First Flight N898DK, May 30, 2005
By Chris Pratt

Future Memorial Days will hold an additional significance for me now. Not only will I think of the brave men
and women who fought and sacrificed for our country, but
I’ll also remember the first flight of my RV-8, N898DK,
taken on Memorial Day, May 30, 2005. The flight was the
culmination of more than six years of building, and learning as I tackled my first airplane project.

Building my own airplane is something I have dreamed
about since I was a kid putting together plastic model airplanes, then balsa, then control line models (I never got to
the radio control stage – by that time I was thinking about
flying and building the real thing.) All the usual obstacles
of life (work, money, time, etc.) prevented me from actually starting a project until January 1999 when that middle-age thought “If not now, when?” entered my mind and
I took the plunge.
Both my younger brother and a good friend
encouraged me to build the RV-8. My
brother wanted one, the friend already had
one well on the way, and both thought the –8
was the coolest thing going. The fact that I
had purchased a set of plans for an RV-3 way
back in 1974 only helped to make the decision unanimous for the more modern -8.
The details of the build process are too
lengthy to go into, but suffice it to say that I
did indeed get an education, as intended.
Continued on page 4
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July 5th Chapter Meeting
The
July
Chapter meeting
will
be
on
Tuesday July 5th.
It will be held at
the
Farmers
Branch Library,
located on the
northwest corner
of Webb Chapel
and Golfing Green
Dr. The meeting
will be held in the
auditorium and
will begin at 6:30
p.m. and finish by
9:00 p.m.
The Speaker
for this meeting will be J.W. “Corkey” Fornof. You may
not know the name, but you have seen his work. Corkey
is a prolific stunt pilot for the motion picture and TV industries. He has been in numerous movies, TV shows,
commercials, music videos, etc. Some of his more high
profile appearances include the BD5 jet scenes in the
James Bond movies, as well as the DeHavilland Beaver
scenes in Six Days, Seven Nights. If you would like to
know more about Corkey, he has a web site at
www.corkeyfornof.com. I’m sure their will be plenty of
interesting stories during this presentation. It will be one
of the best programs of the year, so don’t miss it.
-Michael Stephan

July 9th Chapter Fly-In
Our monthly will be Saturday July 9th to Spinks airport
south of Ft Worth.. We will have breakfast at the Cracker
Barrel restaurant nearby. This will be another breakfast/early morning/beat the heat fly-in. We will meet on
the Spinks ramp near the FBO at 8:00 A.M. We will then
make the short walk over to the Cracker Barrel by 8:15. If
you drive in, you can meet us at the FBO and drive a few
to the restaurant.
It has been a while since we have been to Spinks, and it
will be good to go back. I will see you there.

July 12th Board Meeting
The BOD meeting will be held on July. 12th at the
Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM. The minutes
from the June BOD meeting recorded by John Peyton are
as follows:
Directors in attendance: Mel Asberry, Ron Bonnette,
David Cheek, Don Christiansen, Sam Cooper, Bruce
Fuller, Monroe McDonald, John Peyton, and Michael
Stephan.
•

Ron Bonette announced that Corkey Fornof would be
the speaker for the chapter meeting on July 5, 2005.

•

The July board meeting will be on July 12, 2005 at the
Library.

•

The July flyin will be on July 9, 2005 at Spinks at
8:00 A.M. for breakfast.

•

There was a brief discussion of Don Christiansen's
upcoming trip to Idaho.

•

The July newsletter folding will be at the home of Ron
Bonnette.

•

Michael Stephan reported that the treasurey is solvent.

•

Sam Cooper submitted to EAA national the materials
for the 2005 Newsletter Editor Award entry.

•

Mel Asberry initiated a discussion of light sport aircraft.

•

Michael Stephan announced that the newsletter layout
editor, Tom Davies, has relinquished he duties. Michael will do the layout if no one else volunteers.

•

Monroe Mc Donald discussed his upcoming move to
Arizona.

July 26th Newsletter Assembly
The August newsletter will be assembled on Tuesday
July 26th at 7 pm at the home of Ron and Sue Bonnette at
614 O'Phelan Lane in Garland. For directions call 972495-5845
We visited Ron last year and his RV-7 was well underway. Recently, he added the engine to the airframe, so
things are getting pretty serious. Ron is making steady
progress and the airframe will have lots to look at. So,
come on out and see the progress and mix and mingle with
other homebuilders. We will keep the newsletter folding
to a minimum.

-Michael Stephan
-Michael Stephan
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A Message from the President
By Sam Cooper
Congratulations are in order for Chris Pratt’s recent first
flight on May 30 in his RV-8, N898DK! Another well
built aircraft has taken to our local skies. Chris has written
a great article on this accomplishment for this month’s
issue of Hangar Echoes. I hope that you enjoy it as much
as I did. Chris is working hard to finish the “cosmetics” on
his RV-8, and should have it painted soon. Chris’ goal is
to fly to AirVenture this July. If you are there, look for his
airplane. Otherwise, come see it at one of our local fly-ins.
Congratulations Chris! I am looking forward to seeing
your RV-8 at one of our local events soon.
If your project seems to be lagging a bit at the moment, I
hope you can take some inspiration from Chapter 168’s
third successful first flight this year. Chris, Ken Nordman
and Michael Stephan have all shown us that it can be
done, and done very well. Keep plugging away and use
your fellow Chapter members for expertise, advice and
inspiration!
Other Chapter projects are also moving along. I understand that Robert Cullinan’s RV-9A has recently received
its airworthiness certificate. Don Bird has made great progress on his Lancair Legacy this year using the Lancair
builder assistance center in Oregon. Don is working on the
final details of this project. Mel Asberry’s Murphy Renegade is moving along at a good clip as Mel is already
working on the fuselage. Hopefully you will have checked
on his progress at our Chapter Summer Picnic and June
Hangar Echoes folding at the Asberry’s ShortStop airfield.

berry will be recognized as the 2005 recipient of EAA
National’s Tony Bingelis Award! I hope that a number of
Chapter 168 members can attend this event to show our
appreciation for all of Mel’s contributions to our projects
over the past two decades. Mel has contributed in many
ways to help us all build and fly safer and better aircraft. It
will be a special evening for Mel and Ann Asberry, I hope
that many of us will be able to share it with them.
I hope that everyone has a great, safe Fourth of July
holiday. I look forward to seeing everyone at our July 5
Chapter Meeting. Our guest speaker, Corkey Fornof, will
be very entertaining.
Remember to participate and enjoy the journey!

One of the Chapter 168 functions that I really enjoy are
the Hangar Echoes newsletter foldings and member project visits. We usually have a great social evening with
fellow members and a chance to see a member’s aircraft
project. It’s a pleasure to see the quality of workmanship
that many of our members achieve. It is also very instructive to see the different approaches and solutions to the
aircraft systems (avionics, firewall forward and trim) options that we all face when building an experimental category aircraft. Numerous Chapter members have hosted
these events over the last couple of years, however, we are
looking for additional volunteer hosts for the remainder of
2005. An aircraft project is not a requirement for hosting a
newsletter folding, and the refreshments can be very simple. If you are willing to host a newsletter folding, please
contact Michael Stephan, our Treasurer. I am looking forward to visiting some new projects later in the year.
I want to encourage everyone who is going to EAA’s
AirVenture later this summer on July 25-31 to attend the
Thursday night, July 28, evening program where Mel As-
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First Flight N898DK continued
Having started the project with little more than common
household tools, I now have a garage full of goodies that I
didn’t even know existed much less their intended use
prior to my project.

flight would be 10 days later after re-assembly and recovery from a nasty respiratory infection.
First flight was from Hicks Field (T67). The flight was
photographed by Doug Reeves of www.vansairforce.com,
“the” RV website. I got my fifteen minutes of fame as the
next day’s lead article (5/31/05). If you’re curious, you
should still be able to find it if you scroll through the archived stories on the site.
The first flight lasted about 30 minutes and, while not
totally uneventful, proved to me that Van had designed a
great airplane. The RV-8 is what my airline-pilot brother
calls a “pressure” airplane. You fly by making small
changes in pressure on the controls not large movements.
The RV-8 will do exactly what you tell it to do – and
quickly. I had no sooner pushed the throttle all the way
forward than I was airborne. And I mean really airborne.
The –8 climbs like the proverbial “homesick angel” and
you quickly find yourself trimming nose down to keep the
airplane at pattern altitude.

I have to say that one fact became clear over and over
again during the build process, tool manufacturers for the
most part seem to think that you already know how to use
the tool, so they don’t bother including instructions. This
can also be said for avionics manufacturers who figure
you now what type of connector you need (often an extra
item) and how to wire it. This is where an EAA technical
counselor and having access to builder-help websites is
invaluable. Fortunately, the RV series has great resources
both for the special tools you need, and websites with lots
of builder forums and discussion threads for reference.
And, of course, at Chapter 168 we have some very experienced and knowledgeable technical counselors.

My first thought on leveling off was that this airplane
was going to be a lot of fun to fly. It is very solid on the
controls, which gave me a great deal of confidence in the
airplane. I spent about 30 minutes getting comfortable
with the control feel, and then decided to land and check
everything out. My chase pilot was Danny King in his
RV-8. Danny flew wing and ran through speed and alti-

As to my first flight, I was standing in my garage in late
February, having spent a grand total of one day since the
New Year working on the project. My day job was becoming more and more demanding, leaving me very little
time for the project. At this point, my good friend and RV
evangelist, Danny King, observed that all I had left to do
was fiberglass work and final assembly and I could be
flying in a few months. At my current pace, I felt that
would be more like another 12-18 months. So he suggested I get some help. As it happened, Jay Pratt at RV
Central (Hicks Field), was just finishing an RV-8 project
and would soon have a slot available. So after a few phone
conversations, I loaded up my project in late March and
trucked it to Jay’s for the final push. Even at that, I still
thought it would be four to six months to finish. In reality,
it was two. Jay knows RV’s and works fast. So with his
help, my RV was ready for my DAR, our own Mel Asberry, to perform the inspection on May 20. It passed with
only minor squawks, which I fixed the same day. First

July 2005

Volume 36. Issue 7 Page 4

tude checks with me. This proved very important as my
airspeed indicator read about 15 mph too slow (an item for
the post-flight squawk list). I lowered the flaps and with
Danny’s help, established a comfortable approach speed.
My first landing, I’m proud to say, was a perfect wheel
landing, one that I can only hope to repeat every time I fly.
Post flight revealed a number of squawks – such as an
oil leak, and a heavy left wing. These are not unusual for a
new airplane and will keep me busy for a while, adjusting
this and that in order to get the airplane ready for serious
flying.
Some basic specs on the airplane: Empty weight is 1,087
pounds. Engine is a new Lycoming O-360-A1A, 180 HP
with a new Hartzell constant speed propeller. Instrument
panel is VFR with a single Garmin GNC250XL
GPS/Comm, Bendix/King KT76A transponder, E.I.
gauges for monitoring engine functions and power settings, RC Allen electric gyros for DG and AH (there is no
vacuum system), Bose headsets for noise reduction, and
for musical entertainment, I wired a plug into the PS Engineering Stereo Intercom for my iPod.
I think that the full impact of my RV-8 project has yet to
really settle in. All I can say is that it has been challenging, rewarding, enlightening, humbling, and something
unique that defies description. Those who have experienced the thrill of a first flight in their own airplane will
understand.
Anyone with questions about my RV-8 project can contact me at (972) 386-4319 evenings or via e-mail
cjpratt2003@comcast.net.

10s for about a year and a half and were anxiuos to get
them flying in time for Oshkosh. First the bad news. The
weather was not at all cooperative. Can you say "road
trip"? It's a long way from Farmersville, TX to Colorado
no matter what road you take. We drove all day Friday
just ahead of some pretty nasty weather. Coming back was
even worse. We came through the bad weather in addition to a 15 mile detour through the back roads of Oklahoma. Can you say "1 hour and 35 minutes with the
speedometer barely moving"? Well enough of the bad
parts, let's get to the good parts. John already has an award
winning RV-6A that many of you have seen. Larry was a
"virgin" aircraft builder in the beginning, but under John's
direction and supervision he can no longer make that
claim. He is now a major craftsman. Both airplanes are
identical except for paint schemes. They are both powered
by Lycoming IO-540s with Hartzell blended airfoil props.

Saturday morning after a Pancake breakfast put on by
the local Rotary Club we began digging through the airplanes. These were the first -10s I have inspected for certification. And let me say, they are quite possibly the nicest
airplanes that I have inspected. And I have inspected some
nice ones. The airplanes were completely painted and
ready to go. I crawled through John's (N104ME) and then
Larry's (N104LJ) trying by best to find something wrong.
These guys were ready! I found major discrepancies, like
fuel caps not marked with "fuel grade and quantity", a
couple of air bubbles in brake lines, etc. Just disgraceful
stuff. By about 3 pm both airplanes had their "birth certificates" and were reassembled. They were then transported

A "Pair of Tens"
By Mel Asberry

The weekend of June 11/12 was both good and bad for
Ann & I. We were going to Burlington, Colorado to inspect a couple of RV-10s built by John Stewart and Larry
Feldhousen. John and Larry have been working on their -
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about 2 miles to the airport on a flatbed trailer furnished
by Duane Hitchcock who has the beautiful Lancair 320
there at Burlington. At 5:15 John took off with Jim Baker
flying chase in his -6. After John had been airborne for
about 18 minutes and hadn't reported any problems, Larry
said, If he can do it, so can I. By 5:35 we had two brand
new RV-10s flying around Kit Carson County Airport.
Both made beautiful landings and we all retired to the
VFW for some fine steaks and adult beverages.

While there I also got a look at Dave Hilt's -7A that was
featured on the cover of a recent RVator. This is the first
application of my "painted canopy top" done on a slider. It
is also a beautiful airplane.
If you are ever near Burlington, Colorado, you might want to
stop in to look at some fine airplanes. But a word of caution; If
your airplane isn't exceptionally nice, you might want to park
around back.

Flying to See President Bush
By Ken Bruggers

This article was originally intended to use an adventure
story theme to share my experience of flying into the
Presidential TFR. Sort of a “Are you ready for this thrill
ride” type of story. While it is true that the trip was an
adventure of sorts, it turned out to be more of a “Tootsie
Roll Pop” kind of experience. (Does anybody else remember these candy lollipops?) I think Tootsie Roll’s
advertising slogan was “Sweet on the Outside and Chewy
in the Middle,” and that slogan comes close to an accurate
description of this trip. Just like a Tootsie Roll Pop, you
have to get through the sweet outside before you can discover what the chewy center is all about. So let’s get on
with unwrapping this sucker, and getting into what surprises it holds for us. And by the way, the sweet outside
experience of this trip is the FAA (surprised?), and they
do an amazingly good job of making thinks go smoothly,
and also of protecting us from the darkness of the chewy
center.
To set some perspective on preparing for this trip, lets
agree that managing the FAA portion of flying into the
Presidential TFR is exactly like flying into any other controlled airspace. Well, the same but with the following
difference:
If you really mess up in Class B airspace, you will be
given a phone number to call when you get on the ground
so the FAA can mess with your mind and make you think
that they want to take your pilots license away. (Believe it
or not, this is the sweet outer experience)
If you really mess up in a Presidential TFR you will be
greeted by Two F-16’s and a BlackHawk Helicopter, and
they will give you the opportunity to discover if you can
still fly your airplane, and find an airport, and then land
safely while experiencing their wake turbulence up close
and personal, and maybe just a flare or two if you’re
lucky. (And yes, this is the beginning of understanding
what lies in the dark chewy center of this experience, and
what can happen when an authority higher than the FAA
asserts itself.)
Since we’re agreeing that on the surface this is just another controlled airspace, let’s establish a few notches that
need to be in your belt if you’d like to take this flight
without being puckered up for no reason. And there really
is NO reason to fear the FAA part of the TFR experience.
First of all, you need to be completely comfortable using
VFR Flight Following for any cross-country flight you
might be making. Flight Following is the easiest way of
gaining skill listening to, talking with, and then respond-
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ing to air traffic controllers. With Flight Following, there
simply is no way that you can make a mistake. This
service is set up to just monitor your progress on ATC
radar, and to then provide you with information regarding
what is going on around you in the airspace. Since you
are flying VFR in uncontrolled airspace, there are no requirements placed upon you the pilot other than to verbally respond to the controllers when they call you.
Among other things, you’ll get comfortable being handed
off from controller to controller, and you’ll get used to
having ATC call your number and require a response.
This ability to listen and then to respond is basic to flying
into the TFR.
Next, you need to become VERY comfortable flying
within the Class B airspace, since this is where specific
actions really are required of you. Go ahead and call
DFW approach on 124.3 and tell them that you’d like a
Bravo clearance over Love into Executive, or raise the
stakes and ask for clearance over DFW and into
Meacham. This is where the practice you got with Flight
Following will really pay off. When the controller directs
you to an altitude or a heading, he’ll probably give you
one chance to screw up before things get suddenly much
more uncomfortable. When you’re handed off to another
controller, you’d best get the frequency correct or you’ll
find yourself on the radio talking to nobody. And that’s
not much fun when you’re looking up the business end of
the Southwest Airlines 737 that is right over there. The
first time you do this, you’d probably enjoy yourself more
if you pick either a late evening or weekend time slot.
Flying into Class B during a weekday afternoon is a bit
like phoning into a really intense auction. During those
times things happen very quickly.
Really, that’s all the skills that you must have in order to
successfully navigate through the FAA part of the Presidential TFR. Now, go ahead and read the NOTAM for the
TFR. It’s very simple and very clear.
The 10 NMR (nautical mile radius) inner core (defined
in Part 1 of the NOTAM as limited to Law Enforcement,
Military, United States Secret Service, Scheduled Commercial, and Emergency Medical Flights,) is OFF LIMITS
to you. PERIOD! Hopefully your destination of choice is
not within this prohibited area.

Additionally: No transit Operations are authorized (you
must actually land at an airfield within the TFR.) Aircraft
may not loiter (we’ll get back to this later,) and specific
operations such as Flight training, Aerobatic Flight, Crop
Dusting and many other specific listed operations are prohibited.
So that’s it. We’ve covered that will be required of you.
So follow me on a trip into the Crawford TFR on Saturday
June 4th. This flight’s destination is Scott Field (31TX)
for the RV Fly-in. Of course President Bush has decided
to hang out at his ranch in order to enliven our festivities.
The details of this trip will be disarmingly simple. But
while reading, be certain to pay close attention to the simple specifics, because the real story actually starts when I
begin making calls to the FAA on Monday the 6th.. Calls
in which I’m asking for the details of what was really
happening behind the surface of our simple TFR experience. That’s when we discover what is going on in that
dark chewy center. The darkness from which the FAA
has been working like crazy to shield us.
First, call Flight Service and file a flight plan. IFR or
VFR, either is OK. For this trip, I decided to keep things
simple with a single VFR plan from Addison to Scott
Field and then back to Addison, so that the flight plan can
be left open while on the ground at Scott. After getting
airborne a simple call to Approach on 124.3 picks up
flight following, gets us a SQUAWK code, then a jump
over to Flight Service opens the flight plan, and then
we’re back to Approach for the trip out of the Class B Air
Space. Since the weather Saturday the 4th was just beginning to improve from lousy to so-so, I was bumping along
under the cloud deck when the controller called to ask if I
was familiar with the Cedar Hill Antenna Farm, and then
offered encouragement that I find a hole and get on top.
After climbing through the broken layer, the work level
went way down, and the ride to Waco began. The first
handoff was to Fort Worth Center, and then finally to
Waco approach.

To access an airfield within the airspace between the 10
NMR and 30 NMR boundaries, you are required to be on
an active VFR or IFR flight plan, must be squawking a
discrete code prior to departure from any airfield within
the TFR and also at all times while flying in the TFR, and
must remain in two-way radio communications with ATC.
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Now, this is where I had expected things to get a whole
lot more difficult. First thing WACO Approach did was
verify that I was going to Scott Field, and to my great surprise, they seemed to have actually heard of it! Then they
moved on and approved my descent into the TFR. Seeing
how it hadn’t been but a short time since bumping around
under the broken layer, I took a chance and asked to stay
on top for a while; and they said, “OK.” How could this
be? The FAA letting me do what I wanted here in the
midst of a TFR! Hmmm, the radio is surprisingly quiet,
let’s try something else on them. So I call WACO back
and inform them that Scott Field is not in my GPS database, so I’ll be feeling my way through the airspace.
Would they be watching me all the way through the TRF,
and would they help keep me from drifting into the
10NMR No-Fly Zone? “No Problem,” they say. What?
A helpful FAA in the mist of our “Post 9/11, Patriot Act,
there’s a terrorist under every rock,” America that we
think we live in. But, now the radio gets dangerously
quite as I fly deeper into the TFR. Drifting around the
Waco Regional Class D airspace, hoping to stumble onto
Scott Field. Which I know is directly to the west of the
Waco Regional Airport, but lying just outside of the
dreaded No-Fly Zone.
Suddenly the radio comes alive! No doubt, this is the
feared radio call informing me that some F-16’s want to
give me the gift that keeps on giving, an air-to-air missile
up my rudder, or something equally pleasant. But instead
I hear, “…13 Fox, Scott Field is 4 miles at your 12
O’clock.” So, instead of a cry for mercy, I get to mumble
something profound like “….uh, thanks,…. 13 Fox.” And
momentarily, Scott Field comes into sight. A quick call to
WACO shares the good news, and they tell me to switch
to 122.9 and call Scott. So to 122.9 I go, announcing my
arrival to the EAA folks who no doubt are eagerly anticipating my arrival. But that frequency is completely quiet.
Dead quiet!

So here I am. Nobody is manning the UNICOM. There
are big XX’s on Scott Field’s runway 17 showing it to be
unlandable, and it is the only runway obviously observable (the Scott Field Fly-In announcement said runway 17
is closed, you must land on 15, but where the @x*& is
runway 15?) So I drift around, wandering over the area
wondering which of many candidate agricultural fields is
considered to be runway 15, and wishing somebody on the
UNICOM cared enough to answer and tell me where to
land. And of course to make things more challenging, the
TFR has scared off everybody who intended to make the
fly-in, so there is no obvious group of airplanes on the
ground to make it clear as to where everybody else has
landed. So I’ll just circle for a while and……….. OH
MY GOSH! The NOTAM said no loitering!
This has got to be really bad! I am very close to the NoFly Zone, and only 4 minutes of full throttle away from
President Bush. The F-16’s must be only seconds away
from getting me! Quick call WACO!! Where did I write
that frequency? OK, I get them on the radio, and they say,
“Just let us know when you find the right runway.” How
can this be?? The FAA is cutting me slack here in the
middle of a war zone!! The blood slowly returns to my
brain, and after another rotation or so, I figure out which
cow pasture appears to be Runway 15. When a low pass
is greeted by a half dozen pair of waving arms, I set up on
downwind and tell WACO Approach that I’m going in.
“OK,” they say, just “Call us on the phone for a new
SQUAWK Code before you take off, and have a good
time.” Even gave me the phone number! I’m in total
shock now, but manage to regain focus long enough to
stabilize on final, then throw the RV-4 down onto a surprisingly narrow runway between surprisingly tall trees
with surprisingly gusty winds swinging out from between
those trees.
This story is about flying into the TFR, so I’ll keep
comments about the Scott Field RV Fly-in to a minimum.
The TFR scared off all but one other airplane, a RV-6 that
departed before I even got there. But the 30 or so folks
who had driven in were very accommodating, and we had
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a good time talking about why we wanted to preserve old
times “Park your airplane under a tree and have some
BBQ” style fly-ins. The Waco EAA folks made it clear
that they intend to continue sponsoring this event
Now, to depart I called WACO Approach on my cell
phone to get a new SQUAWK code, then fired up the RV4.
This is beginning to feel routine. Let’s see, what am I
supposed to do next. Call WACO Approach to confirm
that I am airborne and be certain that they like my
SQUAWK code. Since things have been going so
smoothly with Approach, I’m certain they won’t mind my
circling a few times and taking some photos for the family. But evidentially they’ve decided to be a bit more adherent to the specifics of the NOTAM, and the controller
makes it clear that it would be appropriate to “Begin exiting the TFR now, sir.”
So much for the kinder gentler FAA, but really, making
a clean getaway was beginning to sound like a very good
idea. As I got near the border of the TFR, Approach offered to both cancel Flight Following and to close my
Flight Plan, if I was interested. After the past two hours of
excitement, the thought of listening to only the sound of
my breathing and the buzz of the RV-4 sounded quite appealing. So I took them up on the offer.
“Your flight plan is closed, and radar service is terminated. SQUAWK 1200.” And just like that, it was over.
No fanfare, no big deal of any kind, just me and the RV-4
cutting through the broken layer as if it were merely another pleasant afternoon in uncontrolled airspace. All the
way back to Addison, I am waiting for the other shoe to
drop. But nothing happened. They are done with me.
Yet something inside me remained convinced that there
had to be more. We’ve learned from Paul Harvey that
there always is “The rest of the story,” or in this case the
“dark chewy center” of our Tootsie Roll Pop.

self-congratulatory backslapping stopped pretty quickly as
they began telling me what was going on behind the
scenes during my flight into the TFR.
For starters, you just think you’re dealing with only FAA
Air Traffic Control. It turns out that the FAA is merely
the front man for many higher powers. Such as: Western
Air Defense, Department of Homeland Security, and, of
course, the Secret Service. In fact, the words given to me
by the FAA were that “We only manage the airspace.”
All other decisions are being made by these higher powers, and the resulting directives may or may not even be
shared with Air Traffic Control.
Before you ever touch the TFR airspace, all of these
agencies have been supplied details of who you are (Now
you know why an active flight plan is required!) and multiple background checks are made. If anybody dislikes
you or mistrusts you, ATC will direct you away from the
TFR. Actions beyond that are directed primarily by the
Secret Service. As one FAA person said, “If they didn’t
like what you were doing, you would have met with two
F-16’s and a Blackhawk long before Scott Field.”
And it’s not just ATC that is tracking your flight. FAA
made it clear that you are being watched by “Multiple Radar Perspectives.” Think about the conversations that
must have been going on while all those radar eyes were
watching me “loiter” while searching for the right runway
at Scott Field. In this case, evidentially the “profile” of

So, during a slack moment at the office Monday afternoon the 6th, I started making calls to the FAA, asking for
background information about my flight specifically and
about flights into TFR’s in general. The details that follow were gained from 5 or 6 conversations with 3 or 4
different FAA personnel in multiple locations, including
FAA Headquarters in Oklahoma City. Although this
comes from several conversations, I’m presenting it as
having been one. Some degree of anonymity seemed appropriate.
They immediately remembered the specifics of my flight
(Oh right, you’re the guy that couldn’t find the runway at
Scott Field,) and assured me that the reason things had
gone smoothly was because “you did it correctly.” My
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our flight convinced them that it was OK to relax. But
then again, we never did look up into the Sun.
One thing I asked from the FAA was to supply some
perspective on TFR incursions. They said that in the early
days (like 2001-02) it seemed as if they were handling
non-stop violations, often more than one at a time. They
also made it clear that every controlling entity has the option to manage initial incursions as they see fit and as they
are able. At WACO Approach, they get active well before
any actual incursion into the TFR airspace happens, and
will call on every frequency imaginable in the attempt to
contact aircraft that seem to be heading into the TFR.
Their intent is to head off these wayward airplanes before
an escalated incursion happens, and before control of
events passes onto the Secret Service and Western Air
Defense. But as they said, “We still can’t reach into the
airplane and turn on the radio.”
One thing that became clear to me is that the FAA is just
as afraid of the Secret Service and Western Air Defense
and what they are capable of doing as we are! As one
FAA person said to me, “This is a very serious business.
We are really afraid that somebody is going to get shot
down!”
By now my head was beginning to spin as more and
more details of this “Dark Chewy Center” were revealed
to me. Our fun little escapade was yielding an increasingly harrowing awareness of the powerful forces being
held at bay, largely by FAA Air Traffic Control. When a
FAA Public Relations Officer suggested it might be illuminating for me to contact Secret Service directly and
have them share their own unique thoughts and processes,
I managed to suppress my immediate panic and instead
calmly responded that this was probably all the information needed to share a very interesting story
When asked for bottom line words of advice for all flyers, several FAA personnel said exactly the same thing:
“Always use Flight Following. It is YOUR defense!”
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News and Notes
By Michael Stephan

Tom Davies Stepping Down.
Tom Davies, who has laid out the newsletter for many
years, is stepping down as the layout editor. For several
years Tom toiled in anonymity, spending weekends and
many late nights making the newsletter look as good as it
does. Now that he no longer will be putting the newsletter
together, you will have to settle for my work. Not as
good, but hopefully still enjoyable.
Thanks Tom for all you help.

Robert Cullinan Gets an Airworthiness Certificate.
Robert Cullinan received his temporary airworthiness
certificate for his RV-9A. He now enters phase I flight
testing. His first flight will probably be in the first week
of July at Lancaster airport. We look forward to seeing
his project take to the air.

Upcoming Events
Local
Jul 4, 2005. 43rd Annual Fly-In Breakfast Colorado
City, TX. Municipal Airport Start time is 7:30am to
10:00am. Rewards will be presented for the oldest and
youngest pilots, oldest and most unusual aircraft, and for
journeying the longest distance to the fly-in. For more information please call. Contact: J Dockrey 325/728-2542
Aug 2 Soaring: 15-Meter Nationals Uvalde, Texas FFI:
Noreen E-Mail: Noreen@sijet.com
National
Jul 25-31 AirVenture Fly-In, Wittman Field Oshkosh,
WISCONSIN. Website: www.eaa.org
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For Sale Services, Parts and Other:
Long-Eze For sale by owner/builder VFR night 0-235-L2C with
850 SMOH, differential compression 75-77-78-78 over 80. Uses
1/2 quart in 25 hrs., alternator, no starter, 4 cyl. EGT & CHT.
Fuelguard fuel flow, new 62 x 66 Catto prop and spare 62 x 66
prop. Flybuddy GPS, Bendix/King KY-97A comm, and KT 76A
transponder, Rocky Mtn. encoder, Quietflight intercom & Pelter
headsets, long rudders, manual landing brake and nose gear.
$34,000. Les Porter at onelimazulu@yahoo.com or Call Monroe at
214-352-1564
KR2 with EJ22 Subaru engine, needs new home. $15K. Misc.
parts for KR2. J-6 Karatoo 2-place aluminum fuselage, spar, ribs.
Two EA81 engines. Two cockpit-adjustable Ivo propellers. Large
supply of 4130 steel, 1/8 in. thickness. Price as quoted or best offer.
Call (972) 241-4387 for details.
RANS S-14 for sale. Newly rebuilt engine, electric start, new prop,
lots of extras. $16,000. Call or e-mail Jerry Mrazek, 817-265-0834,
mrazek@flash.net.
Wanted: Someone to finish the plumbing and wiring of the
rebuild of the Rockford Craftsmanship Award (Grand Champion)
winning Midget Mustang. Wiring, plumbing, and panel to be done.
New 0-200 on mount. Lewis Shaw. Addison Airport. 972.628.7474
email- shaw@jacksonshaw.com

Two T-18 projects for sale. One N7JA is my personal airplane
completed in 1975 and flown 900+ hrs, before a landing accident.
Fuselage has been repaired, needs work on wing and new horiz tail.
0290G Lycoming. A sweet flying airplane but need a lot of TLC to
restore to flying status. The second project has fuselage on gear, all
parts to complete airplane, outer wing panels finished, center spar
ready for wing sections which are finished and ready to rivet in
place. a dis-assembled 0320B Lycoming engine, need pistons,rods
and small parts. Asking $5000 for either project. Located in Dallas,
TX area. Contact john.austin@ntpcug.org
CORVAIR ENGINE - 110 hp. Complete but in questionable condition. Jim Carney 214-763-6784
Ground Air Conditioner Unit with 110 hp Continental. $500
o.b.o. Jim Carney 214-763-6784
FIREWALL FORWAD PACKAGE PLUS 1835 cc VOLKSWAGON ENGINE Assembled from Great Plains kit. Aluminum
case. Approximately 45 minutes of test time on engine. TINY
TACH tachometer; oil pressure and temperature gages; air scoops
for cylinder cooling; oil cooler with piping; cowl halves for Fisher
Youngster. All of the above for $4000. For a few dollars more I will
throw in a completed Fisher Youngster fuselage, all four wings, tail
feathers and gear). Contact TANDY ALLEN, 2400 Tomahawk
Road, Mission Hills, Kansas (Kansas City Area). Telephone 913362-6867. Email - tandymorrow@yahoo.com

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from nonmembers will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.
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We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, and/or
media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience accounts.
Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to anyone. Any
event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this includes Oshkosh).
Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.

July, 2005

Volume 36, Issue 7, Page 11

Experimental Aircraft Association
Dallas Chapter 168
P.O. Box 168
Addison, TX 75001-0168

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM

❏
❏
❏

Name
Copilot (spouse, friend, other)
Address 1 (or business name)
Address 2
Membership dues for EAA Dallas
City
State
Zip
Chapter 168 are $20.00 for one year.
Phone homework
e-mail address
Make checks payable to:
EAA # (168 membership requires National EAA membership)
EAA Dallas Chapter 168
Pilot/A&P Ratings
EAA office (past or present) or additional notes
Mail Application to:
New Member
Renewal
Info Change

Mapsco

EAA Dallas Chapter 168
P.O. Box 168
Addison, TX 75001-0168
National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
P.O. Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086
National EAA membership:
(800) JOIN EAA (564-6322)
Phone (920) 426-4800
Fax (920) 426-6761

I am interested in helping with:
Fly-ins ❏ Programs ❏
Newsletter ❏ Young Eagles ❏ Young Eagles ❏ Officer Position
Plane or project (% complete) or interests
(Example) Thunder Mustang
(Example) RV-6

25
flying

%
%
%
%

❏

