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Lancair N197DA Gets its Color 
By Michael Stephan 

Don Bird now is flying his very nicely painted Lancair 

Legacy.   

I recently has a chance to go flying with Don in 

N197DA, and what a nice airplane it is. 

Immediately you notice this EFIS screens, which have 

sharp, bright displays.  It is the first time I saw the 

Chelton system in action, and I was very impressed.  Don 

has some other instruments that I recognized.  The 

Chelton navigation system is coupled to the Trutrak auto-

pilot and Don demonstrated how well they work together.  

Other than some minor tweeking, which Jim Younkin 

was willing to do for him, the combination is terrific. 

N197DA is powered by a fuel-injected, turbo-charged 

O-360, which means that Don has a very powerful cross 

country flier that will be very fast and efficient at upper 

altitudes.   

Our demo flight took us over Greenville at 6000 ft.  It 

was a very quick climb and very smooth at that altitude.  

Don let me fly for a bit and I noticed a very stable 

airplane and nicely balanced controls.  It was a real 

pleasure to fly. 

Don did a real nice job building N197DA, and he 

should be very proud as he races across the sky to his 

next destination. 
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April 4th Chapter Meeting 

The April Chapter meeting 

will be on Tuesday April 

4. It will be held at the 

Farmers Branch 

Library, located on 

the northwest 

corner of Webb 

Chapel and 

Golfing Green Dr. 

The meeting will 

be held in the 

auditorium and will 

begin at 6:30 p.m. 

and finish by 9:00 p.m. 

The speaker this month 

will be Mel Asberry.  He will 

discuss personal minimums as it applies to aircraft 

maintenance.  Most builders have little or, in my case, no 

experience maintaining an aircraft.  So, Mel will talk 

about the maintenance that the average builder can 

accomplish and those things that should be done by more 

experienced mechanics.  Even though your repairman’s 

certificate allows you to do required maintenance on you 

airplane, understand your personal limits. 

If you have questions on how to keep the FAA 

paperwork correctly, Mel can answer those questions as 

well.  So if you are responsible for the airworthiness of 

you airplane, attend this meeting.  Should be fun and very 

helpful.  We will see you there. 

 

April 8th Chapter Fly-In 

Since the March fly-in to Brenham was weather out, we 

have decided to try it again for April.  So this month’s 

fly-in will be to Brenham (11R) for lunch.  Meet on the 

ramp before 11:00 for lunch at 11:30.  The restaurant is 

very good and is located at the south end of the field.  It 

is a throwback to the 50’s style hamburger stand and it is 

very popular lunch stop.  If you get there late the place 

gets crowded, so get there early. 

Since Brenham is a long distance, we will have to 

coordinate empty seats for those who wish to go.  We 

usually have a list at the monthly meeting, so if you 

would like to use an empty seat or have an empty seat, go 

to the April 4th meeting or relay your intentions to 

someone who is going to the meeting. 

See you there. 

Michael Stephan 

 April 11th Board Meeting 

The BOD meeting will be held on April 11
th
 at the 

Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM.  The 

minutes from the March. BOD meeting recorded by Sam 

Cooper are as follows: 

Directors in attendance: David Cheek, Don 

Christiansen, Bruce Fuller, John Phillips, Michael 

Stephan, and Sam Cooper 

• Apr. 4 Chapter meeting at 6:30 FB Library. 

• Apr. 8 Fly-in to Brenham at 11:00 if 3/18 was a 

rainout, otherwise to Kezer for lunch. 

• Apr. 11 Board meeting at 7:00 FB Library. 

• Apr. 25 newsletter folding at location TBD. 

• Treasurer’s report by Michael Stephan. A large group 

of renewals and two new members, five paid with 

PayPal. A motion was made, seconded and carried to 

update the authorizations for Chapter’s mutual fund 

investment. 

• Preliminary discussions of how the Chapter could 

increase its youth aviation education and support 

efforts continued. A variety of options were 

suggested. Inputs from EAA National will be 

solicited. The issue was tabled for now. 

 

 

 

April 25th Newsletter Assembly 

This month the Hangar Echoes will be assembled on 

Tuesday April 25
th

 at the home of Pat and Marvin Brott at 

1102 Hills Creek Drive in McKinney.  For directions call 

Marvin at 214- 726-9117 

Marvin is assisting in the rebuild of a P-51.  The 

airplane is being prepared for the Reno Air Races this 

year.  Marvin is working on putting a new canopy on it.  

Currently, only part of the fuselage is in Marvin’s hangar.  

It has traveled to other hangars nearby for other work to 

be done, so there is a chance it could be absent at the time 

of the newsletter assembly.  So, the plan is to meet at 

AeroCountry at Marvin’s hangar at 7pm and when done 

looking at the P-51 drive the short distance to Marvin and 

Pat’s house for food and folding. 

This sounds like a very unique assembly, so make plans 

to attend and we will see you there. 

Michael Stephan 
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A Message from the President 
By Sam Cooper 

Our program speaker at the March Meeting, Brad 

Dement of E-MAG Ignitions, provided us with a good 

presentation on their E-MAG and P-MAG electronic 

aircraft ignitions. A very lively and informative Q&A 

session followed on the capabilities and benefits of these 

improved ignition systems. The number and types of 

questions posed by the members indicated that this is a 

subject many of us have been following and thinking 

about. We all learned something from the discussions. 

As we were finishing up our Chapter BOD meeting on 

March 16
th

, John Phillips mentioned two significant items 

he had just seen in that day’s AVweb newswire (Vol. 12, 

No. 11b). When I read them, I had to agree. I feel that 

both of these announcements will have an impact on U.S. 

general aviation and experimental category aircraft in 

particular. 

The first is that Thielert AG of Germany is purchasing 

Superior Air Parts, Inc. (SAP) of Coppell, Texas. As 

many of you know, SAP is a PMA approved source for a 

wide range of aircraft engine parts for Lycoming and 

Continental aircraft engines. They also offer their 

versions of the Lycoming 360 type engines, either the 

experimental category XP-360, or the new certified 

Vantage engine. SAP claims they are the “world’s 

leading manufacturer of FAA approved aftermarket 

cylinders and replacement parts for Lycoming and 

Continental aircraft engines”. The ability of SAP to 

provide PMA approved parts has made better and cheaper 

aircraft engine parts available to all of us. 

First, who is Thielert AG? From what I have found, 

Thielert AG consists of Thielert Aircraft Engines Gmbh 

(TAE) and Thielert Moteren Technik Gmbh (TMT). TAE 

makes the Centurion 1.7 (I-4, 135 hp, 295 lb) and the 

Centurion 4.0 (V-8, 350 hp, 606 lb) Jet A fueled aircraft 

piston engines. The Centurion 1.7 is used for the 

Diamond DA42 Twin Star. The Centurion 4.0 is a flying 

engine, but is still in final development. TAE has also 

been supplying SAP with a number of critical parts for 

their engines (cylinders, camshafts, crankshafts, roller 

lifters, connecting rods). TMT is apparently a supplier of 

high performance and racing auto engine parts, probably 

mostly for the European market. Thielert AG is publicly 

traded on the German SDAX, has over 200 employees, 

and has expected 2005 sales of 37 MEuros (up over 50% 

from 2004). By comparison, SAP has about 50 

employees. 

There is limited published information at this time. 

Thielert will continue with its previously announced 

plans to use the SAP facilities for its Centurion 1.7 

maintenance training center in the U.S. As per the 

AVweb newswire; “we like that Superior has the IO-360 

and we support them by making parts for this engine, but 

we have not planned to make further models," Thielert 

said. "They will absolutely continue with the certified 

engine and the experimental engines. Where we see the 

advantage is to support them on the manufacturing side." 

What is planned for Superior is a 30-percent annual 

increase in parts production, likely in concert with 

manufacturing facilities in Germany. Thielert said he 

intends to leave Superior alone in the distribution and 

service ends of the existing business and concentrate on 

boosting production. All the current staff will keep their 

jobs and more engineers and technical personnel will be 

added to bolster the manufacturing side.  

Why do we care? Frankly, a very large number of the 

experimental category aircraft finished today are flying 

with Lycoming style 320/360 engines. Having SAP and 

ECI compete with Lycoming in this market has resulted 

in better engines and prices for all of us. But, this is still a 

low volume, custom engine “market” when compared to 

the automobile engine business. The pace of new 

technology introduction has been pretty slow, hurt by the 

need for conservative, reliable designs and “thin pockets” 

for the funding of new development from limited profits. 

SAP is a very good example of this, starting with just a 

few products and slowly building their offerings over 

time till they could provide a complete engine. My guess 

is that Thielert will bring additional technical resources 

and knowledge to SAP that will improve them. It may 

also bring a more robust financial backing to SAP, which 

has not had a corporate big brother. I think both of these 

could be good.  

The second announcement is that Kitplanes editor Marc 

Cook completed a Glasair Sportsman 2+2 in 18 working 

days using Glasair Aviation's revamped Customer 
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Assembly Center program. Further details will be 
available at Sun ‘n Fun in April. As per the AVweb 

newswire; Cook worked eight hours a day, five days a 

week, starting on Jan. 9, finishing on Jan. 27, with first 

flight on Jan. 31. Cook said the key to the speedy build 
time and keeping the process within the 51-percent rule is 

putting the resources of a factory setting at the disposal of 

the builder. "This program is designed to maximize the 
builder's time," he said. That means all preparation work, 

such as organizing the tools and laying out the parts, is 

done for the builder by factory staff. The builder need 
only concern him- or herself with the actual assembly of 

the aircraft. "It's dramatically distilled time," he said. 

Two staff members, each very experienced in 

construction of this airplane, helped through the whole 
process. Cook said he learned in fine detail what makes 

his plane work and flies it with "a very high confidence 

level." FAA inspectors reviewed the process and said it 
meets the 51-percent rule. 

Why is this an important development? Discretionary 

time and money are probably two of the biggest hurdles 

to overcome in finishing an experimental category 
aircraft. How hard is it to free up 1500 – 3000 hours of 

time for a typical project? But, I bet a lot of us could set 

aside two to three weeks in a block. If one supplier can 
do this, then some others may follow. Obviously such a 

program will not be inexpensive, but the short duration 

caps that. It is sort of like the super-tech version of 
picking your airplane up at the factory. It will be 

interesting to check on this at Sun ‘n Fun. 

I am looking forward to going to Sun ‘n Fun next 

month the weekend after our April Meeting. I hope to see 
a number of you there. I am expecting some interesting 

things at the convention. 

Our April program speaker, our own Mel Asberry, will 
be speaking on “Personal Minimums on Maintenance”. I 

am expecting an interesting and informative program. 

Remember to participate and enjoy the journey! 

News and Notes 
By Michael Stephan 

McKinney Chapter’s 

Annual  
Saturday, April 15th 
Collin County Regional Airport - TKI 
11 AM 

The local fly-in season begins with one the McKinney 

Chapter’s best events, the annual fish fry.  Weeks of 
preparation lead up to this event with the prior weekend 

spent catching fish. 

If you are flying in ask the tower for directions to the 

MHOA (Mo ah) hangars.  Taxiway Charlie at the north 
end of the airport will take you there.  Drivers can turn in 

before the fire station, and an attendant at the gate will let 

you in.  See the map below. 

People will start arriving at 10 am, and food will start 

around 11:30.  There will be fish, fries, drinks and 

desserts.  So get there early and join in the fun.   

This event is rain-or-shine, so if you can’t fly, 
McKinney is just a short drive.  We hope to see you 

there, and bring your appetite. 
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SWRFI is Near 
By Michael Stephan 

We are nearing the time when the EAA Southwest 

Regional Fly-In cranks up in Hondo, Texas.  The fly-in 
begins on Thursday May 11 and ends on Sunday May 14. 

This year’s feature speaker at the Saturday banquet will 

be Astronaut Mike Melville.  He will arrive earlier in the 
week and be available during the event.  He is excited to 

be a part of the event. 

Since Hondo is not yet a tourist attraction, housing can 

be scarce if you wait too long.  This year we have a 
housing bureau modeled after the Oshkosh system that 

can help locate guesthouses and homes for rent. The Hill 

Country is full of Bed and Breakfasts, and a group could 
have a great time in neighboring towns.  If you are going 

on the cheap you can join me in the camping area.  New 

showers are being built in the camping area, and the 

morning breakfast taco wagon makes being supplied a 
breeze.  Since every year is different, stay flexible and 

everyone can be accommodated. 

If you are interested in helping in the camping area, let 
me know, and you can become part of the team.  The 

work is easy and quite fun. 

Last year was good and it gets better every year.  I’ll 
have more information in the May issue.  So be sure and 

mark it on your calendar.   

News from Aero Country 
By Marvin Brott 

Aero Country may have the distinction of having more 

aircraft first flights than any other airport in the Dallas 
area.  As a reference, there have been more than a dozen 

Van’s Aircraft RVs make their first flight out of Aero 

Country.  This past February on a very nice Sunday 
afternoon, Carson Fitzgerald made a first flight for his 

highly modified RV, the Harmon Rocket II.  John 

Harmon developed a conversion kit for the RV-4 which 
utilizes a Lycoming IO-540, and hence with its added 

performance came the name “Rocket”.  Carson found an 

RV-4 kit along with the Harmon conversion parts which 

basically had little or no work completed.  Wes Hill 
helped with the initial airframe building process and 

Carson carried the ball with getting the airplane 

completed.  This was not an easy build and Carson 
deserves a lot of credit for perseverance in completing 

this project.  Carson wisely gave the job of the very first 

flight to Chad Rundell (right in picture) who reported no 

problems.  A big congratulations goes to Carson 
Fitzgerald in the completion of his Harmon Rocket.  By 

the way, Chad has a very interesting Experimental at 

Aero Country with the Toady T-4, which is a one of a 
kind.  On your first look at the T-4 you might think it is 

an RV-3, but it is really different in all aspects.  Chad’s 

Dad had this airplane in the late 1960s, so there is a 
family attachment.  If you get the opportunity, check it 

out.  You will be impressed.  One final note on the 

Rocket.  Mark Frederick in Taylor, Texas has taken the 

Harmon Rocket design one step further with a redesign 
which now has no ties to the RV-4 and has a new tapered 

wing.  Stuart Dawson is working on this next generation 

Rocket, the Team Rocket F1 EVO design.  We should see 
it flying this summer is my guess. 
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In his hangar on the last street on the North end of Aero 
Country,  Ken Morris completed his RV-7A.  His first 

flight took place last July with Tom Moore volunteering 

to take N953AM up for her maiden flight.  After Tom 

had determined that everything was working just fine, he 
reappeared and made a low runway pass so Ken and  his 

wife,  Patti  could watch in awe as their creation flew by.  

Now this is the great part.  Ken does not have a pilot’s 
license and is currently working on getting his license in 

the RV with flight instructor Paul Acarro.  His first flight 

in the RV took place later that summer.  He was under 
the careful watch of his flight instructor and it was 

literally his first takeoff... EVER! 

The following words are from Ken.  “In the heat of that 

summer morning, sweat beading down my face, I was 
more than a little nervous.  But that all faded away as 

soon as I felt the plane lift off the ground and soar into 

the sky above.  What a thrill it was to finally realize my 
dream of flying my own plane!  All those hours (and 

HOURS) of hard work and now I finally get the payoff!”  

Ken had the benefit of lots of good advise, assistance and 

camaraderie from the guys out at Aero Country and is so 
grateful for their help and friendship.  Ken plans to use 

the RV for 

occasional 
business travel in 

the next few 

years, and he and 
Patti  plan to take 

a lot of weekend 

trips in it until 

they retire.  Then 
they  can really 

do some serious 

traveling and get 
away for longer 

periods of time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have an airplane at Aero Country that is receiving a 
lot of attention.  The airplane and its owner are currently 

basking in their 15 minutes of fame.  Would you believe 

it is just one of the more than 39,400 Cessna 172s built?  
This Cessna lives on Rearwin Lane and is the “very first 

172”, a 1956 model flown regularly by Joe Nelsen of 

Gunter.  So their fame comes this year with the 50th 

anniversary of one of the general aviation fleet’s 
mainstays, the Cessna 172 “Skyhawk.”  Check the cover 

on the April issue of AOPA Pilot as N5000A is featured.  

Joe’s Cessna is the first true 172, built in 1955 as a 1956 
model. It was a "proof of production" airplane that was 

preceded only by a prototype — a tail wheel Cessna 170 

converted to tricycle gear.  AOPA put together a special 

report entitled, “The Skyhawk turns 50” with many 
pictures of Joe and his 172.  Their next round of exposure 

will be at this summer’s EAA AirVenture in Oshkosh 

which will also salute the 50th anniversary.  This Aero 
Country C-172 N5000A and Joe Nelsen have been 

invited for this celebration.  Look for them as EAA 

displays notable Cessna 172s on AeroShell Square, 
including the first and most recent models.  This picture 

was taken at a recent Cessna 172 reunion in Wichita 

where Joe got to meet the test pilots of the 172.  Joe, 

Aero Country hopes you have a lot of fun this summer 
with N5000A. 
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We now have another Cessna at Aero Country that is 

also very rare, in fact one of ten flying.  Ben Morphew 

got his US Army Air Corps Cessna UC78 flying again in 
early March.  As typical, this is another outstanding 

aircraft restoration by Ben with a new panel, Jacobs 

engines, and much more.  Some of you might know this 

airplane as the Cessna T-50 or "Songbird" as in the TV 
series, "Sky King".  Now Ben has a restored Warbird, a 

Bamboo Bomber which is a real attention-getter and is 

now ready for Oshkosh. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adding the Instrument Rating 
By David Cheek 

The instrument rating is one of the most valuable 

additions a pilot can make to their set of skills. It really 
makes cross country flying more predictable and a whole 

lot more fun.  Punching through a cloud while going 

cross-country is just fun.  You get a great sense of the 
speed you are traveling that you don’t get on a clear day.  

You also learn more about the details of weather and the 

weather reporting system.  This allows you to make a 

more informed decision about starting out on a flight, 
since you can better evaluate the information the 

professional forecasters are trying to give you.  Even 

though I have the instrument rating, I avoid fling in really 
bad weather.  I want the ability press on in the face of soft 

thin cloud layers that really do not compromise safety 

much.  

Another reason was purely economical.  Every plane 
that I could rent had all the instruments required for 

flying through the clouds.  If I was going to pay for these 

things, I wanted to be able to use them.  I was always 
interested in the electronic and radio parts of flying, and 

there is almost no training on the more advanced 

functions during the private pilot training. 

The last big advantage to the training is that it 

provides an easy way to deal with the new 

Terminal Control Areas (TCAs, now Class B 

airspace).  These big speed bumps did not exist 
when I got my private pilot training and were not 

included in my training.  At the time, I was living 

outside of any these areas, but I needed to go to 
Houston and Dallas pretty often, so it was 

necessary to deal with it.  By filing an instrument 

flight plan (and following all Instrument Flight 
Rules, IFR) all the complications of a VFR transit 

of these areas were removed.  It can, in some 

circumstances, make things easier. Since these 

obstructions are becoming more common, it seems 
like a good idea to be prepared for them.  The 

instrument rating is the only training that specifically 

deals with the "why" of those more advanced types of 
airspace.  Even if you don’t file an instrument flight plan 

to enter one of these areas, you have the background to 

understand what is happening.  There are many times 

when filing IFR just slows things down, but it is nice to 
have the option to do which ever one seems to be best for 

the current conditions.  
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Two Radios or Not Two Radios 
By Michael Stephan 

Two radios or not two radios?  That is the question.  A 

question by a low time pilot who has one radio in his 
airplane and wonders what flying would be like with two.  

Up till now, I have operated just fine with one.  Will it 

ever quit on me in flight?  Surely not. 

Most pilots with large amounts of flying experience 

know what they prefer.  And operating with one radio is 

simple enough to do.  Since I am not IFR rated, the 

discussion will assume VFR flight operations.  There are 
several occasions that I would prefer having that extra 

radio.  Other than the back up for a primary radio failure, 

I find that I would like to monitor the local airport 
frequency while getting the ATIS on the other.  Or when 

flying near the Class B airspace, I like to monitor the 

local approach frequencies.  On cross country flights, 

being able to monitor the air to air frequency would be 
nice.  Furthermore, flying lead in a formation would be 

safer if I had one radio to communicate with the others in 

the flight in addition to the primary radio for ATC 
communications. 

I have flown in airplanes with multiple radios and I 

found that having the extra frequencies ready for action 
was a very handy option.  But can I install a second radio 

without huge expense or complexity? 

Most factory built airplanes that have two radios in the 

radio stack also have an audio panel that functions as the 
selection switch.  The cheapest audio panel I could find 

was $900, and the prices increase rapidly for those with 

more features.  An Audio panel also requires more of that 
scarce panel space.  So, the desired radio solution would 

have to be a compromise between having only one radio 

and the full radio stack with audio panel.  

I carry on all flights a handheld ICOM radio to use in an 

emergency should my primary radio fail.  Could I 

incorporate that into my solution?  My airplane, as most 

do, has an intercom, and most intercoms include an 
auxiliary input for music.  But, it doesn’t have to be 

music.  So, I used an inexpensive patch cable and 

plugged it into the AUX input jack I installed in the 
panel, tuned my handheld radio and thus could monitor it 

through the intercom.  Simple, useful, and the auxiliary 

input on the intercom automatically mutes when I receive 

or transmit on the primary radio.  Very simple and cheap, 
but it does have a few draw backs.  I can only monitor the 

chosen handheld frequency and since my handheld is 

only powered by batteries, I have to be prudent with its 
use.  I would hate to have a primary radio failure only to 

find that I had depleted the power in the backup. The 12V 

DC adapter would be wise to get.  To solve the 
monitoring problem, I could transmit on the handheld as 

it was designed, but that wouldn’t be very elegant or easy 

to use.  It would be possible with a wire tied to the 

microphone output, a push-to-talk (PTT) switch, and the 
right adapter plug harness could be made to use the 

headset microphone to transmit on the handheld.  My 

intercom also has an auxiliary output.  I could use that as 
well.  That would require another inexpensive patch cable 

and an incorporated PTT switch.  Using the handheld in 

my solution doesn’t add much cost and would be simple 
to add or remove if I didn’t like it.  But, I would have 

more loose wires running around an already small RV-8 

cockpit, and I would have to mount the handheld in a way 

that I could have access to tune it, which isn’t the easiest 
thing to do.  So, if I bought a second radio, how could I 

incorporate it into my panel? 

I need to be able to use two radios without the expense 
of the audio panel.  Mel Asberry has two radios in his 

RV-6 and doesn’t have an audio panel, so I asked about 

his installation.  He said he tied the radio outputs together 

and then put a double pole switch on the microphone 
output and the PTT switch.  That would work great and is 

simple to install.  However, can I incorporate my 

intercom in the same manner as I did the handheld?  I like 
the idea of my secondary radio automatically muting 

when my primary is activated.  I could use the intercoms 

AUX input for the second radio’s output and then use 
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Mel’s switch for the MIC and the PTT.  But, prudence is 
required when communicating with the second radio, 

since the auto-muting function could be a problem if the 

primary radio mutes it while receiving.  I could manage 

that, so I think that will be my future radio solution. 

As a side note, the Becker radio that I have, and really 

like, has a built in intercom function.  I didn’t use it, so I 

can’t tell you much about it.  However, it does have the 
same features of my external intercom and probably will 

work similar. 

If you are still designing your panel, you have other 
options.  Some radios have a monitor-standby function 

that allows the monitoring of the flip-flop frequency. The 

Garmin SL40 has this feature.  That would give the 

ability to monitor two frequencies, but it has no back-up 
redundancy, or secondary transmission capability. It 

would, however, be nicer than just the single radio. 

Another solution for those designing their panel is to 
use the integrated avionics.  The GPS/COMs that Garmin 

produces puts all the navigation and communication 

needs into one well-coordinated unit.  For homebuilders 

this is a very nice, but more expensive option.  David 
Cheek recently upgraded to a Garmin GPS/Nav/Com and 

I flew with him before and after the change.  I like the 

after much better.  David does as well. David now is 
teaching other pilots how to better use their expensive 

and complicated integrated avionics. 

I asked Mel about his thoughts on needing two radios 
and he had the following explanation: 

“I first flew my RV-6 with one MX-11 com radio and a 

FlyBuddy Loran. I never missed having a second com 

radio.......until.....I had a failure! Fortunately, I was not in 
contact with ATC at the time. Never the less, the failure 

was attention getting. By this time GPS navigation was 

becoming popular. I went to Sun ‘n Fun and purchased a 
Garmin GPS/Com. This became my number one radio 

and the repaired MX-11 became my number 2 com. After 

having 2 com radios, I could never go back to one in a 
cross country airplane. With both radios having flip-flop 

frequencies, I now have 4 different frequencies available 

at all times. Number one radio contains the frequency 

currently in use with the standby frequency tuned to next 
expected contact. My number two radio is tuned to 121.5. 

Two com radios are certainly not a necessity, but they 

are really nice. And with the cost of new com radios 
being around $700 to $1000, they are about 1% of the 

total cost of what many people are spending on their 

homebuilt airplanes. 

If you have the panel space, Why not?” 

Dallas Area Temporary Flight 

Restrictions (TFR) 
By David Cheek 

We can all be happy that no members of the Dallas 

EAA chapter have been busted in a local TFR.  The 30-

mile outer limit of a Presidential TFR almost always 
affects all of the airports our members keep their 

airplanes at including Lancaster, Redbird, Addison, Aero 

Country, McKinney Regional and Mesquite (Hudson).  
Two of these airports were completely closed down for 

two and half hours during the last Presidential visit 

(Redbird and Addison). 

The thing to remember about Dallas area TFR's is that 
they are always different.  The last two did not involve 

Love Field as a destination.  Marine One was used to 

make the delivery as close to the destination as possible. 
On the very last visit this point was Redbird, before that it 

was the Gaylord Texan in Grapevine.  This affects the 

center of the inner and sometimes the outer rings. 

The advice that the Addison airport management give 
its tenants was to not fly at all during the 2.5 hour 

exclusion period.  If a departure had to be made during 

that time, it was suggested that the aircraft be 
repositioned to McKinney or Denton, since a simple 

flight plan would allow departure from those airports.  It 

was rumored that someone from Aero Country airport got 
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intercepted because they departed, apparently without a 
flight plan or a ground up transponder code.  It just takes 

a little planning to avoid bad surprises when these things 

are active. 

In my case, I had to fly a customer at Caddo Mills 
during that period, and we could not reschedule. We were 

outside the outer ring, or else we could not have flown at 

all.  The glider does not have a transponder, therefore it 
could not have flown in the outer ring under any 

conditions.  My concern was that the wind put me on a 

departure runway that pointed toward the edge of the 
outer area.  With the agreement of the glider pilot, we 

decided to climb straight ahead to 500 feet and then turn 

away from the TFR and make most other turns away, 

while staying within range of the airport. This seemed to 
work because we did not get intercepted or met on the 

ground by unfriendlies. 

I prefer to not fly at all during these brief times. If you 
have to fly during these times, be sure and get a complete 

Flight Service briefing (I did) and pick up your flight 

planning to the next higher level.  Suggest your plan to 

the briefer and see if they suggest any problems. They 
may be able to refer you to someone who can make a 

more exact decision about if your flight will get into 

trouble.  As a final matter, you may want to talk with 
other pilots that have experience operating in or near a 

presidential TFR to see if they have additional advice. 

 

Upcoming Events 
By Michael Stephan 

Saturday April 1 Chapter 59 Pancake breakfast and Air 

Observation flying competition.  McGregor Executive 
(PWG).  Bring your appetite and a current San Antonio 

Sectional and join in on a fun flying competition.  M 

McGregor is just west of Waco and near P-49, so be sure 
and check for TFRs. 

Saturday April 4-10  Sun ‘n Fun Fly-In 2006. Lakeland 

FLORIDA FFI: sun-n-fun.org or call 863/644-2431  

FAX: 863/644-9737 

Saturday April 8 - CAF Bluebonnet Airsho. Burnet 

Muni Airport (KBMQ) TIME: Gates open at 9:00 a.m., 

flying starts at 1:00 p.m. AGENDA: Numerous warbirds 
& aerobatic planes, beverages, food, & memorabilia 

available. NO food or drink brought in please! FEE: 

adults 18 & up: $10, Ages 6 thru 17 $5; Under 6 FREE 

Website: caf@tstar.net 

Saturday, April 15 - FISH FRY! – McKinney, TX. 

http://www.eaa1246.org, Collin County Regional (TKI). 

We will start serving around 11:30.  If you fly in, ask 
ground control for directions to the MOHA (mow-a) 

hangars via taxiway Charlie. If you drive in, turn left just 

before the fire station. There will be someone at the gate 
to give you parking directions. This will be a rain or shine 

event. Contact: Tom Moore 214-850-6159, 

secretary@eaa1246.org 

Saturday, April 22 - Conroe, TX. EAA-302 Spring Fly-
in. Lone Star Municipal Airport (KCXO).  Fun, food, and 

a raffle. Contact: Larry Perryman 281-222-6361, 

larry-perryman@consolidated.net 

Saturday, April 22 - Gladewater, TX. Runway Gumbo 

Lunch Fly-In - http://www.eaa972.org, Gladewater 

Municipal (07F), EAA Chapter 972 is hosting a "Runway 
Gumbo" Lunch Fly-In from 11a to 1p with good fix-ins 

and pilot fellowship. Donations welcome. Contact: Bart 

Robinett 903-236-7180, flyboy1423g@aol.com 

May 11-14 - EAA Southwest Regional EAA Fly-In 
Hondo Airport (HDO) in Hondo, Texas.  This is a large 

regional EAA supported fly-in hosted by the Texas EAA 

chapters.  All needed information can be found on the 
website.  Mike Melville will be the keynote speaker. 

AGENDA: Forums, lectures, displays, air show 

FFI: 830/889-8802 

NOTE: ADMISSION FEE REQUIRED 
Website: www.eaatexasflyin.org 

E-mail: info@swrfi.org 
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Hangar Space Available at Aero Country Airport (T31)   I have 

hanger space available in a large, insulated brand-new hanger. 

Located in an ideal position on the field mid-runway. Hanger is 

ultra-clean, has bathroom, compressor, electric door, epoxy 

painted floor and more. RV friendly, share space with an RV-8A 

and a RV-10 nearing completion. $200 per month for an RV sized 

ship. Please contact me for additional details.  Dave Dalski 214-

641-8821 

Hangar Space for rent at Aero Country Airport for short-wing 

plane.Call Klaus Truemper after April 15 at 972 596-8445 
evenings. 

Hanger Space Half of a 60 foot hangar at TKI for $287.50 per 

month.  Room for a high wing or short low wing aircraft with lots 

of space for storage and work area as well.  Call Walt Lammert at 

214 642 4522 

Van's RV9A Kit. Paperwork and documentation included. Tail 
Kit. A&P built horizontal stabilizer.  Quickbuild fuselage at Vans 
ready for delivery.  Vans prefab fuel tanks. Wing kit still in box. 
New CS prop for IO of O-360.  James Paul 214-392-6182 or  
jgpaul@sbcglobal.net. 

 

KR2 with EJ22 Subaru engine, needs new home. $15K. 

Misc. parts for KR2. J-6 Karatoo 2-place aluminum fuselage, 

spar, ribs. Two EA81 engines. Two cockpit-adjustable Ivo 

propellers. Large supply of 4130 steel, 1/8 in. thickness. Price 

as quoted or best offer. Call (972) 241-4387 for details. 

Ground Air Conditioner Unit with 110 hp Continental. 

$500 o.b.o. Jim Carney 214-763-6784 

Garmin GPSMAP 195, Make Offer. Includes all standard 

items plus RAM mounting system and updating cable. Mel 

972-784-7544 

Wanted: Ellison EFS-2 throttle body  

email Billy Brock n440sx@yahoo.com  

Wanted: Someone to finish the plumbing and wiring of the 

rebuild of the Rockford Craftsmanship Award (Grand 

Champion) winning Midget Mustang. Wiring, plumbing, and 

panel to be done. New 0-200 on mount. Lewis Shaw. Addison 

Airport. 972.628.7474 

email- shaw@jacksonshaw.com 

 

Wanted: RV6: Prefer 180 hp, CS prop, well equipped panel.  

Will also consider an RV7.  David W. Jackson 214-244-4424 

cell, david@jacksoncompany.net. 
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Web site Address: www.eaa168.org 
We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, 
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience 

accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to 

anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this 
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there. 
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