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May 2008 

EAA Chapter 168                        Dallas, Texas 

Sun N Fun - 2008 
By:  David Buono 

 

I had the pleasure of go-

ing to Sun N Fun this 

year, which was my sec-

ond consecutive year in 

attendance.   With a sister 

that lives just south of 

Tampa, it’s a wonderful 

opportunity for me to 

visit her as well as check 

out the latest the aviation 

world has to offer. 

 

This year my biggest fo-

cus was avionics re-

search.  With that being 

my goal, I spent most of 

my time in the giant hangars where all the avionics ven-

dors reside.  With most big vendor announcements re-

served for  

 

Oshkosh, Sun N Fun can 

seem pretty dull.  This year, 

however, without much ru-

mor, Garmin announced the 

addition of synthetic vision 

to their G1000 panel.  This is 

good news for anybody buy-

ing a new spam can in the 

next year, but it won’t effect 

many of us any time soon.  

Garmin does not have a date 

for synthetic vision to be 

added to the G900, which is 

their experimental product, 

but I’m guessing it’s not far 

off. 

 

Synthetic vision, for those of 

you who don’t know, is the latest thing to hit the avionics 

world.  It depicts terrain, water, runways, and traffic in 

(Continued on page 8) 

The newest Van’s creation:  The RV-12 



May 2008                                 Volume 39 Issue 5                                                                                         2 

HANGAR ECHOES 

May 6 Chapter Meeting 
 

The May Chapter meeting will be on TUESDAY May 6. 

It will be held at the Farmers Branch Library, located on 

the northwest corner of Webb 

Chapel and Golfing Green 

Drive. The meeting will 

be held in the auditorium 

and will begin at 6:30 

p.m. and finish by 9:00 

p.m. 

 

Our speaker this month 

will be David Honaker 

from Four Winds Aviation 

located at Aero Country Air-

port.  Four Winds Aviation special-

izes in basic and intermediate aerobatics as well as tail 

wheel training.  They have a Super Decathlon 8KCAB 

and a Pitts S2B. 

 

If you’ve ever wanted to learn how to fly with the greasy 

side up, come on out and hear David speak. 

 

We hope to see you there and bring a friend. 

May 10 Chapter Fly-In 
 

This month the chapter fly-in takes us to Pecan Plantation 

(0TX1).  EAA Chapter 983 hosts an annual spring fly-in 

that is a well attended, fun event. 

 

The fly-in kicks off at 9:30am this year and goes till 4pm.  

There are many different things going on for people of all 

ages.  The kids will be entertained with a bounce house 

and Patches The Clown.  Lunch and snacks will also be 

for sale all day. 

 

For the aviation enthusiasts, there will be static military 

displays, “showcase of airplanes” fly-bys, spot landing 

contest for all incoming airplanes, and Young Eagles 

rides.  The Young Eagles rides will be from 1:00pm to 

2:30pm with a first come, first served setup (Parental Sig-

nature Required).  Also, raffle tickets will be sold for a 

chance to win a ride in a Stearman or Bell 407 Helicopter. 

 

Pecan Plantation is a great Air Park if you’ve never been 

there.  Our own Don Christianson is in the latter stages of 

his home construction at the park.  Be sure to take a walk 

and check it out! 

May 27 Newsletter Folding 
 

The June edition of Hangar Echoes will be folded at the 

home of Brad and Deia Roberts on Tuesday May 27 at 

7pm.  Their address is 10716 St. Lazare Dr in Dallas, and 

Brad can be reached at 214-912-0329. 

 

Brad is building an RV7 at his house and almost done 

painting it.  He transformed his garage into a paint booth!  

I had a chance to check out his progress last weekend, and 

trust me, you won’t be disappointed. 

 

Newsletter folding get-togethers are a great way to meet 

fellow chapter members in a low key atmosphere.  If 

you’re new to the chapter or thinking about joining, a 

folding can’t be beat as a way to see what we’re all about. 

May 13 Board Meeting 
 

The BOD meeting will be held on Tuesday May 13 at the 

Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM.  The min-

utes from the April BOD meeting recorded by David 

Buono are as follows: 
 

Directors In Attendance:  David Buono, Michael 

Stephan, David Cheek, Don Christianson, Ann Asberry, 

John Phillips, Mel Asberry, Jim Quinn 
 

Notes: 

 Financial report was given by Michael Stephan 

 Michael is going to file our annual IRS form due by 

May 15 

 Discussion about insurance coverage provided by 

EAA was tabled until further information could be 

attained 

 May fly-in will be to Pecan Plantation 

 May 27 newsletter folding will be held at Brad 

Roberts house (RV-7 painting) 

 Details of the summer picnic at the Asberry’s house 

were finalized.  (see related story on page 4) 
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From the Desk of the President 
 

Since the Janu-

ary deadline for 

”grandfathered” 

E-LSAs, things 

have slowed 

down a bit. I’ve 

actually gotten a 

little work done 

on the bi-plane. I 

hope to have 

visible progress by the time of the June Picnic. I’m also 

hoping to have the runway re-done by then. I have the 

grass killed off and now waiting for the right weather to 

get it bladed off and returned to the “no grass” configura-

tion. For addition information about the picnic, see article 

elsewhere in the newsletter. 

 

Speaking of the Picnic, if you are flying in, try to be here 

by 11:00. If you will be flying in after 11, PLEASE use 

the radio (122.75 MHz). As this year’s “Special Event” 

will be happening around 11:30. And remember that there 

is room for only one aircraft at a time on the runway and 

turnaround. One airplane land, taxi back, then next air-

plane land. Also note there is a new landmark ¼ mile 

southeast of the runway. The new water tower is 174’ tall 

and is 978’ off the approach to runway 35. You won’t 

have trouble spotting it. 

 

Our monthly fly-ins will be changing to breakfast in July 

because of the “wimps” that can’t handle Texas Summer 

temperatures. 

 

This month’s program features Dave Honaker of Four 

Winds Aviation. They provide tail wheel transition and 

basic and advanced aerobatic courses along with other 

services out of Aero Country. Be sure to attend. 

 

Mel 

 

Keep building and flying those Experimental Aircraft. 

An Instrument Rating? 
By: David Cheek 
 

Saturday March 29 was time to go to Grand Prairie air-

port to get some cheap gas and visit Michael Stephen.  He 

assured me that they still had self serve gas for $3.52 

based on a recent receipt.   The weather was below 1000 

foot and 3 miles visibility.  Grand Prairie is only 19 miles 

away, but you have to fly over Love Field and mostly 

through the class B airspace.  Because of the weather, I 

just filed an IFR flight plan and took my chances with the 

route I would get. 

 

We had a north wind and that makes things strange 

around the class B airspace.  You have no control over 

your path when going IFR between airports within 40 

miles of DFW airport.  I took off north and continued 

over the Colony, where I was turned west.  I was then 

sent over Lake Lewisville to Northwest Regional airport 

and south of DFW airport on the west side.  Then I went 

southeast to Joe Pool Lake before being turned east to 

intercept the inbound approach course to Grand Prairie.  

The west section was flown at 2000 feet above sea level, 

lower than I liked, but DFW had lots of traffic to manage. 

 

The final approach was interesting.  Grand Prairie only 

has instrument approaches headed north, so getting in 

position points you direct to the cedar hill towers at an 

altitude below their tops.  Before being turned east I was 

given this speech and a conditional clearance that said “if 

you ever get east of the final approach course, climb im-

mediately to 3500 feet and call us”.  This was to guard 

against a delayed turn onto final.   The turn into the GPS 

approach was uneventful and I soon saw the runway and 

landed. The instrument approach requires 2 and a quarter 

miles of visibility to land, so it has little value.  You al-

most have to have MVFR weather conditions (3 miles) to 

land. 

 

The posted fuel price was up to $3.80 when I got there, 

but it was the least expensive place I could get gas that 

morning. There was no paper in the printer and the me-

chanical counter jammed, so I did not know how much I 

purchased.  Later, I got a $44 credit card bill, but still 

don’t know how many gallons I got. 

 

Michael was there and we spent some time looking at the 

latest changes to his airplane and trying to find other pro-

jects to look at.  The return trip was simple.  DFW de-

cided the wind was low enough to “turn the system 

around” and I took off south, turned and vectored over 

Love field, about the same as on a VFR day.  In the end, it 

must have been about a 50 mile flight to reach an airport 

20 miles away.  
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June Fly-in/Picnic Details 
By: Ann Asberry 

 
Mel and Ann Asberry are hosting the sixth annual 
Chapter 168 Summer Picnic on Saturday June 7. 
 
Driving directions to ShortStop Airfield 

East on highway 380 from McKinney approx.  18 miles to 

Farmersville, or travel north on highway 78 out of Gar-

land to highway 380. Turn east.  After you pass the Dairy 

Queen on highway 380 it is approx 1.8 miles to County 

Road 653, turn left.  This road will “T” into County Road 

655.  Turn right.  The house is 0.4 miles on the right.  Ad-

dress is 2464 CR 655, phone (972) 784-7544. 

 

PLEASE do not park off the side of the driveway, but go 

all the way to the hangar and you will be directed to park-

ing there. 

 

This year we will have chili and hot dogs for lunch.  We 

will have buns, condiments, and drinks, but will need oth-

ers to bring a side dish, chips, or desert to share. Plan to 

arrive any time after 10am. 

 

If you plan to fly in, PLEASE be up on your short field 

techniques and call if you have not previously landed at 

ShortStop Field, have any questions, or if we've had rain 

within the previous three days.  Unicom is 122.75, Run-

way 17/35, left hand pattern.  The field is 1500 ft, packed 

white rock surface with considerable grass encroachment 

on the sides and ends.  Please go ALL THE WAY TO 

THE END, TURN AROUND, AND BACK-TAXI ON 

THE RUNWAY.  The approaches are clear, no power 

lines or trees with a railroad on the south end.  Observe 

the railroad east and west to see if a train is approaching.   

Do not land until the train is past the runway.  Landing 

RW 17, watch for cars on the road. 

 

This event is rain or shine as we have plenty of room in-

side for all.  This is a family affair, so be sure to bring 

your significant other and kids.  No pets please. 

Directing Air Traffic - Easy As Pie 
By:  David Buono 

 

If you’ve flown into Addison or at least talked to the 

tower with any kind of regularity, you will know the 

voice of Stephanie Hollowell, one of the smoothest talk-

ing and polite air traffic controls in all of Dallas.  If that 

doesn’t jar your memory, you might remember her from a 

chapter meeting late last year where she spoke to us about 

directing air traffic at Oshkosh, which she was chosen to 

do for the 2007 annual EAA event. 

 

Not only is she one of the best controllers in the country, 

it turns out she’s one of the best bakers in the country!  

Pillsbury sponsored it’s 43rd annual Bake-Off Contest 

where contestants submit a recipe for review.  The top 

100 recipes are selected as finalists and flown to a central 

location for the bake off. 

 

Tens of thousands of recipes were submitted this year, 

and Stephanie was one of the 100 finalists chosen to 

gather for the bake off.  What far off location did Stepha-

nie get to travel to this year to compete?  Dallas, Texas!  

The bake off was held at the Fairmont Dallas Hotel, 

where the ballroom was converted to 100 mini-kitchens 

for the participants to use. 

 

“What’s the big deal,” you ask?  Contestants were com-

peting for the title of Pillsbury Bake Off Champion, 

which isn’t without responsibility.  The person is 

“whisked” off  hours after the competition ends to meet 

with media in New York City.  Oh, and did I mention 

there’s prize money?  How does a cool million dollars 

sound?  That’s how much the winner takes home, before 

taxes, of course! 

 

Stephanie’s entry was “Fudgy Chocolate-Peanut Butter 

Thumbprints”, which sound AMAZING to this peanut 

butter lover.  She did not win, but her recipe did get pub-

lished in the Dallas Morning News (http://

www.dallasnews.com/lifestyles/food/recipe.html?

viewrcp=y&rid=746) for all to see (and try to bake).  Pea-

nut butter must be the hot ingredient this year, because the 

big winner’s recipe was Double-Delight Peanut Butter 

Cookies.  Another WOW! 

 

Even though she did not win, it seems Stephanie has a 

second career already lined up as a master baker.  My 

stomach wishes that second career was sooner rather than 

later.  But for all the pilots that use Addison, I hope her 

controller career is far from over! 

http://www.dallasnews.com/lifestyles/food/recipe.html?viewrcp=y&rid=746
http://www.dallasnews.com/lifestyles/food/recipe.html?viewrcp=y&rid=746
http://www.dallasnews.com/lifestyles/food/recipe.html?viewrcp=y&rid=746
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Oil Filter Cutting Tool 
By:  George Killishek 

 

It’s a good idea to cut open the used oil filter every time 

we change oil to inspect for metal particles.  Once an en-

gine starts to make metal, it’s a fairly short while before 

big problems are likely to occur in the most inconvenient 

circumstances. 

 

Aircraft Spruce sells tools for cutting open the filter canis-

ter starting at about $50 and going up well into the three 

digit range.  The Pilot Shop at Addison Airport sells a 

good tool for about $120. 

 

I built a workable tool in about two hours for a total cost 

of $0.00.  The two pictures show it: very ugly but service-

able. 

 

Materials include a piece of scrap ¾” plywood, a length 

of ¾” aluminum angle, a 2 ½” “C” clamp, assorted nuts, 

bolts, washers and screws and the cutting blade and guide 

rollers from an old tubing cutter.  All were found lying 

derelict in my garage.  The pictures are self-explanatory, 

except to note that the aluminum angle supporting the 

cutting tool is supported off the surface of the plywood to 

make the cut at the appropriate height on the filter canis-

ter. 

Fayette County (LeGrange) Fly-In 
By:  David Cheek 

 

The chapter fly in last month was Fayette County airport 

in LaGrange, Texas.  The weather was beautiful, and we 

even had a nice 10 knot tailwind for the trip down.  The 

weather reports before takeoff showed clear all the way, 

but the morning sun produced an almost broken layer of 

clouds at about 2700 feet MSL that none of the AWOS 

stations were reporting.  The weather did not force me to 

change plans but might have been a surprise if I was using 

my XM weather service (I was not).  

 

The local EAA chapter holds their BBQ in one of the lar-

ger T hangars southeast of the terminal.  When I arrived 

just a few minutes before the scheduled start time of 11 

AM, I was the only one in line and the “donation jar” 

could not be found, but it was quickly located.  The rec-

ommended donation was $7.  The BBQ was catered from 

a local shop, and they offered beef and sausage with the 

chapter members dealing the portions.  They had coffee 

and tea for drinks.  The Hard Eight does not have to be 

worried about this competition. 

 

This is a regular monthly event and there is a large atten-

dance.  Over 30 aircraft and one helicopter filled every 

spot on the ramp and more.  Twelve Van’s Aircraft prod-

ucts were there, including 

RV-4, 6, and 8 models 

with the third wheel in 

both normal locations.  

Six were parked directly 

across from the BBQ 

hangar and five arrived in 

a nice wedge formation.  

There was a faded but 

flying J-3 cub, a 1940’s 

Navion and a great look-

ing Cessna 180.  Every-

thing else was a spam 

can. 

 

There was no need to ar-

rive early.  People drifted 

in over an hour and a 

half, and it was a much 

laid back event.  There 

were many people flying 

in that beautiful day, but 

only one from chapter 

168. 
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It’s A Really Small World... 
By:  John Phillips 

 

And you can meet some really neat airplane people along 

the way. 

 

Last week an older fellow came in to talk with me about 

doing some planning for himself and his wife. He brought 

a balance sheet so we could talk about taxes and how to 

plan for his various assets to try to minimize taxes and 

make distribution among his kids easier after he and his 

wife died. He was pretty typically quiet, as clients usually 

are when strangers ask about their family and finances. I 

was carrying the conversation and asking questions. He 

didn’t volunteer much beyond answering my questions.  

Then I  turned the page on his balance sheet and saw the 

entry for  “airplane”. I asked about that - he told me it was 

an A-36 Bonanza and it was a pretty nice plane, but he 

didn’t enjoy it as much as he used to. He seemed sur-

prised that I was interested in hearing more about the 

plane. I pointed to the wall behind him with my pictures 

of “Echo Pop” and a T-37 and T-38.  When he turned 

back around to face me I could see the change. We had a 

common bond and he could talk openly with me now. He 

began to tell me all about the plane and the hangars he 

owned and how he wanted the plane kept for his kids 

(men nearly my age I’ll add). It’s great for cross-

countries, but that’s not much fun anymore, he opined. 

You just push the buttons and it does all the work. He said 

he was going to keep it anyway, because two of his kids 

flew and they enjoyed it. Then he told me that he had a 

brand new LSA on order. His eyes lit up and he told me 

how much he was looking forward to flying again the 

way he had started in a J-3 Cub many, many years ago. 

 

A couple years ago Emily and I and another couple we 

travel with headed deep into Spanish  moss territory. 

Emily and I had visited Parlange Plantation on the False 

River in Louisiana years ago and it was time for a re-visit 

with some friends from Dallas. We phoned ahead for a 

tour reservation - it’s not open to driving in off the street - 

and “Miss Lucy” Parlange, wife of the owner, told us  

 

she’d be glad to have us. She might be away on the day 

we were planning to visit, but the Commander would cer-

tainly be there and he could take us around. Miss Lucy 

was just leaving as we arrived several weeks later, and 

she hurriedly introduced us to the Commander as she 

drove off. The Commander was John Redfield. At first we 

weren’t sure of what he was Commander or if that was 

just a title Miss Lucy had bestowed upon him. (Miss Lucy 

is a truly delightful, warm and welcoming character, but 

just the type whom you might suspect would  bestow ti-

tles on people she favored). Well, John Redfield was the 

real deal and we ended up getting his history as well as 

the Parlange story. He was an early helicopter pioneer. In 

June, 1944, he earned only the 15th helicopter pilot cer-

tificate issued by the Coast Guard.  He served our nation 

in the Coast Guard during 3 wars, was friends with Igor 

Sikorsky,  was in charge of recovery forces for the Gem-

ini III landing, and along the way rescued hurricane vic-

tims on the Gulf Coast, flew everything the Coast Guard 

let him get near, and made an awful lot of friends. After 

interviewing Charles Duecker recently for the EAA Time-

less Voices program I was trying to think of more early 

flyers I might contact, and Commander Redfield immedi-

ately came to mind. I was too late. He died in 2004, but 

he left a great legacy for aviation. 

 

Speaking of friends, I must put in a “plug” for Jay Pratt. 

Without Jay I never would have never have gotten Echo 

Pop out of the workshop. But I really mention Jay be-

cause I saw a picture of his new RV-8 recently with his 

public “thanks”, painted on the nose, to some of the peo-

ple (and one feline) who’ve been supportive to him. I was 

thinking what a great gesture that was (and wishing I’d 

thought of it first) and then I realized that every month 

when I open EAA Sport Aviation  there are 3 or 4 pages 

of pictures of new airplanes with “thanks” from their  

builders to spouses, family and friends who have helped 

make it possible for them. Jay is just one of the many gen-

erous, friendly, helpful, cooperative  people I count my-

self fortunate to have met going through life. They come 

in all shapes, sizes, and colors and they’re certainly not all 

airplane people, but I’d have to say that percentage wise, 

more of them are airplane people, than not. 

 

The last person I want to tell you about this month isn’t a 

pilot, and he isn’t a builder, and, in fact, I don’t think he’s 

ever been in a small plane. Jerry’s a woodworker from 

Pipe Creek, Texas. That  probably  sounds a little pejora-

tive - I should say he’s a wood artisan. I met him and his 

wife at the Texas Mesquite Art Festival yesterday. The 

Festival is held twice a year - San Angelo in the spring 

and Fredericksburg in the fall. It’s the biggest collection 

(Continued on page 7) 
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of mesquite art in the world!! I won’t bore you with eve-

rything I learned yesterday, but I will say that I bought a 

lot of Christmas gifts, that mesquite wood is really beauti-

ful and about the only mesquite thing I didn’t see was an 

RV propellor.  And, that brings me back 

to my story. I had bought a couple things 

from his wife and stopped to talk to Jerry 

as I was leaving. He was working at an 

old jigsaw and I mentioned that I could 

probably use one of those myself. He 

asked if I did woodworking also, and I 

told him that I’d use it to cut aluminum 

for airplane parts. He asked if I had time 

for an airplane story - absolutely I did. An 

old man had died.  His family having 

taken the nice furniture and “useful” 

things they wanted, and having no use for 

all the tools and trinkets that the old man 

had collected and that he truly  treasured, 

threw those things all together for sale. A 

friend of Jerry’s  bought the “odd lot” of 

stuff at the estate sale and asked Jerry to 

help sort it out.  At the bottom of the pile was a broken 

piece of wood - like the end of a canoe paddle. The friend 

was going to toss it in the junk bin. Jerry saved it. He rec-

ognized it as the tip of an airplane propellor. And on the 

back, in fading ink was written a WWI German aircraft 

name and below that a date and the name of a French vil-

lage. The old man’s father had been a pilot in WWI. Ap-

parently he had shot the German down and followed the 

wreckage to the ground to pick up a piece as proof of the 

“kill”. Jerry cleaned it up, squared off the broken end, 

mounted it on a piece of mesquite wood (of course!) and 

presented it to his local EAA chapter. That got us talking 

about EAA and it turns out that although Jerry has his feet 

firmly planted on the ground he lives near an airpark and 

participates in lots of Chapter 35 activities. To listen to 

him, I don’t think he’ll ever go flying, but other than that 

I’d count him as an “airplane people” too. 

It’s A Really Small World... 
(Continued from page 6) 

Where Do You Read Hangar Echoes? 
By:  David Buono 

 

Calling all Chapter 168 members!  I want (creative) pic-

tures of you or somebody else in your house reading an 

issue of Hangar Echoes.   There will be HUGE prizes to 

the funniest or 

most creative 

picture of the 

year.  Huge 

prizes such as a 

pat on the back, 

a “thank you” 

from yours truly, 

and of course, all 

the notoriety that 

goes along with 

appearing in the 

Chapter 168 

newsletter.  With 

a little arm twist-

ing, I’m sure we 

can get Michael 

to include some 

of the pictures in 

the annual Christmas Party slide presentation. 

 

I will start off easy this month, but I have a pretty good 

idea for next month.  You better get your creative think-

ing caps on, because I plan on setting the bar really high! 

Collin (the author’s dog) catches up on Chapter 168 news 
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3D on the screen in front of the pilot.  It almost turns 

“night into day.”  It might not help much around Dallas, 

since most of the terrain around here is flat.  But it will 

add a measurable amount of safety and situational aware-

ness for instrument pilots who fly at night or in the big 

hills on a regular basis.  Chelton has been doing it for 

years, but for the first time this year, there are a few other 

players in the game. 

The Grand Rapids synthetic vision setup will be available 

in “late summer” according to them.  I had a chance to 

play with their demo unit, and it is quite impressive.  With 

everything else they do, I think this would be my selec-

tion if I had to pick right now.  Lucky for me, I have a 

while to see if anything else comes out to top Grand Rap-

ids. 

 

Anybody that loves the Advanced Flight System engine 

monitor was excited to learn AFS has jumped into the 

EFIS market as well.  I didn’t get a chance to play with 

their demo unit, but from those that I talked to, many 

were impressed with the product.  They also have syn-

thetic vision on their “upcoming enhancements” list, but 

they were reluctant to give a date for delivery. 

Sun N Fun  (Continued from page 1) 

 

Example of what synthetic vision offers the pilot.  The picture 

on the left is looking out of the cockpit.  The picture on the right 

is what the screen on your panel would show you. 

(Photo from VistaNav web site) 

Grand Rapids’ Newest Product 

(photo from Grand Rapids’ web site) 

Overall, I felt like attendance was down this year.  Rain 

soaked the field in the first few days, so that might have 

scared some people off.  I know Sun N Fun isn’t as big as 

Oshkosh, but for the first time in my 4 trips to Sun N Fun, 

I noticed the absence of big name vendors such as Sonex.  

I hope this isn’t a trend, so I’m going to chalk it up to a 

down economy and the price of gas.  A lot of vendors that 

I talked to spoke of production lines maxed out and a 2 

month back order. 

 

Either way, I had a great time, accomplished my goal of 

avionics research, and on top of all that, I got to spend 

some great quality time with my little sister! 
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Diary Of A Builder 
By: David Buono 
 

The author has been flying since 2004.  He has his IFR 

rating and around 400 hours flying time, mostly in a 1964 

Cherokee 235 that he sold in February 2007.  He started 

building a quick build RV-7A in March of that year with 

very little airplane building experience on his resume.  

His goal is to fly it to Oshkosh in 2009, which allows him 

over 2 years from kit arrival to completing phase I testing 

(40 hours).  His hope is that this (hopefully) monthly arti-

cle will un-mystify some of the build process for those that 

are considering building and provide some humor to 

those more experienced than he. 
  

I haven’t been able to get much work done on the plane in 

the last month due to other life priorities.  But with my 

trip to Sun N Fun, I’ve had avionics and my panel in gen-

eral on my mind lately.  So many decisions, so little 

money! 

 

There are so many gadgets and do-dads out there with 

more coming every day, that making decisions about what 

to put in my panel is getting more difficult as time goes 

on.  One can only look at pictures on-line for so long be-

fore the brain goes numb.  I needed to play with these 

gadgets to start narrowing the field down a little.  A per-

fect time for Sun N Fun! 

 

After talking to most of the EFIS manufacturers  along 

with some audio panel companies, I started thinking “less 

is more.”  I wanted to simplify my panel a little while still 

remaining IFR capable.  Maybe I don’t need 2 Nav/

Coms…  Maybe I don’t need 2 EFIS screens with syn-

thetic vision…  Heck, maybe I don’t even need an audio 

panel. 

 

My finish kit should be here around the middle of May.  I 

hope to get the cabin frame done before that kit arrives.   

When it does finally get here, I will be in a hurry to get it 

out of my garage so my truck doesn’t have to sit out in the 

Texas sun.  Hmmm…  Where to put the contents of that 

big box…  By that time, I will be married and the wife 

will have fully moved in.  This presents an interesting 

“opportunity” to work on COMPROMISING as a cou-

ple…  I can see it now…  “Honey, we don’t really need 

that spare bedroom, do we?”  or “Honey, I know the bed-

room is filled with airplane parts, but the dining room was 

already filled!”  Hmmm…  I better rethink my strategy a 

little, or I’m going to end up on the couch or in the dog 

house sooner than I’d like.  If you have any suggestions 

on how to make a marriage last through a build project, 

please offer them to me sooner rather than later. 

 

She keeps asking me when I’m going to get the plane out 

of the living room.  To which I answer, “IF I HAD 

MORE HELP IN HERE, IT WOULD BE DONE 

QUICKER!” 

 

I guess I better guess used to that couch! 
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Upcoming Events 
 

With the flying season upon us in Texas, look for an ex-

panded “upcoming events” section in the newsletter.  

There’s so much going on, I hate to cut anything out! 

 

When:  May 2-4 

Where:  Draughon-Miller Central Texas Regional Air-

port (TPL) - Temple, TX 

What:  22nd Annual Central Texas Airshow.  View air-

craft from the past, present & future.  Tora Tora Tora,  

Ground reenactment in honor of our Vietnam veterans, 

music concert featuring Country Western Super Star 

Aaron Tippin, fireworks, fun….and much more!  http://

www.centraltexasairshow.com 

 

When:  May 10 - 9:00 AM 

Where:  TOMLINSON AVIONICS HANGAR 

2230 Airport Dr, Gainesville, TX 76240 

What:  Avoiding Convective Conflicts - Most pilots ad-

mit to being surprised by thunderstorms and severe 

weather they weren't expecting. Yet most pilots don't use 

or understand some of the best products for convective 

activity prediction. Also, there are several relatively new 

weather products that pilots are unaware of. This seminar 

will focus on using weather forecast products available to 

all pilots generally not utilized. 

 

When:  May 10 

Where:  C David Campbell Field (CRS) - Corsicana, TX 

What:  The Coyote Squadron of the CAF, invites you to 

their 10th Annual Corsicana Airsho on Saturday, May 

10th at the Corsicana Airport, C. David Campbell Field, 

CRS, located off of US 287, 5 miles SE of Corsicana. 

Gates open at 8:30 am. View vintage WWII Aircraft, 

watch formation flying by the Texas V-Tails, Falcon 

Flight & performances by a Vietnam Era FAC O2 & rep-

lica of a Japanese Zero. Airplane rides will be available. 

There will be RC model aircraft flights, classic cars on 

display, vendor booths, plenty of food, ice cream and ac-

tivities for all ages. A FREE AIRPLANE RIDE DRAW-

ING AT 2:30 PM (must be present to win). Enjoy a great 

day at the Airsho. And while you’re at it, plan to spend 

the weekend in Corsicana, visiting its many attractions. 

Admission is $5.00 per person - $10.00 per car. Free ad-

mission to Veterans and Active Military Personnel, with 

Valid I.D. 

 

When:  May 15-17 

Where:  Addison Airport (KADS) 

What:  Parade of Pistons - This event is designed to make 

it easy for consumers to compare, contrast & demo piston 

aircraft.  A demo display of the most popular piston air-

craft will be available, including the new Light Sport Air-

craft & high-performance piston singles & twins.  Buyer’s 

Resources (tax advisors, finance specialists, insurance 

agents & brokers) will be available to answer questions.  

http://www.paradeofpistons.com 

When:  May 17 - 9am - 12pm 

Where:  Smithville-Crawford Municipal Airport (84R) - 

Smithville, Texas 

What:  Explore the airport facilities, visit with the pilots, 

browse with vendors, and grab a bite to eat.  Remind citi-

zens that the only airport in Bastrop County lies right in 

their backyards, located south of Hwy 71 at Loop 230. 

FFI: 512-237-2313 

 

When:  May 17 - 8am 

Where:  Arlington Municipal Airport (KGKY) 

What:  Texas Varga Fly-In - Calling all Varga, Shinn, 

and Morrisey owners and enthusiasts for an informal day 

of fellowship, hangar flying, and enjoyment of our won-

derful aircraft. Bring your aircraft, photos, history, manu-

als, and maintenance tips. We’ll have time to visit, eat 

some lunch, and do some flying. 

http://www.vinylgraphicsbygreg.com/Texas_Varga_Fly-

In/texas_varga_fly-in.html 

 

When:  May 17 

Where:  Lone Star Executive Airport (CXO) - Conroe, 

TX 

What:  Annual Spring Fly-In Hosted by EAA Chapter 

302.  Lunch available 11am-2pm and pancake breakfast 

for early arrivals.  Aircraft include homebuilt, vintage, 

and light sport.  http://www.eaa302.org/ 

 

When:  May 30-31 

Where:  Fort Worth Meacham Airport (KFTW) - Fort 

Worth, TX 

What:  Free Admission to this Fort Worth event at 

Meacham Airport hosting over 50 aircraft with airplane 

rides, a Fun Run, Car and Motorcylcle Rally, Children 

Activities and more. Parking fee $10 per car or airplane! 

http://cowtownwarbirdroundup.org 

http://www.centraltexasairshow.com
http://www.centraltexasairshow.com
http://www.paradeofpistons.com
http://www.vinylgraphicsbygreg.com/Texas_Varga_Fly-In/texas_varga_fly-in.html
http://www.vinylgraphicsbygreg.com/Texas_Varga_Fly-In/texas_varga_fly-in.html
http://www.eaa302.org/
http://cowtownwarbirdroundup.org
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Classifieds 
 

Rotax 503 SC with type B gear box and Rotax electric 

start kit installed.  25 hrs since major overhaul at 325 total 

hours ( Manufacturer recommends major overhaul at this 

time).  The engine was running great before overhaul and 

is running great now.  $4000, call Jerry Mrazek at 817-

265-0834. 

 

Garmin 190 GPS COM handheld radio.  Still works 

great, data base was updated 4 years ago.  Package in-

cludes charger, owner's manual, and headset and push-to-

talk interface.  $700, call Jerry Mrazek at 817-265-0834. 

 

For Sale:  RV8 Tail Kit - I have lost my FAA Medical 

and probably will not get it back.  I am selling the empen-

nage kit, recommended tools, and a great work table.  I 

live in North Dallas.  Kit barely has any work done to it.  

Included in the sale are the following:  RV8 empennage 

kit with electric elevator trim, pre-drilled variety, all plans 

and parts from Van’s, all rivets, bolts, drill bits, etc. in 

plastic compartment boxes, RV tool kit and accessories 

recommended from Cleaveland Tools (call me for de-

tails), and a recently built 8’ long x 4’ wide wooden work 

table (w/ 2 shelves) on rollers.  I’d prefer to sell every-

thing as a package.  If that doesn’t work for you, we can 

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from nonmembers 
will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion. 
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work something out.  Here are the approximate values:  

Empennage Kit new (with Preview Plans) from Van’s: 

$1600.  My price: $1200.  Cleaveland RV tool kit new 

approximately $1200.  My price: $800.  Work table: ne-

gotiable.  John Rollow - 972-503-3611 -  

johnrollow@sbcglobal.net 
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Dallas Chapter 168 

PO Box 168 

Addison, TX 75001-168 

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

New Member 

Renewal 

Info Change 

Membership dues for EAA Dallas 

Chapter 168 are $20/year. 

Make checks payable to EAA 

Chapter 168 

Mail application to: 

EAA Dallas Chapter 168 

PO Box 168 

Addison, TX 75001-0168 

National EAA offices: 

Experimental Aircraft Association 

EAA Aviation Center 

PO Box 3086 

Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086 

http://www.eaa.org 

National EAA Membership: 

1-800-JOIN-EAA (564-6322) 

Phone (920) 426-4800 

Fax: (920) 426-6761 

http://www.eaa.org/membership/ 

Name:  __________________________________________________________ 

Copilot (spouse, friend, other):  _______________________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________________________ 

    ________________________________________________________ 

City:  _______________________________  State:  _____  Zip:  ____________ 

Phone (Home):  _____________________  (Work):  ______________________ 

Email Address:  ___________________________________________________ 

EAA#:  _____________________________  Exp Date:  ___________________ 
(Chapter 168 membership requires national EAA membership) 

 

Pilot/A&P Ratings:  ________________________________________________ 

 

I am interested in helping with: 

 

Plane, Projects (% complete), and other interests: 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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