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EAA Chapter 168                        Dallas, Texas Touch of Texas Pilot Charles Mohrle 

Speaks in February 
By Michael Stephan 

 

Born in Oklahoma City in 1921, Charles 

D. Mohrle grew up a Texan in Galveston 

and attended the University of Texas.  

After Pearl Harbor, he enlisted as an 

Aviation Cadet and trained at Moore 

Field in Mission, Texas. 

 

Initially assigned to the fighter base in 

Sarasota, Florida then transferred to the 

405th Fighter Group, 510 Squadron at Walterboro, South 

Carolina.  His unit after training in P-40s, then P-39s got 

Thunderbolts two months before their assignment to the 

9th Air Force in England. 

 

In Christchurch, were he was based, he flew escort, inter-

diction and dive-bombing missions. After the D-day inva-

sion, the 405th Group was moved to St. Mer Eglise in 

France.  The unit moved across France in support of Pat-

ton‟s 3rd Army. Charles flew 97 missions and destroyed 

numerous tanks, trains, bridges, artillery, ammunition 

dumps and personnel. 

 

But his tour wasn‟t without incident.  His P-47 took a 

88mm direct hit in the left wing and engine.  But due to 

the Thunderbolt toughness, he was able to fly his “Touch 

of Texas” behind Allied lines and land in a dirt field on 

one wheel due to the lack of hydraulic pressure. On sev-

eral other missions his P-47 collected direct hits from 

ground fire and small arms ammunitions.  

 

The 405th received a Presidential Unit Citation. Charles 

was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and Air 

Medal with 15 clusters. 

 

After returning to the United States, he flew at the air-to-

air gunnery school in Yuma, Arizona.  He checked out in 

bombers and flew targets.  Flying an RP-36, he was shot 

down from fire from a B-17.  He dead-sticked the landing 

without damaging the aircraft.  He comments on how 

tough the radial engines are by saying the inline engine in 

the RP-36 was brought down by one bullet.  That would 

not have happened to the Thunderbolt. 

 

He was released from the service as a captain in 1945. He 

entered the graphic arts field, and eventually built an ad-

vertising agency here in Dallas. 
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February 4 Chapter Meeting 
 

The February Chapter meeting will be on WEDNES-

DAY February 4th.  It will be held at the 

Farmers Branch Library, located 

on the northwest corner of 

Webb Chapel and Golfing 

Green Drive. The meeting 

will be held in the audito-

rium and will begin at 6:30 

p.m. and finish by 9:00 p.m. 

 

February‟s speaker will be 

Charles D Mohrle.  Charles was 

a P-47 pilot in WWII and flew 97 com-

bat missions in support of the allied forces.  He has great 

stories about his time spent in the air and has numerous 

pictures to go with his talk. 

 

Find out more about Charles by reading his bio on the 

front cover.  We are honored to have Mr Mohrle as our 

guest, and hope you can make it out to this special event. 

February 7th Chapter Fly-In 
 

This month the chapter heads to Ardmore, Oklahoma to 

eat barbeque at the Blue Pig on the field. 

 

Ardmore Municipal (KADM) is about 85 miles due North 

of DFW.  We haven‟t been to the Blue Pig in over a year, 

so join your fellow chapter members for some great bar-

beque north of the “border”.  We plan to meet on the Ard-

more ramp at 11:30am for lunch. 

 

We moved the meeting time 30 minutes later than our 

normal time to allow those flying Young Eagles at Red 

Bird time to make it for lunch.  HINT HINT  That means 

if you have an airplane and a pilot‟s license, you should 

be at Red Bird Saturday morning to fly Young Eagles!  

See more info on page 4 in the newsletter. 

February 24 Newsletter Folding 
 

This month‟s newsletter will be folded at the home of 

Frank and Dorma Prokop in Lucas, TX on Tuesday Feb-

ruary 24 at 7pm. 

 

Frank is building a Foxtrot 4 made by Team Tango.  It is 

a 4 seat composite airplane that cruises upwards of 200 

mph.  See more info at http://www.teamtango.com/ 

 

Their address is 1890 Sawmill Dr, Lucas, TX 75002.  If 

you need directions, call Frank at 972-396-1168. 

 

We are in need of volunteers to host newsletter foldings 

for 2009.  Having a project is NOT a requirement.  If you 

are interested in hosting a newsletter folding, contact Mi-

chael at mstephan@shr.net  

February 10 Board Meeting 
 

The BOD meeting will be held on Tuesday February 10 at 

the Farmers Branch Library at 7:00 PM.  The minutes 

from the January BOD meeting recorded by David Buono 

are as follows: 

 

Directors In Attendance: David Buono, Mel Asberry, 

Ann Asberry, Brad Roberts, Sam Cooper, John Phillips, 

David Cheek, Glenn Snyder, Bruce Fuller, and Michael 

Stephan, Bill Bracken, and John Peyton 

 

Notes: 

 March speaker will be Tom Lewis about his Alaska 

trip 

 Brad gave the financial report 

 The board decided to donate $100 to the Friends of 

the Library program at the Farmers Brach library 

 Bill suggested the chapter have some way to get 

members in touch with each other at Oshkosh this 

year.  Options were discussed but decision tabled for 

later date 

 

Picture from Team Tango web site 

http://www.teamtango.com/
mailto:mstephan@shr.net


February 2009                                 Volume 40 Issue 2                                                                                        3 

HANGAR ECHOES 

From The Desk of the President 
 

Let me take a few mo-

ments to introduce my-

self. First, my name is 

Bruce Fuller, and of 

course, I am the Chapter 

168 President for the 

current year or until the 

next guy gets hood-

winked. I've been a 

member of 168 for about 

seven years and have 

attended the general 

meetings, fly-outs, and 

newsletter foldings, 

where I have met an ar-

ray of characters, all of which enjoy the same thing as me, 

aviation. I look at my tenure as President as a way to give 

back to this great little community we call Chapter 168.  

 

Second, my day job is that of Safety Director for the 

Texas Division of a large construction company. Most of 

my days are spent analyzing risk, developing risk aver-

sion processes and procedures, mentoring subordinates, 

preaching safe work habits, or investigating failures in the 

aforementioned. The Safety Profession is somewhat im-

balanced in that we try to protect our workers from them-

selves in spite of themselves. Its kind of like a flight in-

structor teaching us what not to do or the earth might just 

reach up and smite us, and we choose to buzz the ...(fill in 

the blank) anyway. 

 

Finally, my wife Mary Ann is helping me build a four 

place, tube and fabric, Bearhawk. Until the Bearhawk is 

finished we stay contented by renting Cessnas on wheels 

or floats, as often as we can these days. I have recently 

been flying a new 172 with the Garmin 1000 and that is 

an experience I'll tell you about in another column.  

 

If you have the opportunity, join your fellow chapter 

members at the February fly-out or give Jim Quinn a hand 

at the Young Eagles event this weekend. Get the details in 

the upcoming events section.  

 

Until next time, 

 

Fly Safe 

  

Bruce 

March Speaker - Advance Notice 
By David Buono 

 

Our March meeting‟s speaker will be Tom Lewis, who 

flies an RV-7A out of Pecan Plantation.  The meeting date 

is Wednesday March 4th. 

 

Back in August of 2007, he and his wife Bonnie flew 

their RV-7A on a tour of Alaska organized by http://

www.letsflyalaska.com/ 
 

I‟ve seen some of their pictures, but I‟ve never heard the 

first hand account of their trip.  If the trip was half as fun 

as the pictures, this will be a real treat. 

 

We are giving an advance notice of this meeting, because 

we thought the topic would appeal to more than just the 

pilots in your family.  Spouses and kids will also enjoy 

the presentation, because it‟s not as focused on aviation as  

it is on the beauty of Alaska. 

 

We look forward to seeing you and your family there! 

http://www.letsflyalaska.com/
http://www.letsflyalaska.com/
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Young Eagles:  A Call For Pilots 
By David Buono 
 

Young Eagles was launched in 1992 and is one of EAA‟s 

most important programs.  It is a great way to give back 

to the aviation community while also performing a vital 

function…  It introduces youth to aviation. 

 

Think back to your first flight in the cockpit of an air-

plane.  Maybe it was your first flight lesson, or it might 

have been with a friend or relative who was a pilot, or for 

some, it might have been with one of the Wright brothers!  

Either way, I‟m sure just about everybody can recall their 

first flight in a small plane.  The nervousness that builds 

as you roll down the runway…  The thrill of lifting off…  

Nervousness turns into excitement as you realize you‟re 

flying…  That is the experience the Young Eagles pro-

gram aims to give kids, but it can‟t be done without your 

help. 

 

Your chapter 168 organizes many Young Eagle flights 

throughout the year under the skillful direction of Jim 

Quinn, who is our Young Eagles coordinator.  Jim‟s job 

should be to announce the when and where for the event 

to our chapter, and then spend the bulk of his time making 

sure the kids and parents know where to be and what to 

expect.  Then on the day of the event, he‟s in charge of 

getting kids on airplanes safely and efficiently.  Unfortu-

nately, most of his job has turned into pilot recruiting. 

 

The number of Chapter 168 pilots showing up at Young 

Eagles events has dwindled so much that Jim now has to 

rely on other chapters to supply pilots, which does not 

reflect well on our chapter.  There have been a few events 

in the past year or two that ZERO chapter 168 pilots flew.  

That‟s crazy when you look at the number of pilots we 

have in the chapter. 

 

2009 is a new year, and I‟d like to see the trend reversed.  

I‟d like every pilot in Chapter 168 with access to a plane 

to commit to fly at one event this year.  There are 3 basic 

requirements to be eligible to fly at an event, and just 

about everybody should qualify. 

 

1) You must be legal to pilot.  This means you must 

have a pilot‟s license, a current medical, be current to 

carry passengers, have a current BFR, and the plane 

must be airworthy. 

 

2) You have to be a member of EAA. 

 

3)   You must have aircraft passenger liability insurance. 

 

 

That‟s it.  That is all you need to give a kid the memory of 

a lifetime.  Seems pretty simple, doesn‟t it? 

 

I can hear some of you retorting right now…  “I‟m not 

good with kids, so I probably shouldn‟t do this.”  That 

excuse is nonsense!  I have no kids and can barely tolerate 

my 2 dogs, and I‟ve had no problem flying these kids.  

You have a common bond…  AVIATION!  It has been 

my experience that these kids don‟t care what your name 

is let alone anything about you.  They care about flying 

and that‟s about it. 

 

For those of you who‟ve never participated in a Young 

Eagles event, I can walk you through a typical experience.  

Jim calls you over and introduces you to little “Billy”.  

You walk the kid over to your airplane, and on this walk I 

usually as them how old they are, if they‟ve ever flown 

before, if they‟re excited, and by then we‟re standing at 

the airplane.  Before you fly, it‟s a good idea to walk 

them around the airplane and explain each part in basic 

terms.  If you can‟t do that, you probably shouldn‟t be 

flying anyway!  Into the plane they go.  Make sure they‟re 

properly strapped in and tell them not to touch anything.  

After take off and level off, I usually let them fly for a 

few minutes even making a few shallow turns while keep-

ing an eye out the window for other traffic.  If I feel 

they‟re up for it, I take the controls back and give them a 

steep turn 360 before entering the pattern and landing.  

After shutdown, you sign their Young Eagles certificate 

and take a picture with them.  Shake their hand and 

you‟re done.  What part of that sounded hard?  Normally, 

the kids can‟t wipe the smile off their face.  You will be 

the subject of all their stories when they get to school on 

Monday and tell all their classmates what they did over 

the weekend. 

 

The next chapter sponsored Young Eagles event is Satur-

day February 7th at Redbird (KRBD).  If you can make it, 

contact Jim at jquinn3@gmail.com or 972-571-6713.  

The plan is to start flying kids at 9am, so plan on being 

there at the terminal by 8:30am.  If we have enough pi-

lots, we will finish in time for you to still make lunch in 

Ardmore, which is our normal chapter fly-in this month.  

If this notice is too short for you, there are already a few 

events scheduled for this summer.  Contact Jim for more 

info. 

 

So now you don‟t have any more excuses.  You know 

what to expect, you know what you need to be an eligible 

pilot, and you know when the next event is scheduled.  I 

hope to see you there! 

mailto:jquinn3@gmail.com
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Aircraft Painting 
By Marvin Brott 

 

Several months ago while driving into the Aero Country 

Airport I spotted what I thought was a new RV-8 on the 

field.  A few minutes later I realized that George Kilishek 

had colorized his RV-8.  George had gone over to the 

Northwest Regional airport where Grady O‟Neal applied 

an outstanding paint scheme with his excellent paint 

work.  He is real happy with the paint and he should be.  

Recently George‟s airplane appeared in Sport Aviation in 

the “what our members are building” section. 

 

George realized that it is not over until the fat lady on the 

stage sings, “the paint is on the airplane”.   The following 

are some painting comments that bring the building proc-

ess to a conclusion.  First you will hardly recognize your 

own airplane when you go to pick it up.  You will think it 

performs better on the way home with its new paint. 

We all start thinking about paint schemes about the time 

we start the empennage.  Typically we find a paint 

scheme we like, then modify or copy it.  If you have an 

extra $400 dollars you can seek help from Craig Barnett, 

founder of Scheme Designers, which provides custom 

design services for painting your airplane.  As his internet 

site indicates, he views each aircraft as his canvas thereby 

enabling him to create an individual work of art for each 

customer.  Check out his site (http://

www.schemedesigners.com/) for some really neat de-

signs for all types of aircraft.  George‟s paint scheme sort 

of follows some of the work that Scheme Designers sug-

gests. 

 

The next option you might consider is what Cessna Air-

craft is doing.  Paint your airplane all white and then ap-

ply vinyl decals.  This is how you get the flowing ribbons 

and other interesting graphics.  Presumably this vinyl is 

really holding up under the elements since you see them 

on everything from trucks to airplanes.  I priced this ap-

proach at Oshkosh several years ago and the graphics 

would cost about $800 dollars, depending on complexity.  

I have yet to see my first experimental with vinyl graph-

ics.   If you don‟t take the vinyl graphic approach, then 

proceed with the traditional multi-color paint approach.  

One final twist would be to get some airbrush painting 

done, like checkered flags.  The ultimate paint job re-

cently accomplished was at Aero Country with the air 

brushed true flames on Jon Scholl‟s RV 6.  

 

The next question is, "Can I really paint my own air-

plane?"  My quick answer is "yes you can" , but there are 

several things you need to take into consideration.  I 

painted the RV 4 myself.  While it turned out great after a 

lot of color sanding, there were a number of down sides.  

It was one big time-consuming job, the paint and equip-

ment cost a lot, the health issues were considerable, and 

the emotional roller coaster after each paint session based 

on results were tremendous.  There is no substitute for 

experience.  Brad Roberts painted his RV and eliminated 

the really big concern, health concerns using solvent 

based products.  He used the Stewart Systems which is 

waterborne paint.  This is not a water-based paint.  Water 

is the carrier for the solids in the coatings as compared 

using high VOC solvents.  Brad brought out to Aero 

Country a painted aileron to compare with my RV-8‟s 

solvent-base paint and it was impossible to distinguish 

between our coatings.  It has still been a time-consuming 

job for Brad as there were many set ups since you are 

painting the individual parts of the airplane separately.   

 

As most of you are aware I have been working with Rich-

ard Wingfield on his RV 8.  By December it was nearly 

complete.  We have wondered for almost three years 

about what should be done for paint.  A situation arose at 

Aero Country that really solved the problem.  At the far 

north end of the airport we have been watching a classic 

(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.schemedesigners.com/
http://www.schemedesigners.com/
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Wonderful World of XM Weather 
By David Cheek 

 

How many of you with XM weather on your hand held 

Garmin navigator have had service interruptions?  My 

system and those of two friends, had multi day interrup-

tions during the first few days of this year.  In addition to 

that, my system stopped working on the day I left for 

Oshkosh last July.  That was the only day I really needed 

it all year, and it just quit.  When I got to Oshkosh I was 

the first person in the XM service tent with my story.  

They spend 90 minutes making it right, and I never 

learned exactly what went wrong except that my service 

was apparently canceled. 

 

The symptom is a message of “waiting for data” with a 

strong signal strength showing on the “XM” page.   Mi-

chael Stephen mentioned this to me during a Stephenville 

trip on New year‟s day.  When I checked my system later 

that night, it showed “waiting for data” for a full 30 min-

utes with none ever appearing. 

 

I called the XM customer care number the next day and 

asked for a reset signal to be sent.  They happily did that, 

and 30 minutes later my system was still not working.   I 

called for another reset, mentioning the previous attempt 

and lack of success.  Another signal was sent with no ef-

fect.  The second representative said that if data did not 

appear, it would be time to “Call Garmin” as the next step 

in troubleshooting.  I was not able to do that or any other 

steps during the first few working days of the year.  

Sometime Monday morning a person with XM customer 

care called my home number and told me that if I was still 

having trouble, I should “take my system to the dealer”. 

 

First let me say that if you have an XM weather system 

on a Garmin hand held unit, you should put the XM cus-

tomer care number into your cell phone.  You should also 

learn how to send a reset signal yourself from the XM 

customer web site; it is very easy to do.  If you experience 

a service interruption while on a trip, you need to have the 

tools to attempt a correction. 

 

In the end, the weather came back in a few days with no 

action on my part (same thing for my two friends).  This 

is good, whatever was wrong, it was fixed.  Michael 

Stephen says he got an E-mail from XM saying they were 

having a “system problem”, before we noticed that ser-

vice was restored.  I did not get that E-mail, but I do get  

lots of sales E-mails from them.  Maybe their sales team 

has a better mailing list than the service people. 

 

(Continued on page 7) 

car painter, Frank Waggoner, and his work is sensational.  

I had him do some painting on my Ford Galaxie.  Chuck 

Wilson and Jeff Hansen convinced him to paint an air-

plane, so early last year he painted Chuck Wallace‟s RV-

8.   It turned out great.  He only has a car paint booth so 

he wants to paint the plane disassembled. He also likes to 

use a PPG two stage base coat clear coat paint and then 

sands and buffs the clear coat.  Finally he has developed a 

number of jigs to hold the RV wings and tail feathers.  

Frank‟s schedule had a window open up early December, 

so we dropped the final details on Richard‟s RV 8 and ran 

the parts down to Frank.  Test panels were painted for 

Richard so he could select the final color.   We developed 

a paint scheme for Frank to apply, which is red and white 

with some pearl in the clear coat.  By the end of January 

everything should be painted and all the parts put together 

to look like a completed airplane.  

 

There are a very limited number of paint shops available 

with the most notable in our area being Francis Poplawski 

at Ennis, Texas and Grady O‟Neal at Northwest Regional 

airport.  Both have a lot of business and have limited their 

work to RVs.  One issue that can impact their efforts in 

getting color on your RV is how much work they must do 

to get all the plastic looking suitable for paint.  So get 

your fiberglass finished before heading to the paint shop.  

Make sure the pinholes in the fiberglass are filled and the 

basic fill work completed.   So, what do they like to see 

when the plane comes to their shop?  With respect to the 

metal skins, they want them bare.  Since their reputation 

is on the line for the final paint, they want to make sure 

the preparation materials are good and compatible with 

the selected paint.   

Painting                           (Continued from page 5) 



February 2009                                 Volume 40 Issue 2                                                                                        7 

HANGAR ECHOES 

Angle of Attack For Your Dynon 
By Mel Asberry 

 

Every Dynon EFIS has an angle of attack indicator built 

in. Unfortunately their AOA/Pitot probe is around $200. 

Then the mounting bracket for this probe is another $100. 

I got to looking at their probe and found that it basically 

consists of two orifices approximately 60 degrees apart. I 

took a piece of ¼” aluminum tubing and shaped it to nest 

directly behind and below my pitot tube with a downward 

bend of 60 degrees just under the forward edge of the pi-

tot. I added a little JB Weld and another piece of tubing 

running from the pitot to the Dynon. 

 

I just returned from my calibration flight and guess what, 

it works! It‟s not quite as pretty as the Dynon probe, but it 

works. Now I‟ll just add a little filler and paint, and I‟ll 

have AOA on my Dynon for a whopping investment of 

about $4. Of course there‟s a small amount of labor added 

to this, but that‟s what makes it so much fun. 

My biggest concern was that the customer care people 

didn‟t know what was going on for a pretty long time.  

There were lots of useful but ineffective instructions 

given.  It seems that it should have been clear pretty early 

there was a system problem.  They didn‟t get that infor-

mation out very quick and they pushed the blame onto 

others way to quickly, with no evidence to back it up.  

They just seemed to be following a book, or script with-

out really doing any thinking or real troubleshooting.  I 

am not too impressed with the depth of their customer 

care, but at least they HAVE it and the people are all 

friendly.  This is better service than I get with cable TV 

systems. 

 

In the end, this is still a great service.  As an old guy who 

took my instrument rating check flight in a airplane with 

some vacuum tube radios, all in flight weather systems 

appear to be a small miracle.  It seems this way even 

though I have worked with the technology for most of my 

life and the parts are similar to things I spent my life 

working on.  It is nice to have something like this avail-

able if it is needed.  We may not think the price is right, 

but 30 years ago, this service was not available at any 

price.  My  only remaining personal question is, can I af-

ford to have that much weather information available? 

XM Weather               (Continued from page 6) 
SportAir Returns To Dallas 
By David Buono 
 

EAA‟s SportAir builder workshops return to Dallas for 

2009.  If you‟ve never been, want to learn a new skill, or 

maybe you‟re just curious about a certain aspect of build-

ing and want to learn more, the SportAir workshops are a 

great place to spend a weekend. 

 

The dates are March 14-15, 2009, and the location is once 

again the Aviation Institute of Maintenance on Lemmon 

Avenue in Dallas.  The facilities at AIM couldn‟t be bet-

ter for this kind of workshop.  They have ample class-

rooms for teaching and more than enough shop space for 

the hands on classes. 

 

I‟ve taken a class the last 2 years, and I couldn‟t be hap-

pier.  I took Electrical 2 years ago and Composites last 

year.  It‟s a great way to get an introduction to different 

areas of building.  Other classes include Fabric Covering, 

Sheet Metal Basics, Test Flying Your Project, and a Sat-

urday night discussion titled What‟s Involved In Kit 

Building. 

 

All the classes are taught by experts in their respective 

fields with most having multiple builds under their belt, 

so you‟ll have first class instruction.  The classes fun Sat-

urday and/or Sunday all day with a break for lunch.  

Classes range from $139 to $329, so check out their web 

site at http://www.sportair.com for more information. 

http://www.sportair.com
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Local Warbird News and Updates 
By Glenn Snyder 
 

Between the cold weather and the windy days, I managed 

to make it out to Breckenridge, Texas to visit with the 

Ezells, Nelson and his wife Dude.  The Ezell‟s restoration 

facility has produced some of the finest warbird rebuilds 

and restorations, the latest being the Red Bull P-38 Light-

ning, which I have mentioned in previous articles. 

 

Thinking that the Red Bull Lighting was on its way to 

Austria or already there, I was of course greatly surprised 

to find it still at Ezell‟s camped out in Howard Pardue‟s 

hangar keeping his Staggerwing Beech company.  The P-

38 was waiting for an export license and a prop rebuild to 

fix a persistent oil leak.  It will probably be shipped to 

Austria in February unless it is decided to fly it over.  

Seems a little risky for this rare and valuable warbird. 

At Lefty Gardener‟s funeral in December, Nelson Ezell 

flew the P-38 in the missing man formation along with 

Lew Shaw in his Mustang Thunderbird and another P-51.  

Lew‟s Mustang and the Red Bull P-38 were both previ-

ously owned by Lefty, so it was a fitting tribute. 

 

Other warbirds in Nelson‟s shop include the CAF‟s Curtis 

SB2C-5 in for an annual, Trent Latshaw‟s damaged Mus-

tang Millie G out of Tulsa, Stephen Grey‟s F8F Bearcat in 

for a partial restoration before going to Hinton‟s Fighter 

Rebuilders shop in Chino, CA for completion, the Cava-

naugh Museum‟s Mustang and Sea Fury, Tom Friedkin‟s 

F4U-4 Corsair, and a Spitfire and Grumman F3F from 

The Lone Star Museum in Galveston.  These 2 Lone Star 

Museum aircraft were on static display and were not 

evacuated prior to hurricane Ike.  They sustained possible 

saltwater damage. 

Four! 
By David Buono 

 

Put this in the “ya don‟t see that every day” category. 

 

Thursday January 22 around 4pm a Cessna 172 made an 

emergency landing around  the number 4 tee box at 

Prestonwood Country Club in Plano after losing engine 

power.  The pilot was not injured. 

I heard the news on my way home from work, and 

Prestonwood Country Club is close to my house.  I went 

by there armed with my camera looking for the downed 

plane.  After seeing no evidence of a plane, I asked a few 

golfers if a plane had just landed on the course.  They 

looked at me like I was crazy, but then told me Preston-

wood has a second course in Plano.  Oops!  I‟m sure who-

ever was on the course at the time will never forget that 

round of golf! 

Photo From WFAA 

Stagger Wing Beech Sharing Space With Red Bull’s P-38 

Tom Friedkin’s F4U-4 Corsair 

Red Bull’s P-38 Awaiting Prop Rebuild 
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January “Fly-In” 
By David Buono 

 

Well as far as I know, nobody actually FLEW into our 

January fly-in, because it was at Love Field‟s Frontiers Of 

Flight Museum.  No flying didn‟t stop those that gathered 

from having a great time, though. 

 

The first thing that caught my eye was “The Spirit Of 

Texas”, which is Nelson Ezell‟s beautifully restored 

Hawker Sea Fury.  The propeller is so big, it looks like it 

could replace an RV wing. 

 

The Texas flag themed paint job really puts this mean 

beast over the top.  I appreciated it even more when I 

went upstairs and looked at it from the balcony.  It‟s hard 

to take it all in while standing next to it. 

 

While I was up there, I noticed a high wing plane that I 

couldn‟t place.  There‟s a good reason I didn‟t know what 

it was…  The one hanging in the museum is the only one 

in existence!  It is called the “Williams „Texas Temple‟ 

Sportsman Monoplane.  It was the first airplane designed 

to be manufactured at Dallas Love Field.  The stock mar-

ket crash of 1929 ended the construction of the plant, and 

the plane was built elsewhere.  The one hanging was the 

last production airplane built and was restored  by Jerry 

Ferrel and donated to the museum.  This is one I‟d really 

like to see up close. 

Staying on the balcony, my wife and I wondered through 

the gallery of satellite photos from different parts of the 

Earth.  WOW, these were impressive.  They looked like 

works of art instead of satellite photos.  This is an often 

overlooked area, because it is just a hallway that leads to 

the children‟s area.  Don‟t miss this area on your next trip 

to the museum. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Speaking of the kids area, I normally would stay clear of 

that part of the building, but something caught my eye 

worth watching for a few minutes.  There in front of us 

was a very large control tower. 

The tower was complete with miniature planes circling 

and a bunch of buzzers and sounds coming from inside 

the tower.  Also in the kids area is a full size front section 

of a 737 from Southwest.  I would have LOVED to have 

this kind of thing when I was a kid.  I‟m not sure I‟d want 

to fly in the traffic pattern of this tower, but I‟ve seen 

worse!  If you haven‟t been, make it a point to get to this 

wonderful museum right here in your backyard. 

January Fly-In             (Continued from page 9) Upcoming Events 
 

When:  Sunday March 7-8 

Where:  Bryan, TX Coulter Field (CFD) 

What:  Heart of Texas LSA Expo - Showcasing light 

sport aircraft from around the U.S. & the world. With part 

suppliers, insurance companies, and instructors for a two 

day event centrally located in between most major Texas 

cities. Static & aerial demonstrations with other entertain-

ment. Fun for all ages. Current vendors: American Leg-

end, Indus Aviation, CT, Jabiru, Dragonfly, and North-

wing. Contact: Karl Preston 979 412 1611 or 

karl@coulterfield.com - More info at http://

www.texaslsaexpo.com/ 

 

When:  Saturday March 26-28 

Where:  Addison, TX (KADS) 

What:  Parade of Planes - FLYING Magazine‟s Parade of 

Planes is a regional aircraft sales expo that showcases 

many airplanes. Exciting new aircraft ranging from light 

sport to light turbine will be on display. A Buyer‟s Re-

sources team of finance, tax and insurance specialists is 

available to answer questions. To learn more and to pre-

register for an event, visit www.paradeofplanes.com 

 

When:  Saturday March 21 

Where:  Gladewater, TX - Gladewater Muni (07F) 

What:  Runway Gumbo Lunch - EAA Chapter 972 is 

hosting a Runway Gumbo Lunch Fly-In prepared by the 

members from 1100-1300 w/fixins and liquids on the air-

port. Donations welcome. Chatter expected. 50 yard walk 

from plane parking. Come-on-down. Contact: Bob Tip-

pens 903-574-3641 or bjtippens@embarqmail.com 

 

When:  Saturday February 14 

Where:  Lufkin, TX Angelina County (KLFK) 

What:  Fajita Fly-In - Girl, guy or airplane, treat your 

special one right and visit the Fajita Fly In on Valentines 

Day !!! 10 AM to 2 PM. Sponsored by EAA Chapter 

1219 and Angelina County Airport. Discount fuel prices 

for attendees. Fajita Fly In is held the second Saturday of 

every month. Contact: Jack Porbeck 936 674 6370 or  

skyhawk2@suddenlink.net 

mailto:karl@coulterfield.com
http://www.texaslsaexpo.com/
http://www.texaslsaexpo.com/
http://www.paradeofplanes.com
mailto:bjtippens@embarqmail.com
mailto:skyhawk2@suddenlink.net
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Classifieds 

 
Grand Rapids EFIS - I have a Grand Rapids Horizon 

WS EFIS for sale.  I also have a GPS module that will fit 

most GRT equipment and an ARINC module that will fit 

most of their stuff.  Equipment has 6 hours on it, was in a 

minor accident, and has been “re-certified” and updated to 

current software versions by GRT.  There is no AHRS 

included in this equipment.  Make me an offer.  New cost 

is $2875 for all 3.  Contact Dave at 214-986-4497 or 

david.buono@yahoo.com 
 

Classic Aero Interior - I have an almost complete leather 

RV interior from Classic Aero for sale.  It is missing a 

few pieces, but they are cheap to replace.  Colors are red 

and blue.  Contact Dave at 214-986-4497 or 

david.buono@yahoo.com  

 

Rotax 503 SC with type B gear box and Rotax elec-

tric start kit installed.  25 hrs since major overhaul at 

325 total hours ( Manufacturer recommends major 

overhaul at this time).  The engine was running great 

before overhaul and is running great now.  $4000, 

call Jerry Mrazek at 817-265-0834. 
 

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from nonmembers 
will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion. 
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We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, 

format, and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and per-

sonal experience accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and 

you are without recourse to anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, 

control or direction of any event (this includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there. 

Web Site Address 

www.eaa168.org 

Garmin 190 GPS COM handheld radio.  Still works 

great, data base was updated 4 years ago.  Package 

includes charger, owner's manual, and headset and 

push-to-talk interface.  $700, call Jerry Mrazek at 

817-265-0834. 

mailto:david.buono@yahoo.com
mailto:david.buono@yahoo.com
mailto:president@eaa168.org
mailto:vicepresident@eaa168.org
mailto:secretary@eaa168.org
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mailto:sam.cooper@comcast.net
mailto:pmbrott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:david.buono@yahoo.com
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:sam.cooper@comcast.net
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:n168tx@flytx.net
mailto:Jquinn3@gmail.com
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
http://www.eaa168.org/
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DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

New Member 

Renewal 

Info Change 

Membership dues for EAA Dallas 

Chapter 168 are $20/year. 

Make checks payable to EAA 

Chapter 168 

Mail application to: 

EAA Dallas Chapter 168 

PO Box 168 

Addison, TX 75001-0168 

National EAA offices: 

Experimental Aircraft Association 

EAA Aviation Center 

PO Box 3086 

Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086 

http://www.eaa.org 

National EAA Membership: 

1-800-JOIN-EAA (564-6322) 

Phone (920) 426-4800 

Fax: (920) 426-6761 

http://www.eaa.org/membership/ 

Name:  __________________________________________________________ 

Copilot (spouse, friend, other):  _______________________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________________________ 

    ________________________________________________________ 

City:  _______________________________  State:  _____  Zip:  ____________ 

Phone (Home):  _____________________  (Work):  ______________________ 

Email Address:  ___________________________________________________ 

EAA#:  _____________________________  Exp Date:  ___________________ 
(Chapter 168 membership requires national EAA membership) 

 

Pilot/A&P Ratings:  ________________________________________________ 
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Plane, Projects (% complete), and other interests: 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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