N95DK FLIES!
By Michael Stephan

On Aug. 30th, 2006, member David Key had the first
flight of his Kolb Mark III Xtra, N95DK, from Dallas
Airpark. Congratulations David!
David has been a member of the chapter for less than a
year, and it didn’t take long to have a machine up and
flying.

In the month of September, David has put 25 hours on
the N95DK. To put that many hours in one month must
mean that this is a pretty fun flyer. I’m sure there have
been a few minor adjustments, and we will get the story
from David about how the flight tests are going.
Once again, congratulations David on a nice airplane.
We look forward to seeing the Kolb at the local fly-ins.

Last month the newsletter crew studied David’s Kolb.
It had received its airworthiness certificate a few days
earlier. The conclusion was that David did an excellent
putting this airplane
together. Everything
was top notch. I
have never seen a
Kolb
that
was
equipped as nicely
as it was. It would
make many RV
drivers envious.
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Monthly Schedule

Oct 3 Chapter Meeting

Oct 10 Board Meeting

The
October
Chapter
meeting will be on
Tuesday October 3rd. It
will be held at the
Farmers
Branch
Library, located on
the
northwest
corner of Webb
Chapel
and
Golfing Green Dr.
The meeting will
be held in the
auditorium and will
begin at 6:30 p.m. and
finish by 9:00 p.m.

The BOD meeting will be held on Oct 10th at the
Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM. The
minutes from the Sept. BOD meeting recorded by Pat
Johnson are as follows:

The featured speaker this
month will be the Southern Region Manager for
Lycoming Engines, Wayne Gierke. We will discuss the
new offerings from Lycoming for the un-certified
experimental market.
Jon Delamarter, Manager of
Thunderbolt Engine Group along with Dane McGuffee
Director, Aftermarket Sales will also be in attendance. It
should be a very informative session. The Thunderbolt
Engine Group built the engine that powers Nemesis,
which just won top honors at Reno a few weeks ago.
But that is not all. They will also be giving away a $100
gift certificate from Sporty's and some other goodies.
This will be a great meeting to attend. Tell your friends
to come on out and hear a great presentation.

Oct 7 Chapter Fly-In
The October fly will be on Saturday October 7th to a
place that we have not been before. We are flying out to
Graham, TX (RPH) to eat lunch at Clayton’s BBQ.
Graham is north of Possum Kingdom Lake, and
Clayton’s is a short walk from the airport.
We will meet on the ramp at the airport at 11:15 a.m.
then make the short walk across the street to Clayton’s,
which is just north of the airport, next to the Dairy
Queen.
This is another of the fly-out destinations, so ride share
rules will be in affect. If you are not familiar with that
routine, it is to call David Cheek (972-272-5332) and let
him know if you have an empty seat or need a ride. He
will coordinate. You can also do this at the October
Chapter meeting. Come on out and help us try out a new
destination.
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Directors in attendance: Bruce Fuller, Ann Asberry,
Mel Asberry, David Cheek, Brad Roberts, John Phillips,
Michael Stephan, David Buono, Sam Cooper and Pat
Johnson
Important DATES:
• Oct. 7, Fly In, Lunch at Graham, BBQ, Meet
11:15 on the ramp
• Oct. 10, Board Meeting at 7pm at the Library
• Oct. 28th, SAT. Newsletter Folding at Grand Prairie
Airport 10:00 am. Food to be announced
Other dates of interest:
Oct. 13-15, Land of Enchantment Fly In
Oct. 21, Chili Cook Off at McKinney Airport.
December 1, Chapter Christmas Party.
Michael gave the Treasurer's report. We have 3 new
members and 6 renewals.
• We discussed the Christmas Party including the date,
location and food. We're shooting for Friday, Dec. 1
at the Carrollton Senior Center.
• Brad Roberts opened discussion on new tools for the
Chapter. Call him if you have any suggestions.
•
•
•
•

Oct 28 Newsletter Assembly
This month the Hangar Echoes will be assembled on
Saturday, October 28th in my new T- hangar at my new
home at Grand Prairie Airport. For info call me on my
cell at 214.232.2405
Since there no space near my hangar to park a bunch of
planes or cars, We will meet at 10 a.m. at the ramp in
front of the Terminal building. Then we will walk or car
pool to my hangar. The new hangars are the last four
rows at the south end of the airport. Mine is #9 and is
second from the east, facing south in the third row from
the south end.
One caveat, as of this publication, the new T-hangars
are not finished. I am expecting them to be completed by
then, since they are nearly done, but we may have to
improvise if needed. We will have some kind of lunch
nourishment, but that will also be determined as the date
nears.
I’m thinking that a Saturday event might bring out a
few more people as well as involve more flying. If you
like it, we may do more in the future.
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Presidents Message

A Message from the President
By Sam Cooper

Like many of you, I have been heartened to see some of
our recent rains and cooler weather. It is nice to see some
green ground cover again on some of the unwatered areas
around us. And this last full weekend of September has
brought some nice, cooler weather as we officially start
our Fall season. I hope that you are taking advantage of
the weather and the plethora of local and regional flying
events before the end of October.
Our October program will feature an update on the new
non-certified aircraft engines from Lycoming from
Wayne Gierke, Southern Region Manager for Lycoming
Engines. Wayne will be supported by Jon Delamarter,
Manager of the Thunderbolt Engine Group and Dane
McGuffee, Director, Aftermarket Sales. The Thunderbolt
Engine Group built the engine that powers Nemesis, the
Sport Class Gold champion at the Reno Air Races in midSeptember. In addition, they will giving away a $100 gift
certificate from Sporty's and some other goodies.
While I realize this is our third engine related program
of ’06, I am glad we are getting an update on Lycoming
engines. Since many of us are flying behind Lycoming
type 320, 360 or 540 engines, we should learn something
applicable to our aircraft. I also welcome the investment
and competition that has developed in these engines in
the last 5 years. And Lycoming’s visit to our Chapter
Meeting is an indicator of that competition.
I just received word that on Aug. 30th, fellow member
David Key had the first flight of his Kolb Mark III Xtra,
N95DK. David reports that the first flight from Dallas
Airpark was uneventful. He has done some “tweaking” of
the airplane, but nothing major. So far, David has 25
hours on the Kolb and is enjoying it immensely. The
Kolb is powered by a Rotax 912 UL with 80 HP, which is
working very nicely in the airplane. Congratulations
David! We look forward to more details in the near
future.

to see, experience and support this historic aircraft and its
ongoing preservation. EAA Chapter 34 is hosting the B17G. I hope you will take advantage of this special
opportunity to see this important legacy of our history.
For details go to www.b17.org.
The Chapter Christmas Party will be held on the
evening of Friday, Dec. 1 st at the Addison Conference
and Theatre Center. Please put this date on your holiday
calendar. The Christmas Party will replace our regular 1st
Tuesday night Meeting for December. We will be
finalizing the details in the coming months, but the event
will feature a catered dinner, Toys for Tots and a
program. There will not be a “white elephant” gift
exchange. We hope that you will join us for this holiday
celebration with your fellow Chapter 168 members and
their families.
I want to thank Jim Vroom for providing us with an
informative, lively and interactive program on “Wiring
Your Airplane” at our September Meeting. Aircraft
wiring is very critical to the safe operation of our aircraft,
but it is not something many of us are comfortable with.
And, it is a much more demanding environment than our
homes or automobiles. Jim helped shed some
considerable light on this sometimes mysterious subject.
Remember to participate and enjoy the journey!

I had a chance to see David’s Kolb the evening before
its first flight during the Hangar Echoes newsletter
folding that David hosted at his home at Dallas Airpark.
The Kolb is a very nicely built and finished airplane that
should provide David with lots of fun flying time,
without a huge set of fuel bills.
On October 20-22, the EAA B-17G Flying Fortress
Aluminum Overcast will be at the Arlington Municipal
Airport main terminal offering historic flight experiences
and aircraft ground tours. EAA members will be able to
enjoy 45 minute flights in the beautifully restored B-17G
for $359 ($385 walk up). This will be a special occasion
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News and Notes

2007 Officer Nominations

Christmas Party

By Sam Cooper

By Ann Asberry

The elections for the 2007 Officer positions will be held
during our October 3rd Chapter Meeting. As this issue of
Hangar Echoes went to press, the nominees were as
follows:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Michael Stephan
Secretary

It will be here before you know it, Christmas that is.
Our annual celebration will take on a new flavor this year
guided by the survey that appeared in an early summer
newsletter. The respondents were clear about a few
choices such as; to have catered food costing no more
than $20 a person, no white elephant gift exchange but to
collect “toys for tots” instead, and an entertaining
program and lots of time to visit and enjoy each others
company. So, the majority does rule.

Prior to the election, nominations from the floor for
additional candidates will be accepted. The nominations
committee (Sam Cooper, David Cheek, Don
Christiansen) would like to thank these members for
stepping forward to serve the Chapter.

EAA 2007 Calendars
By Sam Cooper

EAA National is offering the EAA World of Flight
2007 calendar to Chapter members. Chapter 168 can
make a bulk purchase of between 6-23 calendars at $8.50
plus S&H if there is enough interest from the members.
Please contact our Treasurer, Michael Stephan, to let him
know you are interested and to pay in advance.

We have reserved space at the Addison Conference
Center on Addison Road for Friday evening, December
1st. A caterer has not been selected at this time but we are
working on it. Please, please reserve that date on your
calendar to enjoy some good food and friends with your
fellow aviation enthusiasts.
Next month we hope to have all the details. In the
meantime, remember to mark your calendar with, EAA
168 Christmas Party on December 1st.

Land of Enchantment RV Fly In
By Michael Stephan

This year’s Land of Enchantment RV fly in will be on
October 13-15 at Dona Ana Co airport (5T6) in New
Mexico. If you plan on going, they ask you to preregister
with your intentions. To get that and more information
about the fly in you can find it on the web at
www.landofenchantmentflyin.com.
I know that some get tired of hearing about what the RV
community is doing, but this fly-in is a little different and
has several aspects that deserve mention. First is the
host, Red Marron who was a member of our chapter for
many years. So, it is good to be able to visit him as well
as see other RVs. Second is the concept. There are no
activities that distract from the goal, which is to meet
other RV pilots, see their airplanes. The motto is simple.
Relax and have a good time. Third is the charity. I don’t
know of very many fly-ins where proceeds go to local
charities. Doug Reeves does a great job of getting
manufacturers to donate their products to be raffled off
with all the proceeds going to two charities: The Lee and
Beulah Moor Children's Home and Mesilla Valley
Community of Hope. They should be commended for
that.
So, if you are interested in RVs this is a great
destination. LOE is a very unique event in a beautiful
part of New Mexico. We will have a large flock flying
there. We will get the stories and bring them back.
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Flight Test Area
Mel

The phase I flight test area for your new home-built
aircraft is pretty well defined in the FARs as well as in
Advisory Circular 90-89A. They both clearly state that
there must not be any operation over congested areas or
in congested airways. This also applies to the airport that
you intend to fly out of. For example, you obviously can't
operate out of Love Field because it is in Class B
airspace. But what about other airports that are
surrounded by congested area. I recently received a
request to operate an amateur-built aircraft out of
Addison Airport. I talked at length with several
inspectors at the Dallas FSDO. We looked at satellite
photos and all agreed that there is no safe corridor in and
out of Addison. I know that we have allowed this in the
past, but in the last few years, the area surrounding
Addison has gotten extremely congested. Unfortunately
this gentleman will now have to disassemble his aircraft
and relocate to an outlying airport before we can issue
proper operating limitations that will provide for the
safety of persons and property on the surface.
How could this issue have been avoided, you ask? By
working with your flight advisors and technical
counselors. We are very fortunate in our chapter to have
several competent flight advisors and tech counselors.
Please use these guys. They are here to help and guide
you through the building AND test flying process.
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EAA Chapter 1246
Annual Chili Cookoff
Date: Saturday, October 21st
Time: Chili Setup: 10 AM
Serving/Judging: 11 AM
Place: McKinney Airport (TKI)
MHOA Hangar Area
If you are flying in to TKI, ask ground control for
directions to the west MHOA (Mow-a) hangars. They
are in the north/west side of the airfield behind the fire
station. If you're driving in, turn left just before the fire
station, which is the first building on your left as you
enter the airport area. Follow the signs to the security
gate entrance. We will have gate attendants directing
you to designated parking areas. Visit our website at
www.eaa1246.org
and
click
on
the
link
www.eaa1246.org/ktki.jpg for a detailed map to the
MHOA hangar area.
The theme this year is “BE CREATIVE andHAVE
FUN"!! Even though you may not consider yourself to
be a good Chili cook we want to make this another FUN
event, so take the plunge and try your hand at cookin' up
a big batch of “Red". The more cooks the merrier, so
come join in the fun!!
All Chili should be cooked at home and brought to the
event. There is electricity for crock pots, but if you have a
camp stove, you can bring it to keep your Chili warm.
Remember to bring a big serving spoon or ladle too. Be
sure to name your Chili. It adds to the FUN part. To add
a little mystery you can use a secret ingredient and have
people guess what it is! Even though Chili is a meat
dish, by Texas definition, beans or vegetarian is OK, but
no road (or runway) kill, please!! Cooks should plan to
make at least 12 - 8 oz. servings (2 to 2 1/2 quarts). More
is very welcome because we always run out and never
know exactly how many people to count on attending.
All Chili must be HOT and READY by 11 AM so we can
harvest the samples for the judges. After that is done the
eating will begin. You will also get to be a judge and
vote for your favorite Chili for the People's Choice
Award. Prizes will be awarded around 12:30 or so,
whenever the judges reach their decision. $4.00 will get
you a bowl, spoon and a drink plus condiments,
dessert and coffee. All Chili contestants will get two free
bowls and drinks. The Chapter is furnishing utensils,
condiments (crackers, Fritos, cheese, chopped onion, etc.)
drinks, dessert and even antacids for those of you with
finicky stomachs.
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We need volunteers to bring some dessert!! Call Patti
Morris
972-378-5699,
or
email
her
at
treasurer@eaa1246.org, to volunteer to bring a dessert,
or if you need further information. We will also need
some volunteers to help with setup and cleanup too, so
we'd appreciate anyone who can show up early or stay
late to lend a hand.
This is an all-weather event, rain or shine, flyin' or not,
so come on out. Look forward to seeing you there!!

The Spinks Fly-In
By Michael Stephan

Last month the Chapter fly-in was to Spinks airport
south of Ft. Worth. When we fly to Spinks walk over to
the Cracker Barrel for food units. There is usually a few
drivers attend, so the walk is to the parking lot, as it was
this time. We had quite a few Chapter members attend.
Many of the regulars were there, but a few new ones as
well. One surprise was Chuck Bodine, who is a long
time member of Chapter 34 in Arlington. He is also an
advertiser in this newsletter. You will see his name at the
top of the Sentry Aircraft Cylinders ad. Chuck’s airplane
is based at Spinks, and when he saw us gathering in front
of the terminal, he decided to join in. I’ve had
correspondence with Chuck over the last month, but this
was the first time meeting him. This gets to the main
idea for this article.

that is interested could participate as well.
This
interaction would decrease some of the burdens as well as
increase the participation at the annual events. Besides, it
is a great way to meet other local EAA enthusiasts.
There are several areas we could cooperate in to make it
better for all. Those areas include newsletters, speakers
for the meetings, fly-ins, Young Eagle events, and group
events.
Every chapter puts out a newsletter. This seems to be
one of the larger burdens, because everyone who has
done it seems glad to see someone else do it. It is not
easy to find or create fresh material every month. So, the
idea would be to share content among the area editors.
We could create a repository or library of articles that
other editors could call upon during the slow news
months. That is something that is fairly easy to set up,
and requires only the cooperation of the local editors.
Marvin, Dick Flunker and Mel have sent their writings to
both the Dallas and McKinney chapters. So, we have a
start.
Another difficult task is the booking of speakers for the
monthly chapter meetings. I don’t know how they do it,
but our speakers have been great for the years I have been
in Chapter 168. But it is hard to keep finding interesting
presentations.
Every chapter has connections to
interesting speakers, and sharing that list would make it

I’ve met many of the local members of other area
chapters while working with SWRFI and other events.
Many of our chapter’s members are also members of
other chapters. There is several who overlap with the
McKinney chapter. Mel and Ann go one further and are
also members of the Sherman/Dennison chapter.
In the last year several local chapters have been
struggling getting members to volunteer to host their
tradional events. This can be expected as the chapter
population ages. There has to be that pipeline of younger
members to keep the organization moving into the future.
But as we have all realized that the population of young
pilots is not very large. So, many chapters had to
consider folding the tent and rolling what members they
had left into another chapter. I hate to see that, because
these older chapters have great history and traditions.
But, the burden to keep a chapter functioning is
sometimes too much.
In the past year, I have kicking around an idea that
might be a possible aid. I mentioned it to Chuck and he
was receptive as well. What it is more interactivity
between the Metroplex’s EAA chapters, Dallas,
McKinney, Arlington, Granbury, and Hicks. Any chapter
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much easier for the person tasks with the meeting
presentations.Another area where a bit of cooperation
helps is the annual events that the local chapters host.
Every chapter has a few annual events that they host, and
it takes a considerable amount of volunteers to make
these functions a success. So, when attendance is low, it
becomes very discouraging for the host volunteers. To
have a better chance for success, the local chapters would
promote and attend these functions. We do this a bit
already. Our monthly chapter fly-in date has changed a
few times to coincide with these events. The Granbury
Spring and Fall fly-ins are good examples. But we also
promote and attend the McKinney chapter’s Fish Fry and
the upcoming Chili-Cook Off. Arlington has a few very
nice events, and in the future look forward to doing more
things with them. I enjoy going to the McKinney and
Granbury events, because I have new friends in each of
those chapters and enjoy visiting them at their events.
Once again, this is not a hard thing to arrange. It just
involves a little coordination with the leaders of the other
chapters, along with flexibility in the monthly fly-in
schedule.
All the local chapters support the Young Eagle
program, and these events are some of the hardest to
coordinate and require a number of volunteers to make
successful. With a limited number of pilot volunteers
planning around everyone’s schedules is difficult, but if

the pool of pilots is shared by all the local chapters,
planning becomes much easier. Pilots that could not
make one chapter’s event will have other opportunities
from other chapters to choose from. The past few years
our Young Eagle events had quite a few pilots from other
chapters, and we sure appreciate their help.
The last area in which group participation benefits all
the chapters is the group events. These are events that
several chapters coordinate together. We have had some
very good ones in the past. The trip to the Beechcraft
factory that we did with the McKinney chapter was a
very special day. Also, the trip to GAMI in Ada, OK
with the Granbury Chapter was also very memorable as
well as informative. We should try to do more of these
and include all the local chapters. These kind of events
just require coordination between chapter leaders.
Another group participation event was the LSA event
they the local chapters hosted at McKinney airport last
year. Every one had an area to work and everyone did a
terrific job, and the event was a great success. Good
things can haapen when we put a collective effort behind
it. Besides, working with members of other chapters
keeps thing fresh and interesting. There is plenty of
interesting aviation enthusiasts in the Metroplex and it is
always good to get to know them.
This is not some revelation that happened in one day.
These ideas have been happening for the past several
years. We have implemented several of them and they
work pretty well. With more movement in that direction,
these concepts will grow to be the normal operating
procedures for the future. If we work together the burden
of running a chapter becomes less and that leaves more
room for the fun parts.
If you have any more ideas, or want to take part, let
someone on the Board of Directors know. Or, you can
take one of those leadership positions and effect change
personally. The EAA will not grow if we let our efforts
and ideas stagnate.
I’m stepping off the soapbox, but before I do, remember
no effort goes unrewarded. So volunteer and get
involved. If we combine efforts the result is greater.
There is quite a bit of diversity in the EAA population
in the Metroplex. Lets take advantage of it. Everyone
benefits.
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Why Soar?
By David Cheek

How could you not like a form of flying that allows you
to fly for more than seven hours using less than two
gallons of gas for the tow plane? This summer I was able
to make at least four additional flights averaging six
hours each, so this was not just one good day. Soaring
flight produces the satisfaction of knowing that these
flights were so good because you had the skills to use the
energy in the sky to extend your flight.
This has been one of the best soaring seasons in north
Texas due to the hot temperatures and dry conditions.
Many north Texas glider pilots made routine flights of
more than 500 Kilometers (310 statute miles), the
distance required for a diamond distance award. Some
pilots made several flights of over 700 Kilometers (435
miles). It was just wonderful to help launch these gliders,
and then see what they were able to do each day. Good
things usually end, as soon as the late summer rains
arrived and the temperatures started to drop, we had to
work harder to make interesting flights.

your plane encounters. The final skill is the ability to
locate lift and reach it so that the second set of skills can
be applied. Everybody that gets a glider license has
learned the first set of skills. Most will also be able to
make use of the larger and stronger thermals we have
during average summers. Fewer glider pilots will have
the skills to locate and reach lift, which is the key to
really having fun with this part of flying. This is the
postgraduate school of glider flying that transforms a
glider pilot into a soaring pilot.
Soaring is pure sport and maneuvering flight. A good
flight is proof that you have gained and applied the skills
of flying and making good decisions. The successful
soaring flight is the result of knowledge and its
application to the day’s weather. It is flight for the pure
joy of flying unrestricted by any requirement for
productive value. There is no need for radios or gyros or
engine instruments.
I still enjoy flying an aircraft with an engine. It is the
only way you can make trips and get home again. I also
enjoy just flying around and while an engine powered
airplane is good for that, most of the joy of those flights
can be enjoyed without having to spend much money on
gasoline. If you want to know more about soaring call
me at 972-272-5332.

For the distance flights from Caddo Mills, some of the
turn points used were Teague airport, town of Kemp,
Athens, Paris (Texas), Durant and Atoka Oklahoma. The
flights from Texas Soaring Association (TSA near
Midlothian) ranged as far west as Breckenridge (Texas).
TSA usually flies West and Southwest of their airport, P49 permitting.
I fly a SGS 1-26, which was designed as a glider with
minimum cost as the goal, and all performance objectives
were secondary. It has a best glide ratio of 23 to 1 at a
speed of 49 MPH. My best flight (in a very low
performance glider) was 140 miles, and it was
improvised because I got bored with flying around the
local area. It was possible to make three flights of more
than 100 miles. The longest distance ever flown in a 1-26
is 450 miles. If I had planned to do distance flying this
year, my performance would have been better.
A soaring pilot has to master three sets of skills. The
first set is defined by the FAA and is safety related. The
second is the ability to make the best of whatever lift
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Robbed By Garmin!
By David Buono

Garmin stole $600 from
me at Oshkosh!
Okay,
maybe “stole” isn’t the
right word. How did they
GET $600 from me, you
ask? They did so by releasing
an updated version of their highly
successful 396… The 496. They had to know I
would want the 496! So, by raising the price $600, they
could have just as easily reached into my pocket and
pulled out the money (and the lint balls)!
Released last year, Garmin’s 396 portable GPS receiver
was lauded as one of the best aviation devices of 2005.
Flying Magazine gave it an Editor’s Choice Award and
Popular Science recognized it in their Best of What’s
New issue. More importantly, the 396 was on just about
every pilot’s “want” list, including mine. Since I have a
panel mounted Garmin GPS, I couldn’t justify buying the
396 for the kind of flying I was doing, which was all
VFR. When I started doing my IFR training, I started to
realize the benefit the 396 would bring to my cockpit. I
saved up my money and made the decision to buy one at
Oshkosh, because I thought I’d get the best deal there.
Then Garmin did something that was not predicted until
just weeks before Oshkosh. Rumors started flying (pun
intended) about Garmin releasing a new portable GPS
unit, but nobody had any details. The release and
subsequent details about the 496 were released on
Monday, the first day of Oshkosh. The price of the 396
was lowered to $2195 and the 496 was priced $600
higher at $2795.
So, as predicted, I purchased a 496 while at Oshkosh.
No vendor is allowed to lower the price, so I looked for a
vendor selling CO2 detectors (another thing on my
“want” list). I found a small vendor that sold both and
had them take $30 off the price of the C02 detector. So
that was my big “deal” at Oshkosh… So I spent an extra
$570 instead of $600. WAHOO! Time to celebrate!
Now for the PIREP…

airplane's AI. I saw those same results on my flight
back with it. As a backup instrument for IFR flying,
the performance of the 6-pack page was enough of a
difference. It made it worth it to me to spend the
extra money.
Second, the weather... I've never had weather in the
cockpit before, so this was a new experience for me. I
think it's like traffic in the cockpit. You don’t know
what you're missing until you have it... I don't think I'll
ever fly a long cross country without it (weather) now
that I know what it's like. There is no substitute for the
pilot's eyes, but human eyes can only see so far. It was
priceless to be able to see METAR's for airports on my
projected flight path hours before I reached them. The
forecast in the Midwest was scattered t-storms, and there
were cells everywhere. I was able to make a decision
early on to deviate to the west a little and go around a big
cell right in the middle of my intended path. On my way
up there, I used flight watch a lot, but there is no
substitute for seeing things with your own eyes on the
screen. I also found the AOPA airport guide to be helpful,
which is a new feature on the 496. I had to stop for fuel
earlier than planned because of my deviation. I was able
to decide where to stop by verifying the airport actually
had 100 LL. It also showed me the traffic pattern
direction, which is a nice touch. Yes, all that info is in the
AF/D, but it is nice to have it for the whole country and at
your finger tips. Another very useful feature was the
nearest function. We all know that you can find the
nearest airport, VOR, NDB, or intersection on any GPS,
but they added a nearest weather feature. So with a few
clicks, you can find the nearest reported altimeter setting
for example.
Third, the user friendliness was incredible. I only had to
pick up the manual to figure out 1 or 2 things. It is so
intuitive! I think a lot of the menus are the same as the
396, so I'm not sure how much of this was actually an
upgrade. Maybe it's a combination of being a computer
guy and flying with my panel mounted Garmin for almost
2 years, but I found it to be simple to get around and find

First, the reason I chose the 496 over the 396 was
mainly speed. I read about the processor upgrade, but it
didn't mean much until I saw it with my own eyes. It's
hard to notice on the map page, but it's obvious on the "6pack" page of instruments. I played with both side-byside at their booth, and the 396 is choppy and a little
delayed. The 496 was spot on. I watched a video they had
of the 496 mounted in a flying airplane. The attitude
indicator of the 496 was almost exactly in sync with the
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exactly what I wanted when I wanted it. It was just as
easy to customize the map page.

Upcoming Events

Fourth, the XM music. I've been flying with XM music
for about a year now, so this was nothing new to me. For
those that do a lot of cross-country flying, it is a great
benefit to have music. No matter what kind of music you
like, there will be something available to you. It really
helps pass the time, especially when you're solo.

Sep 30 Hilltop Lakes Annual Fly-In (0TE4).
TIME: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. AGENDA: door prizes,
hangar flying, & lunch. UNICOM 122.75
FFI: Dave Wagner 936/855-2948 dwags@valornet.com

NEW FEATURES:
The 496 added some other new features not discussed
above. One is the SafeTaxi data. This shows your
position on the airport with taxiway’s marked, but this is
not at every airport. Garmin states that they have info for
650 US airports. I found it tough to use when solo,
because the writing on the screen is so small. If you have
a copilot, though, it is helpful. Another new feature is
altitude sensitive SmartAirspace Alerts. This alerts you if
you’re about to fly into marked airspace only if you’re at
the right altitude. Previously, your altitude was not
factored into the equation. The 396 just looked at it in a
2D perspective. And the last new feature I want to
mention is the preloaded street data. You can pull the
unit out of the plane, press a few buttons, and you have a
fully capable GPS for your car. The 396 was capable of
this, too, but you had to connect the unit to your PC and
load the street data from a CD. Then you would have to
do it again to go back to aviation mode.
So who is this toy for? I don’t think this comes down to
VFR pilots vs IFR pilots. I think it comes down to the
kind of flying you do. If you stay mainly local and don’t
stray much from the DFW area, I’m not sure you need the
extra features of the 496. But, if a lot of your flying is
cross country where you’re not familiar with the area and
weather could change while you’re airborne, then I think
the benefits of the 496 could be fully realized.
Summary: Overall, Garmin has hit a homerun with this
handheld. It's packed with features and is incredibly easy
to use.
You can read more on the web at
http://www.garmin.com/products/gpsmap496/

October 2006

If you would like your event listed here send them to
events@eaa168.org

Sep 30-Oct 1 "Fort Worth Alliance Air Show 2006"
PARKING: $10 per vehicle
ADMISSION: Free INFO: www.allianceairshow.com
Oct 7 The Grand Prairie Fly-In (KGPM)
TIME: 7:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
AGENDA: pancake breakfast, various pilot skill contests
with prizes, FAA Safety Seminar, BBQ and more! Come
all! WEBSITE: www.aviatorair.com
Oct 7-8
Commemorative Air Force Airshow
Midland, TX (MAF) WEBSITE: www.cafhq.org
Oct 7 EAA Chapter 59 Pancake/Sausage Breakfast FlyIn. McGregor Exec Airport (PWG) TIME: 8:00-NOON
Oct 20-22 Safety Fly/Splash-In Cedar Mills, TX (3T0)
Oct 21 - CHILI COOKOFF McKinney, TX. (TKI)
http://www.eaa1246.org
Oct 21 Moonlight Airshow New Braunfels, TX (KBAZ)
TIME: doors open at 9:00 a.m., air show starts at 1:00
p.m. FFI: www.moonlightfund.org
Oct 27-29 22ND Annual Flying M Ranch Fly-In/CampOut Reklaw, Texas. LOCATION: Airstrip location,
(7TA7) 2.3 miles SE of Reklaw, TX, east side of Hwy
204. east side of Hwy 204 (This is a private-use airstrip &
does not comply with FAA requirements for public-use
airports. Hosts are not responsible for accidents.)
AGENDA: Cook Out, Pancake Breakfast, BBQ, Awards
Dinner, Prizes, Hiking etc.
Website: www.reklawflyin.com
Oct 28 - Dallas Executive Airport Breakfast Fly In.
(RBD). TIME: 8 a.m. to Noon.
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For Sale Services, Parts, Other

MUX-8A (black box data recorder) for Electronics
International UBG-16. Retails for $395..New in original
packaging including all wiring and installation manuals.
$225 or best offer. Mel 972-784-7544

1971 Bellanca 7ACA. Original 2 cylinder Franklin. Great
little airplane, but hasn't flown in a long time and is not
airworthy. $13.9K. Darwin Frerking 972-270-8393 or
drfrerking@sbcglobal.net.

Long EZ plans and materials for sale. Steve Smith, a local
homebuilder, passed away and his wife Nancy is selling his
Long EZ project and plans, plans for the Mini IMP, and
plans for a 1/2 scale F4U Corsair replica. Please see
www.coolairplane.com for details.

Hangar Space Available at Aero Country Airport (T31) I
have hanger space available in a large, insulated brand-new
hanger. Located in an ideal position on the field mid-runway.
Hanger is ultra-clean, has bathroom, compressor, electric
door, epoxy painted floor and more. RV friendly, share space
with an RV-8A and a RV-10 nearing completion. $200 per
month for an RV sized ship. Please contact me for additional
details. Dave Dalski 214-641-8821

Six Pack Flight Instruments with 230 TT Horizon Sigma Tek
5000, DG Sigma Tek 4000, Vac System (pump, reg, filter),
AirSpeed IF UMA 16 310 261D marked for RV-8, Altimeter IF
BG-3B, VSI, T&B. Total cost new was $2683. Asking $1500
(45% off new). Marvin Brott 214 726 9117 or
pmbrott@sbcglobal.net
DPS Fuel Flow/Totalizer. (now supported by DMA in Houston).
2 1/4" unit including Floscan transducer, shows...fuel used...fuel
flow per hour...fuel remaining...time remaining. "K" factor is
adjustable. Six years old (350 hrs). Looks and works like new.
Asking $450. Mel 972-784-7544

Hanger Space Half of a 60 foot hangar at TKI for $287.50
per month. Room for a high wing or short low wing aircraft
with lots of space for storage and work area as well. Call
Walt Lammert at 214 642 4522
Van's RV9A Kit. Paperwork and documentation included.
Tail Kit. A&P built horizontal stabilizer. Quickbuild
fuselage at Vans ready for delivery. Vans prefab fuel tanks.
Wing kit still in box. New CS prop for IO of O-360. James
Paul 214-392-6182 or jgpaul@sbcglobal.net.

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from
nonmembers will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.
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Treasurer Michael Stephan
treasurer@eaa168.org 972-857-3327
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Mike Hoye
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mstephan@shr.net
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Web site Address: www.eaa168.org
We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format,
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.
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DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM
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❏
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