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EAA Chapter 168                         Dallas, Texas Visiting Cavanaugh Museum 
By David Buono 

 

Earlier this month, the chapter 

fly-in was more of a ―drive-in‖ 

because the destination was the 

Cavanaugh Flight Museum at 

Addison Airport.  The weather 

would have been decent for 

flying, but it sure was cold. 

 

While the group of 10 or so of 

us was enjoying the first hang-

ar, a nice gentleman ap-

proached the group and asked if 

we wanted a guided tour.  We 

all agreed and off we went! 

 

As we toured the first few 

hangars, our tour guide told us 

the background on a lot of the 

airplanes housed at Cavanaugh.  

Some of the things he could tell 

us were where they came from, 

what kind of war story they 

had, how the museum came to 

own the bird, and what kind (if 

any) flying it still does. 

 

That was all very entertaining, 

but the best part of the day was 

the end.  We all hopped on the 

mini-van shuttle for the short 

ride to the south end of the field 

where the Commerative Air 

Force‘s B-24 (Ol 927) and B-

29 (FiFi) occupy the museum‘s 

overflow hangar. 

 

For me, this was definitely the 

highlight of the trip.  These 2 

(Continued on page 3) 
Checklist seen inside the B-29 
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February 5th Chapter Fly In 
 

This month is another drive-in event for chapter 168.  

We‘re heading North of the Metroplex to the Plano/

Murphy area to visit Vernon Porter and his road-able air-

craft, or flying car. 

 

Mr Porter presented to the chapter back in July of 2009, 

and we spoke with him at the time about visiting his shop 

to see the project.  In early 2010, while towing the project 

to the airport for testing, there was an accident that left 

the car/plane broken.  He has been repairing it in his shop 

and is finally ready for visitors. 

 

Vernon‘s house and shop are located at 450 North Max-

well Creek Drive in Plano.  Some map programs might 

show it as Murphy, Texas also.  If you should need help 

finding it, his home number is 972-424-6123. 

 

We hope to see everybody there to see this very unique 

project! 

February 22th Newsletter Folding 

And Social Hour 
 
The March issue of Hangar Echoes will be folded on 

Tuesday February 22 at the home of Jim and Pat Walters, 

who fly an RV-8 out of Mesquite. 

 

Their address is 6302 Fitzgerald Ct, Garland, TX 75044.  

We will meet there at 7pm for some food, fun, hangar 

flying, and maybe even fold a few newsletters.  If you 

need directions, Jim can be reached at 972-495-6203. 

 

Newsletter folding get-togethers are a great way to meet 

fellow chapter members in a low key atmosphere.  If 

you‘re new to the chapter or thinking about joining, a 

folding can‘t be beat as a way to see what we‘re all about.  

Also, this social event is the best way to get building ad-

vice from the experts.  So if you‘re building or even 

thinking of building, you shouldn‘t miss these events. 

 

We hope to see you there! 

February 8th Board Meeting 
 

The BOD meeting will be held on Tuesday February 8th 

at the Farmers Branch Library at 7:00 PM.  The minutes 

from the January BOD meeting recorded by Michael 

Stephan are as follows: 

 

Directors In Attendance:   Ann Asberry, Bruce Fuller,  

Brad Roberts, Michael Stephan, Frank Prokop, Sam 

Cooper, Mel Asberry, John Phillips, and John Peyton. 

 

Notes: 

 Brad gave the financial report 

 The board discussed future fly-in locations, meeting 

speakers, and newsletter folding hosts 

 Brad agreed to make a year-end financial summary 

available at the next chapter meeting 

 Bruce brought to discussion the annual paperwork 

required by EAA national along with the new pro-

grams the EAA is offering the chapters. 

 The board discussed doing a presentation geared to-

wards kids for the library but any decisions were ta-

bled until the next meeting 

February 2nd Chapter Meeting 
 

The February Chapter 

meeting will be on 

WEDNES-

DAY February 

2nd.  It will be 

held at the Farm-

ers Branch Li-

brary, located on 

the northwest cor-

ner of Webb Chap-

el and Golfing 

Green Drive. The 

meeting will be held in the 

auditorium and will begin at 6:30 

p.m. and finish by 9:00 p.m. 

 

For the next 3 months, our monthly chapter meeting will 

be on the first WEDNESDAY of each month due to con-

flicting schedules at the library. 

 

This month‘s speaker is aerobatic and air show veteran 

pilot Jan Colmer.  Jan has been flying air show routines 

for almost 33 years, so he knows his stuff.  He flies the 

German built Extra 300L for his high energy routines. 

 

Jan‘s a great speaker and always entertaining.  We hope 

to see everybody at the chapter meeting! 
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war birds are restored so well, that a tour of the planes 

takes you back in time.  If it wasn‘t for Norm Biron sit-

ting in the flight engineer seat, I would have forgotten that 

I was at Addison in 2011. 

For a small donation, patrons can tour the inside of both 

bombers.  We first got to see the inside of the B-24 Liber-

ator.  This particular airplane is serial number 18, so it‘s 

an early ―A‖ model.  It still flies in numerous air shows 

around the country every year and is in great condition. 

 

The Boeing B-29 Superfortress, FiFi, is one of the newest 

residents at Cavanaugh having just landed there a few 

months back.  We got a preview of FiFi  in late 2010 

when 2 of our members presented to the chapter after 

serving as the film crew for much of the plane‘s rebuild. 

 

Nearly 4000 B-29‘s were delivered to the Army Air 

Corps between 1942 and 1946.  One particular B-29 

 Cavanaugh                 (Continued from page 1) 

Norm Biron enjoying the view from the Flight Engineer’s seat 

stands out in history, though.  On August 6, 1945, the 

Enola Gay dropped the first atomic bomb on the Japanese 

city of Hiroshima.  After another B-29, Bockscar, 

dropped a second atomic bomb on Nagasaki 3 days later, 

Japan surrendered unconditionally on August 15.  Many 

experts believed this surrender saved a million or more 

lives on both sides, because that was the estimated loss of 

life if the Allies had to invade Japan. 

 

The story of how this particular B-29 came to live at Ad-

dison is a long and winding one.  In the late 1960‘s, the 

CAF started looking for a B-29 but were told there were 

none left.  But in 1971, an airline pilot reported seeing 

what looked like a group of B-29‘s in the California de-

sert near China Lake.  After a little digging, the CAF dis-

covered those were indeed a group of Superforts, but they 

had been abused in the desert for 17 years as gunnery tar-

gets. 

 

After much negotiation and a long process of elimination 

to decided which plane they should restore, B-29 SN44-

62070 now belonged to the CAF.  On March 31, 1971, 

the first CAF maintenance team arrived in China Lake 

and went to work.  By August 3 of that same year, the 

bird was ready to fly.  They flew her 1250 miles non-stop 

to the CAF headquarters in Harlingen, Texas. 

 

After three years of hard work and fundraising, FiFi was 

finally restored to CAF‘s standards in late 1974. 

 

The plane was taken down in 2006 to re-engine the plane.  

After 4 years and $1 million+ spent, FiFi took to the air 

again in August of last year, much to the delight of every-

body involved in the project. 

 

If you get a chance, the day at Addison will not disap-

point you!  Or you can check out their flight schedule for 

the upcoming air show season at http://

www.cafb29b24.org 

http://www.cafb29b24.org
http://www.cafb29b24.org
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Auto Powered Glider Launching 
By David Cheek 

 

This coming weekend, Janu-

ary 29 and 30, Texas Soaring 

Association will be holding a 

training seminar using a ―car‖ 

to provide the power to 

launch one of our training 

gliders.  Glider pilots are au-

thorized, by logbook endorse-

ment, for three types of take-

off power; aero tow, self 

launch, and ground launch.  

Aero tow involves being towed into the air by another 

powered aircraft, then the glider releases from the rope.  

Self launch involves a glider that has a self contained en-

gine large enough to allow takeoff.  Ground launch in-

volves a long rope, 1200 feet in our case, and either a 

powered winch or a car or truck. 

 

Winch launching is very popular in England and some 

parts of Europe.  There is less airport area noise when 

launching and the costs are much less than via an aero 

tow.  Ground launching of a glider is one of the most in-

expensive ways of flying a three control aircraft that you 

can find.  A part 103 home built ultralight might be just as 

inexpensive, but we don‘t see many of them anymore. 

 

We have a very good training syllabus created by an Eng-

lish trained glider flight instructor.  It includes training in 

several important emergency procedures that are often 

ignored in basic ground launch training conduced in the 

United States.  We will be training our members in all 

three functions required for a good auto towing operation.  

They are car driver, safety observer (in the car), and glid-

er pilot. 

 

You are welcome to stop by and observe.  It should be 

great fun.  In no wind situations, we have been able to 

reach 800 feet with our rope and runway length.  With a 

little wind, we should be able to reach 1000 feet with the 

same equipment.  If you fly over, be very sure to CON-

TACT someone on the ground for traffic advice, since we 

will have the towing car on the runway, a rope in various 

locations depending on the phase of launching, and a glid-

er either on the runway or in the pattern. 

 

We are located on Singleton Road, south of Midlothian, 

TX.  You can reach it from US highway 287, just south of 

Midlothian, exit Farm Road 663 and go south to farm 

road 875, jog right one street to Singleton.  You will see a 

sign on FM 875 showing the way to the Salvation Army‘s 

camp Hoblitzelle (our next door neighbor), with our TSA 

sign attached just below it.  This sign marks Singleton 

road.  We are located just south of the camp on the left, 

but you will not see us until passing the camp and going 

down a steep hill. 

 

If you stop by, please be aware of the glider towing oper-

ations and try to stay at the clubhouse observation area 

until we can find an escort for you.  I plan to be there both 

days, but I might be out on the runway in the middle of 

operations.  This should be an interesting seminar for ad-

vancing low cost flying. 
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Know Your Limitations 
By Mel Asberry - DAR 

 

Last month 

we talked 

about the 

first two par-

agraphs of 

the operating 

limitations 

for an ama-

teur-built 

aircraft.  

Let's proceed 

on now and 

see what else is interesting. 

 

“(3) This aircraft must be operated for at least ______ 

hours in the assigned geographic area.” 
  

Well that sounds simple enough.  What number is in this 

space on your limitations?  Twenty-five?  Forty?  More?  

The FAA requires a minimum of 25 hours of flight testing 

for an aircraft with a type-certificated engine and propel-

ler combination installed.  A minimum of 40 hours is re-

quired when a non-type-certificated engine, propeller, or 

engine/propeller combination is installed.  ASIs may as-

sign a longer flight test period when it is necessary to de-

termine compliance with 91.319(b).  Note here that the 

combination of engine and propeller must be type-

certificated.  It is possible to have a type-certificated en-

gine and a type-certificated propeller and still not get the 

25 hours, because they may not be certificated together.  

Also of particular importance is that any modification of 

the engine such as an aftermarket ignition system and/or 

fuel injection system will most likely void the type-

certificate compliance. 

  

“(4) All test flights, at a minimum, must be conducted 

under day VFR only.  Guidance concerning the scope 

and detail of test flights can be found in AC 90-89.  

Following satisfactory completion of the required 

number of flight hours in the flight test area, the pilot 

must certify in the records that the aircraft has been 

shown to comply with 91.319(b).  Compliance with 

91.319(b) must be recorded in the aircraft records 

with the following, or a similarly worded statement.  

“I certify that the prescribed flight test hours have 

been completed and the aircraft is controllable 

throughout its normal range of speeds and throughout 

all maneuvers to be executed, has no hazardous oper-

ating characteristics or design features, and is safe for 

operation.  The following aircraft operating data has 

been demonstrated during the flight testing:  speeds 

Vso_____, Vx_____, and Vy_____, and the 

weight_____ and CG location_____ at which they were 

obtained.” 
  

This paragraph tells us that phase I flight testing must be 

done within daytime VFR conditions.  It refers us to FAA 

advisory circular 90-89 for testing guidance.  It also tells 

us how to sign off the flight testing phase in the aircraft 

logbook.  Notice that we are directed to include certain 

flight parameters in the logbook sign-off.  This assures 

that we don't just fly around for 40 hours with no testing 

whatsoever.  It also establishes the gross weight of the 

aircraft. 

  

“(5) Except for takeoffs and landings, this aircraft 

may not be operated over densely populated areas or 

in congested airways.” 
  

This limitation is issued in accordance with paragraphs 

135b(1) and (2) of order 8130.2 which gives the inspector 

guidance for proper airport selection.  If the proposed air-

port is completely surrounded by densely populated area 

and lacking any acceptable approach/departure corridor, 

the FAA must deny the airworthiness certificate and pro-

cess the denial with the FAA in Oklahoma City.  The air-

craft applicant must be advised to relocate the aircraft by 

other means to a suitable airport. 

  

“(6) This aircraft is prohibited from operating in con-

gested airways or over densely populated areas unless 

directed by air traffic control, or unless sufficient alti-

tude is maintained to effect a safe emergency landing 

in the event of a power unit failure, without hazard to 

persons or property on the ground.” 
  

This limitation is applicable to the aircraft after it has sat-

isfactorily completed all requirements for phase I flight 

testing, has the appropriate endorsement in the aircraft 

logbook and maintenance records, and is operating in 

phase II.  It kinda ―puts the monkey on your back‖ in that 

it is your responsibility to assure that you can always 

make a safe emergency landing if necessary without dan-

ger to anyone else. 

  

OK, that should be enough to keep you in suspenders for 

another month.  We'll take another break here. 
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The FCC and the ELT 
By Michael Stephan 

 

The FCC recently has stayed their decision to prohibit the 

sale or use of 121.5 MHz ELTs.  They are planning a new 

notice requesting public comment on the future of the 

121.5 ELTs.  The stay was a response from the FAA that 

the supply of new 406 ELTs was not great enough to re-

place the entire GA fleet, and the action would result in 

grounding of most GA aircraft.  They also expressed the 

benefits that the 121.5 ELTs still have regarding search 

and rescue efforts.  A further consideration was the cost to 

GA forcing a transition. 

 

So, until further notice no action will be taken, but we 

know where this is heading.  So if you are thinking of 

upgrading your aircraft, consider replacing that older 

ELT. 

Chuckie Leaves 
By David Cheek 

 

The B-17 known as Chuckie at the Vintage Fly-

ing Museum has left Meacham field.  Those of 

us who remembered seeing it while we did the 

―ACES‖ young eagles flights each June, will 

miss it. 

 

It is headed east to the Military Aviation Muse-

um in Virginia Beach, VA.  They plan to house 

it at their museum until just after Valentine‘s 

Day.  Chuckie will then depart for American 

Aero in New Smyrna Beach, Florida, where it 

will undergo additional restoration work.  After 

that, it will be based at the museum in Virginia. 

 

The Military Aviation Museum plans to show 

off their newest acquisition up and down the 

east coast this air show season.  Their gift shop 

is already selling Chuckie apparel.  If you didn‘t 

get to see this airplane while it was here, you 

missed out.  Hopefully it‘s in good hands going forward 

and will remain a flying example of WWII aviation. 

Transponder Codes For The Super Bowl 
By David Cheek 

 

Several near VFR codes have been assigned special 

meanings for the Dallas area.  This may not matter for 

any other day except Super Bowl Sunday, but it might be 

wise to know about it anyway.  The exact details are in 

the NOTAM for the Super Bowl so check that for actual 

operations, this is just a heads up. 

 

The transponder codes 1201 through 1207 have been as-

signed to show that aircraft are planning to arrive or de-

part certain fringe airports right on the edge of the outer 

30 mile radius of the Temporary Flight Restriction.  This 

is a little different from airports that are deeply within the 

TFR area, which have to comply with all details of the 

temporary airspace.  There are certain abbreviated rules 

that apply only to these fringe airports.  Again, check the 

NoTAMs for details about these procedures. 

 

This is described here because there might be some con-

fusion created elsewhere if you accidently dial in one of 

these near 1200 VFR codes and don‘t notice it. 

More information and the full text of the NoTAM can be 

found at http://tfr.faa.gov 

 

The above is a rough TFR map to show you how much 

area it will encompass.  Obviously, don‘t trust this map.  

If you plan on being in the air any time Super Bowl Sun-

day, it would be best to call for a briefing prior to takeoff, 

no matter how benign your flight plan may seem.  We 

certainly would hate to hear about a chapter member get-

ting intercepted by fighter jets…  Although that would 

make a great newsletter story! 

http://tfr.faa.gov
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Young Eagles’ Next Step 
By Michael Stephan 

After years of working with the Young Eagles program, I 

was sometimes frustrated when an eager kid or parent 

would be interested in continuing on into flight training 

and would ask, ―What do we do next.‖  I would answer, 

―Find a local flight school and get your checkbook out.‖  I 

never knew if that person ever followed though.  I hope 

they did, but it was a help-

less feeling.  I felt as if the 

flying community aban-

doned them. 

 

With the generous support 

from the aviation industry, 

things have changed.  With 

the launch of ―EAA‘s Flight 

Plan for Young Eagles‖, 

there are answers for the 

question of ―What‘s next?‖ 

 

The Plan includes: 

 

Free EAA Student mem-

bership, which includes all 

EAA member benefits, in-

cluding a membership card, 

e-newsletters, member dis-

counts, and the electronic 

version of Sport Aviation. It 

also includes a membership 

to Academy of Model Aeronautics.  The membership is 

presented by Embry-Riddle University. 

 

Sporty’s Complete Pilot Training Course, which is an 

online ground school course that teaches the knowledge 

needed to pass the FAA written and oral exams.  At any 

Young Eagles event, if interested, the Young Eagle can 

request the certificate that gives them access to the 

Sporty‘s course. 

 

First Flight Lesson at a flight school of their choice is 

available to students as they progress through the Sporty‘s 

course.  When they complete the recreational pilot part of 

the course, EAA issues a voucher that can be redeemed 

for the first flight instruction.  This benefit is underwritten 

by Global Aerospace and Jim and Angela Thompson. 

 

Flight Training Scholar-

ships have been established 

by EAA to help defray the 

cost of training.  EAA es-

tablished a monthly $1500 

flight award and three 

$7500 fight scholarships to 

help.  These scholarships 

are underwritten by Rolls-

Royce and the Harrison 

Ford Scholarship fund. 

 

These benefits are a great 

next step for the enthusias-

tic kids we fly.  Now I have 

an answer to the question, 

―What‘s next?‖ I appreciate 

all those who have spent 

their money to support our 

cause, especially Jim and 

Angela Thompson, who 

live here and have sent sev-

eral local students to the 

Camp in Oshkosh.  Now 

they are helping every Young Eagle take the next step. 

 

Having hoped for this for many years, I am excited that 

the Young Eagle events are more than just an airplane 

ride.  Now it is much more.  It is a start on the path to be-

coming a pilot.  I look forward to seeing this new pro-

gram‘s results. 
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Re-Registration Is Here 
From The FAA 

 

This Final Rule was published in the Federal Register on 

July 20, 2010, Page 41968.  All changes established by 

this rule are effective October 1, 2010.  This rule estab-

lishes specific registration expiration dates over a three-

year period for all aircraft registered before October 1, 

2010, and requires re-registration of those aircraft accord-

ing to a specific schedule.  All aircraft registrations issued 

on or after October 1, 2010, will be good for three years 

with the expiration date clearly shown.  

 

Why Re-registration & Renewal? 

About one-third of today's 357,000 registered aircraft 

have inaccurate records. At least 100,000 of these are not 

expected to re-register.  Prompt reporting of a change in 

aircraft ownership, mailing address, or destruction has 

long been required by registration regulations.  Without 

these reports from the owners the aircraft records could 

not be updated.  The Registry has revoked registrations 

due to unreported changes; however, this process is slow 

and expensive.  In many cases registration would be re-

voked, but owners whose notices were undeliverable 

would be unaware and continue to operate their now un-

registered aircraft. 

 

Re-registration of eligible aircraft takes place between 

October 1, 2010, and December 31, 2013, updating the 

U.S. Civil Aircraft Register with current data derived 

from recent contact with aircraft owners.  Renewal of reg-

istration every third year, with other new tools, enables 

the Aircraft Registration Branch (Registry) to keep air-

craft registration information current.  

 

―These improvements will give us better knowledge about 

the state of the aviation industry, especially general avia-

tion,‖ said FAA Administrator Randy Babbitt. ―We also 

are responding to calls from law enforcement and other 

government agencies for more accurate, up-to-date regis-

tration data.‖ 

 

Re-registration, renewal and expiration will clear inactive 

aircraft from the database.  The availability of on-line 

processing to many owners, and periodic FAA reminders 

to renew the certificate, should maintain the gains in ac-

curacy and currency.  This is essential to safety, regulato-

ry enforcement, and all levels of law enforcement. 

 

How does Re-registration and Renewal Work? 

 

Approximately six months before an aircraft‘s registration 

expires, the Registry will mail a notice with instructions 

to the owner using the mailing address of record.  The 

notice will identify the expiration date, and the three 

month window during which application must be made to 

ensure receipt of the new certificate before the old certifi-

cate expires. 

 

The third, fourth, and fifth months before expiration make 

up the timely filing window. A code provided in the no-

tice allows on-line re-registration and payment of the $5 

fee when there are no changes in ownership, address, or 

citizenship to report.  If there are changes to report, the 

form can be completed on-line, printed, signed, and 

mailed with the $5 fee. 

 

Two months before expiration, the timely filing window 

and opportunity for on-line re-registration closes.  Re-

maining applications and fees must be mailed to the Reg-

istry. 

 

Two months before expiration, a second notice will be 

sent to owners of registered aircraft for which the Regis-

try has not yet received an application for re-registration. 

Upon expiration of registration the owner of an unregis-

tered aircraft will be sent notice of the scheduled cancella-

tion of the N-number and their option to reserve the N-

number.  Once canceled, the N-number will not be availa-

ble for assignment or reservation for the next five years. 

Notices will not be sent to addresses from which mail has 

been returned as undeliverable. 

 

Renewal follows the same process. 

 

What is the best way to prepare for Re-Registration: 

 

1. Look up your aircraft on the Search Aircraft Registra-

tion Information web page and verify that the mailing 

addresses and the names of owners shown are correct. 

(http://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry) 

 

2. If the mailing address is wrong, the owner should up-

date the address promptly. 

 

3. If an ownership change has occurred, the seller should 

report the sale to the Registry, and the purchaser should 

submit their application for registration, evidence of own-

ership and $5 registration fee to the Registry as soon as 

possible.  

http://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/
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Piper Announces End of the PiperSport 

LSA 
From The EAA 

 

January 12, 2011 — Citing differences in business phlos-

ophies, Piper Aircraft Inc. announced Wednesday it 

would terminate its business relationship with Czech 

Sport Aircraft, which produced a light-sport aircraft 

(LSA) that Piper marketed as the PiperSport and in-

trduced at last year‘s U.S. Sport Aviation Expo in Se-

bring, Florida. 

 

―After a year working with Czech Sport Aircraft, Piper 

determined that it is in our company‘s best long-term in-

terests to discontinue the business relationship which dis-

tributed a light-sport aircraft manufactured by the Czech 

company and distributed under Piper‘s brand by a sepa-

rate distributor network,‖ said Piper CEO Geoffrey Ber-

ger. ―Clearly, the company has a different business per-

spective and approach to the market than Czech Sport 

Aircraft.‖ 

 

Piper spokesperson Jackie Carlon said Piper remains en-

thusiastic about the LSA market, and the decision to end 

the relationship with CSA required a lot of evaluation. 

But at the end of the day, the company made the funda-

mental decision to part ways. 

 

―Our biggest concern is to ensure our support for LSA,‖ 

she said, noting that the company will be at Sebring Janu-

ary 20-23, and Piper remains a sponsor of the event. ―We 

will be there exhibiting.‖ 

 

Carlon said PiperSport sales were ―robust‖ and had met 

goals -  ―north of 70 aircraft‖ -  since the January 2010 

launch. ―It‘s a good product,‖ she said. PiperSports will 

continue to be supported through the distributor network 

that was created specifically to market the aircraft manu-

factured and supported by Czech Sport Aircraft. 

 

In its news release, Piper stated that as the company built 

that distributor network, ―it became clear that Piper‘s core 

strengths and that of Czech Sport Aircraft were mis-

matched.‖ 

 

―We at Piper have a close affinity with this emerging seg-

ment of the marketplace and we have great expectations 

for the LSA industry,‖ Berger added. ―The LSA we were 

distributing is a good one and we encourage aviation en-

thusiasts to continue their support of this segment of the 

market.‖ 

 

EAA Sport Aviation Technology Columnist Max Trescott 

says that the PiperSport will continue to thrive due to the 

strong dealer network that Piper created. 

 

―The PiperSport is a terrific airplane and was one of the 

top selling LSAs in 2010.‖ Trescott said. ―While Piper 

has chosen to end it's involvement with the project, the 

aircraft most likely will continue to be one of the top sell-

ing LSAs, though under a different name.‖ 

 

Trescott added that he wouldn‘t be surprised if Piper rolls 

out their own LSA in the future, but in the meantime he 

says that momentum is likely to swing toward the Cessna 

Skycatcher.  

 

EAA is attempting to contact representatives at Czech 

Sport Aircraft, which is based in the Czech Republic. 

 

 



February 2011                                 Volume 42 Issue 2                                                                                        10 

HANGAR ECHOES 

AOPA Flight Planner - New Version 
From www.aopa.org 

 

(Editor Note)  Since many EAA chapter members are also 

AOPA members, I thought many might be interested in 

their new flight planning tool.  Version 1.5, which is 

what’s live now, was their first version to be 100% web 

based.  I personally didn’t like it and was holding out 

hope that the next version would be better.  I think they 

did a lot of great stuff with this new version, but I’m still 

digging into it.  For those that don’t know, this flight 

planner is 100% free with your AOPA membership.  

There are directions in this article about how to see the 

new flight planner.  Once you launch the tool, look in the 

top left hand corner for the link to the new beta version) 

 

More than 18 months in the making, the next major re-

lease of the AOPA Internet Flight Planner (AIFP) is now 

available to members as a beta. When released, version 

2.0 will include many new features pilots have been ask-

ing for, along with being faster, easier to use, and iPad-

compatible. Members can try it now (you may be prompt-

ed to log in). If you are not a member, you can sign up for 

a free introductory AOPA Flight Training membership to 

get access.  Check out http://www.aopa.org/aifp for 

more info. 

 

The beta version, 1.9, is still missing some help and docu-

mentation and has not been tested as extensively as the 

1.5 version pilots have been using. 

 

New Features 
 

Here are some highlights of what's new in AIFP 2.0 

 

 Rubber banding support has been added in Firefox, 

Chrome, Safari, and Internet Explorer 8. This feature 

allows dragging the route line on the chart to "snap" it 

to a new waypoint. 

 Manually type in waypoints to add them to your 

route in the "Edit Current Route" (formerly Routing 

Tools) window. 

 Communications with the server are more robust, au-

tomatically retrying if a connection times out. This 

reduces the number of "Communications Error" mes-

sages on a slow connection. 

 Redesigned info windows for airports, VORs, way-

points, and TFRs. 

 Automatic selection of default aircraft. Your de-

fault aircraft's cruise altitude and home base will be 

filled in as defaults when planning a new route, mak-

ing the planning process faster. 

 Saving and restoring overlay settings. The chart 

theme you select (VFR or IFR) is automatically re-

membered for next time. Selected overlays for each 

theme can be saved so they will be automatically re-

applied. 

 New METAR and TAF weather overlays. Each 

overlay shows icons on the chart pointing out ME-

TAR and TAF stations. The METAR icons are color-

coded based on the currently reported flight category 

(VFR, MVFR, IFR, LIFR). Clicking on an icon 

brings up a window containing both the raw and 

translated METAR/TAF. 

 AIFP 2.0 is iPad compatible. All operations in the 

application work on the iPad just like on a desktop or 

laptop. Touchscreen gestures like multitouch zoom 

are also supported. 

 

What’s Next? 
 

The AIFP team is working diligently to finish the product, 

coordinate with testers, train staff, and update all the help 

files so that AIFP 2.0 can launch before the end of March 

2011. Look for an article in the March edition of AOPA 

Pilot magazine with more information. 

 

 

http://www.aopa.org/aifp
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HANGAR ECHOES 

Classifieds 
 

For Sale: Factory built Earthstar Gull 2000, ELSA, 24 ft. 

wing, HKS-700E 4-cycle engine, 312 hrs. T.T. 3 blade 

IVO prop with ground adjustable pitch, BRS chute, back-

up electric fuel pump, Garmin GPS mount, internal 

mounted battery charger, always hangared, $19,900. Dale 

Medlin, 972-424-6802 

 

For Sale - 1974 PIPER CHEROKEE WARRIOR with 

180 hp Lycoming engine and Hartzell CS propeller con-

version 4068 TT, 342 SMOH factory overhaul, 468 

SPOH, IFR certified - New paint 3/08, Annual 5/10, Gar-

min 250XL GPS/COM, King 82A DME, and other extras, 

for details call Norm Biron at (972) 436-5144, Hangared 

at Denton Airport.    $44,999 

 

For Sale: 1949 C-170A, 2880-TT, 370-SMOH. Gyros, 

KX-170B, 4PL ICS, xpdr./enc., shoulder harness, 

SkyTec, Slick mags, sealed battery. Many extras. 

Hangared DFW area. $42,900 OBO. Mike, (210) 326-

8065.  

http://tappix.com/853244 

 

For Sale: Rocky Mountain micro-encoder, Features: air-

speed, true airspeed, altitude, vertical speed, OAT, alti-

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from nonmembers 
will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion. 
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tude encoder.  All in a single 3.125‖ instrument.  Updated 

to the latest software and hardware. $500. Mel 972-784-

7544 

 

PROP FOR SALE:  McCauley 2A34C241/82PGC-6 two

-blade variable pitch prop. It was bought new by the 

Mooney Airplane Company for their Ovation. It stayed in 

their warehouse and was never installed. It is still in the 

box. There is no serial number and no log book for this 

prop. $1000 OBO - Call Weldon Rowan 830-431-0367 

 

For Sale - PITTS SPECIAL –PRICED TO SELL -- 

$25,500 -- Pitts Special S1C completed in 1982 and re-

covered in 2004.  It has a 180 HP Lycoming Engine and 

500 Hours on the engine.  The plane is to be sold ‗As is‘ 

‗Where is.‘  For details call John Abitz at 817-491-9378.  

Hangared at Northwest Regional Airport 

 

Grand Rapids EFIS - I have a Grand Rapids Horizon 

WS EFIS for sale.  I also have a GPS module that will fit 

most GRT equipment.  Equipment has 6 hours on it, was 

in a minor accident, and has been ―re-certified‖ and up-

dated to current software versions by GRT.  There is no 

AHRS included in this equipment.  Make me an offer.  

New cost is combined $2400.  Contact Dave at 214-986-

4497 or david.buono@yahoo.com 
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Info Change 
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