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Hangar Echoes 
April 2008 

EAA Chapter 168                        Dallas, Texas Chapter 168 Visits The Hard Eight 
By:  Dave Buono 

 

Our March fly-in was to Stephen-

ville and a visit to the Hard Eight 

Barbeque across the street from the 

airport.  The fly-in was well at-

tended, but a few “regulars” could-

n’t make it.  There was also a 

Young Eagles event at McKinney 

that many people flew at earlier in 

the day. 

 

Since I don’t have a plane to fly, I thought it would be a 

good day to ride the motorcycle to Stephenville.  To make 

the 11am meeting time, I had to leave my house around 

9am.  The temperature was a cool 29 degrees when I left 

my garage.  I wasn’t even to the end of my street, and I 

had to go back to the house for more clothing.  No matter 

how many layers I put on, I can only do so much to shield 

my hands from the cold wind.  I had to make a stop in 

Glen Rose to regain feeling in my fingers, but other than 

that, I was okay.  I got a few “wow, I’m sure glad I’m not 

him” looks along SR-67, too. 

 

I got there early to take pictures of the great landings that 

I knew our chapter members would make, but I didn’t 

recognize any planes.  I didn’t recognize George Kil-

ishek’s new paint job, Bruce and MaryAnn Fuller landed 

in a rented 172, and Glen Snyder landed, but I didn’t 

know his plane either!  David 

Cheek did make a nice landing, 

but by that time I was in the FBO 

building trying to set fire to my 

hands in order to save them from 

frostbite.   I vowed to get a few 

shots of take-offs, but David, 

Michael Stephan, and I stayed so 

long at the Hard Eight, there was 

nobody left to photograph! 

 

When we arrived back at 

the airport after our way

-to-big lunch, there were 

a couple of neat air-

planes on the tarmac.  

The one that caught my 

eye was the Diamond 

Twin Star.  I’ve never 

seen one up close, so it 

was interesting to check out.   

 

On my way back home, I stopped to check out the pro-

gress on Don Christianson’s house in Pecan Plantation.  It 

has come a long way since the last time I saw it, and I’m 

sure he’s itching to move in.  Judging by the progress al-

ready made, the move-in date isn’t far off! 

David Cheek just after rotation 

http://www.airnav.com/airport/KSEP
http://www.airnav.com/airport/KSEP
http://www.hardeightbbq.com/
http://www.hardeightbbq.com/
http://www.diamondair.com/aircraft/da42_private/index.html
http://www.diamondair.com/aircraft/da42_private/index.html
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April 2 Chapter Meeting 
 

The April Chapter meeting will be on WEDNESDAY 

April 2. It will be held at the Farmers Branch Library, 

located on the northwest corner of 

Webb Chapel and Golfing 

Green Drive. The meeting 

will be held in the audito-

rium and will begin at 

6:30 p.m. and finish by 

9:00 p.m. 

 

Our speakers this month 

will be our very own Mi-

chael Stephan and Clay 

Romeiser.  They will be 

teaming up to demonstrate the 

power of the Internet and how fun it can be for any avia-

tion enthusiast.  There are tons of great web sites out there 

for your viewing pleasure, and Clay and Michael will 

give you a sneak peek at many of them.  There are also a 

few short videos that will be shown that are sure to wet 

your appetite.  Winter’s over, and it’s almost “flying sea-

son” again in Texas! 

We hope to see you there and bring a friend. 

April 5 Chapter Fly-In 
 

This month’s fly-in will be to Fayette Regional Air Cen-

ter (3T5) in LaGrange, Texas for EAA Chapter 1347’s 

monthly barbeque lunch. 

 

Fly a heading of 182 from Love Field and you’ll land in 

LaGrange about 176.4 miles later.  Chapter 1347 has been 

doing this monthly barbeque lunch for quite some time 

now, and it is always well attended. 

 

This is our chapter’s first official fly-in to LaGrange, and 

it’s sure to be a great time.  The lunch goes from 11am to 

1pm, and we plan to meet on the ramp at 11am.  There is 

a suggested donation of $7 to help Chapter 1347 defray 

some of the costs associated with the event. 

 

If you plan on arriving around 11am, be sure to have your 

head on a swivel.  There are many arrivals around this 

time, so everybody has to be alert and courteous to their 

fellow aviators.  Remember to make radio calls and stick 

to approved pattern entry procedures. 

 

You can get more info on the monthly lunch event from 

the web (http://www.co.fayette.tx.us/frac/index.htm) or 

by emailing Skip (frac@cvtv.net). 

April 29 Newsletter Folding 
 

The May edition of Hangar Echoes will be folded at the 

home of Charlie Kearns. 

 

Charlie is building an RV8 at his house.  The latest update 

is that Charlie has installed the instrument panel.  This is 

your last chance to see his project before it’s moved to the 

airport.  His address is 1528 Willowross Dr in Lewis-

ville (75077), and we will meet there at 7pm. 

Newsletter folding get-togethers are a great way to meet 

fellow chapter members in a low key atmosphere.  If 

you’re new to the chapter or thinking about joining, a 

folding can’t be beat as a way to see what we’re all about. 

April 8 Board Meeting 
 

The BOD meeting will be held on Tuesday April 8 at the 

Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM.  The min-

utes from the March BOD meeting recorded by David 

Buono are as follows: 
 

Directors In Attendance:  David Buono, Bruce Fuller, 

Michael Stephan, David Cheek, Sam Cooper, Don 

Christianson, John Peyton, Ann Asberry, John Phillips 
 

Notes: 

 April speaker will be Clay and Michael doing a 

presentation on having fun on the Internet 

 April fly-in will be to LaGrange, TX for EAA 

Chapter 1347’s monthly BBQ lunch 

 April 29 newsletter folding will be at Charlie 

Kearns’ house 

 Chapter summer picnic is tentatively scheduled for 

June 7 at the Asberry house 

 Michael gave the financial report 

 The board discussed how to better serve our news-

letter advertisers.  Many options were discussed, 

and Michael is going to tweak the proposal and re-

submit it to the board at a later date. 

 

http://www.airnav.com/airport/3t5
http://www.airnav.com/airport/3t5
http://www.airnav.com/airport/KDAL
http://www.co.fayette.tx.us/frac/index.htm
mailto:frac@cvtv.net?subject=Question%20about%20monthly%20bbq%20lunch
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From the Desk of the President 
 

Rain? Did 

someone say 

s o m e t h i n g 

about rain? 

We just got 

another 4.3”. 

I’m still wait-

ing for the 

runway to 

dry out so I 

c a n  g e t 

started getting rid of the weeds.  Got the tractor, got the 

blade, just need the “dry”! 

 

I got my annual FAA recurrent training out of the way 

last week. I was offered a new function code. It seems 

that the FAA doesn’t have the time or inclination to do 

field approvals so they have decided to allow some DARs 

to do them. It sounded pretty good at first as another way 

to expand my duties. However, the more I thought about 

it, the less attractive it sounded. I think I have enough to 

do with experimental and light-sport categories. BTW, 

while on the subject of Light-Sport, I got a call from a 

guy in Denton who is going to import the Tecnam S-

LSA. The first two are supposed to be ready for inspec-

tion around mid April. 

 

Bruce is lining up some very interesting programs for us 

this year. After the fantastic job he and Mary Ann did on 

the Christmas Party, I’m not surprised. 

 

If you missed the announcement at the last meeting, Mi-

chael Stephan is our newest Technical Counselor. Dr. 

Don will be busy building his house at Pecan Plantation 

for a while, so Michael will help pick up the slack. He 

already has experience in sheet metal after building his 

RV8, but today he and I visited a wood P-51 Mustang 

project being built by J. D. Muse. The empennage is done 

and the fuselage is coming along well. This is quite a pro-

ject. We need to schedule a newsletter party over there to 

take a look at it. 

 

Chapter 1246 has their annual fish fry scheduled for 

April 19th at McKinney (TKI). 

 

 

Mel 

 

 

Keep building and flying those Experimental Aircraft. 

A New Airport In North Texas 
By:  David Cheek 

 

For almost a year now, Dallas South airport has been 

growing near the town of Palmer, just south of Lancaster 

airport.  It is a grass runway and a small rock ramp with 

both 100 Low Lead and mogas fuel from a credit card 

controller.  For the weekend of March 15, they had the 

best bargain in all of North Texas for Avgas, $3.60 per 

gallon, guaranteed.  This was ten percent below the price 

at Mesquite, $3.95.  It may not last for long. 

 

The runway is crowned and well drained but not rocked 

or improved in any other way.  It is marked with car tires 

painted white.  It is still in black land soil, so I expect the 

runway to become unusable for at least a few days after 

rain.  The south threshold of the runway is about 30 feet 

from a county road and the local residents are not used to 

seeing aircraft pass over this road when we land to the 

north.  The runway is listed as 3800 feet long.  When I 

took off, about a thousand small birds flew from the short 

grass all around the runway, but none of them flew in 

front of me. 

 

There is a metal building that appears to be an office, but 

it is locked most of the time.  There are also about six T 

hangars in a single building north of the ramp.  The air-

port is listed as “unattended” in the facilities directory.  

The fuel operator is listed as “Pumpkin air”.  This may be 

the kind of affordable airport for those on a budget who 

do not fly often. 

http://www.tecnamaircraft.com/index.htm
http://www.eaa1246.org/
http://www.airnav.com/airport/T13
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SportAir Composite Workshop 
By David Buono 
 

Since I’m a first time airplane builder, I chose a metal 

airplane kit because metal was a material that was famil-

iar to me.  Having never worked with fiberglass or com-

posite material of any kind gave me a case of “fear of the 

unknown”.  I knew I’d have to work with it a little on the 

RV but nothing like if I was building a Lancair or similar 

composite aircraft.  Since my knowledge level was ZERO 

when it came to composites, I decided to take the Spor-

tAir composite course when it came to Dallas March 1-2. 

 

I was familiar with the SportAir workshops because I 

took the electrical one last year in Dallas.  Knowing 

they’d be back in about a year, I knew the composite class 

would be the next one I’d take.  SportAir workshops are a 

great way to boost your knowledge level, especially if 

you have very limited knowledge of a specific area.  The 

aim of the workshops is to give you a basic understanding 

of how the material works then allow you many hours of 

hands on project time under the watchful eye of the work-

shop leader.  This year in Dallas, SportAir conducted 6 

workshops over the March 1-2 weekend.  The choices 

were Composite Construction, Sheet Metal Basics, Fabric 

Covering, Electrical Systems and Avionics, Test Flying 

Your Project, and What’s Involved In Kit Building.  

Chapter 168’s own Mel Asberry participated in Test Fly-

ing Your Project and What’s Involved In Kit Building.  

I’m sure Mel learned a lot by attending those two work-

shops…  Just Kidding!  Mel participated in both to lend 

his expertise to the students. 

 

My day started at 7:30am in the upstairs break room of 

the Aviation Institute of Maintenance located on Love 

Field, where the workshops took place.  Participants from 

all the workshops huddled in one room and munched on 

coffee and donuts while the SportAir leaders went over 

the rules and some general info that would be useful to us 

over the next few days.  By 8:30am, students in the com-

posite, fabric, and sheet metal classes were headed down 

to a maintenance hangar owned by the school.  Others 

were off to their respective classrooms to begin their 

workshops. 

 

The three different groups separated into the corners of 

the large hangar, and we were ready to begin.  A make-

shift classroom was set up in a corner of the hangar with 

PowerPoint being the method of choice to deliver the con-

tent.  We went over the history of composites, steps in 

composite building, tools and workspace considerations, 

and safety before really diving into anything scientific.  

(Continued on page 5) 

Jay Pratt’s New Ride 
By:  David Buono 
 

Chapter member Jay Pratt completed the first flight of his 

new RV8 “Borrowed Horse” last year in July.  He took a 

few months to work out the paint scheme, and the final 

product looks fabulous!  Don’t take my word for it…  

Check it out for yourself! 

The “kill” symbols are actually little RV’s and Jay prefers 

to call them “builds” instead of kills.  There is one mark 

for every RV that has come out of RV Central.  Paint 

was done by Glo Customs. 

Photographs by Doug Reeves (www.deltaromeo.com) 

http://www.sportair.com/
http://www.sportair.com/
http://www.aviationmaintenance.edu/aviation-dallas.asp
http://www.vansairforce.net/rvcentral.htm
http://www.glocustom.com/
http://www.deltaromeo.com/
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After using a piece of spar cap tape, we filled the foam 

with some microfill, then laid up a few pieces of uni and 

bi-directional fabric.  This was done to one side only and 

by using peel ply to hold the edges down.  This marked 

the end of day 1. 

 

Day 2 started with a review of our canard project along 

with going over some typical beginner mistakes and how 

to avoid/correct them.  Then it was time to finish our ca-

nard project.  We had to pull off the peel ply and cover 

the underside of the canard.  After filling the foam core 

and laying 2 pieces of spar cap tape down, I began the 

layup process.  I was pretty comfortable by this point, so I 

was able to complete the project with minimal oversight, 

as was almost everybody else in the class. 

 

A break for lunch was followed by our last project of the 

workshop.  We had to take the foam board we glassed in 

the first project, cut it in half, and make a “T” structure 

out of it simulating attaching a rib to a surface.  After eve-

rything we had done up to that point, this didn’t seem 

hard at all.  After filling in the 90 degree corner with 

some filler to make a rounded edge, we used a few pieces 

(Continued on page 6) 

We then started talking about core materials, resins, fill-

ers, and fabrics along with the pros and cons for each.  

The discussion turned technical as we discussed charac-

teristics of the different materials.  We talked about things 

like why you wouldn’t want to use polyester resin to build 

an airplane, and we compared and contrasted epoxy resin 

to vinyl ester resin.  We compared different reinforcement 

materials like glass and Kevlar along with the different 

types of fabrics. 

 

Just as my head was starting to spin, it was time to put our 

books aside and get our hands dirty!  Our first project 

wasn’t the most exciting build project, but it got us started 

using some of the materials common in composite con-

struction.  We had to mix epoxy and hardener along with 

some filler material.  We filled in a square piece of foam 

with some microfill followed by laying up one ply of 

bidirectional fabric and then some peel ply.  This was just 

the start of a bigger project, so we broke for lunch at this 

point. 

 

Our  second 

hands-on pro-

jec t ,  which 

started right af-

ter lunch, was to 

build a canard 

wing surface out 

of a block of 

foam.  We 

paired off in 

groups of 2 so 

we could use the 

hot wire tool 

along with a template to cut the foam into the desired 

shape.  I didn’t find this overly difficult, but I can see how 

it takes a little practice to get perfect.  But that’s the 

beauty of composite, it doesn’t have to be perfect because 

you can fix just about any mistake later in the process.  

SportAir (Continued from page 4) 

Side view of the canard wing surface 

Finished canard surface before final sanding and trimming 
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of fabric to reinforce our “T”.  We then, of course, used 

peel ply to hold the edges down during the curing process. 

 

My feelings 

towards using 

c o m p o s i t e 

materials are 

mixed.  I can 

certainly see 

the upside of 

using com-

posites, but 

the smell and 

mess it cre-

ates are hard 

to get used to.  

If I was build-

ing a plane in 

a dedicated 

shop, I would 

consider starting a composite project.  However, I’m not 

sure I’d want to subject my garage to the mess that goes 

along with the building of a composite airplane. 

 

My feeling about the class is quite different, though.  I 

feel that SportAir has another gem of a workshop.  Their 

mission is to give you a little theory with a lot of hands on 

learning, and I think they accomplished that with flying 

colors.  For the price and time commitment, it’s a great 

way to learn the basics of an aspect of experimental avia-

tion you may not be familiar with.  Overall, I would 

highly recommend any of the SportAir workshops to fel-

low chapter members. 

SportAir  (Continued from page 5) 

 

Practicing bonding 2 surfaces in a “T” configuration 

Detail of filling the 90 degree corner 

Watch Your Pockets 
By:  David Cheek 

 
Your highway fuel tax money is about to be hijacked 

away from the purposes of building and maintaining auto-

mobile roads.  In the next session of the legislature, com-

muter railroad interests want to change the highway tax 

laws so they can get their hands on some of that money to 

build rail lines, stations and maybe buy some railroad 

cars. 

 

This was discovered a few days ago when a “suit” from 

the Trinity Railway Express (TRE), our local commuter 

rail line, was at a station helping to gather rider com-

ments.  The TRE is a single track railroad for about half 

it’s track.  This limits expansion.  He answered the ques-

tion of when will it be double tracked all the way, with 

the answer, “when the legislature changes the law”.   We 

know that DART is about $700 million short of the 

money it needs to meet future construction commitments.  

The TRE is completely owned by DART and the Forth 

Worth Transit authority.   All of them seem to be hunting 

for money.  Do you want them to have your fuel tax dol-

lars, in addition to the sales tax they already get? 

 

What does this have to do with flying?  We seem to be 

airport and runway poor in the sport flying community.  

Seems like all the good airports are private and they do 

not get ANY of the aviation trust fund money.  The air-

ports that do get it, like DFW, Love Field, Addison and 

Collin County Regional, seem to be using it to make run-

ways that can handle transport category airplanes, with 

only a few cents for our needs.  Even though we can use a 

nice big runway, it just attracts other aircraft operators 

that don’t want us around. 

 

We also have some of the trust fund diverted in Texas by 

TXDOT to non-runway and taxiway projects.  This was 

just decided last year and allowed the airport money to be 

spent on ramps and building and a few other things, I 

think.  Its all diverting the money we already HAVE TO 

PAY into areas that do not help us very much.  I am won-

dering if our alphabet agencies (AOPA, EAA) are help-

ing or hurting on this subject. 

 

The bottom line on all this is, watch where your money is 

going.  You do have a little say in this matter if you know 

when to speak up.  We are safe from the legislature for 

about another 9 months.  After that, look out! 

http://www.trinityrailwayexpress.org/
http://www.dart.org/
http://www.txdot.gov/
http://www.aopa.org/
http://www.eaa.org/
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Phil Boyer Comes to Dallas 
By:  Michael Stephan 

 

On March 19, AOPA president Phil 

Boyer, on his Town Meeting tour, 

made a stop at the DFW Hyatt Re-

gency to meet AOPA members and 

discuss issues that face pilots and 

General Aviation (GA). 

I have attended the meeting the past 

two years and a few things are ap-

parent.  That AOPA is very organ-

ized, very professional, and very 

active in representing pilots in po-

litical lobbying. 

 

This presentation was an interactive one, where questions 

posed to the audience were responded to with a little elec-

tronic device that tallied the results immediately and dis-

played them on the screen.  This beats the “show of 

hands” method, and made responses anonymous.  It was 

really neat technology.  Although like most technology, it 

took the pilots a while to figure out how to use it. 

 

Phil started the town meeting with a video presentation of 

the “Catch a Cardinal” winner that is based at Gregg 

County Airport near Longview, Texas.  He followed that 

with the new airplane project that will be given away this 

year to an AOPA member.  Phil noted that if you sign up 

for the automatic dues renewal, you will get two entries in 

the hopper, which doubles your chance to win. 

 

After the fun, the serious discussions began.  First con-

cern was the dwindling numbers of pilots.  The pilot 

population is now 597,000 down from 827,000.  To 

counter this, AOPA is continuing its “Be a Pilot” pro-

gram that encourages new starts as well as the pilot men-

tor program and now even provides a “Student Kit” for 

those beginning training. 

 

The next topic was the most concerning, and was a con-

tinuation from last year.  It was the continuing battle over 

user fees.  User fees, even after being handed a defeat last 

year, are still a lingering problem and are not completely 

dead.  The airlines are still lobbying; blaming corporate 

jets for all the airline delays.  If you believe the ads, all of 

GA consists of corporate jets full of wealthy “fat cats”.  

They spent $32.3 million lobbying Congress to levy fees 

on GA aircraft.  AOPA teaming with the NBAA 

(National Business Aircraft Assoc) countered with lob-

bying and advertising of their own.  They stated that GA 

operations at the top five congested airports were only 4% 

of the total number of operations.  They also argued that 

the cause of airline delays was 25% the airlines fault by 

crowding the schedules and 75% due to weather.  The 

solution to the problem as proposed by AOPA is to build 

more runways.  Atlanta, which was one of the most con-

gested airports, dropped out of the top ten after building 

more runways. 

 

AOPA has a website that they are using to educate people 

in the fight against user fees, and it can be found at 

www.aviationacrossamerica.org.  In the current fight, 

the House of Representatives passed HR 2881, which re-

authorized funding without using user fees.  In the Senate, 

the situation is more difficult.  Senate bill S2345 funds the 

FAA with no user fees and includes a modest five-cent 

increase in fuel taxes.  However, a competing bill, S1300, 

comes complete with user fees.  There is good and bad 

news.  The bad news is the Chair of the Aviation Sub-

committee is Senator Rockafeller, who is set on levying 

user fees on GA aircraft or restricting their access to ser-

vices.  However, we have an advocate in Minority Chair 

of the committee, Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, who as-

sumes the seat from the retiring Sen. Trent Lott.  Sen. 

Hutchison has committed to finding a solution that does 

not include user fees.  The current funding authorization 

expires on June 30, 2008.  So, the fight goes on.  The best 

thing to do is support AOPA by being a member and join 

in the fight for GA.  Also, contacting your representative 

helps drive home the message.  We will keep you updated 

if anything changes. 

 

(Continued on page 8) 

http://www.aopa.org/
http://www.airnav.com/airport/KGGG
http://www.airnav.com/airport/KGGG
http://flighttraining.aopa.org/projectpilot/
http://www.nbaa.org/
http://www.nbaa.org/
http://www.aviationacrossamerica.org/
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Next on the podium was our local 

AOPA Southwest regional represen-

tative, Shelly Lesikar deZevallos.  

She briefly discussed the challenges 

at Addison Airport and the conflict 

the city has with anything piston 

powered.  She said AOPA was there 

at the Texas Legislature to help kill 

the bill that fraudulently gave the 

City of Addison the right to levy un-

reasonable access fees to “through the fence” users.  She 

also highlighted the new public use airport for citizens 

living near Austin.  The new airport, Bird’s Nest Airport 

(6R4), will be a new home for those displaced by the 

changes there.  A Houston developer has bought the air-

port, and is planning major expansions that include 

lengthening the current paved runway. 

Phil Boyer, stepped back to the microphone, and the next 

topic was safety.  AOPA has promoted safety for years, 

and it is now easier to access.  AOPA educates pilots 

through the AOPA Air Safety Foundation.  They can be 

found online on their website www.asf.org.  There are 

several courses there including topics like, airspace, GPS 

navigation, mountain flying, weather, and many others.  

There is even a pinch-hitters course.  They are very ani-

mated, highly informative, very interactive, and very well 

done.  I went through the airspace course in a little over 

30 minutes.  I enjoyed it and was time well spent online.  

I’m sure there will take more.  Best of all, they are free. 

Phil also noted that AIG and USAIG are offering acci-

dent forgiveness, similar to the auto version, for those 

who complete the safety courses, which means if you 

have a claim, they will not raise your premiums.  The de-

tails on this program can be found online at 

www.aopa.org/asf/accidentforgiveness . 

 

AOPA will again be at Airventure in the big yellow tent 

in the vendors’ area.  Mr. Boyer also announced that the 

AOPA Expo will be Nov. 6-8 in San Jose, CA. 

 

Boyer  (Continued from page 7) 

At the end of the meeting, Phil fielded a few questions 

from the crowd.  The questions asked concerned ADS-B, 

the 406 Mhz ELTs, and Flight Service Station complaints. 

 

He asked that if you have a problem with a FSS to call “1-

866-FLT-SERV” and log the complaint.  He said that is 

the oversight for Lockheed Martin’s FSS system.  So, that 

is the best way to affect change. 

 

On the ELTs, Phil said the FAA is not planning on mak-

ing 406 Mhz ELTs mandatory equipment.  You can still 

use your existing 121.5 Mhz models, but know that satel-

lite monitoring will cease in Feb 2009.  He also suggests 

carrying a PLB (personal locator beacon) as an additional 

safety measure.  They are much cheaper and portable. 

 

Although AOPA is a big supporter of the ADS-B future, 

the current implementation and associated mandated 

equipment requirement has them opposing the current 

FAA proposal.  The cost of the new equipment is near 

$10k, and you still have to carry a Mode C transponder 

for flights in Class B airspace.  The FAA also has not des-

ignated a replacement for TCAS, which uses the Mode C 

to identify aircraft.  AOPA is promoting a slower phased-

in approach, making sure that the technology can provide 

position information 100% of the time before the FAA 

mandates ADS-B. 

 

That concluded the meeting and Phil stayed afterward to 

answer a few individual questions and talk to members.  

Overall, it was a very informative meeting, and when he 

comes back to Dallas, I will be there again. 

 

http://www.airnav.com/airport/KADS
http://www.airnav.com/airport/6r4
http://www.airnav.com/airport/6r4
http://www.asf.org/
http://www.aigaviation.com/
http://www.usau.com/usau.nsf/doc/index
http://www.aopa.org/asf/accidentforgiveness
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Diary Of A Builder 
By: David Buono 

 

The author has been flying since 2004.  He has his 

IFR rating and around 400 hours flying time, 

mostly in a 1964 Cherokee 235 that he sold in Feb-

ruary 2007.  He started building a quick build RV-

7A in March of that year with very little airplane 

building experience on his resume.  His goal is to 

fly it to Oshkosh in 2009, which allows him over 2 

years from kit arrival to completing phase I testing 

(40 hours).  His hope is that this (hopefully) 

monthly article will un-mystify some of the build 

process for those that are considering building and 

provide some humor to those more experienced 

than he. 

 

The fuselage build started somewhere around late 

July of last year, and I thought I’d hit the ground with my 

feet running.  Well, that didn’t exactly go as planned.  

Although the quickbuild option saves a ton of time and 

effort, it does make following along in the Vans manual a 

little more diffi-

cult.  By no means 

am I complaining, 

but I didn’t expect 

so spend so much 

time reading and 

looking instead of 

working! 

 

After almost a 

week of flipping 

through pages of 

the manual and 

trying to decide if 

each task was 

done or not, I was 

ready to actually 

start working.  

First up was a few rivets in the firewall.  That was fairly 

easy.  After a few more rivets here and there, I was ready 

to tackle the steps.  With the QB kit, the steps are a little 

more difficult because drilling has to be done through the 

skin and a rib with a 12” drill extension and everything 

has to line up exactly so the step tube will fit through.  

Mine wasn't perfect, but a little filing here and there, and I 

got both steps to sit right.  A few big rivets later, I had 

myself a few steps! 

 

Next month is seat backs and landing gear holes. 

Isn’t this supposed to be a living room? 

The steps were a challenge because of the QB kit 
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Member Profile - David Buono 
 

David “Dave” Buono is starting his 3rd term 

as our chapter secretary and has been the 

newsletter editor for 3 issues now.  He has been 

a pilot since January 2004 but his love for avia-

tion goes back long before that.  He got his IFR 

rating in August 2006 and currently has about 400 hours 

PIC.  He sold a his plane to start an RV-7A build back in 

February 2007, so he hasn’t done much flying in the last 

year.  He’s been riding his motorcycle much more lately 

as a gap filler until he can get in the air again. 

When did you start flying?  I didn’t get my pilot’s li-

cence until 2004, but I was a skydiver for 6 years before 

that, so I’ve been “flying” for a while. 

How many hours do you have?  401.1 

What ratings do you hold?  Private with IFR 

What are you flying?  Nothing right now (building RV-

7A) unless you count my motorcycle, but I can’t log PIC 

time in that! 

When did you join Chapter 168?  2005 - I joined to 

meet other pilots and do some aviation related fun activi-

ties, but not because I’d be building any time soon…  2 

years later I started building. 

Marital Status?  Single, but not for long.  I’m getting 

married in Cozumel Mexico on May 17 of this year.  In-

side of 2 months, but my feet aren’t cold yet! 

Kids?  No, but I do have a dog.  Does that count? 

What is your favorite flying destination?  In Texas, I’d 

have to say Llano (AQO) just because of their proximity 

to Cooper’s Barbeque. 

What’s one flight that jumps out at you over your fly-

ing career?  June 8, 2005 - Just after crossing over 

McKinney, the engine stopped.  I tried to glide to McKin-

ney’s runway.  I made it over the fence but not to the run-

way. 

Do you have any advice for somebody thinking of 

building their own plane?  Surround yourself with 

knowledgeable people and don’t believe everything you 

read on the Internet. 

What do you love most about flying?  The freedom it 

provides in going point A to B, the constant challenges, 

and the comradery between the people involved in it. 

What is one thing most people probably don’t know 

about you?  I used to be scared of water and did not get 

into water over my head until I was 20 years old. 

Upcoming Events 
 

March 29 - Wood County Airport (JDD) Open House - 

Free hotdogs and drinks to celebrate the new terminal and 

taxiway expansion. 

 

April 4-6 - National Landmark of Soaring Dedication - 

Marfa, TX - (MRF) Reunion of sailplane pilots who flew 

at the soaring contests at Marfa in the 1960’s, glider fly-

ing and wave soaring camp.  For more info, check out 

www.flygliders.com 
 

April 8-13 - Sun n Fun - Lakeland, FL 

 

April 15-20 - The Doolittle Raider Reunion - Dallas 

There will be lunch events and book signings at a few 

spots around the DFW area.  Check out Frontiers Of 

Flight and Cavanaugh Museum home pages for more 

info on dates and times. 

April 15-17 - 26th Annual Texas Aviation Conference 

(TAC) - Austin, Texas  

April 19 - Chapter 1246 Annual Fish Fry - Details are not 

up on the web yet, but be sure to check 

www.eaa1246.org for updates 

April 19 - Texoma 100 Air Race - Sherman, TX - 100 

mile open course timed event open to all piston aircraft. 

Classes for all experimental and factory models. Country 

Cookin' Fly-In same day.  For more info, check out 

www.sportairrace.org 

http://www.coopersbbq.com/
http://www.flygliders.com/
http://www.flightmuseum.com/
http://www.flightmuseum.com/
http://www.cavanaughflightmuseum.com/
http://www.eaa1246.org/
http://www.sportairrace.org/
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For sale:  Sears Table Saw professional model  $75 

(Sears Price$679).  Complete set of Orndorff RV 8 con-

struction videos $50.  2 ea. seat belts, new, black, TSO 

1500# strength $30/set.  Suction gauge unused $39 

(Spruce price $78).  Mechanical tachometer marked for 

O320 $15.  Beechcraft electric fuel pump $20.  ADF indi-

cator IND521B $15.  L-Brackets for aligning RV empen-

nage cast/machined 12 for $10.  George Kilishek (972) 

250-2906 s_kilishek@yahoo.com 

 

Rotax 503 SC with type B gear box and Rotax electric 

start kit installed.  25 hrs since major overhaul at 325 total 

hours ( Manufacturer recommends major overhaul at this 

time).  The engine was running great before overhaul and 

is running great now.  $4000, call Jerry Mrazek at 817-

265-0834. 

 

Garmin 190 GPS COM handheld radio.  Still works 

great, data base was updated 4 years ago.  Package in-

cludes charger, owner's manual, and headset and push-to-

talk interface.  $700, call Jerry Mrazek at 817-265-0834. 

 

For Sale:  RV8 Tail Kit - I have lost my FAA Medical 

and probably will not get it back.  I am selling the empen-

nage kit, recommended tools, and a great work table.  I 

live in North Dallas.  Kit barely has any work done to it.  

Included in the sale are the following:  RV8 empennage 

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from nonmembers 
will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion. 
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kit with electric elevator trim, pre-drilled variety, all plans 

and parts from Van’s, all rivets, bolts, drill bits, etc. in 

plastic compartment boxes, RV tool kit and accessories 

recommended from Cleaveland Tools (call me for de-

tails), and a recently built 8’ long x 4’ wide wooden work 

table (w/ 2 shelves) on rollers.  I’d prefer to sell every-

thing as a package.  If that doesn’t work for you, we can 

work something out.  Here are the approximate values:  

Empennage Kit new (with Preview Plans) from Van’s: 

$1600.  My price: $1200.  Cleaveland RV tool kit new 

approximately $1200.  My price: $800.  Work table: ne-

gotiable.  John Rollow - 972-503-3611 -  

johnrollow@sbcglobal.net 
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