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Hangar   Echoes 

EAA Chapter 168                        Dallas, Texas Ready To Fly - FIRST FLIGHT 
By:  Norm Biron 

 

When are you and the aircraft that you built ready for the 

first flight?  Deciding when the airplane is ready to fly is 

fairly easy.  You, on the other 

hand, have a much more difficult 

decision to make.  Are you capable 

of making this flight or should you 

let someone else do it?  Like most 

builders, you probably have not 

been flying very much during the 

construction of your airplane, have 

gotten attached to that airplane, 

and you’re probably not a test pi-

lot.  

 

Airplane 

As the construction phase of my 

project neared completion and it started to look like a 

complete airplane, my friends started asking when are you 

going to fly it.  I knew, however, that the airplane was not 

ready.  I still had to test all the systems, do a weight and 

balance, and have it inspected.  Since I’m an EAA mem-

ber, as I completed various phase of the construction 

process, I requested and got that 

phase of the project inspected by a 

technical counselor.  EAA Chapter 

168 supported this activity during 

the building process.  Dom 

Christiansen, for example, came to 

the Lake Dallas Airport and in-

spected the engine installation, and 

Michael Stephan brought the chap-

ter 168 scales to the airport to do 

the weight and balance measure-

ments and calculations.  When it 

came time to taxi my airplane, I 

folded the wings and moved it to 

the Denton airport to take advantage of  that long 6000 

foot runway.   At the Denton airport, I checked and re-

(Continued on page 3) 
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October 7 Chapter Meeting 
 

The October Chapter meeting will be on TUESDAY Oc-

tober 7. It will be held at the Farmers Branch Library, 

located on the northwest corner 

of Webb Chapel and Golf-

ing Green Drive. The 

meeting will be held in 

the auditorium and will 

begin at 6:30 p.m. and 

finish by 9:00 p.m. 

 

Ever wanted to fly a 

plane or helicopter in 

your house?  Want to do 

aerobatics but can’t stomach 

4 g’s?  Then you need to check out 

our next speaker!  Our speaker for October will be Dr. 

Donald Hafer Jr, Ph.D.  He is the current President of the 

North Dallas RC Flying Club and will be talking about 

the club and current events in the RC world.  He will also 

be bringing some of the models, as well as giving a flight 

demonstration of the micro versions.  Check out their 

website at www.ndrcc.com, and we hope to see you at the 

meeting.  Bring a friend! 

October 11 Chapter Fly-In 
 

This month’s fly-in destination is Northwest Regional in 

Roanoke, Texas.  

Northwest Re-

gional is home to 

the Blue Hangar 

Café, which is 

great for breakfast 

or lunch.  With Oc-

tober (hopefully) 

ushering in cooler 

temperatures, we 

will meet for lunch.  

Be on the ramp by 11am, and join the chapter for lunch. 

October 28 Newsletter Folding 
 

This month’s Hangar Echoes folding will take place on 

Tuesday, October 28 at the home of Ron and Sue Bon-

nette in Garland.  Their address is 614 O'Phelan Lane, 

Garland, TX 75044.  Note: If you use any mapping pro-

gram to find their house, some programs list the street 

name with an apostrophe and some list it with a space.  If 

one doesn’t work for you, just try the other. 

 

There is no current pro-

ject at the house, but I’m 

guessing that won’t pre-

vent hours of airplane 

talk from occurring.  In 

case you missed it in last 

month’s newsletter, their 

airplane, an RV-7A, is 

fresh out of the paint 

shop and looks fabulous. 

 

Also, we are looking for willing parties to host a newslet-

ter folding in the upcoming months.  Give Michael a call 

if you are interested (214-232-2405) or email him at 

mstephan@shr.net.  First in line gets their choice of 

month. 

October 14 Board Meeting  
 

The BOD meeting will be held on Tuesday October 14 at 

the Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM. The 

minutes from the September BOD meeting recorded by 

Michael Stephan are as follows: 

Directors In Attendance:  Mel Asberry, Ann Asberry, 

Brad Roberts, Sam Cooper, John Phillips, John Peyton, 

Jim Quinn, David Cheek, Bruce Fuller, and Michael 

Stephan 

Notes:  

 Newsletter Ron and Sue Bonette on Tues 10/28 

 Newsletter Bruce Fuller on Sat Nov 22. 

 Dec 30 Mel and Ann Asberry House 

 Finances given by Brad Roberts.  One new member 

and four renewals and a $10 Rebate from EAA. 

 Advertising report from Michael Stephan 

 Jim Quinn postponed the Young Eagles event at Lan-

caster due to the looming hurricane. 

 Discussion of Chapter officers.  The Vice president 

position was discussed. 

 Ann and Bruce discussed the Christmas party plan-

ning (Fri Dec 12). 

 David Cheek discussed the upcoming airspace 

changes. 

 

http://www.ndrcc.com
mailto:mstephan@shr.net


October 2008                                 Volume 39 Issue 10                                                                                        3 

HANGAR ECHOES 

From the Desk of the President 
 

Another month is 

gone. Where does it 

go? 

 

Last weekend was the 

Poker Run at Collin 

County Regional Air-

port put on by Chapter 

1246. It was not the 

largest one ever. Four 

airplanes went out to the outlying airports as dealers and 

five followed as poker players. Probably the weather. It 

was CAVU with little or no wind. I think the biggest fac-

tor was that there were too many other flying activities 

going on. There was the taildragger/seaplane fly-in at Sul-

phur Springs, aerobatics at Grayson County, balloon fest 

at Plano, and probably more that I don’t know about. Ann 

& I were scheduled to be in Houston that day, but that 

event got canceled. Can’t remember why. Probably some-

thing about the weather again. 

 

Hey, we had a first flight this month. Congratulations to 

Norm Biron and Glastar N227NB. First flight on Sep-

tember 17th at Denton Municipal Airport. 

 

We finally have a full slate of nominees for the 2009 offi-

cer elections. But, that doesn’t mean it’s too late to get 

your name in. So far we have Bruce Fuller running for 

President, Ann Asberry for Vice-President, David Buono 

for Secretary, and Brad Roberts for Treasure. Still room 

for more nominees. 

 

As was brought up at the last meeting, we are going to try 

something new next year for program recruitment. We’re 

asking individuals to volunteer to provide 1 program for 

the year. It will still be the responsibility of the Program 

Chairperson (V-P) to make sure it all comes together, but 

by spreading the load among the members, we should get 

some interesting programs. If we get just 10 volunteers, 

we’re just about there. So, if you have an idea, let’s hear 

it. 

 

Not much to report on the Bi-plane project this month. 

Been busy mowing, and mowing. Seems like when I get 

to the railroad, the front need mowing again. 

 

 

Mel 

 

Keep building and flying those Experimental Aircraft. 

checked everything and asked Mel Asberry to come by 

and inspect it.  Mel inspected the airplane and issued it a 

Special Airworthiness Certificate after I promised to fix 

the elevator trim and display, which was moving in the 

wrong direction.  How could I make a mistake like that? 

 

Insurance 

During the build process, I carried builder’s insurance on 

the airplane.  When the airplane was almost ready to taxi, 

I obtained quotes from several insurance companies for 

flight insurance.  Three companies responded to my so-

licitation. One company (a very popular aviation insurer) 

quoted liability coverage only and very limited coverage 

during the initial flight test period.  Another company 

quoted full cover-

age, high de-

ductibles, with no 

pilot qualification 

at a very high 

rate.  The third 

company quoted 

full coverage, no 

deductibles, at a 

reasonable rate 

but required that 

the pilot have 5 

hours of flight instruction by a CFI in a Glastar.  After 

negotiating the unreasonable pilot requirements with the 

company, they agreed to insure me if I got an hour flight 

time in a Glastar and participated in the EAA Flight Advi-

sor program.  

 

Flight Planning 

I read several books on flight testing homebuilt aircrafts 

and compared the flight characteristics of the airplane that 

I’m used to flying, a Piper Warrior with an upgraded Ly-

coming O-360 engine and constant speed propeller, with 

the Glastar.   The Glastar has a Superior XP O-360 engine 

and constant speed propeller.  While the Glastar can fly 

Ready To Fly        (Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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substantially faster and slightly slower than the Warrior, 

the flight handling characteristics appeared to be very 

similar.  I then developed an initial flight plan and met 

with Mel Asberry, the EAA Chapter 168 Flight Advisor.  

We reviewed my findings about the airplane, talked about 

my flying experience, and discussed my initial flight plan.  

It was good to have some-

one else validate my find-

ings and agree with my 

initial flight test approach. 

 

Taxi Test 

I started taxi tests on Fri-

day September 9th.  After 

slow taxing with no ap-

parent problems and the 

airplane handling well on 

the ground, I got a low 

fuel pressure alarm.  I 

returned to the hangar to 

investigate the problem.  

Downloaded the engine 

log from the Dynon and 

discovered that the fuel 

pressure steadily dropped 

from 7 psi at start up, to less than 1 psi after 15 minutes of 

taxing.  Checked the fuel system for leaks and/or block-

age, connected a mechanical fuel pressure gage in parallel 

to the fuel pressure sensor, and taxied again for 15 min-

utes experiencing the same problem.  The fuel pressure 

was actually dropping so the sensor was OK.  I Called 

Superior Air Parts and informed them of my problem, and 

they suggested that I bypass the fuel flow meter and con-

nect the fuel line directly from the gascolator to the me-

chanical fuel pump on the engine.  I did as requested, tax-

ied again for 15 minutes, but experienced the same prob-

lem.   Called Superior again and requested another fuel 

pump.  They did not think that the pump was the problem 

and suggested that that I retest the fuel flow through the 

Ready To Fly                 (Continued from page 3) 

system.  Dave Austin, who sometimes consults for Supe-

rior, is based at the Denton airport.  He came to the han-

gar and helped with the fuel flow test.  He also concluded 

that the fuel pump was restricting the fuel flow through 

the system and recommended to Superior that it be re-

placed.  Superior replaced the fuel pump and after install-

ing it, I taxied for 20 minutes.  The fuel pressure problem 

was solved.  Since I had not experienced any other prob-

lems with the airplane during all this taxi testing, the air-

plane was telling me that 

it was now ready to fly. 

 

Pilot 

Once my project was 

moved to Denton, I 

started flying the warrior, 

which is also based at the 

Denton airport, more and 

more.  I flew over the ar-

eas that I’d be using to do 

my flight testing and 

looked for possible emer-

gency landing places.  I 

flew more hours in July 

and August than I’m used 

to flying in a year.  The 

weekend before I started 

my taxi testing, I had an 

opportunity to get some time in Lee Clements’ Glastar, 

which is based at Spinks in Fort Worth.  His airplane is 

configured with a Dynon EFIS like mine.  We flew for an 

hour and a half, and I felt comfortable flying it from the 

right seat.  After we fixed the fuel pump problem, Dave 

volunteered to do some high speed taxi testing with me.  

We went up and down the runway several times holding 

the nose up but not lifting off.  After this test, Dave also 

volunteered to do the initial flight if I was not comfortable 

flying it for the first time.  Up to that time, I was still con-

sidering having someone else do the initial flight.  The 

high speed taxi test however had made me even more 

comfortable with the handling of the airplane, and I felt 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Dallas class B meetings 
By:  David Cheek 

 

You should take a close look at the graphic for the 

changes to the DFW class B airspace.  If you did not re-

ceive one,   contact me for the name of the person at 

DFW that can give you the official mailing. 

 

Try to decide how this will affect your operations.  One of 

the biggest changes is the loss of the transition between 

Northwest regional airport and Addison.  The floor of 

class B airspace will get lower and it will now be neces-

sary to fly over Lakeview airport and lake Lewisville at 

2000 feet MSL, which is just 1400 feet above ground.  

This is not good for safety or noise reasons.   That will 

probably make this transition to northwest regional and 

Hicks gone.  To reach these airports from the northeast of 

DFW, you may have to go around Lake RAY ROBERTS 

and Denton airport Class D airspace, and then head direct 

into the desired airport.  For some people this could dou-

ble the miles flown. 

confident that I could handle 

the airplane if it didn’t have 

any unforeseen problems.  If 

it did have a major problem, I 

didn’t want to be responsible 

for someone else being in-

jured in it.  After seriously 

considering his offer, I de-

cided that I was ready to fly 

it. 

 

First Flight 

I had developed a very simple 

test plan for the first flight. 

 

 Takeoff, half flaps, full 

power 

 Lift off 60 mph 

 Retract flaps at 75 mph 

 Climb to 3500ft at Vy 90 mph 

 Level off and adjust speed to 90 mph  

 Make slow left and right turns, stay over the airport 

 Reduce speed and maintain at 75 mph 

 Slow turns left and right 

 Apply half flaps 

 Slow turns left and right 

 Apply full flaps 

 Slow turns left and right 

 Retract flaps descend to pattern altitude 

 Enter pattern at 75 mph, apply flaps, simulate a land-

ing and fly down the runway, apply power and re-

enter the pattern. 

 Make full stop landing. 

 

On September 16 with a forecast for ideal weather condi-

tions the next day, I called Bill Bracken, another Glastar 

builder, and told him that I would be making my first 

flight the following day.  We met at 8:00 AM at the air-

port and with his support, conducted a thorough pre flight.  

At 9:10 AM on a calm clear sunny day, N227NB lifted 

Ready To Fly            (Continued from page 4) 

off for the first time from the Denton, Texas airport run-

way 17 with its builder / test pilot at the controls for an 

uneventful 48 minute flight at 

3500 feet over the airport. 

 

I followed the flight plan until 

it was time to start my return 

to the airport.  I noticed that I 

was applying quite a bit of 

back pressure on the stick.  I 

trimmed the elevator and took 

my hand off the stick, and the 

airplane kept flying straight 

and level.  I relaxed, looked 

out the window below me and 

saw several other airplanes 

flying in the pattern.  That’s 

when I knew that I had built 

an airplane and will always 

remember that great feeling. 
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51% Rule 
By Michael Stephan 

 

As many of you know, the rule that allows us to build our 

own airplanes and register them as amateur-built is re-

ferred to as the 51% rule.  Recently, due to the number of 

professionally built kits and the increasing complexity of 

the kits, the FAA is evaluating and proposing a change to 

the rule.  The changes they are proposing will, in most 

opinions, hurt the homebuilding movement.  Dick Van-

grunsven, designer of the popular RV kits, has been very 

involved in discussions with the FAA about the proposal.  

His comments can be found on his website at 

www.vansaircraft.com. 

 

Tom Poberezny has also been very vocal about the 

changes, and Oshkosh forum time was devoted to discus-

sion of the topic.  Recently, Sport Aviation, joined in to 

encourage people to fight the proposal as it currently is 

worded.  What is at contention is the requirement that 

20% has to be fabricated, 20% assembled and the other 

11% can be fabricated or assembled.  The only problem is 

that there is not any definition for what is considered as-

sembly or what is considered fabrication.  It also changes 

the word “majority” to the term 51%, which Van also dis-

liked, since a majority is all that should be required, and 

what was going to determine how much is that extra one 

percent? 

 

On EAA’s website ( www.eaa.org ), Tom Poberezny 

called members to action to help fight this proposal.  The 

rule, as it currently is written, will not fix the problem of 

kits that are professionally built.  Enforcement of the cur-

rent rule is the answer.  If airplanes are not built for the 

recreation and/or education of the builder, they should be 

denied airworthiness certificates.  The FAA has turned a 

blind eye to the current rules and instead is trying to pun-

ish the average amateur airplane builder with more re-

quirements and regulation. 

 

As the comment period comes to an end at the end of 

September, many of us have voiced our opinions on the 

rule change.  Let’s hope the FAA is listening. 

Cavanaugh Sea Fury Crashes At Reno 
By:  Glenn Snyder 

 

The Cavanaugh Museum’s Wright 3350 powered Hawker 

Sea Fury crashed at Reno Stead Field during early test 

flights and qualifications on Wednesday, August 20.  

Ronny Gardner, who was flying the Sea Fury and on final 

approach, crashed short of runway 32 in the sage brush 

and rocks.   Gardner was uninjured, but the Sea Fury sus-

tained major damage.  At press time, it is still unclear if 

the plane will be rebuilt by Cavanaugh or not. 

Photo by Marilyn Newton / Reno Gazette-Journal 

Progress At The Pauley House 
By David Buono 

 

Last month’s newsletter folding was held at the home of 

Bruce and Kathy 

Pauley, which is 

also where their 

RV-7A is being 

constructed. 

 

Bruce has made 

significant pro-

gress over the 

last year or so, 

and his project is really starting to look like an airplane. 

 

We’d like to thank the Pauley’s for hosting the newsletter 

folding and for being gracious hosts! 

The builder’s reflection in his polished wings 

http://www.vansaircraft.com/
http://www.eaa.org/
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Officer Elections for 2009 
By Michael Stephan 

 

I am pleased to announce the initial nominees for the offi-

cer positions for 2009 are as follows: 

 

Bruce Fuller – President 

 

Ann Asberry - Vice President 

 

David Buono – Secretary 

 

Brad Roberts – Treasurer 

 

Bruce volunteered to serve as President after serving as 

Vice President last year.  He and Sue Fuller are also coor-

dinating this year’s Christmas party.   Ann Asberry volun-

teered to serve as the Vice President.  This year we are 

trying something different by using members to help find 

meeting presenters.  The goal is to have 11 Chapter mem-

bers volunteer to each find one presenter for the monthly 

meetings.  This should relieve much of the difficulty of 

the VP job.  If you know of someone who would make a 

good speaker for the Chapter meetings, let Ann know.  

David Buono is serving another year as Secretary, and 

Brad Roberts is in his second year as Treasurer. 

 

We are thankful to all these people who stepped forward 

to serve the Chapter.  But, if you feel that you would like 

to serve as well, you can join these candidates.  The elec-

tion will be at the October Chapter meeting. 

Local Warbird News and Updates 
By:  Glenn Snyder 

 

Another year of the Reno Air Races is in the books.  Here 

is a brief look at local warbird news before and during 

race week: 

 

Pre-race News 

Jimmy Leeward’s Mustang, Cloud Dancer, arrived at 

Aero Country Airport in McKinney from Florida just 

ahead of hurricane Gustav for last minute engine tweak-

ing before 

Reno.  

Metal parti-

cles were 

found in the 

oil screens 

requiring a 

partial tear 

down.  After 

further inter-

nal engine 

inspection, 

two pistons 

had broken oil rings.  Cloud Dancer it seems, will be a 

resident at Aero Country for awhile. 

 

Rare Bear, a full race Bearcat owned by Rod Lewis out of 

San Antonio was one of the favorites again this year. 

 

Race Week 

Texas was well 

represented this 

year with Stewart 

Dawson’s Hawker 

Sea Fury, Spirit of 

Texas, Howard 

Pardue’s Bearcat, 

Nelson Ezell flying 

Howards Sea Fury, 

and John Penny 

flying Rod Lewis’ Bearcat, Rare  Bear.  Also, Miss Amer-

ica, a Mustang out of OK City, owned and flown by Brent 

Hisey. 

 

All Reno race results can be found at www.airrace.org 

 

Red Bull’s P-38 Lightning is still being spotted flying 

around Addison and Aero Country prior to delivery to 

Red Bull in Austria. It is temporarily calling the Cava-

naugh Air Museum in Addison home.  Go see it while 

you can or keep a look out for it in the skies over North 

Texas. 

Miss America At Reno 

Cloud Dancer at Aero Country 

http://www.airrace.org
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The West Coast Falco Fly-In 
By Michael Stephan 

 

Every year the build-

ers and flyers of Fal-

cos that live west of 

the Mississippi get 

together for what they 

call the West Coast 

Falco Fly-in.  It is a 

small group, and they 

alternate hosting the 

event.  This year the 

Texas flyers hosted 

the event at the Han-

gar Hotel in Fredricksburg (T82). Being one of three 

Texas based Falcos, Jim and Jane Quinn took the lead in 

organizing the weekend’s festivities. 

 

Since I had always wanted to experience the Hangar Ho-

tel, I reserved a room and planned to attend.  I also 

wanted to go to the Sulphur Springs taildragger fly-in on 

Saturday that coincides with the Hopkins County Stew 

Cook-off.  So, I planned to only stay Thursday night and 

leave on Friday afternoon. 

 

Since Jim’s Falco was not in a flyable state, I agreed to 

loan him my rear seat for the trip down to T82.  Jim was 

to return with Jane, who was already there preparing the 

arrangements.  The plan was to go to Addison on Thurs-

day morning, have some breakfast with another pair that 

had flown in from California in a Falco, then fly together 

to Fredricksburg.  This required a flight through the Class 

B from Grand Prairie, which I am not practiced at and 

somewhat leery of, but no pain no gain.  So, with some 

advice and a little brain refreshing from David Cheek, I 

plowed through.  Turned out fine.  I made it there, and I 

still have my license and pride intact.  The controllers 

were not as kind as we left Addison for T82, as they de-

toured us around the east side of the Class B instead of 

letting us go through.  Even with that detour, it only took 

an hour and a half to get to Fredricksburg.  We took ad-

vantage of flight following for the trip there, and with my 

one radio plane, I was not able to communicate directly 

with the Falco we were flying with.  Doug, the other 

Falco’s pilot did ask the controllers were I was, and they 

replied, “He’s at your eight o’clock and not a factor, you 

are 10 knots faster.” Ouch. That Falco is a really fast bird, 

and I wasn’t feeling that racey.  Even with that difference, 

he was on the ground only minutes before we arrived. 

 

If you haven’t heard before, the Hangar Hotel is a really 

neat place, and a perfect place to host this kind of friendly 

fly-in.  The early arrivers were ready with hugs and hand-

shakes.  They even welcomed a RV into the mix.  This is 

the only fly-in I have ever been to where the number of 

Falco’s outnumbered the RVs.  In fact, this was the most 

Falcos I have seen in one place, and I was at Osh-

kosh.  In all, seven Falcos planned to attend and 

three were already there.  There were also several 

Falco builders who made the trip. 

 

I’m familiar with Jim and Jane’s Falco, but this was 

a chance to see some other examples. It turns out 

that nearly every Falco there has some Oshkosh 

pedigree in that they were award winners at one 

time.   The airplane, being a wood design, lends it-

self to some excellent craftsmanship.  I liken it to 

the old classic wooden boats.  They are built solid 

with beautiful wood trim. 

 

Friday night, there was a reception and dinner for all the 

attendees at the Hotel, arranged by Jane and the other 

Texas Falco flyers.  It was small, informal and delicious.  

It was a great time for me to get to know this very unique 

and fun group. Since this is an annual event, they are all 

close like family. There were plenty of jabs at each other.  

We all poked fun at Jim, who had a Falco but arrived in 

an RV. 

 

On Friday, 

the plan was 

to tour the 

Mooney fac-

t o r y  i n 

nearby Kerr-

ville.  The 

women rode 

with Jane in 

the rental 

car, which 

left enough 

empty seats for the rest of us to fly in Falcos there. There 

was even a seat for this RV driver.  Kerrville is such a 

short distance, we barely had the gear up before we were 

putting it down 

again.  The tour was 

very interesting.  

Mooneys are made 

today the same way 

they were built 40 

years ago.  Many 

parts are made with 

those original ma-

chines.  Unlike RVs, 

Mooneys use many stamped aluminum parts.  There was 

a die for just about everything.  They still manufacture 

(Continued on page 9) 

Hangar Hotel In Fredricksburg, TX 

Michael Stephan Inspects A Mooney Wing 

Mooney Wing Jig 
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N676BD at the Airport 
By Michael Stephan 

 

Brad Roberts 

RV-7 is now 

at GPM for 

final assem-

bly. Brad is 

one of the 

few who 

painted his 

airplane be-

fore putting 

it all together 

for the last 

time.  He did 

a great job with the paint, and this airplane should be 

ready for inspection in the near future.  Brad did have a 

small setback.  He 

was scheduled to 

have neck surgery 

to repair a damaged 

disk just a few days 

after getting the air-

plane to the hangar.  

Thankfully, every-

thing went well and 

Brad is now pain-

free.  He is on the 

road to recovery, but it will delay the plane assembly for a 

few weeks. 

 

nearly all of the parts in-house. They CNC machine parts, 

stamp parts, mold parts, weld parts and everything is un-

der the scrutiny of the quality control people.  The final 

result is a very high quality, expensive, and fast airplane. 

 

Once back at 

Fredricksburg, we 

had a bite to eat in 

the old style diner 

next door to the 

hotel.  Afterwards, 

I planned to head 

back to Dallas.  

Doug, the Falco 

pilot we flew down 

from Addison with, 

was also heading 

back to Dallas for a reunion with some old Air Force bud-

dies.  His starter picked a most inopportune time to break.  

After realizing that there was no patch for it, a new starter 

was ordered from Skytec in Granbury. Since Doug was 

still set on being at the reunion in Dallas, he turned to the 

other airplane that just happened to be going that direc-

tion.  So, another Falco pilot hopped in my RV and back 

to Addison we went.  I couldn’t help but snicker at the 

irony.  I made another trip through the class B.  That was 

two days in a row.  My second attempt was much better 

than the first. After the reunion, Doug flew back to 

Fredricksburg with a Lancair buddy to rescue his airplane 

and enjoy the rest of the Falco weekend. 

 

Since I missed the last two days of the event, I can’t tell 

you how it went. But, I am sure that group had a good 

time together.  The time I spent there got me thinking 

about how special builder groups are, and how important 

and special it is to get together.  You get ideas, inspiration 

and commiserate with each other. There are also plenty of 

Falco Fly-In              (Continued from page 8) 

F.15 (15th Frati design) built in Russia 

by Sokol factory, along side MIG 29s 

Mooney Tour Group With Tour Guide Stanley - 50 Years At The Factory 

lighthearted moments.  Those are bonds that tie us to-

gether, and the Falco group is tied pretty tight.  I can’t 

make the RV fly-in to New Mexico this year, but you 

might see me at the West Coast Falco Fly-in next year. 

Falco at Mooney Factory 
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The  EAA Hill Country Fly-In comes to 

Kerrville 
Official Press Release 

  

On Saturday, October 11, 2008, the airfield in Kerrville, 

Texas, will resound to the gleeful noise of home-built and 

other private airplanes as a gathering of aviators takes 

place. 

 

With the discontinuation of The Texas Fly-In, many 

EAA'ers said they missed the opportunity to gather in 

South Texas for some fun.  So EAA 747 of Kerrville and 

EAA 1088 of Fredericksburg decided to host The Hill 

Country Fly-In. 

  

The October 11th meet will be smaller than SWRFI or 

The Texas Fly-In, but a whole lot more fun for all con-

cerned because it has shed many of the elaborate features 

of  prior fly-ins. The emphasis will be on private pilots 

who build their own airplanes and then get together to 

compare notes, admire each other's work and renew old 

acquaintances ... like it used to be at Georgetown, later 

Kerrville, back in the day before the event grew so big 

that organizing and managing it generated more drag than 

thrust and effectively reached its service ceiling.  The 

EAA Hill Country Fly-In at Kerrville will be hosted and 

organized by two chapters of the Experimental Aviation 

Association ... EAA Chapter 1088 of Fredericksburg and 

EAA Chapter 747 of Kerrville. 

  

There will be... 

•  No admission fee ... no fees of any kind, unless you 

want a spot to sell some stuff 

•  No air show... which ensures that the cost of the event 

will be minimal 

•  No judging and no awards ... just sharing information 

and not fanning competition is the aim 

•  No food vendors ... just lunch in exchange for a dona-

tion to cover its cost 

  

Exhibitors are welcome attend, but we ask that they make 

a donation to The Tony Bingelis Scholarship Fund. 

  

Instead of three days, this event will be one day only 

(9am to 4pm).   That means no need to reserve blocks of 

rooms in motels and no requirement to bring more than 

the pilot and his airplane.  Of course, those who want to 

spend a few extra days in Kerrville or Fredericksburg are 

welcome to make their own reservations through either of 

these offices:  Kerrville Convention & Visitors Bureau or 

the Fredericksburg Convention and Visitor Bureau 

 

There will be aviation fuel available ... that's a promise!  

And there will be plenty of parking for cars in case pilots 

drive rather than fly.  And there will be a Fly Market, at 

which items left over from past fly-in's will be sold, with 

proceeds going to The Tony Bingelis Scholarship Fund.  

Rent a small selling table at the Fly Market ... that will be 

$20.00, please.  A large selling table is $30.00, a trailer 

space for a load of junk... er... rare and valuable aircraft 

parts ... is $35.00.  The Scholarship Fund will benefit 

from these rentals as much ... or more than ... your garage 

and your wife's good temper! 

 

In short: Saturday, October 11th, 2008 from 9am to 4pm 

in Kerrville will be an old style grassroots EAA event.  

Y'all come!  For more information call 866-797-3407 or 

visit www.texasflyin.org or www.txaa.org. 

  

See you there!  

 

Stan Shannon (247516) 

EAA Ch 1088 

Chapter 1246 Chili Cook-Off 
 

In what has become a North Texas tradition, chapter 1246 

is sponsoring their annual chili cook-off on Saturday Oc-

tober 25 at Collin County Regional Airport (KTKI). 

 

There will be prizes for the best chili, and everybody is 

welcome.  Lunch starts at 11am, rain or shine.  The event 

will be at Pete Huff's hangar at taxiway Charlie, North-

west corner of the airport, behind the fire station. 

 

For more info, check out www.eaa1246.org 

Upcoming Events 
 

October has so many events that I could take 3 pages up with 

info.  Instead, I’ve highlighted a few big ones below. 

 

Another noteworthy event going on, which is probably the big-

gest gathering of RV’s outside of Oshkosh, is the LOE fly-in.  

Lots of great raffle prizes, and all proceeds go to 2 local chari-

t i e s  i n  N e w  M e x i c o .   M o r e  i n f o  a t 

www.landofenchantmentflyin.com 

http://www.texasflyin.org
http://www.txaa.org
http://www.eaa1246.org
http://www.landofenchantmentflyin.com
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Classifieds 

 
Hangar Space At Addison  I’m looking for poten-

tial partners to buy a hangar at Addison Airport.  

Construction on the new hangars began earlier this 

year and finish in mid 2009.  I have a guaranteed 

hangar, but payment to keep my spot is due soon.  

Hangar size is 50x44.  If interested, call me at 214-

986-4497 or email me at david.buono@yahoo.com 

 
Rotax 503 SC with type B gear box and Rotax elec-

tric start kit installed.  25 hrs since major overhaul at 

325 total hours ( Manufacturer recommends major 

overhaul at this time).  The engine was running great 

before overhaul and is running great now.  $4000, 

call Jerry Mrazek at 817-265-0834. 

 
Garmin 190 GPS COM handheld radio.  Still works 

great, data base was updated 4 years ago.  Package 

includes charger, owner's manual, and headset and 

push-to-talk interface.  $700, call Jerry Mrazek at 

817-265-0834. 

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from nonmembers 
will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion. 
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We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, 

format, and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and per-

sonal experience accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and 

you are without recourse to anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, 

control or direction of any event (this includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there. 
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Experimental Aircraft Association 

Dallas Chapter 168 

PO Box 168 

Addison, TX 75001-168 

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

New Member 

Renewal 

Info Change 

Membership dues for EAA Dallas 

Chapter 168 are $20/year. 

Make checks payable to EAA 

Chapter 168 

Mail application to: 

EAA Dallas Chapter 168 

PO Box 168 

Addison, TX 75001-0168 

National EAA offices: 

Experimental Aircraft Association 

EAA Aviation Center 

PO Box 3086 

Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086 

http://www.eaa.org 

National EAA Membership: 

1-800-JOIN-EAA (564-6322) 

Phone (920) 426-4800 

Fax: (920) 426-6761 

http://www.eaa.org/membership/ 

Name:  __________________________________________________________ 

Copilot (spouse, friend, other):  _______________________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________________________ 

    ________________________________________________________ 

City:  _______________________________  State:  _____  Zip:  ____________ 

Phone (Home):  _____________________  (Work):  ______________________ 

Email Address:  ___________________________________________________ 

EAA#:  _____________________________  Exp Date:  ___________________ 
(Chapter 168 membership requires national EAA membership) 

 

Pilot/A&P Ratings:  ________________________________________________ 

 

I am interested in helping with: 

 

Plane, Projects (% complete), and other interests: 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Fly-Ins Programs Newsletter 

Young Eagles Officer Board Of Directors 


