
kit is currently priced at $25K, and includes all things firewall aft with most of the assemblies completed.
Scott Severen, Director of Sales and
Marketing for North America, runs
the operation at Dallas Executive
Airport. He was very generous in
letting us invade the IndUS hangar
and look at the new Sport E. He presented us with the history and the
vision for the project as well as the
performance of the airplane and the
future developments. He also
answered all of our questions. We
thank him for his hospitality and
hope to be able to drop in again in
the future. If you want more information on the new IndUS
Sport E, you can find it on the IndUS aviation website at
www.indusav.com. I will also post a link to the brochure on
the Chapter 168 website at www.eaa168.org.
The fly-in ended with, of course, LUNCH.

3rd Annual Summer Picnic
By Michael Stephan
Assembling the newsletter used to be a very difficult and
labor-intensive task. We used to collate and staple all the
pages then fold, tape, label, and stamp them. This took quite

Volume 35, Issue 8, Page 6

a bit of time. In recent
years we encouraged
more builders to host the
assemblies, so we could
get a little airplane project gawking in as well.
Then, we had the printer
of the pages collate and
staple them. Now, with
the newsletter being
online there are fewer to
fold, tape, label and
stamp. That gives us
more eating, talking and
airplane project stalking time. It can’t get much better than
that can it? Well, yes it can. The past three years, the July
issue was folded on a Saturday in the mid-morning (lunch
time) at the Short Stop airstrip, a.k.a. Mel and Ann Asberry’s
house and hangars. So in June, besides the usual newsletter
work, we get to enjoy a great picnic and watch a few airplanes fly, along with our usual eating and conversing. The
food this year was terrific, as usual, but the weather was
somewhat uncooperative. Although the overcast skies hampered anyone from flying in, the wind circulated a very
enjoyable cool breeze that gently blew between the two
hangars. What a
pleasant afternoon.
For
another
year the crowds
came and every
lunch chair was
filled. New faces
came in to enjoy the
afternoon as well as
the usual attendees.
This is an event that
should be on your
calendar every year.
It is also a great
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way to get to visit with
other members and
look at the planes that
fly in.
Thanks go to
everyone who contributed to the delicious
Has anyone seen my owner?
lunch. There was so
Please take a very close look at this
much good food I was
large serving spoon that was left
not able to taste it all.
behind at the Asberry’s June 26 picNext year I will have to
nic and newsletter folding. Please
pack a spare stomach.
show this photo to your wife if you
And a special thank
are not familiar with the household
you goes to Mel and
serving utensils. As much as I like
Ann for being such
good silverware, this does not
great hosts. They have
belong to me and would love to
return it to the rightful owner. Call
put on this event the
Ann Asberry 972-784-7544 to claim.
past three years, and I
hope they don’t stop. It
is an event I look forward to each year.

The Antelope Wind Festival and the Wing Walkers:
Two Tales of a City
By K. Truemper
“Would you have a moment to tell me something about the
situation today?” I asked the Riverside FSS briefer. She
answered, “Sure. I have two stories about this. The story of
the Antelope Wind Festival, and the story of the Wing
Walkers.” I said, “How interesting! Please, go ahead and tell
me.” And so she did.
How did I get into such a strange conversation? It all
starts a day earlier, on May 9, 2004, to be exact. My friend
Manfried has come from Paris, France, not Texas, for a flying trip to California in my Zenith 601HDS, N314LB. That
day, we fly from Aero Country, the home base, to Grants,
New Mexico, with a fuel stop in Plainview, Texas. The
Plainview FBO helped two years earlier with a battery
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replacement. During the refueling, I remind him of that much
appreciated help. He says, “Oh, then you qualify for a reduction as if you had one of our wooden nickels.” Sure enough,
in the office he shows me a pile of wooden nickels. The first
time you stop at Plainview for fuel, you receive one such
nickel. The next time, you show that nickel and get 5 cents
per gallon off the regular price.
At Grants, we have our first surprise of the trip. The automated weather station has reported “wind calm.” We elect
runway 31 since it slopes up a bit, fly a smooth final, and just
before touchdown, have a fierce gust push up the left wing
and nose. I am stunned. Worried about stalling, I force the
nose down and level the wings, and just as the runway fills
the view, pull back hard and make quite a nice landing.
Lesson 1: In the Southwest, never take a report of “wind
calm” to be the real thing.
The next day, we take off at sunrise and decide to cruise
along the interstate at 1000 ft AGL from Grants to Kingman,
Arizona, the next fuel stop. The weather is perfect, the sun
behind us, the air smooth. The smooth air is no surprise, since
at 1000 ft AGL it is warmer than on the ground.
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If I were to recommend special trips in the Southwest, this
would be one of them. The vistas are magnificent in all directions, there are the Painted Desert, the interesting sandstone
formations, and later, near Flagstaff, Arizona, the forests and
mountains.
Our thoughts about this beauty are rudely interrupted
after Flagstaff when the Kingman ASOS reports, “Wind 20
kts gusting to 27.” Not only that, but with each announcement
the wind direction shifts plenty, at one point even calling for
a different runway. Clearly, nature has another lesson in store
for us. On final, a dust devil is straight ahead. I veer around
that mini-tornado and fly onto the runway. The whole process
feels like a slow-motion movie clip due to the strong headwind, except that we rapidly bounce up and down. I manage
to get the plane smoothly onto the runway.
As we taxi to the pump and later return to the runway for
takeoff, it is fun to use the rules for taxiing under windy conditions. Except that I forget Rule Number 1: Never allow the speed
to build. Indeed, while taxiing for takeoff, with the wind coming
from behind and the yoke forward, the wind, now even stronger
and gustier, pushes us forward so strongly that the feeble Zenith
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brakes no longer slow us down! Near the threshold, a Piper does
a run-up off to the side. We cannot stop fully, just roll past him,
turn onto the runway, and take off. Fortunately, I had done the
run-up earlier, into the wind, since I was worried about a tight
180 degree turn in the run-up area with such strong winds.
Lesson 2: Taxi very slowly under windy conditions. And, if
you have feeble brakes, redesign them. By now, that change has
been done in my case.
From Kingman, we head west across the Colorado river
toward the Mojave Desert and the Sierra Nevada mountains. The
wind is from the west, and the ground speed slows to 75 kts. The
FSS has forecast a headwind of 20-30 kts and has issued an
airmet for occasional moderate turbulence below 18,000 ft,
which means that the plane may bounce around a lot but will
remain controllable. The current situation is much better than
forecast. But that rosy assessment is to change shortly.
Near Daggett, CA, forward visibility drops due to a tan-colored haze. I venture that this is LA type pollution. But Manfried
has it right, as we learn from the Daggett ASOS: This is a dust
storm. We climb to 8,500 ft to escape the worst of it, but in doing
so, the groundspeed drops to 45 kts. I am not worried about this
change since we just have a few more miles to go west. So we
chug along until we reach Lancaster, California. We turn north
for the 20 mile leg to the Mojave airport, and the groundspeed
goes up to 110 kts. Great! As we approach the Mojave airport,
we turn northwest and climb to get over the Sierra Nevada. The
groundspeed drops to 46 kts. I am still not worried since we have
enough fuel left.
Halfway across the mountain, Manfried points to the GPS
and says “Das GPS Radio ist kaput.” No translation needed here.
Indeed, the expected-time-enroute number has been replaced by
two dashes. The reason is right next to that field. The groundspeed has dropped to 24 kts. The radio thinks we have landed!
Of course, we are still in the air, but have a headwind of 65 kts.
With 24 kts groundspeed we cannot cross the mountain with
our remaining fuel. After a short discussion about the choices, I
turn around and head back to the Mojave airport, since it has
three runways. On first contact, the Mojave tower says, “Wind
40 kts.” That’s a lot of wind, but should be okay since it is com-
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ing straight down the 8-26 runway. As I fly downwind, the tower
says, “Wind 60 kts.” Ouch! This is way beyond the stall speed,
so we are not going to land here. In fact, even if I could get the
plane on the ground, the plane would flip over as soon as I would
turn off the runway. The tower says that the 60 kts wind is likely to stay that way, so waiting for a change is useless.
At that moment, I realize for the first time that we may be in
serious trouble. We are bouncing around and I cannot ask
Manfried to take the control stick. Reading anything in the
AOPA book is out of the question due to the turbulence. So I ask
the tower for the Riverside FSS frequency. When I call, a briefer
responds immediately as if he has been waiting for us. I say, “We
need assistance. We are over the Mojave airport, with 1 1/2 hrs
of fuel remaining, and need an airport on the east side of the
mountain to land.” He asks us to stand by, comes back shortly,
and suggests Lancaster with 30 kts gusting to 37, and Daggett
with 22 kts gusting to 29. In both cases, the wind is straight
down the runway. He does not tell me, but we know, that Daggett
is in the midst of a dust storm, so I rule out that airport. That
leaves Lancaster. The wind at Lancaster is far more than we have
seen in Kingman. In fact, I have never landed under such severe
wind conditions. Manfried has stayed quite cool about the situation, but nevertheless I do not tell him that the next landing will
be a new experience for me.
I dial the identifier for Lancaster into the GPS radio, and
up pops the warning that this is a US Air Force airport. Back to
the briefer. He explains that he meant the General Fox airport
of Lancaster. We get the ATIS, contact the tower, report a 2mile right-base position, and are cleared to land. On final, the
plane bounces up and down. We hardly seem to move forward
while indicating 70 kts. As we cross the threshold, I pull the
power and focus on controlling the bouncing airplane. We
bump with the main gear onto the runway, are thrown up again
in a strong gust, once more bump onto the main gear, I quickly lower the nose, and we stay on the runway. As we taxi off
the runway onto a taxiway that, mercifully, is slanted at 45
degrees, the tower asks for our intentions. I say, “We want to
tie down and stay overnight.”
Getting out of the cockpit without losing the doubly hinged
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canopy is not easy, but with proper planning we leave the cockpit and tie down. On a nearby parked Cessna, we see a tightly
wrapped yet flapping canopy cover scouring the plexiglass, so
we forget about installing our canopy cover. Just walking into
the wind to the terminal is difficult.
Once we are in the terminal, I confess to Manfried that this
was a new landing experience for me. He takes it easily. The situation reminds me of a landing in the Midwest with my second
cross-country flybuddy, Arie. He is a bit more worried than
Manfried when things become critical. We were landing with a
15 kt crosswind at 90 degrees in the Midwest. I never had landed in such a crosswind, but did not inform him about this lack of
experience. After the landing, I told him, “I didn’t know that I
could handle such a crosswind.”
Lesson 3: When flying in high wind conditions, continuously check that backup airports do not only have runways with the
right direction, but also that the wind does not exceed the limits
of the airplane.
Later that night in the hotel, I call the Riverside FSS about
the weather forecast for the next day. She says, “The earlier you
can leave, the better. Winds will pick up again just as happened
today, and there is another airmet about occasional moderate
turbulence below 18,000 ft.” Once we have covered the weather
forecast for the planned route, the conversation cited at the
beginning takes place. So what are the stories about the Antelope
Wind Festival and the Wing Walkers?
She says, “The story about the Antelope Wind Festival is
rather short. It is a festival about the wind in Lancaster.” She
pauses for effect, then adds, “The festival lasts each year from
January 1 to December 31.” I laugh, while she says, “This is a
joke, of course.” She continues, “But the second story about
wing walkers is true. Years ago, I started out with the Flight
Service when the Lancaster airport still was a Flight Service
Station. When a plane would come in under high wind conditions such as today, we would send out a person to the exit ramp.
The plane would stop on the runway at the exit, nose still pointed into the wind. The person would go out to the plane and hand
on the wingtip of the upwind wing as the plane taxied onto the
ramp. This was essential for high-wing, light planes such as a
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Cessna 152 or 172. Otherwise, the plane would have flipped
over. Then the person would walk with the plane to the tiedown
area. We called those guys the wing walkers.” I thank her for the
interesting story and think, “Here is the theme for my story about
this trip!”
The next day, we take the earliest possible shuttle to the airport, refuel the plane, and take off shortly after 7 pm. The wind
is already 20 kts gusting to 27. At 1,000 ft AGL, the air becomes
smooth, and we climb at 70 kts groundspeed. At the Mojave airport, the mountain is already producing low level clouds, fortunately not of the lenticular or rotor variety. We pass under the
clouds, then climb in earnest at 300 ft/min.
The rate-of-climb needle creeps up: 400 ft/min, 500 ft/min,
it just keeps going. Soon we have 1,000 ft/min, then even more,
1,500 ft/min, and finally the needle reaches the peg at 2,000
ft/min. The altimeter winds up like a toy. Soon we reach 9,000
ft, then 10,000 ft. The entire process is in completely smooth air.
The first feeling of “Wow, this is really fun” is gradually
replaced by a growing worry. How high can we be pitched up?
At 10,500 ft altitude, I lower the nose, first a little, then a lot.
First the rate-of-climb needle does not move, but finally it leaves
the peg, goes down to 1,500 ft/min, and stays there. The nose of
the plane is way down, we are climbing like the blazes, and the
ground speed is 100 kts. What a strange sensation!
To my relief, the rate-of-climb needle begins to drop, first
slowly, then faster. The rate goes down to 1,000 ft/min, 500
ft/min, 0, then -500 ft/min, -1,000 ft/min, -1,500 ft/min. The needle reaches the peg at -2,000 ft/min. While this goes on I repeatedly retrim the plane and add power. We become nose high, are
indicating 65 kts, yet are dropping like a rock. Just like the
climb, the rapid descent is in completely smooth air. It feels
eerie. The descent rate slows, finally reaches 0. We are nose high
at 65 kts, in level flight, and the groundspeed has dropped to 45
kts. I am reminded of the day before, or, as Yogi Berra once said,
“It is deja vu all over again.”
But now I am ready to try a different strategy. I lower the
nose and allow the plane to descend further, finally reaching
6,500 ft. We are 2,000 ft AGL, the minimum recommended
altitude for crossing a mountain. The ground speed increases
to 60 kts, and we are making progress. In 20 minutes we are
on the west side of the mountain, descend into the valley, and
head north.
The groundspeed goes to 85 kts, and in 2 hrs we are at the
destination airport, Merced, California. We land, tie down, get
the waiting rental car, load the camping gear, do a quick on-theramp oil change without spilling a drop since we have spent
about 20 hrs in the air, and are off eastbound. Going where? To
Yosemite National Park, for a wonderful week of camping and
hiking in one of America’s wonderlands.
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For Sale Services, Parts and Other:
Acro Sport II Two-seater aerobatic biplane project.
Plansbuilt to 70%. Wonderful craftsmanship. Tom Davies
972-243-8667 artguytom@sbcglobal.net
AVMAP EKP NT II GPS, huge 6 3/8" diagonal screen, very
good sunlight viewing, HSI, Moving map, Down to a _ mi.
scale, monochrome (not color), strap to leg or mount, 2yrs
old, carry case. $800 contact Bill Pappas 214-956 9444,
bspappas1@earthlink.net.
Parting out Glasair, instrument panel and fire wall forward
minus engine. Lots of parts to comlete Glasair. Call Tim
Thompson 972 347 2025

$460.00, will sell for $275.00. Call Haden Cowdrey, home
214-528-4587, cell 214-478-6297.
Apollo 618 Loran w/tray & antenna $200; Collins VIR 351
nav unit (working well when removed) $400; noise cancelling headset, mike inop, $35.
Call Harry Gresham, 214 348 2772; cell 214 289 313;
Fax 214 348 6565; hgresh@juno.com
RV-8 Empennage kit: only 5% completed; tools also; taking
offers.
Call Call John Rollow at 972/503-3611 or e-mail at
neck101@earthlink.net

Aluminum Sheet, 20 pieces available, .025" X 48" X 144",
7075 T6 alloy, 17.28 lbs per sheet, MAKE OFFER. Contact
Don Drake, 214-352-1028 home, 214-693-7368 cell,
donjo4@swbell.net
Airborne Vacuum Pump Model 241CC - 0 hours since
complete rebuild with new parts. This vacuum pump is a
heavy duty unit designed for aircraft with a vacuum driven
auto pilot. If you want a vacuum pump with some extra muscle that will fit and run from a standard vacuum pump drive
pad this one will do the job. Original cost of rebuilt pump-
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We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, and/or
media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience accounts.
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