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It  is great  to go visit  a aircraft museum full 
of rare aircraft.  It  is even better when the 
museum comes to you.  This is what the 
Collings Foundation has done for over two 
decades.  This year the “Wings of Freedom” 
tour made several stops in the North Texas 
area. Its last stop in the area will be April 1 - 
3 at Meacham Airport  hosted by Sandpiper 
Aviation.

I have seen there B-24 and B-17 a few 
years ago at  Addison Airport, but  this year 
they had a special guest, the Messerschmitt 
Me-262. Knowing of Marvin Brott’s interest 
in the plane, I relayed the schedule to him.  
So, on a cold and windy morning, our best 
reporter/historian traveled to the Frontiers 
of Flight Museum  on Love Field to take a 
look.

Marvin did some digging on the internet  as 
well a talk with someone there who had 
some knowledge of the aircraft on tour.

The History
The Me 262 project started in 1993 with 

the purpose of reproducing flying examples 
of the legendary aircraft. The Me 262s were 
started at  the Texas Airplane Factory on 
Meacham Field in Ft  Worth by Herb and 
George Tischler. The Texas Airplane 
Factory has an impressive resume.  They 
built 4 Swearingen SX-300s, 4 Grumman 
F3Fs, 6  Me 262s + plus 1 practice Me 262 
fuselage that was incorporated into a static 
display, 4 Ki-43s and many of the 

Me - 262 Visits Dallas
By Michael Stephan

Experimental Aircraft Association!   ! Chapter 168      !Dallas

Article Index

ME 262 Visit	
 Cover

Monthly Schedule	
 page2

Presidents Message	
 page 3

Aircraft Logbook	
 page 3

Pillars of Aviation	
 page 5

The Foxjet	
 page 7

Upcoming Events	
 page10

For Sale	
 page11

April 2013

HANGAR ECHOES

See Me-262 on page 4

NOTE: Chapter Meeting

WEDNESDAY April 3rd 6:30 pm



HANGAR ECHOES Monthly Schedule

April 2013 Volume 44 Issue 4 Page 2

April 3rd Chapter Meeting
The April Chapter meeting 

will be on Wednesday 
April 3rd at  the Farmers 
Branch Library, located 
o n t h e n o r t h w e s t 
corner of Webb Chapel 
and Golfing Green Dr. 
The meeting will be 
held in the auditorium 
and begin at  6:30 p.m. 
with socializing and 
coffee. The program will 
begin promptly at  7 p.m. 
and finish by 9:00 p.m.

Our program this month is one you 
don’t want to miss. Michael Stephan will demonstrate the 
many tricks, tips,  wonders and mysteries of the internet for 
all things aviation 

We will explore weather, flight planning, apps, twitter, 
facebook and our own much improved website. Bring your 
iPad, laptop, or tablet and join in the exploration of the 
Internet.

April 6th First Saturday Coffee & Donuts
Plan to join with the McKinney Chapter 1246 at  Collin 

County Regional Airport  (TKI) 9AM for coffee and donuts. 
With good weather there is usually a decent turn-out  of 
planes from around the area. As always there is lots of 
hangar flying and camaraderie. It  is held at  the hangars on 
the NW side of the airport. If driving, take the first  left turn 
by the fire station (the gate will be open) and proceed North 
to Chuck Robert’s hangar. There will be  many cars so you 
can’t miss it.

Tuesday April 30th Social
We will meet  at  the home of Brad and Deia Roberts, 7PM 

at  10716 St. Lazare Drive (near Midway and Royal). We 
will inspect Brad’s new project, the Onex. He has it  well 
underway and this is the first  opportunity we’ve had to look 
at it. As always there will be snacks and lots of visiting.

April 9th Board Meeting
The next BOD meeting will be held on Tuesday April 9th 

at  the Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM. The 
minutes from the January BOD meeting recorded by Pete 
Miller are as follows:

Officers, Directors, and Members in Attendance: Michael 
Stephan, Mark Merrell, Jim Canniff, Pete Miller,  Norm 
Biron, David Buono, Brad Roberts, Bruce Fuller, Mel 
Asberry, Ann Asberry.

GENERAL MEETING, SPEAKER / SUBJECT
April 3 (Wed): Chuck Wilson and Jeff Hansen are 
tentatively scheduled. Internet presentation as a back up.
May 7 (Tue): Mike Combs
June  5 (Wed): Carol Ann Garret, around the world 
experiences

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
Apr 9, May 14, June 11, July 9, Aug 13

CHAPTER FLY OUT
April 6: Ch 1246 First Saturday Coffee and Donuts

MONTHLY SOCIAL GATHERING
Tuesday, April  30: Brad Roberts’ house to see his Onex 
project.
Saturday, May 18: David Buono will be hosting a 
Crawfish Boil at his hangar at AeroCountry

TREASURER REPORT
Brad discussed the current financials. In February we had 3 
new members and 5 renewals.

OLD BUSINESS
We have started getting visitors as a result of the Library’s 
publicity.
The chapter’s Facebook page has been set up. Pete will also 
link to the Twitter feed.
Ann discussed the Chapter Picnic on June 8. Food will be 
BBQ, and a cake for the 50th anniversary. Attendees will be 
asked to bring side dishes.

 

6911 Lemmon Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75209
(214) 350-3600

Monday – Saturday: 10am to 5pm
Sunday: 1pm to 5pm

www.flightmuseum.com

@FrontofFlight

http://www.flightmuseum.com
http://www.flightmuseum.com
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Aircraft logbook. What goes in there?
By Mel Asberry

When we start  a logbook for a new Experimental 
Amateur-Built  aircraft, one of our first  entries states that we 
have inspected the aircraft in accordance with part 43, 
appendix D, and consider it  eligible for a Special 
Airworthiness Certificate for the purpose of operating 
amateur-built aircraft.

The next  entry will be made by the inspector who states 
that, "I find that this aircraft meets the requirements for the 
certificate requested. I have issued a Special Airworthiness 
certificate dated 01/16/2013. The next condition inspection 
is due 01/31/2014."

We're done with the aircraft logbook, right? Well, not 
quite. We all know that  the aircraft cannot  be flown unless 
it has had a condition inspection accomplished and signed  
off within the last  12 calendar months. That's pretty well 
covered in paragraph (22) of the operating limitations. And 
we've covered that with our first entry.

But  do we have a transponder installed? Does that  need a 
certification sign off? How about the ELT?

Remember paragraph (1) of the operating limitations 
where it  says that the aircraft  must be operated in 
accordance with applicable air traffic and general operating 
rules of part 91? Well part  91 tells us that  if we have a 
transponder, it  must have been inspected and signed off 
within the past  24 months. If we have an ELT, it must have 
had an inspection and test  within the past  12 months. These 
must have logbook entries to show that  they have been 
accomplished.

And of course, paragraph (19) tells us that  we must log 
any major changes made to the aircraft.

So remember, just because we have our Airworthiness 
Certificate, we're not  completely done with that  logbook. 
Let's keep it up to date.

From the President’s Desk
By Michael Stephan

As Spring arrives, the fly-in season starts to heat  up.  The first big fly-in, Sun n Fun, run 
from April 9th - 14th.  But  the local events get  better as well. The McKinney Chapter has 
a few events this month.  First  is the 1st Saturday (April 6) coffee and donuts that we 
have as our Chapter fly-in this month.  But the next Saturday (April 13), they host their 
annual Fish Fry.  This is a very fun day of airplanes and fried food. More details are on 
page 10.
April 6th is also the start  of the Sport Air Racing League, with the first race starting at 
North Texas Regional (GYI) aka Grayson County.
I would like to thank those who have hosted recent social gatherings for the Chapter.  
Pete Miller last month showed us the progress on his RV-7.  He has some pretty neat 

ideas going into the plane.  His workmanship is high quality.  Marvin Brott  is hosting this month’s gathering at  his Hangar 
in Aerocountry on March 30.  He and hangarmate Ken Krebaum have quite a bit  to see.  Then next month, Tuesday April 
30, we go to Brad and Deia Roberts house to see the progress on Brad’s new Onex project. It is nice to see Brad with 
another project.  He completed an RV-7 several years ago.

April’s Chapter meeting will be a trip through the aviation isles of the internet.  We did this a few years ago, but  since 
then, they added more stuff.  So, we will do it  again.  I also plan, time permitting, to go through a few of the aviation 
related apps for the iPhone and the iPad. The library has a wifi connection and you can play along. Should be fun.

In the meantime, lets go flying!
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components for the Curtiss P-6 Hawk at the EAA's 
Museum.

For most of 1997 the project was dormant while the two 
parties reconciled their differences.  The result was that 
CFII “peacefully recovered” all the programs assets and in 
December 1998,  ten 18-wheelers dumped the pieces of 
five Me 262 reproductions in a hangar near Everett, 
Washington.

Chapter 168 took a tour of the factory sometime about 
1995.  A year or so later Hoot Gibson came up to a chapter 
meeting, and before the meeting he went  with Mel and Ann 
Asberry and Clair Button  over to Meacham Field.  During 
the visit, Hoot was added to the list of pilots for the 
Me-262.

Of the five airframes, one is the Me 262 A-1c which is the 
single-seat fighter variant. Two airframes are the two-seat 
trainer called the Me 262 B-1c. The other final two 
airframes, the Me 262 A/B-1c, were readily re-configurable 
between single-place and two-place models without 
sacrificing airframe authenticity or structural integrity

The first to be complete was a single seat  version for the 
Messerschmitt museum in Germany. Second to fly was this 
Love Field one as a two seater, from Houston. Third to fly 
is a conversion airframe and is somewhere on the East 
Coast. Evergreen Museum recently received a static 
version, I suspect a two seater.

Marvin asked if a 262 would be at  Oshkosh. The 
gentleman with knowledge of the aircraft said it  is difficult 
to get around to airshows due to its limited 200 mile range.  
Even the first ones had this limitation.  The  Love Field 
Me-262 came from Houston.  So we will see if a 262 shows 
up at Oshkosh.   It would look good to have a Me 262 on 
the square.

The same person mentioned that Paul Allen is in the 
process of restoring a real one, down to the engines.  But  it 
will probably take for ever. 

If you get a chance go see this rare aircraft.

Sun 'n Fun ATC Status
By Jim Canniff

There will be regular 
f e d e r a l A i r T r a f f i c 
Controllers in the tower at 
Lakeland Linder airport 
during Sun 'n Fun. The plan 
to use "volunteer" controllers 
has been shelved. According to 
the schedule from the FAA the 
official closing date of the Lakeland 
tower could be as early April 7th. Sun 'n Fun runs from 
April 9 to 14th and the cost  to FAA for controllers in that 
time will be reimbursed from Sun 'n Fun, Lakeland Airport 
and The City of Lakeland.

The only other effect of the federal budget cuts is that the 
USAF Thunderbirds segment of the airshow has been 
canceled as of this writing. The remainder of the show will 
go on as planned.

For those interested in flying in the NOTAM can be found 
on the Sun n Fun website at this link:

http://www.sun-n-fun.org/FlyIn/GettingHere/flying/
arrivalProcedures.aspx

All other operations for visitors, vendors and volunteers 
are going forward as usual so it will be a week of fun in the 
sun.

See you in Florida

The two seat version of the ME 262

ME 262 continued

http://www.sun-n-fun.org/files/19/1939fce9-bd5e-4695-a45b-19ff042be882.pdf
http://www.sun-n-fun.org/files/19/1939fce9-bd5e-4695-a45b-19ff042be882.pdf
http://www.sun-n-fun.org/files/19/1939fce9-bd5e-4695-a45b-19ff042be882.pdf
http://www.sun-n-fun.org/files/19/1939fce9-bd5e-4695-a45b-19ff042be882.pdf
http://www.sun-n-fun.org/files/19/1939fce9-bd5e-4695-a45b-19ff042be882.pdf
http://www.sun-n-fun.org/files/19/1939fce9-bd5e-4695-a45b-19ff042be882.pdf
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Pillars of Aviation
By Marvin Brott

In the spirit of Chapter 168’s 50th 
anniversary, Michael Stephan and the 
Board asked for historical items of 
interest for Hangar Echoes.  Our history 
is really rich with people who were 
important to our chapter.   Seventeen 
years ago in April, I wrote an article 
concerning two incredible people who 
left us that month.  The first was Charlie 
Hillard from Fort Worth, who always took 
a big interest in our chapter.  The second 
was Dick Cavin who guided our chapter 
for many years.  I have added a few 
addition comments to what was written in 
1996. Below is that article.

The month of April has been very sad and 
terribly tragic for the Dallas Fort Worth 
aviation community.  First with the sad 
passing of Dick Cavin, the patriarch of our 
chapter, then the tragic death of Charlie 
Hillard when his Hawker Sea Fury flipped 
over following a perfect landing.  Everyone 
has been shocked by this terrible accident 

which had nothing to do with flying.  I first met Charlie 
about 25 years ago when he came to our chapter to talk 
about his winning the world aerobatic contest. He returned 
many times to relate what was going on in his very active 
aviation life.

  We all knew him to be of the highest character, someone 
we would be proud to be related to.  In fact, we were 
related via aviation.  Henry Odlozil was able to represent us 
by attending the services at  First United Methodist Church 
in Fort  Worth on Monday the 22nd.  Henry indicated that 
the service was a very moving experience with all of 
aviation being in attendance.  Johnny Rutherford and Tom 
Poberezny offered their eulogies.  The Celebration of Life 
service program included HIGH FLIGHT by John Gillespie 

Magee, Jr. and The Lord’s 
Prayer which Charlie always 
kept in his pocket.
Dick Cavin was a charter 
member of this chapter and he 
was the leader that made this 
E A A c h a p t e r s u c h a n 
exceptional group. While Jack 
Bullard, with his enthusiasm, 
was the first  president  of 
Chapter 168, Dick served as 
president only once and that 
was in 1968.  Yet, Dick was the 
motivational force that drove 
this chapter for a good twenty 
five years.  Hopefully you will 
get a sense of what  he meant  to 
our chapter with the following.  
He was also an early member of 
EAA (# 2904) and was well 
known by Paul Poberezny and 
other early leaders.   He made it 
to the first EAA convention in 
M i l w a u k e e i n 1 9 5 5 a n d 
continued every year until his 
passing.  As we were searching 

for an inscription to put on the EAA Memorial Wall for 
Dick, Ann Asberry said it  should be “All  Things 
Aviation”. 

I happened upon a golden opportunity to essentially 
interview Dick in 1991 while flying the airlines to 
Oshkosh.  I got on the plane and there he was setting next 
to a window, so I immediately grabbed the seat next  to him.  
While I had him cornered, I began my interview of his 
personal recollection of aviation for the past 50 years.  I 
remember walking off the airplane in absolute total 
amazement at  how extensive his aviation experience had 
been.   He knew all the famous people in aviation from 
Donald Douglas, Sr. to Richard VanGrunsven and he had 
flown most  of the great  airplanes.  Much of the following 
comes from that two hour airline endeavor.

Dick’s life was all aviation with his learning to fly in the 
early 1930’s in an Aeronca C3 "Bathtub". Dick was a 
homebuilder all of his life.  His first  was a little single 

Charlie Hillard with his Pitts

Dick Cavin in his element

The Aeronca C3  “Bathtub”
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place, all wood “Alco Sport” built when he was 13.  It flew 
(after a fashion he said) on a converted motorcycle engine.  
He was sales manger for the Porterfield Aircraft  in the 
1930s.  He got  to know every little airport  in mid America 
and he met many of the big names in aviation in during 
those days, like Roscoe Turner and Gilmore the Lion.  
During the big war he flew DC-3’s as an instructor.  He is 
probably one of the few pilots who actually spun a DC-3.  
After the war Dick rejoined Braniff to continue on with 
DC-3 flying.  By the time he transitioned to DC-4’s, he had 
accumulated over 20,000 hours in just  the DC-3.  The years 
preceding his retirement  at  age 60, Dick flew a lot of the 
South American flights. And, he was captain of the famous 
Braniff Boeing 747 N601BN, nicknamed "The Great 
Pumpkin", "Big Orange," or "Fat Albert" that made a daily 
round trip to Hawaii.  Dick really enjoyed those days as 
captain of the world’s biggest  airliner and flying to exotic 
places.

While Dick loved his work as an airline pilot, he was a 
big supporter of EAA.  He was the sole editor of this 
newsletter for many years where he wrote every word.  He 
reported the news of this chapter and the local area which 
included the progress of all of our projects.  He was always 
the eternal optimist  about when we would complete our 
projects.  His newsletters were so good that  people joined 
the chapter just  to get the newsletter.  When members 
moved out of town, they continued their membership just 
for the news.  He was also newsletter editor for the builders 
and owners of the T-18.  During the last ten years, Dick was 
a featured guest  author for EAA’s Sport Aviation and 
Experimenter.  Certainly, Dick’s second biggest talent  after 
aviation was his ability to write. Like Ernest Hemingway, 
he wrote in longhand and the chapter secretary arranged to 
have it  typed.  Dick had the writer’s touch. He was the 
perfect reporter always searching for an aviation story to 
tell.  The newsletter would start  with Dick writing single 
space 20 to 30 pages material on yellow legal tablet  paper.  
Those pages passed to the secretary for typing and then to 
the printing, folding and mailing process.  Now this is what 
was so amazing.   In those 20 or more pages there would be 
not one misspelled word and not one scratch out  or edit.  
What  flowed from the pen was the final finished newsletter.  
Interestingly, he never wrote the big aviation account, his 
very own life story.

 With respect  to his interests in airplanes, he was always 
very impressed with Dick VanGrunsven’s designs.  This 
started with his being the first person to own an RV and of 
course, the first member in our chapter to own an RV, the 
original RV-1.  A couple of years ago I asked Richard  
VanGrunsven about  how Cavin got that RV-1.  He 
explained how Dick was persistent  for several years to sell 
him the RV. Finally, he relented and sold it  to him.  Van 
said it  much sooner than he wanted, since the RV-3 was still 
several  years away.  The RV-3 did not show up at Oshkosh 
until 1973.   In October 1968, VanGrunsven flew N5827N 
down to Addison and $3750 was exchanged.  I remember 
this airplane at  Addison and how Cavin always praised its 
flying characteristics. But, none of us at  the time could 
have imagined the significance of that  airplane and how it 
would change the complexion and future of experimental 
aviation.  Dick owned the RV-1 for about 8 years than sold 
it to another 168 member.  Last year we read and watched 
how this chapter 168 airplane, under the guidance of Paul 
Dye and others, made its permanent home in the EAA 
Museum at  Oshkosh. Even the restoration took place in the 
Jay Pratt’s hangar, another chapter 168 member, with the 
help of several other chapter members. Mel Asberry did the 
Airworthiness inspection.

Dick also built a Stolp Starduster Too and was a big 
supporter of Stolp’s designs.  He owned and was a big lover 
of the T-18, and as mentioned, he was the father of the T-18 
Mutual Aid Society. In the early 1990s he authored the 
definitive T-18 History for Sport  Aviation. (Google “T-18 
History by Dick Cavin” for a sample of his writing)   During the last 
few years, Dick built  a Rans S-6ES Coyote with Tom 
Foster out  at  Aero Country.  Dick was always there to help 
any of us with the building process.  He took time to help 
me with the Sonerai spar and with building form blocks for 
the wing ribs.  He was always helping and encouraging all 
of us to keep building and get  into the air.  Yet  with his 
helping all of us and his other aviation activities, he never 

got around to finishing his own 
airplane building projects.  But  his 
Chapter 168 association is what 
endeared him to all who knew him 
during those first thirty some years.
As mentioned above, the chapter is 
putting Dick’s name on the EAA 
Memorial Wall in Oshkosh as An 
Everlasting Tribute to someone who 
loved and supported aviation.

Serving the general aviation community since 1974
www.texair.com

3724 North Commerce Street  
Meacham Airport
Fort Worth Texas 76106
Phone: 817-632-7041

The RV-1

http://www.braniffpages.com/1965/pic6.html
http://www.braniffpages.com/1965/pic6.html
http://www.texair.com
http://www.texair.com
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Fabulous Failure :
Tony Fox and the Foxjet
By Ken Krebaum

The sequence sounds familiar, 
doesn't  it?  Revolutionary new 
aircraft  is announced at  Oshkosh. 
Big, flashy, high-dollar display.  
Impressive, full-scale mockup. 
Innovative engine. Unbelievably 
low price. Taking deposits now.  
First flight  in two years. Reality 
sets in.  No hardware produced.  
P r o b l e m s w i t h e n g i n e 
development.  Price increases 
50%.  First  flight  delayed another 
two years.  Engine doesn't happen.  
Looking for new powerplant.  Price increases another 50%.  
First flight delayed another two years. Project abandoned. 
The End. If you've seen this once you've seen it  a dozen 
times.

Debuting at  Oshkosh 1977, the Foxjet appeared to be on 
the above trajectory.  The hype said it  all.  But there was to 
be several interesting variations.

The Setup: Tony Fox was an inventor and entrepreneur 
who built a successful commercial trash compactor 
business in Minnesota.  He also liked to build things that 
went fast.  Such as hydrogen peroxide, rocket-powered 
dragsters. His "Pollution Packer" would become the first 
car to run over 300 mph at an NHRA event in 1973. It  was 
also the first to record a sub-five second elapsed time for 
the quarter mile.   But  rocket power soon reached the limits 
of its performance and he was looking for another 
challenge. 

Tony was a friend of Bill Lear.  He was flying with Bill in 
a Lear 23 when Bill said to him "Tony, you've built at  least 
one of almost  every other thing in the world, how come 
you've never thought about designing an airplane."   Tony 
said that he thought  about that a few minutes and replied 
"Well, if I ever do design one it  will haul about six people, 
be able to take off and land on short runways and operate at 
a fraction of the cost  of other jets including your Learjets."  
Although the term would not  be used for another twenty 

years, the concept of the 
Very Light  Jet (VLJ) was 
born.  It  would be the 
"Foxjet."
The Foxjet would require 
two engines in the 700 lb 
thrust range.  Nothing 
suitable was available in the 
general aviation or military 
aircraft  world.  However, 
Tony found that  Williams 
Research had developed a 
very successful 570 lb 
turbofan for cruise missiles. 
In 1978 Williams received 
the Collier Trophy for 
design and development of 

the "world's smallest high efficiency fanjet  engine." But 
Williams’ engines were not  rated for man-carrying aircraft, 
nor were they pursing this.  

Tony traveled to the Williams plant in Michigan, but 
could not get  in to see Sam Williams.  He contacted Hubert 
Humphrey, a former Minnesota senator.  Tony recalled "I 
said that  I thought  I could build a commercially successful 
jet  around a small turbofan engine and asked him to see if 
he could get  me an appointment with Sam Williams." A 
meeting was arranged.  Williams became interested in the 
idea of expanding into the commercial market.  They 
agreed that  Williams Research would develop an 800 lb 
thrust version of the WR19 cruise missile engine.  They 
would share the certification cost.  It would be called the 
WR44-800 and would be Williams’ first  commercial 
product.

A small jet  aircraft  would require some clever packaging.  
Tony explained in an interview, "To construct a small 
fuselage that people could enter and exit without  almost 
having to crawl on their hands and knees and sit in without 
feeling crowded or uncomfortable, I knew we had to 
reclaim the space usually wasted on a middle aisle. To do 
this, I patented what I call 'zip-rail' seats, which roll right 
up to the fuselage door, which is only seven inches off the 
tarmac, then roll back into place and lock.

The Foxjet  also featured a wing design known as the 
Foxjet Super-Flow wing.  The wing could be modified 
easily to supercritical form when required by future power 
increase, and was claimed to improve stability and low-
speed control. Tony also claimed that  the wing design also 
improved performance.

By early 1977 Tony's development team had completed 
the design. He had made a deal with Aeronca to 
manufacture the production models and had built a Foxjet 
assembly plant.  He also had made four full-size mock-ups.
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The Con: Tony brought an impressive show to Oshkosh 
1977.  It  was a 1977 version of a multi-media experience, 
something never before seen at Oshkosh.  The mock-up 
was superb. Only a close inspection would reveal that it 
wasn't  an actual aircraft.  There was a video presentation 
with surround sound audio.  As the narrator extols the 
virtues and specifications of the Foxjet, it  begins with pilot 
and passengers walking up to the aircraft, opening the clam 
shell doors, and boarding.  The scene shifts to a view of the 
instrument panel from behind the pilot.  He moves the 
power level and the engines begin spooling up and roar to 
life.  The scene then shifts to an exterior view as the plane 
begins to taxi (electric motors driving the main wheels 
allowed the mockup to taxi at  a reasonable pace).  We see 
the plane taxiing to the active with other taxiing aircraft  in 
the background.  It moves onto the active runway and the 
view changes to the pilot  advancing the throttles.  Engine 
noise increases and we are looking out  the windscreen 
during takeoff roll and climb out. Enroute the scene is a 
model of the aircraft superimposed on video of an on-top 
scene.  This was the only part of the video that  was 
obviously not real.  The view then returns to that of the 
pilot as he contacts "Dallas tower" for landing clearance.  
We switch to a view of the approach from the pilot’s 
perspective.  Just after touch-down we see the passengers, 
all wearing smiles of immense satisfaction. The last  scene 
is the Foxjet  taxiing to a stop, the clam shell doors opening, 

and the passengers deplaning with, what  the narrator calls 
"ease and dignity."  The overall impression was that  the 
Foxjet was a flying aircraft.  It was hard not to drink the 
Kool-aid.  

Tony liked to emphasize how small and light  the engines 
were.  He posed for photos with an engine on his shoulder.  
It  was actually a WR19, since the heavier WR44 did not  yet 
exist.  It  small enough that someone could pick it  up and 
walk off with it.  And wouldn't you know it, that's exactly 
what happened.  The Foxjet  exhibit had a stage inside a big 
tent.  During the day the engine was displayed on a pedestal 
on the stage.  At night  it was locked up inside the aircraft 
mockup. While opening the exhibit one day, he found the 
lock broken and the engine missing.  Tony reported the 
engine stolen, offered a $10K reward for its safe return, and 
hired private security agents to find it.  The crime received 
extensive coverage for several days at  Oshkosh, giving 
Tony many opportunities to talk about the Foxjet.  Luckily, 
the engine was recovered.  It was found underneath the 
stage in his exhibit tent. Tony has always denied this was a 
publicity stunt. 

117

Always be very careful when refueling a 
marketing mockup (from Luc Van Bavel Design)

The stolen Foxjet engine was recovered by an 
undercover security agent

http://machdiamonds.com/bizjetinc2.jpg
http://machdiamonds.com/bizjetinc2.jpg
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At Oshkosh, orders and deposits were received for 73 
aircraft, with Bill Lear ordering serial number 1.  More 
orders were received in the following year or two, with 
total deposits of around a million dollars.

The Sting:  Using the Williams cruise missile turbofan 
technology in civilian aircraft  was not  initially an issue 
with the government.  However, in 1977 Jimmy Carter 
canceled the B1 program, leaving the B-52 to continue on 
as our first-line heavy bomber.  To update its viability as a 
weapons platform for the future, the B-52 would be 
upgraded to carry Air-Launched Cruise Missiles (ALCM).  
These would be powered by the Williams WR19.  The 
engine became DOD controlled technology, not 
commercially available.

Tony Fox recalled, "Sam Williams and I both got very 
polite letters telling us that the engine was no longer legal 
for civilian use and that  if we continued to persist  in trying 
to use them in passenger jets we'd get an inside look at how 
our tax dollars were helping to improve the federal prison 
system." 

There were no alternative high efficiency, high bypass, 
150 lb, 800 lb thrust engine options. Tony said, "I'd heard 
rumors someone was building a similar engine in England 
and I chased it  over there but it didn't pan out. The same 
thing happened in France."  

By 1980 development of the Foxjet was suspended.  All 
deposit  money was returned. Another exciting aircraft 
terminated due to power plant problems.  But  unique in the 
sense that the engine existed, but became "unavailable."

Epilogue  1:  Twenty-three years after the Foxjet Oshkosh 
debut, the Eclipse 500 VLJ had its debut  at  Oshkosh.  Its 
dimensions, gross weight, cruise speed, passenger capacity 
was almost identical to that of the Foxjet.  It would be 
powered by two Williams EJ22 700lb thrust  engines.  The 
EJ22 traced its lineage back to the Foxjet's WR44.  
However, the EJ22 had problems with starting, 
overheating, part  failures and various subsystem issues.  
There were also problems with a very short  development 

schedule and frequent  requirement changes by Eclipse.  
After three months of test  flights is was evident  that  the 
EJ22 was not the solution. Testing was done at 
Albuquerque International, and at the high summer density 
altitudes, the engine was developing about  350 lbs of 
thrust.  Eclipse terminated its relationship with Williams 
and selected Pratt & Whitney PW610. Williams stopped 
development of the EJ22.

There were major technology differences between an 
engine designed for a single, one-way cruise missile 
mission and one that  would need to run reliably for 
thousands of hours between overhauls.  The latter would 
not happen without significant increases in size and weight.

Epilogue  2:  In 2006, sold the rights to the Foxjet to 
Millenium Aerospace Corporation of California. Millenium 
stated, "Many features - the lines, the size, the patented 
seating system, for example - require no improvement at 
all.  The fact  that  the Foxjet is virtually a turnkey design 
was a major reason we committed to building it, and 
bought  the company."  Deliveries were projected to begin 
in 2008 at $1.5M per copy.  The engine would be the 
PW615, similar to the PW610 that Eclipse chose after 
abandoning the Williams engine.  In 2008, Millenium said 
that certification was expected by late 2009.  In 2009, 
delivery of certificated aircraft was expected in 2011.  
Millenium was banking on explosive growth of the air taxi 
business, made viable with hundreds of VLJs.  It  was also 
banking on orders from aircraft leasing companies that 
would serve the air taxi industry.  None of this has 
happened.

Epilogue  3:  Two of the four Foxjet mockups are known 
to survive.  One is used as a movie, TV, and advertisement 
prop.  It appeared in the movie Die Hard 4 and in the 
television series Las Vegas.  The other is featured daily in 
the backyard of Lyle Anderson, in Princeton, Minnesota.  
Made-to-order Foxjet scale models are available.

Epilogue 4:  
Tony Fox developed, and in 1979 introduced the Super 

Shop, a combination table saw, disk sander, lathe, drill 
press, horizontal borer, and router-shaper.  It  was a heavy 
duty version of the Shop Smith. The Super Shop is now 
manufactured in China for Smithy Co. of Ann Arbor, MI.  
Tony was elected to the Minnesota Aviation Hall of Fame 
in 2009.
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Upcoming Events
Saturday, Mar 30, 2013 - CLEBURNE, TX - YOUNG 
EAGLES FLY-IN:FREE PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Cleburne Regional Airport (KCPT)
EAA Arlington Chapter 34 is hosting a Young Eagles Fly-in 
on March 30 from 10 am to 2 pm at the Cleburne Regional 
Airport. Please bring your appetite because there will be 
plenty of free pancakes as well as news channel media 
coverage.  Contact Jan Tanner 817-881-2879.
Monday - Wednesday, Apr 1-3, Ft Worth, TX - Wings of 
Freedom Tour (KFTW) 
Sandpiper Aviation is hosting the Collings Foundation 
Wings of Freedom Tour, featuring the B-17, B-24, P-51 and 
the ME-262 at Meacham Airport in Ft Worth. Sandpiper 
Aviation is located off of Meacham Field Cir on Citation 
Dr. 
Come out to see some truly rare WWII aircraft.
Friday - Sunday, Apr 5-7, 2013 - Mineral Wells, TX - 
Texas Skywagon Roundup
Mineral Wells Airport (KMWL) 
The Eagle Flying Museum is hosting a Skywagon Fly-in 
for 5-7 April 2013 at Mineral Wells Airport, TX (KMWL). 
Check out the webpage for details. Should be fun, fuel 
discounts, hotel discounts, good stories remember any good 
story must be at least 10% true! Everyone invited, ya'll 
come on down!
Saturday, Apr 6, 2013 - Denison, TX - Texoma 100 Air 
Race
North Texas Regional Airport (GYI) 
The annual Texoma 100 Air Race is a fun race that starts at 
the North Texas Regional Airport. The race course is 
approximately 100nm and other area airports are used as 
the turning point. The Sport Air Racing League is a series 
of races hosted by various entities. The intent of the League 
is to offer a friendly, fun, non-professional racing 
environment for builders and owners to test and improve 
aircraft modifications. The watch-words of the League are 
Fun and Safety. Contact: Pat Purcell 903-564-9410.

Saturday, Apr 6, 2013 - McKinney, TX - 
EAA Chapter 1246 1st Saturday Coffee and Donuts
Collin County Regional at McKinney (TKI) 
1st Saturday Coffee and Donuts! Let's get together for 
some fellowship and fun. We're having Free coffee and 
donuts for everyone on the first Saturday of every month at 
Chuck Roberts Hangar 2520 in the McKinney Hangars 
Association area. Let's gather at 9:00 am. You don't have to 
be a member to attend. See you there! Watch our Video: 
http://www#youtube#com/watch?v=RnMG8445Dqc 
Contact: T Marbach 214-549-9563.
Saturday, Apr 13, 2013 - McKinney, TX - EAA Chapter 
1246 Annual Fish Fry
Collin County Regional Airport (TKI) 
Saturday April 13, 2013 11 to 1 PM. Collin County 
Regional Airport - TKI. MOA Hangars (McKinney 
Hangars Association) - Pete Huff's Hangar - 2529. Bring 
your appetite! No fish'n required. Fly-in or Drive-in ~~Rain 
or Shine~~ You won't want the miss this GREAT Event!! 
Contact: T' Marbach 214-549-9563.
Saturday, Apr 27, 2013 - Center, TX - 10th Annual 
Center Fly-In and Air Show
Center Municipal Airport (F17) 
There will be Young Eagle airplane rides for 8 to 17 year 
olds, Texas Heat Wave, T-6 Texan Flight Formation, aerial 
stunt pilots, children’s activity tent, arts crafts, food, live 
entertainment and more Contact: Shelby County Chamber 
of Commerce 936-598-3682.

lucky@asod.com
214-957-5774 Cell

Lucky Louque

972.380.8800  -  www.cavflight.org

VISIT  ONE  OF  THE  TOP  AVIATION  MUSEUMS
IN  THE  WORLD

WE  BRING  HISTORY  TO  LIFE
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Classifieds 
 

For Sale: Sensenich fixed pitch aluminum prop setup for 
a O-360  (76" dia 65" pitch,  spacer and 12" dia.  spinner)  
Less  than  60hrs  since  installed  new.  $2750 
Bill Bracken 817-925-4699 
 
For  Sale:    Slick Mags removed  from O-360 Lycoming, 
#4371 Impulse (366 hrs), #4370 Non-Impulse (zero hrs), 
includes  spacer  and  harness,  will  need  drive  gear  for 
4370.      4371  $300  -  4370  $750    OBF      Marvin  Brott   
pmbrott@sbcglobal.net     214-726-9117 
 
For  Sale:  David  Clark  headset  TSO  $100.  Hydraulic 
Wing  jack  for RV aircraft  (RV Easy Lift  System). New 
condition – used once. $140. Tail dragger dragger for RV 
or  other  tail  wheel  aircraft.  $125.  Tools:  Pneumatic  and 
hand.  Just  about  enough  to  build  an  RV  or  other  sheet 
metal aircraft. 35 items, mostly from Avery Tools and all 
ready  to  work.  New  price  for  these  tools  is  more  than 
$1850. Sell for $700. Aircraft parts, 20-50% of cost: New 
UMA  suction  gauge  ,  electric  boost  pump,  tachometer, 
rod end bearings, aluminum tubing, Call or email for list 
and  prices.  George  Kilishek  (972)  250  2906  or 
s_kilishek@yahoo.com. 
 

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from nonmembers 
will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion. 

EAA CHAPTER 168 OFFICERS 
President Michael Stephan 
president@eaa168.org    214-232-2405 
Vice President Norm Biron 

vicepresident@eaa168.org   469-964-6801 
Secretary Frank Prokop   
secretary@eaa168.org     972-396-1168 
Treasurer Brad Roberts 
treasurer@eaa168.org    214-912-0329 

 
Flight Advisors 

Mel Asberry metro    

n168tx@flytx.net                   972-784-7544 
Michael Hoye    972-771-8162 

sailntss@sbcglobal.net 
 

Technical Counselors 
Mel Asberry metro   

n168tx@flytx.net                   972-784-7544 
Don Christiansen    214-729-6187 
Marvin Brott  

pmbrott@sbcglobal.net        214-726-9117 
Michael Stephan                     214-232-2405 

Board of Directors 
Pete Miller                                 Glenn Snyder 
John Phillips                               Ann Asberry 

John Peyton                                  Sam Cooper 
Michael Stephan       Mel Asberry 
David Buono        

 
Associate Newsletter Editors 

Michael Stephan               
mstephan@shr.net                  214-232-2405 
David Buono 
david.buono@yahoo.com       214-986-4497 

 
Data Processing 

Michael Stephan   

mstephan@shr.net                  214-232-2405 

 
Advertising 

Michael Stephan   

mstephan@shr.net                  214-232-2405 

 
Young Eagles Coordinator 

Jim Quinn   

Jquinn3@gmail.com             972-788-2593 

Tool Custodian 
Brad Roberts 214-351-0475 

 
Meeting Refreshments 

****** VOLUNTEER NEEDED ****** 

 
Safety Officer 

Mel Asberry metro  
n168tx@flytx.net                   972-784-7544 

 
Web Site Editors 

Michael Stephan  214-232-2405 
Clay Romeiser 

 
Membership 

Michael Stephan 
mstephan@shr.net                214-232-2405 
Clay Romeiser   

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, 
format, and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and per
sonal experience accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and 
you are without recourse to anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, 
control or direction of any event (this includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there. 

Web Site Address 

www.eaa168.org 

For  Sale:    Granbury  Texas  Airpark  Home/Hanger  For 
Sale $269,900    - 3509 Nassau Ct., 76049    (Nassau Bay) 
Beautiful home with large hanger on Nassau Bay Airpark. 
Two  story  home with  enclosed  upstairs  patio,  two  sepa
rate  living areas,  iron/brick  fenced, covered RV parking. 
Hanger  is 50x34 and has 2 electric automatic doors with 
direct access to hanger from house. Well maintained and 
move  in  ready.  Website  with  pictures:  http://
mysite.verizon.net/resy4wnc/index.html          Owner: 
bob_myrick@me.com  or  214-729-2260        Realtor:  Pam 
Knieper at 817-243-8345 / pam@knieperteam.com 
 
For Sale:  Sensenich fixed pitch aluminum prop setup for 
a O 360 (76” dia 65” pitch, spacer and 12” dia. spinner). 
Less than 60hrs since installed new. LOWERED PRICE 
$1850 - Bill Bracken 817-925-4699 
 
For Sale:   Fiber Glass Cloth For Sale  Bi directional 8H 
satin  Weave  Aeronautics/Aerospace  grade,  13.3  mils 
thick, 50” wide, warp strength 562 lbf/in, fill strength 518 
lbf/in, 14.43oz/sqyd, compatible with all  resins,  in origi
nal  packaging  125  yard  rolls.   Comparable  price  at Air
craft  Spruce,  over  $9/yard.      $400  per  roll,  that’s  only 
$3.20  per  yard  to EAA members.   Cut  lengths $7/linear 
yard 50”wide with a $50 minimum.  Call Jim Carney 214-

763-6784. 
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n168tx@flytx.net
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Pete Miller
Clay Romeiser

Young Eagles Coordinator
Jim Quinn  972-788-2593
Jquinn3@gmail.com

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from 
nonmembers will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, 
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience 
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to 
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this 
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.

Web site Address:   www.eaa168.org

For Sale: Slick Mags removed from O-360 Lycoming. 
#4371 impulse (366 hrs.) #4370 Non-Impulse (zero hrs.), 
includes spacer and harness, will need drive gear for 4370. 
4371 $300 - 4370 $750 OBF.  Marvin Brott 
pmbrott@sbcglobal.net  214-726-9117.

For Sale: Varieze
Cont O-200; 100 hours on overhaul.  1350 total time
$14.5k.  Leon Rausch 214-349-6024

For Sale: Garmin 296. $500 or best offer.
Bill Bracken 817-925-4699
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New Member
Renewal
Info Change

Membership dues for EAA Dallas 
Chapter 168 are $20/year.

Make checks payable to EAA 
Chapter 168

Mail application to:
Brad Roberts
10716 St. Lazare Drive
Dallas, TX 75229-5346

National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
PO Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086

National EAA Membership:
(800) JOIN EAA (564-6322)
Phone (920) 426-4800
Fax: (920) 426-6761

Name

Copilot (spouse, friend, other)

Address

City ! State! Zip

Phone Home:! Work

email address

EAA # ! Exp date:
(Chapter 168 membership requires National EAA membership)

Pilot/A&P Ratings
I am interested in 
helping with: 
! Fly-Ins
! Programs
! Newsletter
! Young Eagles
! Officer

Plane, Projects (%complete)  and Interests:

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM

Experimental Aircraft Association
c/o Brad Roberts
10716 St. Lazare Drive
Dallas, TX 75229-5346


