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EAA Chapter 168

Something Old, Something New

Dallas, Texas

By: David Buono
Last
month’s
newsletter folding was held in
the hangar of
Marvin and Pat
Brott at Aero
Country Airpark.
There’s
something for everybody in the Brott
hangar. 2 cars
Marvin’s RV-8
that look like
they just came off the showroom floor, 2 flying airplanes,
1 airplane that’s almost ready to fly, and 1 retired racer
hanging from the rafters. So much to see, so little time!

Marvin has one of the flying
aircraft, which is his RV-8. Talk
about “just came off the showroom floor”! If I didn’t know
any better, I’d say he doesn’t
actually fly it. He just cleans
and waxes it. The second flying
airplane belongs to Ken Krebaum and is a Skyote, which is an aerobatic bi-plane.
There are only a handful of these flying in the world, so it
is a treat to see one in person.
The project plane is an RV-8 being built by Richard
Wingfield. As you can see from the pictures, it is nearly
complete. It is looking good so far, and Richard is excited now that the end is in sight. The panel features a
(Continued on page 3)

November 2008

Volume 39 Issue 11

1

HANGAR ECHOES

November 11 Chapter Meeting

November 18 Board Meeting

The November Chapter meeting will be on TUESDAY
November 11. NOTE: THIS IS THE SECOND TUESDAY OF THE MONTH INSTEAD OF THE FIRST. THE
LIBRARY IS USED FOR
VOTING ON THE FIRST
TUESDAY IN NOVEMBER. It will be held at the
Farmers Branch Library,
located on the northwest
corner of Webb Chapel and
Golfing Green Drive. The
meeting will be held in the auditorium and will begin at 6:30 p.m. and finish by 9:00 p.m.

The BOD meeting will be held on Tuesday November 18
at the Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM. The
minutes from the September BOD meeting recorded by
David Buono are as follows:

November’s speaker is Pat Keefer of U.S. Air Race, Inc,
an all volunteer charitable company that creates and manages cross country flying events. She was inspired by her
mother, Marion Jayne, and has been flying/racing since
1972. Pat has won numerous races and, along with her
mom, was awarded the Federal Aviation International
Gold Medal in the longest race in history; the 1994 24day Round The World Air Race.

Directors In Attendance: David Buono, Mel Asberry,
Ann Asberry, Brad Roberts, Sam Cooper, John Phillips,
David Cheek, Glenn Snyder, Bruce Fuller, and Michael
Stephan
Notes:
 November Speaker is Pat Keefer (www.usairrace.org)
 Brad gave the financial report
 Young Eagles even on 10/25 with rain date of 11/1
for So Smaart girls at Red Bird. Dave will file insurance paperwork
 EAA has announced their leadership conference dates
for 2009
 Michael volunteered to make a Chapter 168 calendar
for 2009
 Dave will finalize meeting dates for 2009

November 15 Chapter Fly-In

November 22 - SATURDAY Newsletter Folding
This month’s Hangar Echoes newsletter folding will be at
the home of Bruce and Mary Ann Fuller in Lake Dallas
on SATURDAY November 22 at 11am.
A Bearhawk is under construction at the house and is always an interesting project to look at. I know what
you’re thinking… “You mean there’s a chapter project
that didn’t come from Vans?” YES THERE IS!
The Bearhawk is a high-wing STOL aircraft perfectly
suited for back country flying or for operating off the water, which is exactly what Bruce plans to do with it. It has
a tube and fabric fuselage with metal wings, so you get a
little of each with this project. The control surfaces are
done, and it’s on its gear. The engine is purchased and
waiting to be hung.

This month the chapter heads to Decatur (KLUD) to dine
at Sweetie Pies Ribeyes, which is owned by the same
company as Babe’s Chicken. It is the steak version of
Babe’s, so the concept is the same. The menu is very
simple and to the point. They do one thing and do it well!
We will meet at 11am on the ramp in Decatur. For those
flying in, remember that runway 35 at Decatur is right
traffic.
This is the best time of year for lunch fly-ins. It’s been a
while since we’ve been to Decatur, so don’t miss this one!

The Fuller house is located North of the Metroplex in
Lake Dallas. The address is 415 Springtree Rd, Lake
Dallas (75065). Bruce’s cell phone is 214-693-3252 if
you get lost.
Hope to see you there! And bring a friend!
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Something Old, Something New

From the Desk of the President

(Continued from page 1)

Here it is almost November.
The
leaves
are
turning
and
mornings are
cool.

Dynon EFIS and TruTrak autopilot, and it’s just about
done. I see another first flight in the chapter’s near future.

October meeting was great.
We had a first
flight;
we
elected a wonderful slate of new officers for next year and
enjoyed a very nice presentation about R/C model aircraft.
At one point during the program, the speaker made mention of “Dub Jett Engines”. This caught my ear as I
palled around with a guy named Dubby Jett as a teenager.
We were both enthusiastic model builders. Dubby had
always been interested in speed events and even began
building his own engines on the Hobby Shop lathe. Well,
it looks as though he continued into adult life. He now
owns his own engineering firm and builds model airplane
engines for the rest of the world. I contacted him and we
had a great “catch-up” discussion. Seems that his information had me dead. I assured him that reports of my
demise had been greatly exaggerated. Not having seen or
heard from Dubby (now Dub) in over 45 years, it was
really nice to know that he has followed his dream and
been successful at it.

Panel of Richard’s RV-8

Congratulations to the 2009 officers chosen to lead Chapter 168. I know you will do a fantastic job.

The retired racer hanging above the hangar
floor is a Sonerai completed by Marvin in
1979. He put around
300 hours on the Volkswagen powered airplane
before retiring it to the
rafters. The Sonerai was
Richard Wingfield’s RV-8 polished firewall designed in the early
70’s by a guy named
John Monnett. If that name rings a bell, you may know
him as the designer of the very popular Sonex kit plane.

The new water tower at Short Stop is now painted. I took
the project engineer up yesterday to take photographs. I
think he was more exited about riding in the RV than taking the pictures.

On top of all the great toys to see and talk about, there
were doughnuts, coffee, and cookies! Mel even showed
up on his motorcycle. What more could you ask for on a
beautiful Saturday morning?

Don’t forget to keep December 12th open for the Christmas party. Ann & I will be there this year. We really
missed being there last year. Bruce and Mary Ann have a
super party planned. You don’t want to miss it.

Mel

Keep building and flying those Experimental Aircraft.
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So Smaart Young Eagles
By Michael Stephan
On the morning of October
25, another successful
Young Eagles event took
place. It was our now traditional flight of the So
Smaart group. We have
flown this group for about
six years in a row. The
group consists of inner city
girls who are high achievers. American Airlines sponsors
them, and uses events similar to ours to expand their horizons. Well that morning we had a clear, calm day and a
beautiful horizon for those girls to enjoy. With several
conflicts on the schedule, we couldn’t come up with any
Chapter 168 pilots, but the McKinney and Sherman chapters stepped up to the plate to pitch in; Ross Richardson
and Rick Simmons from Sherman; Ken Lifland and Mike
Whitcomb from McKinney and the always cheerful Don
Pelligreno from the west side of the Metroplex. These
guys have been very critical in the success of our Young
Eagle events the past several years, and we are thankful
for them. I brought the only experimental to the party,
but I had certificate duty.
There were seventeen girls
to fly. We started a 9:00
A.M. and were done flying by 10:30 A.M., just in
time to fly up to the
McKinney Chapter’s Chili
Cook-off. That is how I
enjoy a Saturday morning.
If you are not familiar with the Young Eagles events, I
encourage you to attend one. There is plenty to do even if
you don’t have an airplane. One thing that gets overlooked is the interaction with the kids’ parents, who are
often full of questions. The few of us that are trying to
keep everything organized don’t get enough time to stop
and converse with those who are seeing this type of aviation for the first time. Sometimes it is the parents that
need that motivation to get their children into flight lessons.
Overall, these
events are very fulfilling
for all those who participate. For example, a
small girl, about age 5,
was kept separate from
the rest of the group
since she was too young
to qualify for the program. After all the flyNovember 2008

ing finished, her mother asked if she could walk out and
just look at a real airplane. Mike Whitcomb showed her
the basics of his airplane then opened the pilot’s door and
lifted her up into the pilots seat. You just saw her beaming as Mike put her hands on the controls and pretended
to steer the plane. It is heart warming to see a pilot share
his airplane and love for aviation with the young ones. I
guess that is why I keep going back.

Local Warbird News and Updates
By: Glenn Snyder

Cavanaugh’s P-51 (photo from their web site)

The Cavanaugh Museum’s P-51 Mustang
has been moved from
Grayson County to
Nelson Ezell’s restoration
facility
in
Breckenridge for completion.
Their Sea
Fury that crashed in
Reno is also being
shipped to Nelson.

Hurricane Ike did a lot more damage to the Lone Star
Flight Museum in Galveston than was anticipated. Flyable aircraft were moved North or to Houston Hobby before the hurricane struck. Many remaining aircraft, military paraphernalia, and memorabilia sustained considerable damage. Most hangars ended up with 8 feet of water
instead of the anticipated 3 feet. You can see some of the
damage at http://www.lsfm.org/ikephotogallery.html
With the great weather in late October, Lou Shaw was
seen flying his pristine P-51 Mustang, Thunderbird. Lou
keeps the Mustang in his hangar at Addison, which is
known as the “Toy Barn”.
All those who went to the Reklaw fly in and camp out
will probably attest that it just might be the very best fly
in going. It felt like there were 500-600 aircraft. A great
time was had by all, and the weather was awesome all
three days.
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Splash In 2008

was number two behind a Cessna on floats when I experienced something new. Typically, the standard approach
By Michael Stephan
is land uphill to the west unless there is a strong east
wind. The Cessna on final announced that he was turning
Every year Rich Worstell, with help from the Sherman
around and landing downhill to the east, due to the sun in
EAA Chapter, hosts the annual Splash In at the Cedar
his eyes. I announced that I would follow his lead, but
Mills Airport/Marina. It starts on Friday and ends on
wanted to do an uphill approach to see what he saw. He
Sunday. The event includes quite a flurry of activities,
was right. The sun was just above the trees, and at 50 feet
including a day full of seminars. This year Rich Graham
above the runway everything in the windscreen disapgave his presentation on the SR-71 Blackbird. The FAA
peared. It was as if someone shined a flashlight (a big
and Lucky Louque of Air Salvage also do several safety
bright one) in your eyes. I quickly threw on the sunseminars during the day.
glasses, and that didn’t help. It just made everything
darker.
Once
I attended for a
back in the patfew hours two
tern headed in
years ago and
the other direchad a great visit
tion, I planned
with Bruce and
on accomplishMary
Ann
ing
another
Fuller in the
first,
landing
camping area.
downhill at CeLast
year ’s
dar Mills.
I
flood of Lake
came over the
Texoma caused
trees, touched
the event to be
down, a little
cancelled, but
bounce,
then
Rich did a great
back on the
job getting the
ground
and
facilities ready
slowing down.
for this year.
I must have
The new and
been a little
improved resfast, because I
taurant was up
was down by
and running and
the gap in the
(l to r) Bruce and Mary Ann Fuller, Don Christiansen, Ron and Sue Bonnette
the place looked
trees near the
beautiful.
end of the runway before I stopped and began taxing
back. Once in my parking spot, I shut it down and began
For a while I had been looking for the right opportunity to
the unpacking.
pack my camping gear and “tent camp” for the first time
with my airplane. This was a perfect situation to do a trial
I tried to tie down the airplane, but the twisted auger style
run. The weather was cool at night and warm during the
anchors would not hold in that sandy soil. Since the wind
day. I didn’t have to plan on food because the restaurant
was calm and predicted to stay that way, I decided not to
would take care of that need, and there were plenty of
tie it down. Instead, I unpacked the tent. Setting up a tent
friends there in case something went wrong.
by yourself is not difficult, but does take a bit longer. By
the time I was ready to put the rainfly on, the sun was
I planned to do a late afternoon flight, since I was finding
very much down. I wrestled with it a bit, but couldn’t tell
and packing camping gear all day for the overnight stay.
which direction it went on in the dark. Bruce and Mary
When I was ready to push the airplane out about 4:00
Ann Fuller drove by, and we decided to go up to the hanP.M., my hangar neighbor pulls up and decides to ask a
gar for Lucky Louque’s Friday night jambalaya and red
few questions. Never turning down a good conversation,
beans and rice. Totally delicious. There was a nice
especially one about my airplane, my departure ended up
crowd there socializing, drinking a few adult beverages
being closer to 5:00pm. The air was incredibly smooth,
and enjoying the cool evening. Once back at the tent,
and I flew the whole distance at 3000 ft. As the sun was
Bruce helped me get that pesky rainfly on.
getting low in the sky, I was eager to get on the ground.
(Continued on page 6)
Cedar Mills doesn’t have runway lights. In the pattern I
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Splash In 2008

(Continued from page 5)

Bruce and Mary Ann were staying in the RV park in their
new camping trailer. I spent most of Friday night sitting
in the crisp air around a warm crackling campfire with
them solving the world’s problems. That is my favorite
camping activity and has been ever since I was a kid.
One thing about tent camping is you get up when the sun
comes up. So at dawn on Saturday, I was preparing for
the day’s activities. Since I was leaving that day, I
packed up things and put them in the airplane. The tent
had to wait for the dew to evaporate before I could pack it
up. So, I went over to visit Bruce and Mary Ann. Their
night in the RV wasn’t as cold as mine in the tent. There
was an early pilots’ briefing at the hangar, and Bruce and
I attended. The main focus was that all operations were
to use runway seven, since there would be many departures and arrivals. So landing to the west and departing to
the east was prohibited. That confused many of the regulars who were arriving and wondering why they had to
land downhill. Back at the campsite, breakfast was next
on the agenda. While we were eating, the airplanes
started arriving. One of those was Ron and Sue Bonnette
in their RV-7A. Don Christiansen was not far behind in
his RV-8. After welcoming them at the campsite, we
wandered over to check the activity on the flightline,
which was filling up nicely. It was a nice mix of seaplanes, homebuilts, certified airplanes, one helicopter and
a Cessna Caravan. Airplanes were parked on both sides
of the runway and stretched all the way down to that
break in the trees. The temperature was in the middle
sixties, the sun was shinning, and we’re looking at airplanes along a beautiful grass runway. What a pleasant
morning.
I had to be back in Dallas that afternoon, so when the
group headed to the restaurant for lunch, I headed for the
airplane. The departure was no problem, and shortly I
was back in Grand Prairie.
If you have not been to the Splash In at Cedar Mills, you
are missing one of the best events around. The weather is
mild, the food is delicious, the setting is gorgeous, the
facilities are outstanding, a nice collection of airplanes,
and good friends to share it with. I couldn’t ask for a better situation to experience my first airplane camping trip.
So next year, pack your tent, bring your RV and plan to
enjoy this great event. This was my second year, and
every year I make it a longer stay. Next year I plan to
stay till Sunday.

Octoberfest In Missouri’s Wine Country
By: Ron Bonnette
After months of anticipating our first trip to the Land of
Enchantment RV fly in, hurricane “Norbert” and a forecast of thunderstorms caused us to change our plans.
We have always wanted to visit St. Louis, MO and the
weather there looked great. I quickly revised our flight
plan and picked a small airport just outside of the St.
Louis Class B as our destination.
A 20 knot tailwind helped us get to Mountain Home, AR
(BPK) in short order where we had a quick lunch. Less
than 55 minutes after departing Mountain Home, we were
on final approach to Washington Regional (MO6)- a pristine little airport on the banks of the Missouri
river. There were only two airplanes tied down on the
ramp and the attendant was in a tractor mowing the already manicured grounds. On the east side of the runway
was a rocky bluff with trees just beginning to show a hint
of their fall colors. The scene could not have been more
picturesque.
With the airplane secured
and our rent
car on the
way,
we
q u i c k l y
learned
that
we
had
dropped into
the middle of
Missouri’s
wine country during Octoberfest! The wineries in the
area were all open for free wine tastings, tours and live
entertainment including rock and Oom-pa
bands. Wow! What a stroke of luck!
We
toured
downtown St.
Louis Saturday morning,
including the
Cathedral Basilica then returned
to
Washington to
visit the wineries in the
afternoon. We toured the wine cellars of Stone Hill, vis(Continued on page 7)
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Octoberfest

(Continued from page 6)

Building From Scratch
By Mel Asberry

ited the Oak Glen and Blumenhof wineries and tasted
many varieties of their wine. The music was good, the
people friendly, and the wine smooth.
Our return on Sunday was met
with strong headwinds and
rough air. We had to divert to
an unattended airport in Huntsville, Arkansas, but our enthusiasm for our great weekend
could not be dampened.
Lessons learned:
1. Have a back up plan
2. Always tell your passenger before making a
spiral descent through
a hole in the clouds
3. If you are the only air- Deserted tower in Huntsville
plane on the ramp,
birds will use your vertical stabilizer to perch,
preen, and do disgusting things to your horizontal stabilizer
4. A flashing red traffic signal means the same in St.
Louis as it does in Dallas
Ask me how I know.

Highlight From October’s Meeting
By: David Buono

What does “scratch-built” really mean? When I was
building my RV-6, a fellow EAA member who was building an Acro Sport told me that I wasn’t really building, I
was just assembling. A real builder fabricates all parts
from raw stock.
Now, building from a “kit” is building. Obviously, not to
the extent that building from plans is. But still it is building none the less. After building 7 kit aircraft, my wife
and I decided we needed a long term retirement project.
So I began researching. I’ve always wanted a bi-plane. I
wanted something light enough for a small engine but
strong enough for aerobatics. Actually, this theory works
out quite well since G-loading is a factor of weight. I decided on a Canadian design that meets my performance
goals. The design has a gross weight of around 1000
pounds and meets aerobatic standards. Being a bi-plane,
it has so much inherent drag that supposedly you can’t
achieve VNE, which is 120 mph, no matter how hard you
try. As a matter of fact, the designer once told me that if
you achieve VNE, the first thing to do is check to see if
the top wing is still there.
I ordered the plans and raw materials. Actually, I did order preformed wing ribs to save time. In hind sight, this
was a mistake as the quality of the ribs is such that it took
me more time to make them usable than it would have to
fabricate them from scratch. My original intention was to
build from the plans with few modifications. I started to
look closely at the plans and began making parts. It wasn’t long before I discovered that some of the parts I had
made from the plans didn’t fit the structure. It was at this
point that I began to notice that several of the dimensions
on the plans just didn’t add up.
I read several flight reports on the design saying that 80
(Continued on page 8)

Norm Biron received his first flight plaque from President
Mel Asberry at the October chapter meeting. He gave his
first hand account of what it was like to test pilot his own
project and where he is in the test flying stage. The
crowd gave Norm a big round of applause for achieving
his goal.
November 2008
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Building From Scratch (Continued from page 7)
hp was not enough for good acro. Most people were going with the 100 hp Rotax. I don’t particularly care for
the 4-stroke Rotax engines, so I am going with the Jabiru
3300. I have talked with Jabiru about de-rating the engine
to 100 hp, and we compromised on de-rating to 110 hp.
Of course, the Jabiru is about 40 lbs heavier than the Rotax, so now the modifications began. I shortened the nose
6 inches, lengthened the tail 2 inches, moved the rear
cockpit back 4 inches, and moved the front cockpit back 2
inches. My calculations show the CG should now be
about right. I plan to install 2 battery boxes, one forward
on the firewall and one aft of the rear cockpit for last minute CG adjustments. All these modifications caused me
to have to adjust the control column to match up with the
seats. One modification always leads to several others.
The fuselage was originally designed to have a “round
radial engine” look. I didn’t particularly like that configuration, so I rearranged the number and placement of
stringers to give a more streamlined appearance. This
also saves a little weight. The fuel tanks are riveted structures and integral to the top wings. I attempted to expand
the tanks somewhat as they only hold 7 gallons each. This
was not possible without structural modifications which I
didn’t want to do. I figure that 14 gallons will give me
plenty of time for local fun flying. And for cross country
in a one hundred mile per hour open cockpit bi-plane, that
should be sufficient.

Wrong Way Corrigan
By: David Buono
Last month, while asking if anybody was interested in
joining me on a motorcycle ride to the Guadalupe Mountains (New Mexico/Texas border), I accidently said the
mountain range was 540 miles EAST of Dallas instead of
West. My friend said, “good thing you’re not a pilot, or
we would have to call you “Wrong Way Corrigan”.
I had no idea what he was talking about. I had never
heard that phrase. I asked him to elaborate, and his reply
was “I don’t know… It’s something my dad always
said.” That wasn’t enough for me. With a name like
“Corrigan”, the phrase had to start somewhere. There had
to be a story behind it. Thank goodness for Google!
Douglas Groce Corrigan was born in Texas in 1907. He
flew for the first time when he was 18 and soloed about a
year later, which he later called the most important day of
his life. His flight instructors soon opened a small aircraft
company called Ryan Aeronautical and offered him a job.
He would go on to be one of the builders that would build
the Spirit Of St Louis, which of course, is the airplane that
Charles Lindbergh would fly from New York to Paris in
1927. When news of the successful crossing reached the
Ryan plant, all the workers went crazy shouting and cele(Continued on page 9)

We’ve been working on the project for several years now
as a low priority. At this point the fuselage is on the gear
with both wings installed and rigged. One very good feeling is that after completely rigging the wings, I measured
the flying and landing wires, and they are interchangeable
from left to right. I must have done something right. The
empennage is complete. We’re now ready to remove the
wings to complete the leading edges, fuel tanks, and wing
tips. Then it will be time to paint the fuselage structure
and begin installing engine controls and electrical wiring.
Then it’s on to covering and painting.
One thing I’ve noticed about scratch building as it differs
from a kit is the frustration level. With a kit, occasionally
you come to a point where something doesn’t fit quite
right. You get very frustrated because, “it’s a kit. It’s
supposed to fit!” With scratch building, that statement
changes to “hmm, I wonder if this will fit!”

November 2008
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Wrong Way Corrigan

(Continued from page 8)

brating. Corrigan went one step further. He decided right
there that he too wanted to fly across the Atlantic.
After short stints as a mechanic in California and a barnstormer on the East coast, he decided to head back to
California in 1933. Since he didn’t own a car at the time,
the trip would be made by airplane. Price was the most
important thing to him, so he was looking for something
cheap. He found a Curtiss Robin for $325 and started for
California a few days later.
After returning to work as a mechanic in San Diego, he
quickly became bored. He made the decision to rebuild
his Curtiss Robin and work towards his dream of flying
across the Atlantic. Because of his Irish heritage, he
chose Dublin as his destination.
He put a brand new Wright J6-5 engine on his airplane in
addition to the extra gas tanks needed to make the long
flight. He was well on his way to achieving his dream
when he ran into a speed bump… The federal inspector
that came to inspect his plane only authorized it for crosscountry flights.
That wasn’t enough to deter Corrigan, though. On his
way to New York in 1936, he stopped in St Louis to try
and persuade the Federal Bureau of Air Commerce to allow the flight. He was told to wait 1 year, and then told
he needed a radio operator’s license… Even though his
plane didn’t have a radio!

short. He landed at Adams Airport in the San Fernando
Valley, and that’s where the feds confiscated his airplane.
During the time he wasn’t allowed to fly, he overhauled
the engine and had the plane inspected. This time he
passed… sort of. He got an experimental license and
received permission to fly nonstop to New York. If he
made it, he would then be allowed to fly non-stop back to
LA. He took off from Long Beach on July 7, 1938, and
after some run-ins with weather and a fuel leak, he landed
in New York with 4 gallons of fuel remaining.
After inspecting the leak, he decided not to do anything
about it before attempting his return flight to LA. On July
17, 1938, he filed a flight plan to California, filled up his
tanks and took off at 4am. He took off to the East and
disappeared into the fog and darkness.
The fuel leak got worse as the trip went on, and it even
started filling the cabin with fuel after only 10 hours. He
had to punch a hole in the floor so that it would drain out.
After over 26 hours of flying, he finally saw a fishing
boat then a city, which was Baldonnel. Shortly thereafter,
he landed in Dublin.
When asked how he got to Dublin, he replied “I left New
York yesterday morning headed for California. I got
mixed up in the clouds and I must have flown the wrong
way.” He was questioned by the Irish Army, customs
(Continued on page 10)

Since he had to wait one year before asking permission
again, he made the best of the time off. He got his radio
operator license and installed more and better fuel tanks
in the airplane. Just about the time he was to send in his
application again, tragedy struck the aviation world.
Amelia Earhart disappeared over the Pacific, so nobody
was going to sign off his flight now. On top of that, they
refused to even renew his airplane license.
Would that stop him? No way! After naming his plane
“Sunshine”, he took off for New York planning to land at
night to avoid detection. Due to bad weather and having
to avoid major airfields, it took him 9 days to fly to New
York.
By now it was late October, and he knew it would be too
dangerous to try and Atlantic crossing during this time of
the year. Never one to sit idle, he decided to try and fly
non-stop back to California. His goal was Los Angeles,
but due to stronger than normal headwinds, he came up
November 2008
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Corrigan

up, and got back in the air. Excitement started to build as
we neared Santa Teresa. After an uneventful landing, the
fun would begin.

(Continued from page 9)

officials, the American minister in Ireland, and the Irish
Prime Minister. He told everybody the same story and
stuck to that story the rest of his life.
He was sent back the USA to face his punishment. When
he stepped foot back on American soil, he was told his
pilot’s license was suspended until August 4, which was
the same day his boat arrived in America.
There were reports later in his life of him admitting he
flew East on purpose, but nobody recorded any of it. He
died on December 9, 1995 at age 88.
Now if anybody accuses you of being “Wrong Way Corrigan”, you’ll know exactly what they’re talking about!

LOE - 2008
By: David Buono
The Land of Enchantment fly-in was held in Santa
Teresa, New Mexico this year on the second weekend of
October. Last year was my first LOE, and flying out with
Don Christiansen was a great experience, so I opted to do
it again for 2008. I rode in the back of his RV-8, affectionately known as “Yellowbird”.
I spent Thursday night at his new house in Pecan Plantation in preparation for an early departure on Friday. After
a light breakfast Friday morning, we loaded the plane and
cranked the engine up around 7:45am. We were meeting
the Sutter’s (Martin and Claudia) and the Lewis’ (Tom
and Bonnie) at the run-up area at 8am. When we got
down there, they weren’t quite ready yet, so we took off
and Don gave me an aerial tour of the neighborhood.

Friday night was spent hanging out, telling exaggerated
stories, eating, and drinking. We woke up early Saturday
morning and joined a crew heading to Kilbourne Hole,
which is a volcanic crater about an hour into the desert.
After spending over an hour exploring the crater, it was
time to head back. Oops! The keys got locked in the
rental car! After some creative tool making, we were
back in the car headed towards the hotel for a quick
shower before the Saturday night dinner social.
Before the social started, we were all reminded about the
dangers of mother nature. A Maule departed just as a
storm cell passed the airport. It disappeared into the mist
and wind, and when the cell passed, we saw black smoke
in the distance. Sadly, the Maule burned up after impacting the ground about a mile off the end of the runway.
Both occupants were killed.
The social started off a little more subdued than last year
due to the accident. Prizes were still raffled off, and it
was still a huge success. Over $30,000 worth of prizes
was given away, which raised over $6,000 for each of the
2 charities. I was a winner for the 2nd year in a row,
coming away with a $1000 discount on a Garmin G900x
installation. Now if I can come up with $74,000 more,
I’ll be all set!
I’m already looking forward to next year!

We headed back to the field just in time to join the Sutter’s wing on climb out. With the exception of a few rolls
and a switch from right wing to left wing, we stayed in
that position until reaching Andrews, TX for our fuel
stop. We ran into Jay Pratt and other RV’ers there, fueled
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HANGAR ECHOES

Classifieds
Hangar Space At Addison I’m looking for potential partners to buy a hangar at Addison Airport.
Construction on the new hangars began earlier this
year and finish in mid 2009. I have a guaranteed
hangar, but payment to keep my spot is due soon.
Hangar size is 50x44. If interested, call me at 214986-4497 or email me at david.buono@yahoo.com
Rotax 503 SC with type B gear box and Rotax electric start kit installed. 25 hrs since major overhaul at
325 total hours ( Manufacturer recommends major
overhaul at this time). The engine was running great
before overhaul and is running great now. $4000,
call Jerry Mrazek at 817-265-0834.
Garmin 190 GPS COM handheld radio. Still works
great, data base was updated 4 years ago. Package
includes charger, owner's manual, and headset and
push-to-talk interface. $700, call Jerry Mrazek at
817-265-0834.

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from nonmembers
will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.
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We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form,
format, and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and
you are without recourse to anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement,
control or direction of any event (this includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.
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