Lancaster Chili Cook Off
By Michael Stephan

Last month the designated Chapter monthly fly-in was
to Lancaster for their First Annual Chili Cook-Off. When
something is promoted as first annual, you never know
what to expect. I was expecting a handful of people, a
few pots of chili and discussions on how to make it
bigger for the second annual event. But, I was pleasantly
mistaken. This was a large event with food vendors,
airplane vendors, and quite a few top quality Chili
competitors. Lucky, from Air Salvage of Dallas, prepared
his delicious jambalaya for visitors. They also had tours
of ASOD as well. In the afternoon, there was a seminar
on weather, which several of our members attended and
said was quite useful.

The weather was hard to predict, but the ramp area was
nearly full. In one of David Cheek’s articles, he tells of
how spotty the weather was that day.
It was a great event and I look forward to going to the
Second Annual Lancaster Chili Cook-Off.

Important: The July Chapter meeting is on
Tuesday July 10th. Note the date change

I was also pleasantly surprised to see the number of
Chapter 168 members that were there. It was our largest
turnout this year at a fly-in. I got to talk with a few that I
don’t see very often. I even saw one of my neighbors
from the Grand Prairie airport (he is flying a recently
finished RV-7A).
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Monthly Schedule

July 10th Chapter Meeting (Date Change)

July 17th Board Meeting

The July Chapter meeting
will be on Tuesday July
10. It will be held at
the Farmers Branch
Library, located on
the
northwest
corner of Webb
Chapel
and
Golfing Green Dr.
The meeting will
be held in the
auditorium and will
begin at 6:30 p.m.
and finish by 9:00 p.m.

The BOD meeting will be held on July 17th at the
Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM. The
minutes from the June BOD meeting recorded by David
Bouno are as follows:

This month will feature a
presentation from Kurt Sehnert of Legend Aircraft in
Sulphur Springs. A new company was formed called
Texas Sport which will offer the Cub like aircraft in kit
form. This was announced at Sun-N-Fun, and Kurt will
be able to give us the latest details on the kit, as well as
answer any questions you have on the operations their
Sulphur Springs facility.

Attendees:
David Buono, Sam Cooper, Michael
Stephan, Brad Roberts, Don Christianson, Mel Asberry,
Ann Asberry, Marvin Brott, Jim Phillips, David Cheek,
Tom Guyton
•

July meeting schedule pushed 1 week (7/10 and 7/17)

•

July Speaker – Texas Sport Kit with Kurt Sehnert

•

July Fly-out – 7/14 to Sulphur Springs – 8:15am on the
ramp

•

August speaker – Marvin Brott (Oshkosh presentation)

•

July newsletter folding – David Buono July 31

•

New newsletter policy – Classified ads will drop off
after 3 months if not renewed

July 31st Newsletter Assembly

I like the cub inspired aircraft that they produce and
wanted to be able to build one. Now I can. If you think
the same way, then this will be a very interesting
meeting. Tell you friends and we will see you there.

This month the Hangar Echoes will be assembled on
Tuesday July 31st at the home of David Buono at 6707
Winterwood Lane in Dallas (75248). For directions call
David at 214-774-2319.

July 14th Chapter Fly-In

We were at David’s’ a few months back, but he is
moving quickly on his RV-7 and has new assemblies to
look at. So, we will go there and check on his most
recent progress.

The July fly-in will be on Saturday July 14th to Sulphur
Springs for breakfast at the Red Barn followed by a tour
of the Legend Cub, Texas Sport, and the Cub rebuilding
facilities. We will meet on the ramp at 8:15 and take the
short walk over to the restaurant. If breakfast is too early
to get going and you want to take the factory tour, be on
the ramp at 9:30 to make sure you don’t miss the group
tour. David Cheek will help coordinate airplane ride
sharing, so contact him or be at the July meeting.
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If you have never been to an assembly before, they are a
good time. It Consists of mostly airplane talk, a brief bit
of work, some delicious snacks, and it is the only
function we have were you can see a project under
construction. So, come on out and join us.
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July 10th Presentation by Kurt Sehnert
By Marvin Brott

Presidents Message

A Message from the President
The President’s words of wisdom will be on Hiatus for
this month, but we will have two month’s worth of topics
in the August issue.

Future DFW Airspace Issues
There are some potential class B airspace (aka Class B)
expansions in the future for the DFW area. The reason is
that there are three areas where problems occur because
jet aircraft approaching DFW or Love airports, enter class
B, exit below the class B and then re-enter it before
landing. The safety concern is that you may be flying
below the class B, completely legal, and have a jet
descend on top of you.

Legend Cub's Kurt Sehnert will be our speaker for the
July meeting. He will give us an overview of Legend
Cubs products and Texas Sport Aircraft’s new Texas
Sport amateur-built aircraft. The Texas Sport is a factorynew aircraft kit, intended for amateur builders, in the
spirit of the American Legend Cub and historic Piper J-3
Cub. The Texas Sport combines the most popular
features of the J-3, PA-11, and PA-18 designs... but offers
some intriguing options, as well. For one, builders can
either certify their planes to a gross weight of 1320
pounds, and pilot their Texas Sport under sport pilot
regulations... or, the Texas Sport can be certified with a
higher gross weight of 1600 pounds. This will allow the
builder to complete their aircraft with their choice of
features and options, often at a fraction of the cost of a
production airplane.
Should be a very interesting presentation. We will
follow it with a tour of the facilities at Sulphur Springs
airport at out monthly fly-in on Saturday July 14.
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A change in the internal organization of the air traffic
part of the FAA created a separate group that evaluates
safety issues. They are not concerned with the disruptive
effects of the solutions.
These enter-exit-re-enter
problems occur in other class B areas. The safety
advocate has a brief history of demanding immediate
correction without going through the normal public
comment process required to establish new class B
airspace.
Since this is not a real or current proposal, I won’t start
a rumor with the details. The changes would affect those
who fly under the 3000 or 4000 foot outer rings of the
DFW class B. Specifically, if you ever need to fly over
Lake Dallas (the city) and South of Denton airport (a
northeast to southwest shortcut) or over Lancaster airport
(a different northeast to southwest shortcut). If you want
more details, then please talk with me at a future meeting,
and I’ll provide details. If you are quite happy to fly
around the outermost 30-mile radius of DFW Class B,
then none of this will affect you. The “northwest short
circuit” over Hurst and Keller is not affected at all.
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New Ad policy
By Michael Stephan

With agreement from the Board, ads placed on page 11
of the newsletter will expire after 3 months. If you wish
to keep your ad, contact me and let me know that you still
have the items for sale and that the information is correct.
This will keep the ads from getting old and incorrect.
This policy begins this month, so if your ad
disappeared, then send me an email at mstephan@shr.net
or call me at 214.232.2405.
Ad space is free to chapter members, and ads are placed
at the editor’s discretion.

In Flight Weather Information
By David Cheek

XM weather service has not yet landed in my airplane.
My cross-country flying has been very limited the past
six months and I am still using old methods of getting
weather information. This is a story of the success that is
possible with those methods, recorded for the benefit of
those who do not have the money to buy the “big silicon”
modern solutions.
The Lancaster chili cook-off on June 9, 2007 was the
time and place. This was a day the television weather
forecasters had called for a 50 percent chance of rain.
The morning was clear and it was smooth flight over.
Low cumulus clouds started to form by 11 AM earlier
than normal. Just after noon I took off, headed for Caddo
Mills airport to have some fun soaring under the strong
looking clouds. These clouds could also be an early sign
of rain, but the radar loop in the Lancaster terminal did
not show heavy rain. This must have been stale data, but
it did not contain any time stamps, a serious omission.

News and Notes
10 miles (maximum ever reported by AWOS), clear, light
rain, thunderstorm and lightning distant ALL quadrants.”
What would you do with that? In the 15 minutes it took
to fly from Mesquite Metro to Caddo Mills, the
Greenville AWOS changed to a gusty strong northerly
wind, the visibility decreased, the rain intensity increased
and the ceiling went from unlimited to 1000 feet. The
view out the windshield was still very nice. I continued
on just to confirm the reported weather and make this
little report.
When I got to Caddo Mills airport, there was light rain
beginning to fall, I could see the low clouds to the East
and it was clear there would be no sport gliding the rest
of that day. I turned around and went back to Lancaster
to attend a very good weather seminar. The information
gathering took only 15 minutes, which is often the age of
NEXTRAD in flight data. In this case, XM radar data
would have allowed me to turn around earlier and been
just as good as the information I used. It was not
necessary to call flight watch or flight service to obtain
this information and make a decision.
Final weather box score, Caddo Mills airport was
soaked with rain, Short Stop and Lancaster did not get
rain. I got back home to Addison well before sunset
without getting shaken or soaked. XM weather is very
nice, but there are still some good alternatives and you
always have to keep your eyes open.

In the holes between the clouds, looking east over
Mesquite Metro, the top clouds of a thunderstorm started
to appear in the distance. I turned on the Strikfinder (a
lightning detection tool) and tuned in Bonham VOR for
the HIWAS broadcast. I also tuned in the Greenville
Majors AWOS. The Strikefinder showed a tight and
rapid accumulation of lighting strokes within 100 miles
straight ahead.
The HIWAS broadcast detailed
convective SIGMET (Significant Meteorological
warning) 17C that included most of northeast Texas all
the way back to Lancaster. It warned of thunderstorms
moving little and reaching up to 40,000 feet (strong
storms). These two pieces of information confirmed each
other.
The Greenville AWOS was one of the oddest I have
heard. It said approximately “wind near calm, visibility
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N143DV
By David Jones

The flames were licking at the ceiling of the shop in just
seconds, from five feet away we could feel the heat. Our
only warning was a little pop. We had our backs to the
Big Buddy heater as we were slowly turning the nuts to
loosen the prop. I was already in a bad mood because we
were in the process of removing our prop, engine, and
mount. This was due to the fact that our Van’s engine
mount did not provide the required clearance for our new
engine. This would set us back months. But this new
turn of events had the makings of really ruining my day!
I moved quickly to the front door of the shop where I
kept the large fire extinguisher. I pulled the pin and
hesitated for just a second. My mind was reeling, the
shop was insured, the project had builders insurance, but
my new snap on tools, damn, I guess I would loose them!
It was about then that I heard Vicki screaming, put it out,
put it out! I depressed the trigger and swept the nozzle
just like I was taught in the Boy Scouts many years ago.
Slowly the flames died down, I opened the garage door
and kicked the heater onto the gravel outside. In order to
explain that slight hesitation, I guess I need to back up
and share the rest of the story with you.
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Vicki and I decided to buy a Van’s RV10 kit at
Oshkosh in 2003. Van’s started selling the kits at the
show, and we were the 26th sucker, ahhh buyer, in line. It
was a whim, an impulse purchase. An impulse purchase
of an airplane! What were we thinking! We were flying
a perfectly good PA28-151 Warrior that had never let us
down. It was slow, but hey, what a great way to build
hours! I had visions of speed dancing in my head as I
read about the RV10. There is a theme in that last
statement, I like speed, instant gratification! Not exactly
the traits of an experimental home builder! My beautiful
wife on the other hand, she is more tuned to the journey,
enjoying the ride and the view!
So, off we go, hammering away on the tail kit when it
arrived at the door of our Dallas home. It went together
quickly, I liked that. Vicki liked the actual building
process. When we had a problem, along would come a
Chapter 168 member to move us quickly in the right
direction. This is a piece of cake! The wings just flew
together (pardon the pun), and the fuselage was well on
the way when the first of many events to derail our
progress came along. We decided to move home to TN,
find new jobs, and get out of the big city. The move set
us back six months or so, and then things really started
slowing down. Fiberglass. I know this is a family
newsletter so I will try real hard here, but who invented
this forsaken stuff! You guys building composite aircraft
are nuts! My hat is off to you, but you’re nuts! This stuff
is sticky, stinky, stubborn, and a real pain to sand! Turns
out our metal airplane, has a lot of this stuff on it. To
make things worse, we just moved away from all our
resources in Chapter 168! By now, you should be seeing
the theme in that last statement also! We quickly joined
Chapter 1368 (really, exactly 1200 chapters later) in
Lexington, TN looking to plug into the same resources
that we had just left behind. The only thing was,
including Vicki and I, Chapter 1368 now has 7 members!
This could be a problem! We eventually have to wire
this airplane, and I don’t think Mel is going to let Ann
move in with us to get it done! I really started to panic
here! Vicki on the other hand, calm, irr-i-tat-ing-ly calm!
We dive into the wiring and it really starts to drag. I did
not know which side of an electrical socket to stick my
finger in to straighten my hair when I started wiring the
panel. With Ann’s help getting me started, five or six
passes thru Knuckles book on wiring small airplanes, and
reading everything I could find on the web, I figured out
how to straighten my hair, but keeping the smoke inside
the wire had became my new problem. Who ever coined
the phrase “you eat an elephant one bite at a time” was a
fool. To eat an elephant, you need a whole tribe! I
pulled everyone I knew into my task of wiring the panel.
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of my abuse, but never lost his sense of humor! After
many months of work, we had an engine mounted on a
newly modified Van’s engine mount, and a bunch of
parts in the shop that actually looked like an airplane. I
will give you one guess to figure out who put together the
baffling baffle kit! Yep, little miss, this is fun like a
jigsaw puzzle! At this point I just wanted to wrap the
thing in duck tape and call it done!

It took a while but eventually I actually started getting
flight instruments to work, and even talk to each other.
Somewhere along the way, I started to understand what a
volt, amp, and ohm was. It was about here in the build
process that the other favorite builder saying “90 percent
done, and 90 percent to go” really started to get irritating!
With the panel completed and working, we were right
back into the thick of things with landing gear, windows,
interior, and the biggie, engine installation! Vicki kept
plugging away calmly, while I fretted over engine and
installation. Another trip to Oshkosh, and I had an engine
on order from Mattituck. I really hope you start to
understand that last theme. Oshkosh is a bad, bad place
for pilots! It gets them into much trouble, and costs them
lots of money! Its like letting a seven year old loose in a
Godiva chocolate store. No logic or amount of reasoning
can bring that child down off that chocolate high! I don’t
know if you noticed or not, but about the time we started
on the engine installation, Mel and Ann’s phone quit
working correctly. I really suspected that they were tired
of phone calls from me and just unplugged it! We
needed help on too many occasions to count. Someone
from Chapter 168 was always there. Mel took the worst

After moving the airplane to the airport things started to
move pretty fast! Fast, did I say that? Well, it wasn’t
long before Mel and Ann showed up for the final
inspection. I was a nervous wreck. You put four years of
your life into building something you had no business
attempting in the first place. A little doubt has to creep
into the psyche somewhere.
I had this recurring
nightmare of Mel saying, you’re going to try and fly
THAT? Vicki did her best to keep me calm, and Mel and
Ann did a great job of not laughing at some of my less
than perfect work.
Like say, the trim system being
completely backward in all axes of flight! But before you
knew it Mel was saying congratulations, you no longer
have a project! My first thought was, wow, some idiot
has to test fly this thing now!

After a few days with Alex DeDominicis for some
transition training, I actually started to feel like a pilot
again. Alex did a good job of not laughing at both Vicki
and my rusty flying skills. We had sold the Warrior two
years prior to pay for the last bits of the RV10 and had
done very little flying. He worked us through the worst
of it, and even made it fun in the process. Meanwhile,
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the idiot that agreed to test fly my airplane was at least
patient enough to wait for a really nice day. There was a
light breeze from the south, and perfect clear weather.
The takeoff roll was short, and the flight was uneventful.
The landing was long, but very easy on the airplane and
pilot. The only issues were one slightly hot cylinder, and
trying to slow the airplane down for the landing. I, aka
the idiot, was not used to all those flush rivets on short
final! Vicki and I have about 10 hours on the airplane,
and so far, it is handling very well. We have not had any
real issues, mostly just adjusting the baffle to cool the
number 1 cylinder a bit better, and changing the set up on
the engine monitor.
Many people have asked us if we would do it again.
My answer is no! I do not have the patience, at least not
right now. Vicki would, and probably will take on
another project. I am pushing her to choose something
with floaty things hanging off the bottom of it! Low and
slow to compliment the 10, and our new lifestyle in the
country. When asked if I regretted the decision to build, I
would have to say no again! I have learned so many new
skills. I know this airplane and its systems so much better
than I did my previous airplane. I have a much better
ability to find issues in an airframe, and fix them than in
the past. But most importantly, I have met so many
people, whom all give time so freely, and who can
constructively criticize with amazing grace. All the
frustration pales in comparison. I hope I can help and
inspire future builders half as well as the people who
have helped and inspired me to complete this task. If we
can do it, you can too! The hardest part is catching that
stupid elephant!

SELLING/BUYING A PLANE
By John Phillips

Last month I wrote about sales and use taxes and
aircraft. I had gathered a lot of that information when I
was in the process of selling my plane. I wanted to
determine in advance if I would have any tax liability on
the sale. I didn’t want to wake up some morning to a
nasty notice from the State Comptroller’s office.
This month I thought I’d send in a “sample” of a form
of sales agreement that I prepared and used as the basis
for the sale of my own plane. In preparation I reviewed
everything on the EAA website concerning sales, and
also looked at several actual aircraft sales contracts that I
was able to find on the internet - including a sales
contract for a G-V that I thought was a bit more than I
needed. I wanted to keep the form relatively simple, and
easy to read, but to still address those things that were of
concern to me as the seller. If I had been buying a plane I
probably would have prepared a very different “sample”
form!
[Many of you know I’m a lawyer, but I’m not an
aviation lawyer. The “form” that follows contains my
ideas and may give you some ideas if you are buying or
selling a plane, but it is not intended for anyone to copy.
If you buying or selling a plane, the best common-sense
advice is to contact a knowledgeable aviation lawyer to
assist you. This is not legal advice to you and you
cannot rely on it!!]

See you at a fly-in some time soon!
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AGREEMENT OF SALE OF EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT - N_______ - WITH RELEASE AND INDEMNITY TO SELLER
Seller is [NAME], a married person, but his spouse is expressly not a party to this Agreement. Seller represents that the
Aircraft is his sole and separate property under Texas law.
Purchaser is [NAME], a single/married person. [Purchaser is married to [NAME], and he/she expressly agrees to be a
Party to this Agreement and expressly agrees that this Agreement is as fully binding upon him/her as it is upon Purchaser].
The Aircraft is N_______, an RV6-A built from a Van’s Aircraft kit by Seller.
Seller represents that Seller owns legal title to the Aircraft and that title will be assigned to Purchaser free and clear of any
liens, claims or encumbrances.
Purchase price of the Aircraft is $__________ , and the purchase price shall be paid in cash, cashier’s check or certified
check.
Seller will deliver the Aircraft , the logbooks [aircraft, engine and propeller], and FAA bill of sale to Purchaser at closing at
__________________Airport, ___________, Texas [K____] and Purchaser will simultaneously pay and deliver the full
purchase price of the Aircraft to Seller.
Purchaser will pay any sales or use tax imposed by any state or local government which results from the sale of the Aircraft.
Seller represents that he does not hold a sales-tax permit and he is not in the business of selling tangible personal property
and he has not made two (s) sales of tangible personal property within a rolling 12 month period, and reasonably believes
that his sale of the Aircraft is exempt from Texas sales-tax.
Seller is selling the Aircraft and Purchaser is buying the Aircraft on an “as is, where is” basis.
Seller makes no express or implied representations nor any express or implied warranties as to the airworthiness or
condition of the Aircraft or any of its parts.
Purchaser expressly acknowledges that the Aircraft is a home built “experimental” aircraft and is not “certified”.
Purchaser expressly acknowledges that Seller has recommended that Purchaser have a prepurchase inspection performed
by a certified mechanic with appropriate ratings or a repair station with appropriate ratings, and that Seller has offered
reasonable access to the Aircraft for that purpose.
Purchaser agrees to maintain and operate the aircraft in accordance with Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations, Chapter I,
Parts 1-199 [more commonly referred to as the “Federal Aviation Regulations” or “FARs”] and the Airmen Information
Manual [AIM] and any other applicable federal, state and local ordinances.
Purchaser agrees to purchase and maintain bodily injury and property damage liability insurance on the Aircraft for so long
as he owns it.
As further consideration of this Agreement and sale, Purchaser and Purchaser’s spouse expressly release, indemnify and
hold harmless Seller and Seller’s spouse from any and all claims, liability and responsibility for any injury (including but not
limited to physical, emotional or mental), death or damages of any kind, suffered by either or both of them or by any other
person as a direct or indirect result of the operation of the Aircraft, in the air or on the ground.
Each of the Parties acknowledges the right and opportunity to have consulted independent legal counsel concerning this
Agreement.
This Agreement shall be executed in multiple counterparts and
each counterpart shall be deemed an original counterpart.
This Agreement is a contract and it is binding and will inure to the
benefit of each and all of the Parties, their respective heirs,
representatives, successors and assigns.
This Agreement is the entire agreement of the Parties. There are
no promises, terms, conditions or obligations other than those
contained herein.
The laws of the State of Texas will govern the construction and
performance of this Agreement. [dates and signatures and notary
acknowledgements have been deleted from this “sample”].

P.S. - in case you missed it up above - nothing in this article is legal advice to you and you cannot rely on it!!
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Final Flight
By David Cheek

This is the story of my final flights in an L19 and the
delivery of that airplane to a new owner. The trip started
at Caddo Mills airport in Hunt county on Friday morning
April 6 and ended at Santa Rosa (Charles M Schulz a.k.a.
author of “Charlie Brown”-Sonoma County airport)
airport north of San Francisco California on Tuesday
afternoon April 10. There was a two day delay for
weather in Portales New Mexico, just across the border
from Texas. There were stops at eight additional airports
and the average leg duration was two hours and twenty
minutes.

before Easter) They responded to a phone call and came
out to give me the keys to the airport car. None of the
city employees responsible for the airport were pilots or
“airplane people” but they were very helpful.

I have never sold an airplane and this one did not
belong to me. Still, I had flown it for almost seven years
and it was the first airplane that I towed a glider with. It
was a special part of our operation at Southwest Soaring
even though it did not fly often. The best part of its value
was being able to answer the question “do you have a
Bird Dog over there” with some good stories about the
airplane.

When you are faced with schedule pressures and unflyable weather, it is important to set up conditions for
good decision-making. The schedule pressures were all
self imposed, and I knew it was more important to deliver
the airplane in good condition than to deliver it on a
specific date. The second requirement is to be sure you
are comfortable, fed and can check the weather. The
local Holiday Inn Express was just great; they had a
business center with a PC and high-speed Internet
connection. I could check the weather and file flight
plans without going to the airport.
Interesting
distractions were found to help pass the time between
weather checks. Two inches of snow fell Friday night
before the temperature fell below freezing, so my
horizontal stabilizer got iced very well and it took
temperatures above freezing to fix things. I did not bring
heavy winter clothes, just a light jacket with cap and
gloves.

The before departure weather briefings looked bad. The
charts for Friday looked worse with each release. The
night before forecasts were poor, but left the possibility
of being able to cross the New Mexico Mountains. There
are three passes that have AWOS sites to help VFR
crossing of the mountains. They are Guadalupe Pass,
Corona NM and Clines Corners NM (on Interstate 40).
The departure area was VFR. I was mentally prepared to
stop for weather, and it seemed that a bad start was better
than no start at all.

After 48 hours of weather delay due to snow and ice,
the weather suddenly cleared about 3 PM on Easter
Sunday. This gave me just enough time to make it across
the mountains and into the Rio Grande valley. The flight
went very well and I was greeted on arrival at the Belen
New Mexico airport by a nice silver RV-6 that was
departing. There was nothing open at the airport and no
public phone. I had scouted the location of motels when I
flew over the city, so I secured the airplane and started a
short walk.

The trip started VFR and progressed to low overcast
before Lubbock. The revised plan was to land at
Lubbock’s Town and Country airport and re-evaluate the
weather. The airport did not respond on Unicom and just
as I started my downwind leg a pickup truck drove down
the runway. There were also some red stars in the center
of the runway that I mistook for a closed airport marking.
So I pressed on to the original destination of Portales.

The next morning while walking back to the airport,
someone noticed me and gave me a ride. The main
business at Belen is a propeller shop and the people were
very nice. We talked about the Lopresti Swift Fury
design center coming to the airport, maybe and the sorry
city management of everything they touched. Then I
taxied out for take off just as a new Eclipse jet came in
for take off and landing practice. When I departed I used

Portales was a quick fuel stop and revaluation of the
weather, which now looked really bad for VFR flight. I
filed a flight plan to go far south, around El Paso in an
attempt to find better weather, but by the time I was ready
to take off, the far end of the runway was not visible in
the fog and the ceiling was around 1000 feet. Later
checking suggested that every reporting point from the
Mexico border to Wyoming was below the mountain
passes. It was time to meet the local people and spend
the night. This was a city run airport and none of them
were there when I arrived. (remember this is the Friday
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the “bird dog” call sign and the instructor in the Eclipse
replied with “is that a bird dog, I used to fly them at Fort
Rucker?”. We spoke about it and I hoped his client was
not paying for this walk down memory lane.
The route west took me over the very large array, a
radio telescope made of many radar dishes and is seen in
movies.
I followed US highway 60 through the
mountains in some light rain and snow to reach Show
Low Arizona, the midpoint of the trip (there was a low
pressure system over Utah making this rare western
weather. This is an airport with locked gates to get off
the ramp. They have airline service and you have to look
hard to find the pilot accommodations in the terminal.
The fuel price was reasonable, it was very windy and I
was on my way as fast as possible. This may be
Arizona’s largest ski resort; the area looked nice and
there was snow on the hills. I was hoping to see
Arizona’s Mount Baldy, but the ceilings and visibility
were not good enough.
The last leg of the day took me from Show Low over
Payson and direct to Lake Havasu City. The weather
cleared quickly and it was clear sky’s and modest
headwinds all the way. I passed just about 30 miles north
of Eagle Roost, the airpark that Monroe and Nancy
McDonald live at. They were in Dallas on the day that I
flew past.
Upon arrival at Lake Havasu City, I flew over and
failed to spot the area’s main attraction, the London
Bridge. This airport was one of the friendliest I stayed at
with good directions to self serve fuel and parking, a pair
of smoothie machines in the FBO lobby and the best help
ever in finding a hotel and getting a taxi and a good deal
on a meal. Turns out, I saw the London bridge; it just did
not look obvious from the air. It was bought in 1969 for
about 2.5 million dollars and moved for about 4 million.
I walked over it, takes about a minute (it was also being
repaired), and enjoyed the “west coast spring break
actives” that the city was attracting.
The next and final day included four legs with fuel
stops at Barstow-Dagget, Bakersfield municipal and
Merced municipal. There were some big turbine driven
solar plants near Barstow, an airline bone yard at the old
George Air force base in Victorville and many different
types of electric generating windmills at the famous
Tehachapi pass. The remainder of the trip was to airports
below 300 feet MSL in the giant California central valley
in great weather. You really get a respect for how much
food is grown in this area when you fly over it; there are
fields all around the horizon, for hours of flying. There
are irrigation canals everywhere. I made a back end
arrival to the San Francisco bay area, following the San
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Joaquin river drainage up and to the west past Concord,
south of Travis air force base and well north of Oakland.
I was able to fly over the racetrack formerly known as
“Sears point” which now has some unknown internet
sponsor. Santa Rosa is in a very green rolling valley that
is one of the three wine counties north of San Francisco.
(Marin, Sonoma and Napa) It was easy to climb to 5000
feet and get a view of the Pacific Ocean, over the costal
range of mountains, before making my final landing in
the L19.
This is one of the most emotionally varied trips I have
ever made. There was concern about weather, relief at
defeating weather, mountains and desert, enjoyment of
many great sights, sadness at leaving an aircraft we had
enjoyed and joy at seeing how happy the new owner was.
There are many hours in my logbooks but this trip will
always be one of the most memorable.

Upcoming Events
Airventure dominates the July schedule, so events are
scare, but here are a few.
Jun 30 Bell County CAP Squadron Gourmet Pancake
Breakfast. Draughon Miller Central Texas Regional
Airport, Temple, Texas
AGENDA: Famous Banana Pecan Pancakes!!
SITE: KTPL GA Terminal
TIME: 8:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
NOTE: Fly-In fuel discount
Jul 7 EAA Chapter 1347 Monthly BBQ Luncheon
Fayette Regional Air Center (3T5), LaGrange, Texas
TIME: 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
AGENDA: Come out & see some airplanes, talk to some
pilots & eat good BBQ!! $5.00 (Donations benefit
Aviation Scholarships to local youth.)
Website: www.co.fayette.tx.us/frac
Jul 23-29 EAA 55th AirVenture Oshkosh ‘07 Wittman
Regional Airport Oshkosh, WISCONSIN
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HANGAR ECHOES

For Sale Services, Parts, Other

Hangar Space at Aero Country available for short-wing,
short-fuselage plane such as RV.
Call K. Truemper eve (972) 596-8445.
Rapco engine driven vacuum pump RA215CC with fittings.
$80 (Aircraft Spruce price $320).Suction gauge 1” unused. $40.
(Spruce price $78). Mechanical tachometer 0-3500 rpm marked
for Lycoming O320. $15. Beechcraft electric fuel pump $20.
ADF indicator IN521 B. $15. L brackets (cast/machined) for
aligning RV empennage. 12 for $10.
George Kilishek 972-250-2906. s_kilishek@yahoo.com.
Rotax 503 SC with type B gear box and Rotax electric start kit
installed. 25 hrs since major overhaul at 325 total hours (
Manufacturer recommends major overhaul at this time). The
engine was running great before overhaul and is running great
now. $4000, call Jerry Mrazek at 817-265-0834.
Garmin 190 GPS COM handheld radio. Still works great, data
base was updated 4 years ago. Package includes charger, owner's
manual, and headset and push-to-talk interface. $700, call Jerry
Mrazek at 817-265-0834.
Six Pack Flight Instruments with 230 TT Horizon Sigma Tek
5000, DG Sigma Tek 4000, Vac System (pump, reg, filter),
AirSpeed IF UMA 16 310 261D marked for RV-8, Altimeter IF
BG-3B, VSI, T&B. Total cost new was $2683. Asking $1500
(45% off new). Marvin Brott 214 726 9117 or
pmbrott@sbcglobal.net
To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from
nonmembers will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.
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We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format,
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.
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