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EAA Chapter 168                        Dallas, Texas FIRST FLIGHT:  N676BD Flies! 
By:  Brad Roberts 

 

WOW!  What a rush!  On February 14 I actually piloted 

an aircraft that I built in my garage.  After almost five 

years of construction, 

N676BD went form being a 

dream to a reality.  Those of 

you who have been down this 

road can remember the chal-

lenges of such a project.  The 

hours spent in the workshop 

are filled with the satisfaction 

of seeing tangible progress 

and sometimes frustration 

when nothing seems to go 

right.  The times away from 

the shop are often spent scratching our head, trying to 

figure out the next step, or thinking about the various 

choices to be made for the engine, prop, panel, paint, inte-

rior, and the other ingredients that make our planes the 

product of our dreams.  

 

My RV-7 was just that sort of journey.  My goal was to 

build a personal plane that would be great for local flights 

as well as long cross-

countries.  Since I am not yet 

qualified for IFR, I wanted a 

VFR aircraft suitable for day 

and night operation.  I wanted 

simple systems that I could 

maintain and were affordable 

without sacrificing safety, 

function, or appearance.  

Looking back on the decisions 

made, there’s very little I 

would change or do differ-

ently.  I built from a standard kit and, with a lot of help 

from family and friends, doing all the work myself.  The 

engine is an O-360 from Teledyne Matituck with a mag 

on one side and Lightspeed electronic ignition on the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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March 4 Chapter Meeting 
 

The March Chapter meeting will be on WEDNES-

DAY March 4th.  It will be held at the Farm-

ers Branch Library, located on 

the northwest corner of Webb 

Chapel and Golfing Green 

Drive. The meeting will be 

held in the auditorium and 

will begin at 6:30 p.m. and 

finish by 9:00 p.m. 

 

Our March meeting’s speaker 

will be Tom Lewis, who flies an 

RV-7A out of Pecan Plantation.  Back 

in August of 2007, he and his wife Bonnie flew their RV-

7A on a tour of Alaska organized by http://

www.letsflyalaska.com/ 
 

I’ve seen some of their pictures, but I’ve never heard the 

first hand account of their trip. If the trip was half as fun 

as the pictures, this will be a real treat.   This presentation 

is sure to appeal to more than just the pilot in your family! March 7th Chapter Fly-In 
 

This month the chapter heads to Kezer Air Ranch (61TE), 

which is about 30 miles West of DFW Airport, on Satur-

day March 7.  We plan to meet on the ramp at Kezer 

around 11am for the walk over to the Wild Onion. 

 

The Wild Onion has been at that location for a long time, 

but it was closed briefly and has now reopened.   It is just 

a short walk from the airfield. 

 

The Wild Onion is known for their homemade food espe-

cially their pies.  My favorite is the peanut butter pie.  

MMMMMMM…  I can’t wait! 

 

One thing to remember about Kezer is the runway is only 

20 feet wide.  2400 feet is plenty of length, but don’t be 

surprised by the width.  I know for me, my heart pumps a 

little quicker going into narrow strips, because most of 

my flying is done out of Addison, which is 100 feet wide. 

March 24 Newsletter Folding 
 

This month’s issue of Hangar Echoes will be folded on 

Tuesday March 24 at the home of Jim and Pat Walters, 

who fly an RV-8 out of Mesquite. 

 

Their address is 6302 Fitzgerald Ct, Garland, TX 75044. 

We will meet there at 7pm for some food, fun, hangar 

flying, and maybe even fold a few newsletters. If you 

need directions, Jim can be reached at 972-495-6203. 

 

Newsletter folding get-togethers are a great way to meet 

fellow chapter members in a low key atmosphere. If 

you’re new to the chapter or thinking about joining, a 

folding can’t be beat as a way to see what we’re all about. 

We still need a few volunteers to host newsletter foldings 

for 2009.  Having a project is NOT a requirement.  If you 

are interested in hosting a newsletter folding, contact Mi-

chael at mstephan@shr.net  

March 10 Board Meeting 
 

The BOD meeting will be held on Tuesday March 10 at 

the Farmers Branch Library at 7:00 PM.  The minutes 

from the February BOD meeting recorded by David 

Buono are as follows: 

 

Directors In Attendance:   David Buono, Bruce Fuller, 

Michael Stephan, David Cheek, John Phillips, John Pey-

ton, Sam Cooper, and Brad Roberts 

 

Notes: 

 Future speakers and fly-in locations were discussed.  

See “upcoming events” section for more info 

 Options were discussed for another possible Paul Dye 

presentation 

 Brad gave the financial report 

 Board of Directors nominations were discussed and 

volunteers were taken.  See article in newsletter for 

names 

 Attendance at the February membership meeting was 

41 

 

Tom and Bonnie Lewis tour Alaska in their RV-7A 

http://www.letsflyalaska.com/
http://www.letsflyalaska.com/
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
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From The Desk of the President 
 

Although spring is offi-

cially almost a month 

away, we are experienc-

ing the effects of the 

broad range of hot and 

cold temperatures.  High 

winds.  Anyone that has 

been flying lately has 

had to deal with crazy 

crosswinds, frustrating 

headwinds, or fuel sav-

ing tailwinds.  Often 

times the decision of 

where to fly is influ-

enced by the direction 

the wind is blowing.  The Devil is in the crosswinds, and 

the savvy pilot is out there practicing on a regular basis, 

just in case. 

 

I recently had the opportunity to take my dad for a flight 

on his 83rd birthday.  Since we are currently renting out 

of Decatur (KLUD), we did a Decatur, Cedar Mills, Ard-

more Muni, Bowie, Bridgeport, Decatur loop.  We per-

formed touch-and-goes at most of the airports but did a 

full stop at Ardmore and enjoyed lunch at the Blue Pig 

BBQ.  We recognized fellow flyer Dick Flunker and a 

few friends among the 20 or so people enjoying lunch.  

Upon departure from ADM, we searched for and found 

the path that the recent deadly tornado took through Lone 

Grove, OK.  (I should mention that both of our daughters 

and their families live in the Lone Grove area.  Both were 

safe, but Mary Ann was on high alert for a while.)  It was-

n't hard to follow the path south to the Red River.  Even 

on such a relatively short flight from Decatur to Ardmore 

and back, we saw numerous plumes of smoke from grass 

fires.  Drought conditions, high winds, fires.  Welcome to 

spring. 

 

Fly Safe.  Enjoy Life. 

 

Bruce 

Wind:  Friend or Foe? 
By David Cheek 
 

Sometimes the wind can be your friend.  Our last club fly 

out to Ardmore was poorly attended due the high wind.  

That same weekend, some friends had decided to go to 

Talihina Oklahoma to have fun with ridge and wave soar-

ing.  They were hoping for good wind, which makes each 

of those types of soaring possible.  They trailered their 

gliders to the airport so initial surface winds did not keep 

them from starting.  Five gliders from the Tulsa Okla-

homa club and three from the Texas Soaring Association, 

along with the Tulsa tow plane, made the trip.  The results 

were pretty good.  Two of my three friends were on the 

ridge soaring when I arrived, the third re-launched to join 

them before I left. 

 

Here are the words of glider builder and McKinney EAA 

chapter member Omri Kalinsky; 
 

    Talihina was absolutely awesome. Sat-
urday I soared the Buffalo Mountain ridge 
for about 3.5 hours. Conditions were very 
bumpy that day so I spent most of my time 
well above the ridge flying around 60 
knots, when I got even remotely low and 
fast I banged my head on the canopy sev-
eral times. Saturday night we all had a 
campfire cookout at the airport that was 
real tasty and a lot of fun. Sunday I 
soared the ridge as well as thermals for 
about 3 hours. Sunday conditions weren't 
quite as bumpy on the ridge and I felt 
more comfortable predicting where the 
strong lift was so several of the other 
pilots and myself got real low and real 
fast over the ridge line flying anywhere 
from 70 to 120 knots. 
 

Buffalo Mountain 

is a long time 

hang gliding site 

and it is marked 

on the DFW sec-

tional.  This air-

port is located 

about 70 miles 

north northeast of Paris, Texas.  The southern ridge 

(which was not working during this weekend) extends all 

the way to Mena Arkansas and can make some great rides 

under other conditions. 
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Local Warbird News and Updates 
By:  Glenn Snyder 

 

Pictured below, Gene Soucy, our local air show per-

former, prepares to leave Aero Country airport in McKin-

ney for the annual Laredo Air Show.  This is the first air 

show of the season and Gene is a regular participant with 

his wing-walking partner Teresa Stokes.  Gene usually 

does a daytime routine and a new nighttime fireworks 

show.  Some of you might have seen him at Sun n’ Fun 

last year or at the Addison Fourth of July celebration.  His 

modified Ag Cat, now called Show Cat, is kept at Aero 

Country Airport for maintenance or at his home airport in 

League City, Texas. 

A new collector at Fort Worth Meacham Field will soon 

be taking delivery of a North American B-25 bomber 

from Tulsa named Martha Jean. This aircraft was previ-

ously owned by a German collector.  Look for more info 

on this new DFW warbird in future updates. 

 

 

Rick Shanholtzer, owner of Frontier Aviation at Aero 

Country, prepares an IRAN (Inspect, Repair As Neces-

sary) Rolls Royce V-1650-7 V-12 engine for test runs and 

break in.  This engine is going into Risky Business, which 

is a P-51 Mustang out of Idaho. 

Rare warbird and Reno Air Race plane collector, Texan 

Rod Lewis out of San Antonio, recently purchased from 

racer Mike Brown two Reno race Sea Furies, September 

Fury and September Pops, along with a rare Grumman F-

7F Tigercat named Big Boss Man.  Prior acquisitions by 

Rod inclue Rare Bear, Glacier Girl, and other pristine 

warbirds. 

Gene and Teresa 

Rod Lewis’ Rare Bear 

Rick with his arms buried in a Rolls Royce V-12 

Lewis’ newest purchases, September Fury and September Pops 
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other.  I chose a Catto 3-blade composite prop.  The panel 

has the Dynon EFIS and EMS with a TruTrak autopilot.  

The center radio stack is made up of the Garmin 496 

GPS, Garmin SL40 radio, and Garmin 327 transponder.  

If I lose all electrical power, there are back-up airspeed 

and altitude gauges along with a wet compass.  After 

checking with several panel builders, I decided to try it 

myself and I am happy with the result.  Aircraft wiring is 

a new skill for me and I enjoyed learning it. 

 

Painting was a challenge.  Again, after checking with sev-

eral paint shops, I decided to try it myself.  I ordered a 

“starter kit” from Steward System and painted just the 

ailerons.  I was pleased with the results and just kept go-

ing.  There were a few hiccups along the way, but the end 

result is pretty good.  It took over nine months to paint the 

whole airframe, but there is satisfaction in knowing I did 

it.  Would I do it again?  Probably.  After all, I have a lit-

tle experience now and can avoid some of the first-time 

mistakes.  

 

The plane has a little more than five hours on it now.  It 

flies beautifully and fast.  It’s easy to understand the 

popularity of Van’s kits.  I truly enjoyed the building ex-

perience and look forward to completing the Phase I flight 

testing and being able to share the thrill with family and 

friends.  

 

To the men and women of EAA Chapter 168, please ac-

cept my gratitude for your help and encouragement.  I 

can’t imagine trying this project without your support.  

The late Owen Bruce was my first Technical Counselor, 

followed by Don Christianson, Mel Asberry, and Michael 

Stephan.  Ann Asberry and David Cheek provided invalu-

First Flight           (Continued from page 1) 

able advise on the wiring, and Marvin Brott helped me 

through the trails and tribulations of painting.  And Mi-

chael, thanks so much for pushing me that last few yards 

to the finish line.  I owe a lot to this chapter and hope I 

can repay the kindness by helping other builders in the 

same way. 

 

A very special thanks goes to my wife, Deia.  She shared 

in this dream and was 100% supportive from the first day 

a box arrived at our home.  She put up with the noise, the 

smells, the frustrations, and the time I spent in the shop.  I 

tried to keep a balance between the project and my fam-

ily, but I’m sure it didn’t always work that way.  Deia 

helped with riveting and a whole lot more.  I also received 

help from my daughters, my son-in-law, and their friends.  

It seemed that whoever was at the house when I needed a 

hand got into the act. 

 

If you are contemplating a project, just do it.  Pick one 

that meets your mission and interest and start.  Stay in-

volved in the Chapter and you’ll get the help you need.  If 

you’re currently building a plane and feel like it will 

never get done, it will.  Just do the next thing and don’t 

worry about when you’ll finish.  Again, there is a depth of 

experience in 168 and they can help to get you there.  And 

someday, you’ll feel the rush of actually flying a plane 

you built. 
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The Last Word 
By David Cheek 

 

Notam 9/2934 may be the last notice of the legacy of the 

Crawford Presidential Temporary Flight Restriction.  It 

showed up last weekend when I briefed for a January 31 

(Saturday) flight down south.  It covers the expected area 

of North Dallas around the Dallas North Tollway, north 

of Northwest Highway and south of Forest lane.  It just 

one Nautical mile in radius and is not centered on the ex-

pected location.  Since it is completely contained within 

Class B airspace, most of us will not need to worry about 

this.  It appears to be active “forever” and should be con-

sidered as “Prohibited” airspace, except as “directed by 

ATC”.  Some of the NOTAM display systems have called 

this a “VIP” notice, but that is not included in the text, 

where it is called “National Defense Airspace”.  In the 

end, that does not matter, just stay out of it. 

 

In order to avoid this, I programmed it into both my GPS 

systems.  That is when I noticed the difference between 

“minutes and seconds” display of latitude and longitude 

and the alternate format of “minutes and tenths and hun-

dredths of minutes”.  The difference is not more than a 

mile, but when the entire restriction is only two miles in 

diameter, it could make a big difference in charting.  No-

tams are always issued with Lat/ Long numbers presented 

in the degrees, minutes, seconds format, so be careful. 

 

The actual P49 airspace will probably remain as charted 

until the property is sold to another person.   

 

My XM weather service has often displayed the graphic, 

but sometimes it does not.  At first, it showed it much too 

large, then it finally showed the right size on another day.  

It took about twelve (12) minutes to appear after I turned 

on the XM.  When I cycled power on the Garmin 496, the 

display of the prohibited area disappeared and did not 

come back, even though the info screen showed “TFR” 

information to be current.  Be sure and get a good brief-

ing, the “TFR” display technology is good, but don’t rely 

on it as your only defense.  The text of the notam follows: 

 

********  FDC NOTAMs  ******** 

!FDC 9/2934 ZFW TX.. FLIGHT RESTRIC-

TION. DALLAS, TEXAS.   

   PURSUANT TO 49 USC 40103(B), THE 

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION  

(FAA) CLASSIFIES THE AIRSPACE DEFINED 

IN THIS NOTAM AS 'NATIONAL DEFENSE 

AIRSPACE'. ANY PERSON WHO KNOWINGLY OR 

WILLFULLY VIOLATES THE RULES CONCERN-

ING OPERATIONS IN THIS AIRSPACE MAY BE 

SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CRIMINAL PENALTIES 

UNDER 49 USC 46307.  PILOTS WHO DO NOT  

ADHERE TO THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES MAY 

BE INTERCEPTED, DETAINED  

AND INTERVIEWED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT/

SECURITY PERSONNEL.  PURSUANT  

TO TITLE 14, SECTION 91.141 OF THE 

CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS,  

AIRCRAFT FLIGHT OPERATIONS ARE PROHIB-

ITED WITHIN THE FOLLOWING  

AREA(S) UNLESS OTHERWISE AUTHORIZED BY 

ATC  

   

WITHIN A 1 NMR OF 325321N/0964835W OR 

THE CVE085004.8 UP TO AND INCLUDING 

1500 FT AGL EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY UN-

TIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

  

Fly safely and without interception. 

Sirius XM Bankruptcy Update 
By David Buono 

 

There were rumors flying around in early February that 

the company newly formed when XM and Sirius merged 

was preparing for bankruptcy.  The company denied the 

rumor, but that of course did not stop the almighty Inter-

net from fanning the flames. 

 

Even though they never acknowledged being close to 

bankruptcy, they have acknowledged that they accepted a 

$530 million loan from Liberty Media, the owner of Di-

rectTV.  The money will help pay the $1 billion debt 

that’s due this year from the company. 

 

At a recent shareholder’s meeting, the CEO was quoted as 

saying, “There's no question, this company needs to make 

money. This company has a lot going for it, but it has 

never made a dime.” 

 

Keep your eye on this deal, and if you can wait on com-

mitting to a 1 year service plan, you might want to do that 

just in case this company doesn’t see the end of summer. 
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Trip Report:  Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
By:  David Buono 

 

My wife and I recently planned a trip to the Fort Lauder-

dale area, and we thought it would be a good idea to fly 

ourselves.  The trip served up some great examples of the 

utility of general aviation while also highlighting some 

shortfalls. 

 

My extended family spends roughly two weeks in Fort 

Lauderdale every year in February, and we’ve always 

tried to make it but never succeeded.  This year would be 

different!  I reserved the flying club’s Cardinal RG for the 

extended weekend of Wednesday through Sunday with no 

problem.  Hurdle number 1 cleared…  We have transpor-

tation. 

 

Having secured the plane so far ahead of time, that gave 

me plenty of opportunity to get myself in trouble.  And 

that’s exactly what I did.  Our proposed flight plan had us 

flying within 20 minutes of Birmingham, Alabama, which 

as it turned out, was just about halfway to Fort Lauder-

dale.  We needed a fuel stop, so that general area seemed 

to be a good choice.  My father-in-law’s brother lives in 

Birmingham.  All that came together in my head one day 

with my father-in-law in the room, and before the pilot in 

me could say anything, the son-in-law in me spurted out 

“Wanna go to Birmingham to see your brother?” 

 

Of course, a resounding “YES” was the reply.  Okay, this 

can work, right?  The pilot in me silently started running 

the numbers for fuel burn and weight and balance.  I 

couldn’t remember the exact numbers, but I knew we’d 

have to depart with less than full tanks. 

 

The entire trip is 1053 nautical miles, which in the Cardi-

nal is about 7 hours with no wind.  Birmingham is right at 

500 miles from Dallas, so almost right in the middle.  By 

my calculations, it would take about 40 gallons of fuel to 

get there.  No problem…  The Cardinal holds 60 gallons, 

and surely shedding 20 gallons would be good enough for 

weight and balance, right?  WRONG! 

 

After dusting off my weight and balance skills, I figured 

out that with all 4 of us in the plane plus 25lbs of baggage 

per couple, we’d have to shed 30 gallons of fuel, which 

only leaves us with 30 gallons.  Even with the best tail-

wind, we wouldn’t be making Birmingham without a fuel 

stop.  Enter Crossett, Arkansas.  The halfway point be-

tween Dallas and Birmingham and good fuel prices.  This 

trip is coming together. 

 

Now comes a good reason GA is much more schedule 

friendly than flying commercial.  Our plan was to leave 

early Wednesday morning, but my wife found out the day 

before that she’d have to go into work for a 2 hour meet-

ing that started at 7am.  No problem, we’ll just delay a 

few hours.  Well 9am turned into 1pm, so our trip was 

falling apart and we hadn’t even lifted off yet!  We finally 

got wheels up around 3:30pm.  After an uneventful fuel 

stop in Crossett (back to half tanks), we departed for Bir-

mingham as the sun was setting at our backs. 

 

With our delayed departure from Dallas, we knew we’d 

have to spend the night in Birmingham.  Again, not a 

problem.  We landed in Birmingham around 7:15pm to a 

waiting car at the airport.  Homemade chili for dinner and 

some good times with family made the unscheduled stay 

over more than pleasant.  The next morning we were 

topped off and headed to Fort Lauderdale. 

 

The time we spent in Fort Lauderdale was great.  Family, 

the beach, the pool…  What’s not to love?  Our planned 

(Continued on page 8) 
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departure day of Sunday got pushed to Monday because 

of a storm system moving across northern Florida.  An-

other day laying on the beach…  Twist my arm! 

 

Monday started off on the wrong foot when the FBO 

couldn’t find our plane!  That’s not a misprint.  When 

they finally found it 30 minutes later, off we went.  About 

10 minutes into the flight, I noticed the alternator had 

quit.  Having swamp behind me and dry land in front of 

me, I made the decision to keep flying. 

 

After the radio started fading, I made the decision to land 

at Crystal River, Florida.  I had just enough juice to get 

the gear extended and locked before the electrons quit 

flowing.  The mechanic there couldn’t help us, though.  

We’d either have to spend the night or fly 20 minutes 

South to a bigger airport (Hernando County) for help.  We 

got a jump to get started and off we went (leaving the 

gear down).  The landing was uneventful, and before long 

we were sitting in the FBO waiting for the alternator to be 

changed out.  4.5 hours after first landing at Crystal River, 

we were back in the air heading for Birmingham with a 

fully functioning alternator. 

 

By the time we got to Birmingham, it was 7:30pm.  The 

FBO was closed, which meant no snacks and no bath-

room.  We didn’t need fuel, because we were already at 

half tanks.  PERFECT! 

 

Our plan was to use the same fuel stop we had used on 

our trip from Dallas to Birmingham, which was Crossett, 

Arkansas.  Not long after settling into cruise, it was obvi-

ous we weren’t going to make it to Crossett.  We had to 

make some quick decisions, and we decided to land at 

Greenwood, MS.  It’s a very large airport with a 

6500x150 runway and a tower.  Certainly they have to 

have self serve fuel, right?  WRONG! 

 

Luckily the FBO was open, and were able to find a phone 

Fort Lauderdale      (Continued from page 7) 

number that we could call to be fueled after hours.  By the 

time that guy got to the airport, we got fueled up, and de-

parted, it was now 10:40pm. 

 

Based on the winds we were experiencing, it looked like 

we were going to have to stop AGAIN for fuel.  Texar-

kana was the fuel stop I had in mind, and if we indeed had 

to stop, I had made up my mind that we were going to 

spend the night.  I was drained, and I could sense a bad 

case of get-there-itus creeping up. 

 

The headwinds had died down a bit, and I was able to 

lean the mixture out a little, and we were looking good to 

make it all the way home.  About 10 miles from Texar-

kana, I made the decision to head for home.  It was now 

about 12:30am, and we were looking at another 1 hour + 

flight to get home.  My energy level had been fading up to 

that point, but once I made the decision to head for home, 

I got a second wind.  The last hour went by quickly, and I 

was on final for RW15 at Addison before I knew it.  

Home safe and sound a mere 18 hours after departing Fort 

Lauderdale. 

 

What did I learn from this experience?  The first thing I 

learned was to keep my mouth shut until considering 

weight and balance issues.  The second thing I learned is I 

REALLY don’t like flying over swamp land.  I also 

learned that general aviation is a great way to travel if you 

don’t HAVE to be somewhere.  I’ve heard it a million 

times, but this is the first time I was actually delayed. 

 

The trip was a great exercise in long distance flight plan-

ning, which I hadn’t done in a while.  It was also an exer-

cise in weight and balance planning down to the last 

pound, which it had been a REALLY long time since I 

had to do that. 

 

All in all it was a good trip.  I can’t wait to do that trip in 

the RV.  With only 2 seats, it’ll be harder for me to get 

myself in trouble by offering rides.  That is, of course, 

unless I end up with an RV-10.  Maybe I should start 

studying that weight and balance chart now! 
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More Ramp Fees 
By David Cheek 

 

A few weeks ago I needed to travel to McGregor Texas to 

visit an old friend.   While I was waiting for him to show 

up, and after confirming that I had parked in an accept-

able place, I noted a $10 ramp fee for single engine air-

planes posted. 

 

I quickly got about my business, came back, and left 

without notice or a bill.  I am sort of waiting to see if I get 

a bill in the mail.   This airport is the smallest in the 

greater Waco area (Waco Muni has airline service, and 

TSTC was the “president’s airport” but is pretty quiet 

now).  This airport is also home of the Waco EAA chap-

ter’s “chapter hangar”. 

 

It seems like today, good ideas never get off the ground 

but bad ideas, like ramp fees, have a life all their own. 

New Board of Directors Nominees 
By:  David Buono 

 

Out with the old, in with the new…  Well, that’s how the 

saying goes anyway.  This month’s general membership 

meeting will be when the chapter gets to vote on who will 

be part of the new board of directors. 

 

Current nominees are: 

If your name is not on this list, WHY NOT?  If you don’t 

like the way something is done, have some suggestions on 

how to make a good thing even better, or you just want to 

be involved in the decision making process for the chap-

ter, these are all great reasons to be on the board. 

 

Other than the board meeting once per month, you don’t 

have much more of an obligation than you have now.  I 

tried to get a rule passed that each board member had to 

write a newsletter article once per month, but that idea 

failed miserably.  At least I tried! 

 

If your name is not on the list, that means I don’t have 

you as a confirmed nominee.  A few folks said “maybe” 

but never confirmed, and I left those off this list.  If you’d 

like to be on the board, but your name isn’t on the list, 

either get a hold of an officer (see page 11 for names/

numbers), or just come to the March membership meeting 

and nominate yourself for the board when the time comes. 

 

Either way, if you’re interested in having a say in what 

goes on with the chapter, we’d love to have you on the 

board.  It’s a great way to “get your feet wet” without 

jumping head first into an officer position. 

 

If you have any questions about what’s involved, talk to a 

board member or officer prior to March’s meeting. 

 Jim Quinn  Michael Stephan 

 John Phillips  David Cheek 

 John Peyton  Sam Cooper 

Snail Mail vs Email 
By:  David Buono 

 

Do you get the monthly newsletter via email or the US 

Postal Service?  We offer all members a choice on how 

they’d like to receive the newsletter when they join.  If 

you’d like it delivered to your mailbox, we print it out (in 

black and white), stick a label on it, and drop it in the out-

going mail.  If you prefer to receive it via email, we send 

you a link to the document (in color), where you click on 

the link and you have the newsletter on your computer 

screen.  You can print it out if you so desire at that point. 

 

With the rising cost of stamps and printing, we’d like you 

to think about opting for the electronic copy if it’s con-

venient for you.  This is not targeted at everybody, this is 

just a friendly reminder that if you receive it via email, 

but the mailed copy is still coming to your house just be-

cause you never knew how to stop it, let myself or Mi-

chael (contact info on page 11) know and we’ll take you 

off the physical mailing list and save the chapter a few 

bucks. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
When:  8:30am Saturday February 28  

Where:  Dallas Executive (KRBD) 

What:  This is a chapter sponsored Young Eagles event.   

If you can make it, contact Jim at jquinn3@gmail.com or 

972-571-6713. The plan is to start flying kids at 9am, so 

plan on being there at the terminal by 8:30am. 

 
 

When:  Sunday March 7-8 

Where:  Bryan, TX Coulter Field (CFD) 

What:  Heart of Texas LSA Expo - Showcasing light 

sport aircraft from around the U.S. & the world. With part 

suppliers, insurance companies, and instructors for a two 

day event centrally located in between most major Texas 

cities. Static & aerial demonstrations with other entertain-

ment. Fun for all ages. Current vendors: American Leg-

end, Indus Aviation, CT, Jabiru, Dragonfly, and North-

wing. Contact: Karl Preston 979 412 1611 or 

karl@coulterfield.com - More info at http://

www.texaslsaexpo.com/ 

 
When:  Saturday March 21 

Where:  Gladewater, TX - Gladewater Muni (07F) 

What:  Runway Gumbo Lunch - EAA Chapter 972 is 

hosting a Runway Gumbo Lunch Fly-In prepared by the 

members from 1100-1300 w/fixins and liquids on the air-

port. Donations welcome. Chatter expected. 50 yard walk 

from plane parking. Come-on-down. Contact: Bob Tip-

pens 903-574-3641 or bjtippens@embarqmail.com 

 
When:  Saturday March 26-28 

Where:  Addison, TX (KADS) 

What:  Parade of Planes - FLYING Magazine’s Parade of 

Planes is a regional aircraft sales expo that showcases 

many airplanes. Exciting new aircraft ranging from light 

sport to light turbine will be on display. A Buyer’s Re-

sources team of finance, tax and insurance specialists is 

available to answer questions. To learn more and to pre-

register for an event, visit www.paradeofplanes.com 

Chapter 168’s New Plane 
By Michael Stephan 
 

Chapter 168 has a new airplane.  Brad and Deia Roberts 

RV-7 flew for the first time in February.  For all of us in 

Chapter 168 it is like adding a new member to the family.  

We have had many members leave us for new chapters, 

sometimes in other states, or retire from flying, and we 

cherish the time they spent with us.  So, it is very exciting 

when we add a new flying airplane to create good memo-

ries with. 

 

I have been watching Brad as he neared completion of his 

RV-7, sometimes in my anticipation pushing him a bit.  

So I was almost as excited as he was, when Jeff Hanson 

lifted off for the first time in an airplane that was stuck on 

the ground for so many years while under construction.  

The excitement continued as I also had the privilege of 

seeing Brad make his first takeoff and landing in his own 

project.   

 

Watching these first flights reminded me of the day when 

my plane flew for the first time and when I made my first 

flight in it.  Jeff Hanson also flew my RV-8 on its first 

flight. Reliving those flights through Brad brings back 

those great feelings.  I guess that is why builders gather to 

watch the birth of a new airplane. That day, Brad had 

most all the Grand Prairie RV flyers spontaneously gather 

when word spread like wildfire that an RV was going on 

its first flight.  

 

But, It doesn’t end there.  I will have the same emotion 

watching Brad become more comfortable and proficient 

in his plane.  The same as it was for me. 

Congratulations Brad!  We are all very proud.   

mailto:jquinn3@gmail.com
mailto:karl@coulterfield.com
http://www.texaslsaexpo.com/
http://www.texaslsaexpo.com/
mailto:bjtippens@embarqmail.com
http://www.paradeofplanes.com
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Classifieds 

 
Grand Rapids EFIS - I have a Grand Rapids Horizon 

WS EFIS for sale.  I also have a GPS module that will fit 

most GRT equipment and an ARINC module that will fit 

most of their stuff.  Equipment has 6 hours on it, was in a 

minor accident, and has been “re-certified” and updated to 

current software versions by GRT.  There is no AHRS 

included in this equipment.  Make me an offer.  New cost 

is $2875 for all 3.  Contact Dave at 214-986-4497 or 

david.buono@yahoo.com 
 

Classic Aero Interior - I have an almost complete leather 

RV interior from Classic Aero for sale.  It is missing a 

few pieces, but they are cheap to replace.  Colors are red 

and blue.  Contact Dave at 214-986-4497 or 

david.buono@yahoo.com  

 

Rotax 503 SC with type B gear box and Rotax elec-

tric start kit installed.  25 hrs since major overhaul at 

325 total hours ( Manufacturer recommends major 

overhaul at this time).  The engine was running great 

before overhaul and is running great now.  $4000, 

call Jerry Mrazek at 817-265-0834. 
 

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from nonmembers 
will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion. 

EAA CHAPTER 168 OFFICERS 

President Bruce Fuller 

president@eaa168.org    214-693-3252 

Vice President Ann Asberry 

vicepresident@eaa168.org   972-784-7544 

Secretary David Buono   

secretary@eaa168.org     214-986-4497 

Treasurer Brad Roberts 

treasurer@eaa168.org    214-912-0329 

Flight Advisors 

Mel Asberry metro    

n168tx@flytx.net                   972-784-7544 

Michael Hoye    972-771-8162 

sailntss@sbcglobal.net 

Technical Counselors 

Mel Asberry metro   

n168tx@flytx.net                   972-784-7544 

Don Christiansen    214-729-6187 

Marvin Brott  

pmbrott@sbcglobal.net        214-726-9117 

Michael Stephan                     214-232-2405 

 

Board of Directors 

Ann Asberry                                Bill Bracken 

David Cheek                              Glenn Snyder 

John Phillips                                 John Peyton 

Jim Quinn                                    Sam Cooper 

Michael Stephan       Mel Asberry 

Associate Newsletter Editors 

Sam Cooper   

sam.cooper@comcast.net       972-242-1544 

Marvin Brott                   

pmbrott@sbcglobal.net          214-726-9117 

Michael Stephan               

mstephan@shr.net                  214-232-2405 

David Buono 

david.buono@yahoo.com       214-986-4497 

Data Processing 

Michael Stephan   

mstephan@shr.net                  214-232-2405 

Advertising 

Sam Cooper 

sam.cooper@comcast.net       972-242-1544 

Librarian 

Michael Stephan                     

mstephan@shr.net                214-232-2405 

Tool Custodian 

Brad Roberts 214-351-0475 

Meeting Refreshments 

Sue Bonnette 

Safety Officer 

Mel Asberry metro  

n168tx@flytx.net                   972-784-7544 

Web Site Editors 

Michael Stephan  214-232-2405 

Clay Romeiser 

Young Eagles Coordinator 

Jim Quinn   

Jquinn3@gmail.com             972-788-2593 

Membership 

Michael Stephan 

mstephan@shr.net                214-232-2405 

Clay Romeiser   

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, 

format, and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and per-

sonal experience accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and 

you are without recourse to anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, 

control or direction of any event (this includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there. 

Web Site Address 

www.eaa168.org 

Garmin 190 GPS COM handheld radio.  Still works 

great, data base was updated 4 years ago.  Package 

includes charger, owner's manual, and headset and 

push-to-talk interface.  $700, call Jerry Mrazek at 

817-265-0834. 

mailto:david.buono@yahoo.com
mailto:david.buono@yahoo.com
mailto:president@eaa168.org
mailto:vicepresident@eaa168.org
mailto:secretary@eaa168.org
mailto:treasurer@eaa168.org
mailto:n168tx@flytx.net
mailto:sailntss@sbcglobal.net
mailto:n168tx@flytx.net
mailto:pmbrott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sam.cooper@comcast.net
mailto:pmbrott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:david.buono@yahoo.com
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:sam.cooper@comcast.net
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:n168tx@flytx.net
mailto:Jquinn3@gmail.com
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
http://www.eaa168.org/


Experimental Aircraft Association 

Dallas Chapter 168 

PO Box 168 

Addison, TX 75001-168 

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 

New Member 

Renewal 

Info Change 

Membership dues for EAA Dallas 

Chapter 168 are $20/year. 

Make checks payable to EAA 

Chapter 168 

Mail application to: 

EAA Dallas Chapter 168 

PO Box 168 

Addison, TX 75001-0168 

National EAA offices: 

Experimental Aircraft Association 

EAA Aviation Center 

PO Box 3086 

Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086 

http://www.eaa.org 

National EAA Membership: 

1-800-JOIN-EAA (564-6322) 

Phone (920) 426-4800 

Fax: (920) 426-6761 

http://www.eaa.org/membership/ 

Name:  __________________________________________________________ 

Copilot (spouse, friend, other):  _______________________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________________________ 

    ________________________________________________________ 

City:  _______________________________  State:  _____  Zip:  ____________ 

Phone (Home):  _____________________  (Work):  ______________________ 

Email Address:  ___________________________________________________ 

EAA#:  _____________________________  Exp Date:  ___________________ 
(Chapter 168 membership requires national EAA membership) 

 

Pilot/A&P Ratings:  ________________________________________________ 

 

I am interested in helping with: 

 

Plane, Projects (% complete), and other interests: 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Fly-Ins Programs Newsletter 

Young Eagles Officer Board Of Directors 


