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Idaho Mountain Flying
By Michael Stephan
Photos courtesy of Don Christiansen

If you spend much time with Jay Pratt
you would know that he likes camping
and flying and has wanted to explore the
Idaho Back country airstrips.  Last
month, Jay in his RV-6, Don Christian-
sen in the RV-8 and Rich Rudolph in his
RV-6A flew to Idaho to spend a week in
the woods.  Don gave us a little tease at
last month’s meeting, as he had just re-
turned a few days earlier.  Don was kind
enough to share pictures with me (digital
cameras are great), and after seeing
them, I got the urge to go with them the next time they go.
The pictures were all postcard perfect.  Most of the days
were spent hiking through the wilderness.  The hikes
ended with an afternoon nap.

All of the runways were grass strips that are nestled in
the valley/ drainage of the surrounding mountains.  So, the
approaches were down in the valleys and around the

mountains and then finally the runway would come into
sight.  Being in the mountain drainage, all the strips had a

creek nearby.  Hence all of the
airports had “creek” in their
name.  All the runways ran
downhill toward the creek, so
landings were uphill and
takeoffs downhill.  Once on
the ground, the time spent
exploring was worth every bit
of work getting in.

The first airport visited was
Moose Creek.  During the hike
around Moose Creek, Don
decided to cool his heels.  He
said the water was too cold to

get in to very far.  The airport after that was Big Creek.
There are cabins and a restaurant there.  But, the restaurant
only served breakfast, since nobody flies in there in the
heat of the day.  Also, Don said don’t expect a menu.
They bring you what is prepared for that day.  The cover
photo is of Jay and Don in front of their planes at the
Moose Creek runway.
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Oct. 5 Chapter Meeting
T h e  O c t o b e r

Chapter meeting
will be on Tuesday
October 5th. It will
be held at the
Farmers Branch
Library, located on
the northwest corner
of Webb Chapel and
Golfing Green Dr.
The meeting will be
held in the audito-
rium and will begin
at 6:30 p.m. and
finish by 9:00 p.m.

T h i s  m o n t h ' s
speaker will be Gene Bland (redux). We scheduled Gene
for last month, but his changing schedule forced us to
move him to this month. We are glad to have him speak.
The program will be a discussion on aircraft maintenance
issues and accident prevention. Gene is a FAA mainte-
nance inspector and is a very good speaker. Aircraft need
maintenence and you need to do it right. So be sure to at-
tend.

-Michael Stephan

Oct 9th Chapter Fly-In
Our monthly fly-in thin month is the Fifth Annual Chili

Cook-Off with the McKinney Chapter. The Cook Off will
be at McKinney in the new hangars north of the fire sta-
tion. Every year this event is one of our best, most fun,
and delicious. More details are in the article by Ann As-
berry in this newsletter. So come on out for a hot bowl of
chili and some good time with you flying friends.

See you there.

-Michael Stephan

Oct. 26 Newsletter Assembly
The November newsletter will be assembled on Tuesday

October 26th at 7 pm at the home of Don and Linda
Christiansen at 515 Softwood Circle in Duncanville. If
you need directions they can be reached at 972-298-6531.

Don and Linda are great hosts and we always enjoy our
time there.

-Michael Stephan

Oct 12 Board of Directors Meeting
The Oct BOD meeting will be held on Oct 12th at the

Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM.  The minutes
from the September BOD meeting recorded by Clay
Romeiser are as follows:

Directors in attendance: Clay Romeiser, Michael
Stephan , David Cheek, Monroe McDonald, Don Chris-
tiansen, John Phillips, Sam Cooper, Jim Quinn, Don Wil-
cox, Jerry Mrazek

We discussed the upcoming event calendar:

• The Abilene, TX airshow will be on September 25th.

•  The October 9th fly-in will be held at McKinney and
will be the Chili cook off.  (11:00)

• The November 13 fly-in will be held at Stephenville, at
the Hard 8 BBQ at 11:30

• The November meeting will be held on the 9th instead
of the 2nd because of election day.  We will also hold
the meeting at the new Frontiers of Flight museum.

• The Holiday party will be held on December 7th.

•  The December 11 fly-in will held at Air Salvage near
the Lancaster airport

•  The December newsletter folding will be held at Mel
and Ann Asberry's.

•  The board discussed additional advertising and a mail-
ing to draw new members to our meeting on November
9.  The Board voted to authorize up to $100 to spend on
a mailing.

•  Jim Quinn spoke about the upcoming Young Eagles
event to be held on October 9.  Pilots and participants
will need special clearance to enter the base. More in-
formation will be coming soon.

•  Michael Stephan gave the treasurers report.  The total
assets at the end of August are $8578.  There are a total
of 116 paid members.

•  The Board discussed the possibility of replacing the
LCD projector.  Several options were considered, in-
cluding buying a new one, renting one as needed, or
borrowing one from the Library.  A decision will be
made at the next meeting pending the results of the re-
search into the various options.
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A Message from the President
John Phillips

THE MOST IMPORTANT LETTER IN
VOLUNTEER IS “YOU”

Ah, you can hear it starting already can’t you. Another
Phillips’ sermon from the bully pulpit. Well, you’re right.

This is the 23rd occasion of my writing for the newslet-
ter. I will confess that sometimes the call from Michael
Stephen to “publish or perish” comes at an inconvenient
time, and this is one of those times so this sermon will be
short - but it is an important one so read it thoughtfully.

The Chapter - we, the members, will elect our new offi-
cers on October 5th. I am leaving on vacation that eve-
ning, but I intend to conduct the election before I leave -
just to make sure we really elect a new President, and so
that Sam Cooper doesn’t sneak my name onto the ballot in
my absence! I have told you that I have enjoyed serving
you as President of the Chapter, and I most certainly and
genuinely have. From time to time it has meant a little
sacrifice  for me, but if I had not served, I never would
have become as well acquainted with many of you. I
would not have had the excuse to get out of the house in
the evening nearly as often. I would not have had the fun
of presiding on Tuesday nights, nor the real enjoyment of
presenting “first flight” plaques to Clay Romeiser and Jay
Pratt. I would not have had the satisfaction of knowing
that I did  (or at least tried to do) this job as well as I
could.

But, it’s time that I pass the baton. It would have been
very easy for me to say “sure, sign me up for another
year” when Sam told me that he and Don Christiansen had
received only negative responses to their inquiries of po-
tential nominees. But that would also have been too easy
for the Chapter - we, the members. It’s a volunteer organi-
zation - we each joined voluntarily because we each saw
something in the Chapter that appealed to us - something
in which we wanted to participate. We stay members vol-
untarily and pay our exorbitant dues and come to meetings
because we continue to enjoy the camaraderie, the oppor-
tunity to talk aviation with like souls, the programs that
David Cheek and John Peyton have arranged for us for the
past 2 years, the newsletters that Michael Stephen and
Marvin Brott and others produce and publish for us, the
festivities that Mel and Ann As berry host, and on, and on.
The Chapter appeals to all of us, to each of us differently,
but to all of us nonetheless - and it’s only because some of
us (that’s a rhetorical “us” - I’m not patting anybody on

the back)  - we, the
members, volunteer a
little of ourselves to
serve the Chapter.

Somewhere,  out
there among us - we,
the members, is that
person whose “inner
self” yearns to be re-
leased - to serve as
President - to pick up
the newsletter pen,
and to take over the
microphone on the
bully pulpit. I am
hoping and praying
that this column reaches that “inner self” before election
day. If you hear me “inner self”, don’t be afraid, don’t
hold back - come forward, pick up the phone now and call
Sam Cooper - put your name on the ballot!!

Amen!

PS - I’ll try to remember to write about flying next
month.
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News and Notes
By Michael Stephan

Young Eagles

On Saturday October 9th, Chapter 168 will have a Young
Eagle Event at the Joint Reserve Base in Ft. Worth.  Jim
Quiin has been working on this for several months and he
now has all the details done.  We will be flying the chil-
dren of deployed or soon to be deployed pilots and sol-
diers.  Jim expects around 20 to 30 kids and if things go
well, we will be able to do more of these in the future.

Since we will be operating out of a military base, there
will be some procedures that we must follow.  Jim Quinn
has that information.  So, if you want to participate be sure
and contact him and get those procedures.  His informa-
tion is in the back of the newsletter.

We will be flying at 8:30a.m., so be there before then.  If
we get started early we will be finished in time to make it
to the Chili Cook-Off in McKinney.  That would be the
topper on a pretty good day.

Young Eagles Warning
From EAA National

Dear EAA Member and Young Eagles supporter:

It has come to our attention that an individual or group
has been contacting EAA Members by telephone claiming
to be conducting a survey on behalf of EAA in support of
the Young Eagles Program.  The caller often inquires
about the type of aircraft you fly, the certificates you hold
and other information regarding your flying activities.
EAA is NOT currently conducting any surveys of our
members regarding the Young Eagles program; however,
we are asking for your assistance in helping us determine
the extent of this apparently fraudulent activity and the
motives behind it.

If you or someone you know has recently received a call
of this nature or are contacted with something similar in
the near future, please report the event immediately to the
EAA Government Relations Department by replying to
this e-mail at govt@eaa.org or calling us directly at 920-
426-6522.  Please note the date and time of the survey
call, the nature of the questions you are asked, and any
other observations you may have about the call.  Please
also be sure to let us know how we can best contact you to
follow up, if necessary.

Thank you for your support and assistance.
Earl, Doug, Randy and Kathy
EAA Government Relations Team

2005 Officer Nominations
By Sam Cooper

 The elections for the 2005 Officer positions will be held during

our October 5th Chapter Meeting. As this issue of Hangar Ech-
oes went to press, the nominees were as follows:

President              Sam Cooper
Vice President      Ron Bonnette
Treasurer             Michael Stephan
Secretary              John Peyton

Prior to the election, nominations from the floor for ad-
ditional candidates will be accepted. The nominations
committee (Sam Cooper, Don Christiansen) would like to
thank these members for stepping forward to serve the
Chapter.

Fifth Annual Chili Cook-Off
By Ann Asberry

Date:  Saturday October 9 from 10 AM to about 2 PM.

The location for the Chili cook-off is at Pete Huff's han-
gar #2529. If you are flying to TKI, ask ground for direc-
tions to the west MOHA (Mow-a) hangars. If your driving
in, turn left just before the fire station, which is the first
building on your left as you enter the airport. There will be
signs directing where to turn and of course go through the
security gate. It will be manned or left open. His hangar is
on the west side near the north end. I think it will be fairly
obvious. Contact me if you have any questions.

The theme again is "HAVE FUN"!!

Even though you may not consider yourself to be a good
Chili cook we want to make this another FUN event so
take the plunge and try your hand at fixin' a "Bit of the
Red". The more cooks; the merrier!!

All Chili should be cooked at home and brought to the
event. There is electricity for crock pots, but if you have a
camp stove or the like, bring it to keep your Chili warm.
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Remember to bring a big spoon too. Naming your Chili is
encouraged, it adds to the FUN part. Even though Chili is
a meat dish, by Texas definition, beans or vegetarian is
OK, but, no road or runway kill, please. Cooks should
plan to make at least 12, 8 oz servings (2 to 2 1/2 quarts).
More is very welcome because we always run out and
never know exactly how many folks to count on attending.
All Chili must be HOT and READY by 11 AM so we can
harvest the samples for the judges. After that is done the
eating will begin. You can also be a judge and vote for
your favorite Chili for the People’s Choice award. Prizes
will be awarded around 12:30 or so whenever the judges
reach their decision. A suggested donation of $3.00 will
get you a bowl, spoon and a drink plus condiments and
dessert. Additional drinks are a suggested donation of 50
cents each. All Chili contest entrants will get two free
bowls, etc. The Chapter is furnishing utensils, crackers,
Fritos, cheese, chopped onion, dessert and Pepto Bismol.

Need volunteers to bring some dessert!! Call Ann As-
berry, 972-784-7544, if you will volunteer to bring a des-
sert or need further information. We will also need some
folks to help with the "puttin' up and tear'n down" too, so
show up early or stay late to lend a hand.

This is an all weather event, rain or shine, flyin' or not.

Y'ALL COME!!

Upcoming Events
Local

Oct 2-3 Fina-CAF AIRSHO 2004 Commemorative Air
Force Midland International Airport Midland, Texas
AGENDA: Features the CAF's WWII Airpower Demo &
world renowned "Tora! Tora! Tora!" plus over 80 war-
birds on display. SITE: CAF Headquarters, American
Airpower Heritage Museum, 9600 Wright Drive, Midland,
TX FFI: Tina CorbettÊ 432/563-1000, ext. 2231 or visit
Website: www.airsho.org

Saturday, Oct 9, - Mt. Vernon, TX.Franklin County
Airport (F53). 2004 Octoberfest Fly-in. You don't want to

miss this one! Franklin County Airport (F53) in Mt.
Vernon, TX is sponsoring the 2004 Octoberfest Fly-in!
This years Fly-in will feature a Great early morning break-
fast from 7 am to 10 am, lunch at 11 am to 1 pm, over-
night camping (with facilities) for those who wish to come
early on Friday night and shuttle service to the city of Mt.
Vernon for their Octoberfest Celebration on the Square.
Assorted vendors and food. All around good fellowship
and tall tales. Contact: Mark McEnturff, Phone: 903-537-
4 4 3 8 ,  E m a i l :  info@openairnet.com,  U R L :
http://www.fun-places-to-fly.com/f53/events.asp

Friday - Sunday, Oct 15-17 Las Cruces, NM Land of
Enchantment RV Fly-In.
http://www.vansairforce.net/loe/loervfi.htm

Friday - Sunday, Oct 15-17 - Gordonville, TX. Cedar
Mills 8th Annual Safety Seminar & Splash-In -
http://www.cedarmills.com Cedar Mills, Seawings &
Wings-Participants earn credit towards their Seawings &
Wings awards. Forums-Presented by the FAA, SPA, avia-
tion instructors & representatives of aviation equipment
manufacturers & avionics industry. Flying Events-
Scheduled for Saturday & Sunday. Contact: Rich Worstell
(903) 523-4899, valiant@texoma.net

Saturday - Sunday, Oct 16-17, 2004 — Houston, TX.
Wings Over Houston
http://www.wingsoverhouston.com, Ell ington Field
(E F D ), Thunderbirds, Greg Poe, Jimmy Frank-
lin,Tora,Paul Fiala,Bobby Yonkin,Ed Hammil,USAF,
CAF,fighters,bombers,cargo, & vintage aircraft flying &
on display. 713-266-4492

Saturday, Oct 23, - Granbury, TX. FALL FLY-IN Pan-
cake Breakfast. Granbury Municipal (GDJ), Contact: John
Holt 817/570-8533

National

Thursday - Sunday, Oct 7-10 - Phoenix, AZ. Copper-
state Regional Fly In, Phoenix Regional Airport (A39).
www.copperstate.org
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Idaho Mountain Flying Continued
I f  you go

mountain flying
in Idaho you
usually spend
some time in
McCall.  Several
bear carvings
make their home
in front of the
Hol iday  Inn
there.  From
McCall, the next

airport was Johnson Creek.  When hiking the trails at
Johnson Creek you can find a cast iron bathtub on the side

of the mountain.
There is a hot-spring
nearby and a hose
taps into that spring
to fill the tub.  Don
was the only one
brave enough to take
the plunge into the
hot tub.  As you can
see, he soaked up a
million dollar view.

While at one of the
airports in Idaho,
Don and the group
were surprised to see

local flyers Chuck Wilson and Mark Artizone from Aero-
Country.  Small world.

After visiting the mountains of Idaho, on the way back
south Don, Jay and Rich stopped in at Zion National Park
in Utah and then at Bryce Canyon.  According to Don,
these places are visited less often by Americans than Yel-
lowstone or the Grand Canyon.  But, Zion and Bryce Can-
yon are more spectacular in his opinion.

The next stop was Kolob Canyon National Park.  While
hiking through the canyon Don heard a woman singing as
if she were standing next to him.  They hiked on a bit fur-
ther until they stumbled on to a natural amphitheater
where the woman was singing.  When she stopped Jay
coaxed her to sing some more, so she sang a love song to
her boyfriend who was with her.  Don said it was amaz-
ing.  That was one of the many highlights of the trip.

The tour ended with a stop in St. George, which is a
place I am very familiar with.  While working for an air
tanker company fighting fires in the area, we stayed at the
hotel in the picture for over a week.  My room overlooked
the horseshoe canyon that the town of St. George is nes-
tled in.  At night the lights made for a spectacular view,
and in the mornings I would sit on my balcony and watch
the sun come up over the canyon.

Mountain flying is a topic we would love to hear about
at a Chapter Meeting, and Don gave me some sage advice
that he learned on this trip.  The most important reminder
was density altitude.  During the day the temperature
would reach 90 degrees, and performance really drops off.
Even in an RV, Don said leaving in the afternoon is risky.
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He said if you
wait till the
sun goes down
a bit in the
early evening
a n d  t h e

temperature
d r o p s  2 0

degrees,
performance is
much better
a n d  t h e

departure
much safer.
Coming out of
Big Creek (the
cover photo)
which has a
3 4 0 0  f t
runway  a t

5400 ft elevation, Don said they didn’t get aloft until the
last 1000 ft, which is where the incline begins.  He said
that was the last time they took off in the afternoon heat.
He also noticed that Jay was leaving them on climb-out
and wanted to figure out why.  All the airplanes had con-
stant speed props, but Jay was getting more from his.  Af-
ter doing some research at a local prop repair shop, Don
discovered what was happening.  Don was running his
engine at redline (2800 rpm) to get the maximum amount
of power out of his engine.  Rich Rudolph was running
about 2700 rpm.  Jay was running at about 2400 rpm.
Don found out that, at the higher density altitudes, the
propeller becomes less efficient at a flatter pitch.  To get a
better bite of the air the slower rpm was more efficient.
Don then remembered what Bruce Bohannon said at a
Chapter Meeting, that as he climbs into the thin air, he
adjusts the rpm down to get the most efficient climb.  So,
I’m sure if I look up the power charts of the engine and
the efficiency charts of the propeller at different density
altitudes I will find the best climb for mountain flying.

This looks like a fun week.  Don said he can’t wait to go
back.  I might be in for some of that fun.  I hope that at
some meeting I can share with you the pictures Don gave
me.  I only wish we had more newsletter room to show
them all.  So stay tuned.
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Light Sport Aircraft and the Sport
Pilot
By Michael Stephan

Ever since Oshkosh and for a time before, we have been
hearing about the new Sport Pilot and Light Sport Air-
craft.  For the last several months, every magazine I read
has an article explaining the new rule and its ramifications
on recreational aviation.  So much ink has been used in the
explanations that I think I am beginning to understand
what this new rule is.  So confident am I that I will add to
the pile of print with my own understanding.  But, if you
want a better and more detailed analysis, read the article in
the October Kitplanes issue.  They did the best explaining
it, and were the least confusing.

The rule applies to two things, the pilot (The Sport Pilot
License) and the Light Sport Aircraft (LSA) definition.

Like most things in the electronics industry, your private
pilot license is backward compatible.  Which means if you
hold a private pilot license you enjoy all the privileges of
the sport Pilot license as well.  If you have no license, you
can acquire the Sport Pilot License with instruction, be-
tween 10 – 20 hours (15 dual, 5 solo) of flight time, some
ground school, pass a knowledge test and a practical exam
(both oral and flight portions), and have a driver’s license
in lieu of a medical certificate.  The medical requires that
you self assess your health to qualify yourself for flight.
The controversy here pertains to those who lost their pre-
vious medical certification and will not be allowed to self
certify under the Sport Pilot license.  EAA is currently
working on a way to make it easier for pilots, who have
lost their medical, to be able to acquire one for a Sport
Pilot license, I won’t try to explain all the medical excep-
tions.  I will leave that research to those it applies to.  But,
I will say that if you are going to lose your medical at your
next exam, don’t take the exam and just move down to the
Sport Pilot license and then self assess your health.

The Sport Pilot license also requires a biennial flight re-
view, and your flight time as a Sport Pilot will apply to-
ward higher licenses.

Now the more complicated part of the rule: the Light
Sport Aircraft (LSA).

The simple definition is a fixed gear, single reciprocat-
ing engine, fixed pitch (or ground adjustable) propeller
aircraft with two seats or less, a max speed of 120 knots,
clean stall maximum of 45 knots, and a gross weight of
1320 lbs.  There are exceptions for seaplanes regarding
landing gear and gross weight.

Now that we have a definition of what a LSA is, now
comes the confusing part.  How do we get one and how do
we maintain it?

If you have a previously certified aircraft that meets the
above definition, like a Cub or a Champ, a Sport pilot can
fly it, and maintenance rules are the same as they would
normally be for that certified aircraft. But, what if you
want a new airplane?

For new aircraft there are two possibilities.  They are the
Special Light Sport Aircraft (SLSA) and the Experimental
Light Sport Aircraft (ELSA).

The SLSA is a manufacturer built, and ready to fly air-
plane.  The design will not be certified by the FAA, but
instead the industry will create a set of “consensus stan-
dards” that will be required for every aircraft.   Each air-
craft sold will be accompanied with a manufacturer
certificate stating that it meets the consensus standards.
The aircraft will also need an airworthiness certificate is-
sued from the FAA and those won’t be issued till January
2005, assuming that all the standards for construction and
inspection has been finalized.  Mel Asberry, local D.A.R.,
expects to attend the meeting in December in which these
airworthiness specifications will be discussed.  Now that
you have a new airplane, how can you maintain it?   The
aircraft owner can do any preventative maintenance, as is
the rule for other aircraft in other categories, but other
than that the permissions vary.  A&P mechanics can do all
maintenance, inspections, and repairs, as you would ex-
pect.  Authority is also granted to those who hold the
Light Sport Maintenance Repairman Certificate (LS-M).
This certificate is earned by completing an 80-120 hour
course.  A LS-M can only perform those procedures that
are spelled out in the manufacturer’s maintenance manuals
and in which the person has received the proper training.

Now, if you don’t mind doing some of the assembly,
then you can purchase an Experimental Light Sport Air-
craft (ELSA).  The 51% rule does not apply to these kits.
Depending on what the manufacturer offers you can get a
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set of plans (0%), or a 99% complete kit.  But, there is one
caveat.  The manufacturer must design and build a proto-
type design that meets the SLSA certification for that
model, and the builder must strictly follow the manufac-
turer’s assembly instructions.  No modifications can be
made to the design.  Another way to get an ELSA is to
decertify an existing two-seat ultralight, also referred to as
the “fat” ultralight, into the ELSA type.  This must be
done before August of 2007, since the exception that the
fat ultralight has been operating under will expire.  Now
who can maintain an ELSA?  The same requirements as
the SLSA apply with one addition.  The owner of the
ELSA can acquire a Light-Sport Inspection Certificate
(LS-I) that enables him/her to perform the annual inspec-
tion only on the ELSA he/she owns.  The certificate re-
quires only 16 hours of training, and the holder of the
certificate does not have to be the builder of the aircraft.
The LS-M and LS-I certificates are not restricted to one
make and model, but instead to a designated group of
similar aircraft.  Also, a person with an LS-I can do the
annual on any ELSA they currently, or subsequently, own.

That is the Light Sport Aircraft and Sport Pilot in a nut-
shell.   There are many more details that should be inves-
tigated if you have a specific use for the Light Sport
Aircraft.

As I look at this new rule, I have a few opposing
thoughts.  First, it doesn’t apply to me yet, since I have a
good medical, am a private pilot and am finishing an air-
plane that is well outside the boundaries of the LSA defi-
nition.  Then I thought about how the Recreational Pilot
certificate, that has been around a while, really didn’t cre-
ate the pilot explosion it was promised to do.  But, I think
this rule has a good chance of success since it will be more
manufacturer driven.  Airplanes being built for this new
rule will be marketed strongly, especially to the wanna-be
pilot. Therefore, creating more pilots.  I have several
friends who would love to learn to fly, but the Private Pi-
lot license and the cost of a current type of airplane really
discourages them.  This will be a way for them to get in at
a lower level, build time and work their way into higher
ratings and higher performing airplanes.  This can be
nothing but good for aviation in general.  If this rule had
been out 10 years ago, I’m sure I would be a Sport Pilot
working on an ELSA.

While discussing my thoughts with Mel he had a few
opinions as well, if you can believe that.  His concerns lie
mostly with the manufacturers deciding on the “consensus
standards”.  Mel said that was “like letting the fox guard
the hen house.”  But with the standards yet to be decided
on, we will have to take a wait and see approach.  Also, a
non-partisan (if such a thing could ever exist) entity, that

would decide if a design and prototype met the agreed
upon standards, would enhance safety and reliability.

So, if this summary was too rudimentary, there is plenty
more information on the subject in print out there.  Just
stop and buy any aviation magazine.

Safe Harbor
By Mel Asberry

A couple of weeks ago Doug Reeves put out feelers on
his web site to find temporary homes for RVs that needed
to hide from Hurricane Ivan. I swapped e-mails with Jason
Sneed who’s RV-6 lives at Fort Walton Beach.

It looked like Ivan was aiming for his hangar. He had a
cylinder off to

replace a leaking exhaust valve, discovered during An-
nual. Early Monday morning he met with his mechanic to
get the engine back together. After tending to other storm
preparations he went out to the airport early Tuesday
morning and found an oil leak. The leak turned out to be a
torn valve cover gasket, so he replaced it and headed for
Texas. He arrived here late afternoon and spent 3 days
with us. We showed him the new Frontiers of Flight Mu-
seum at Love Field on Wednesday, and Thursday he and I
flew a little formation over to Jay Pratt's RV Central.
Midday Friday he left to meet up with his girl friend in
Indianapolis where she was in an ice skating competition.
He was planning to return to Florida on Monday or Tues-
day. Haven't heard from him since then. His biggest

concern was how to get his car out of the hangar with no
electricity.

This is just one more way that homebuilders help each
other out when they can.

Upon returning to his home base Jason wrote back:

“Well I made it back home, I have power and water but
no cable/phone/internet. Thanks for all you guys did for
me.”
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Pat Johnson’s RV-7A
By Michael Stephan

Even though Ben is doing the bulk of the building of the
project, I am still calling it Pat’s RV-7A since Ben has the
finished RV-6A.  Last month we checked on the progress
of the RV while folding the September newsletter at the
flight school that Ben and Pat started last year at the Mes-
quite airport.  The airplane is currently making its way
through the fuselage stage. Ben hopes to have the airplane
finished some time next spring, and he is well under way
to doing that.

While looking at the project fuselage, Ben and Pat told
us of a finished RV-9 a few hangar rows down.  What?
Two RVs on the same field?    We had to go take a look.
They mentioned that it was a beautiful airplane, and it
was.  This is the second RV project for this builder and he
has learned his lessons well.  If you are familiar with the
RV series you would know that the tail dragging version
of the RV-9 is pretty rare.  I have only seen two of them.
Being partial to the tail dragger (I don’t know why) and
knowing the great handling qualities of the RV-9, would
make this the perfect side-by-side airplane for me.

We had a nice trip to Mesquite and to the flight school.
Pat said they are doing their share of minting new pilots.
In fact, a pilot had soloed for the first time that night, and
he is minus one t-shirt.

We thank the Johnson’s for their hospitality.  Pat really
does a great job providing food for our traveling band of
newsletter folders.  We hope to be back again to check on
the progress of Pat’s RV-7A.
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1967 Mooney
M20F. Great IFR
platform, excellent
condition. 3484TT,

1442SMOH,
300SPOH.

Updated panel
w i t h  K X 1 5 5 ,

KX175B, Dual G/S,KN-62,KR87,KMA-24, Strikefinder,
standby vacuum. $63,000 972-306-5611

Prop Extension - For O-360 using a Sensenich fixed
pitch metal prop. For 1/2" bolts, 2 1/4" thick X 6"dia.
Brand new, never used. Half price - $100. Dean Fellows
972-732-0919

Acro Sport II Two-seater aerobatic biplane project.
Plansbuilt to 70%. Wonderful craftsmanship. Tom Davies
972-243-8667 ¥ artguytom@sbcglobal.net

AVMAP EKP NT II GPS, huge 6 3/8" diagonal screen,
very good sunlight viewing, HSI, Moving map, Down to
a _ mi. scale, monochrome (not color), strap to leg or
mount, 2yrs old, carry case. $800 contact Bill Pappas
214-956 9444, bspappas1@earthlink.net.

Parting out Glasair, instrument panel and fire wall
forward minus engine. Lots of parts to comlete Glasair.
Call Tim Thompson 972 347 2025
Aluminum Sheet, 20 pieces available, .025" X 48" X
144", 7075 T6 alloy, 17.28 lb's per sheet, MAKE OFFER.
Contact Don Drake, 214-352-1028 home, 214-693-7368
cell, donjo4@swbell.net

Airborne Vacuum Pump Model 241CC - 0 hours since
complete rebuild with new parts. This vacuum pump is a
heavy duty unit designed for aircraft with a vacuum
driven auto pilot. If you want a vacuum pump with some
extra muscle that will fit and run from a standard vacuum
pump drive pad this one will do the job. Original cost of
rebuilt pump- $460.00, will sell for $275.00. Call Haden
Cowdrey, home 214-528-4587, cell 214-478-6297.

Apollo 618 Loran w/tray & antenna $200; Collins VIR
351 nav unit (working well when removed) $400; noise
cancelling headset, mike inop, $35.
Call Harry Gresham, 214 348 2772; cell 214 289 313;
Fax 214 348 6565; hgresh@juno.com

RV-8 Empennage kit: only 5% completed; tools also;
taking offers. Call Call John Rollow at 972/503-3611 or
e-mail at neck101@earthlink.net
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We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format,
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