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Last  month we decided to visit  the 
Frontiers of Flight Museum to see the 
SR-71 exhibit that  we heard Rich 
Graham speak about at the preceding  
meeting. That  day also coincided with a 
presentation by Charles Foreman on the 
Vought  “Flying Pancake”.  It  was so 
interesting, that Norm asked him to 
bring the presentation to our monthly 
m e e t i n g . S o , w e w i l l s e e t h e 
presentation at our Feb 5th meeting.

There is so much to see at  the 
Museum , and the exhibits change 
frequently. Currently they are displaying 
some of Jan Collmer’s artwork.  FOF is 
worth the price of admission.
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February 5th Chapter Meeting
The Feb rua ry Chap t e r 

meeting will be on Wed. 
February 5th  at  the 
F a r m e r s B r a n c h 
Library, located on the 
northwest corner of 
Webb Chapel and 
Golfing Green Dr. The 
meeting will be held in 
the auditorium and 
begin at  6:30 p.m. with 
socializing and coffee. 
The program will begin 
promptly at  7 p.m. and finish 
by 9:00 p.m.

This month’s presentation will be given by Charles 
Foreman discussing the restoration of the Vought  V-173 
“Flying Pancake” which is currently on display at the 
Frontiers of Flight Museum.

Charles detailed the restoration and the history of the 
Vought-built aircraft in his book 

He will show pictures of the restoration as well as videos 
of the test flights.

It  will be a very interesting presentation. We hope to see 
you there.

Feb 8th Fly In to Dallas Executive
By Michael Stephan

The February fly-in will be on Sat Feb 8th to Dallas 
Executive Airport, formerly Redbird, (RBD). With the 
weather always in question during the winter, we can fly or 
drive in to this month’s gathering.

We will meet for lunch in the terminal building at  11:00.  
If you fly in, you can park near the terminal, but there are 
no tie downs there.  So if it is windy the tie downs are 
further south on the ramp.

We haven’t visited Dallas Executive for a few years, so it 
will be good to go back.  I hope we have good flying 
weather, so I can see many of you there.

February 11th Board Meeting
The next BOD meeting will be held on Tuesday Feb 11th 

at  the Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM. The 
minutes from the January BOD meeting recorded by Pete 
Miller are as follows:

Officers, Directors, and Members in Attendance: Michael 
Stephan, Norm Biron, Brad Roberts, Pete Miller, Frank 
Prokop, Sam Cooper, Bruce Fuller,  Jim Canniff, Mark 
Merrell, David Buono.

GENERAL MEETING, SPEAKER / SUBJECT
February 5: The speaker for February will be Charles 
Foreman, who wrote the book on the restoration of the 
Vought  V-173 Flying Pancake that  is at the Frontiers of 
Flight Museum.
March 5: Jim Quinn speaking about the CAP (tentative)
April 2: Gerhart Defner speaking about his Berlin- 
Reykjavík flight in a motorglider (tentative)

CHAPTER FLY OUT
February 8: Redbird. Meet on ramp at 11:00.

MONTHLY SOCIAL GATHERING
No social gathering for February.

TREASURER REPORT
Brad presented the Treasurer’s Report  for December. There 
was 1 membership renewals. Brad discussed the financials 
for the Christmas Party and year-end.

OLD BUSINESS
•Norm presented revisions to his proposal to send a Young 
Eagle flown by a Chapter member to the Air Academy at 
OSH if that YE successfully completes the Sporty’s course 
that is provided free of charge to all YEs. Norm read his 
final proposal. There was discussion. Language was 
changed to allow the board either to choose a recipient  or 
to hold a drawing. Brad motioned, Pete seconded. The 
motion passed unanimously. There will be discussion next 
month about the paperwork that  will be enclosed with the 
Young Eagles packages.

•Michael discussed the new Blue Skies program that is 
being started in the Dallas ISD. This is a program starting 
aviation classes in DISD STEM schools. Young Eagle 
flights will be offered to students who complete the 
course. 

•Michael sent  required Chapter information to National. We 
discussed making technical and content changes to our 
current database. 

•Jeff Skiles will be in the area on Thursday, February 6 at 
US Aviation in Denton. This is part  of the EAA Grassroots 
Tour. 
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By Michael Stephan

Charles Foreman will be our 
speaker for the February 
meeting.  He detailed the 
restoration of the Vought  V-173 
“Flying Pancake’ in a book he 
co-authored.
While visiting the museum, 
many of us stayed for his 
presentation, which included 
original footage of the first 
flight  tests. This prototype 
definitely put the experimental 

in experimental aviation.  Although it was not  a very 
practical aircraft  for military use and was passed by a 
quickly advancing industry, it  proved some very unique 
aerodynamic principals.  I was surprised at  how light the 
aircraft  was and that it  was powered by some very small 
engines linked together with an interesting drive shaft 
arrangement. Just think what we could build using today’s 
lighter materials and techniques.

The Frontiers of Flight website summarizes the aircraft’s 
history:

The “Flying Pancake” is a one-of-kind aircraft that dates 
back to World War II when Chance Vought  built  and flew 
the airplane to test designer Charles H. Zimmerman’s 
theories about  extremely low-aspect  ratio wing design that 
allowed an aircraft to fly at very slow speeds. The Vought 
V-173 design features a circular airfoil with large-diameter 
propellers on the wing tips. Its designer reasoned that the 
drag, which is created by disturbed airflow near the tip of 
conventional wings, would be minimized by placing the 
propeller at the wing tip. By maintaining a uniform flow 
over the entire span, Mr. Zimmerman felt that it  could take 
off and land at  exceptionally low speeds and still have good 
high-speed performance. After pursuing this idea with 
NACA (NASA’s predecessor), he was encouraged to go to 
private industry and develop it further.

The V-173 proof-of-concept  vehicle was built  under a 
1940 U.S. Navy contract and it  made its first flight  on 
November 23, 1942. The V-173 has a circular wing 23.3 
feet in diameter and a symmetrical NACA airfoil section. 
A huge 16 foot diameter three-bladed prop was mounted at 
the tip of each airfoil blanketing the entire aircraft  in their 
slipstreams. Power was provided by two 80 HP Continental 
A-80 engines. During its 131-hour test  program, it was 
found that it had unusual flight characteristics and control 
responses, but  could be handled effectively. It  could almost 
hover and it survived several forced landings, including a 
nose-over, with no serious damage to the aircraft, or injury 
to the pilot. Restoration of the V-173 “Flying Pancake” 
developed into a large and challenging project.

Over an eight year period, the Vought  Aircraft Heritage 
Foundation Volunteers donated over 25,000 labor hours to 
complete this effort. This aircraft  is on long term loan from 
the Smithsonian Institution.

From the President’s Desk
By Michael Stephan

Even though the past  few days have been cold, the end of the winter season is near, which 
means the start of the fly-in season is on the horizon.  Time to get the airplane ready.
I would like to thank Rich Graham for his presentation at  last month’s meeting.  It  was a 
packed house with over 80 people in attendance.  I’ve not  seen a meeting where we 
added more chairs then it was standing room at  the back.  Rich’s delivered a great 
presentation on the SR-71. Rich and Pat Graham always steal the show and this was no 
exception.
Part  of the credit for success belongs to the Farmers Branch Library, who promoted the 
presentation to the citizens of Farmers Branch.  

For the next  three month’s our monthly meeting moves to Wednesday nights, as it  has the past  several years. I know it 
doesn’t work well for some, but we appreciate those who can make it. It  is what we need to do to keep a good relationship 
with the library.

We have quite a few projects underway by members.  When it gets warmer, we will arrange a visit to see them.
And even though it is cold, lets do some flying.

February Speaker Charles Foreman
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At last month’s Board meeting, we approved the Young 
Eagle proposal that was published last month.  Here is the 
finalized version. No, we didn’t have to pass it for you to 
find out what is in it.

EAA Dallas Chapter 168
Young Eagles Incentive Program

For 2014

The purpose of this program is to motivate Young Eagles to 
expand their knowledge of aviation and become pilots by 
encouraging them to complete the free on line Sporty’s 
Complete Flight Training Course.  

Young Eagles, 12 years old and older, flown at  EAA Dallas 
Chapter 168 events or by a chapter members in 2014, who 
complete the Sporty’s  Complete Flight Training Course 
and have parents or guardian approval would qualify to be 
sponsored by Chapter 168 to attend the 2015 EAA Air 
Academy Camp in Oshkosh. The Chapter Board of 
Directors will select in January 2015 one qualified Young 
Eagle to attend the appropriate Air Academy camp, 
according to his or her age. 

The chapter will pay the transportation cost to Oshkosh and 
Air Academy fees for the selected Young Eagle. The 
Estimated cost for this program is less than $2,000.00 

Air Academy fee:   $750.00 - $1,260.00.
Round trip airfare to Oshkosh:  $300.00 - $600.00
Miscellaneous Expenses:  $100.00

Once the Young Eagle is selected in January 2015, the 
chapter will have over 6 months to raise the required funds 
and has several options for paying for this program:

- EAA Scholarships
- Fund Raising Events
- Request Member Donations 
- Chapter Savings

Young Eagles Incentive Program
From Norm Biron

Office: 972.735.9099
Mobile: 972.816.8169

sam.huff@ussportaircraft.com
4700 Airport Pkwy
Addison, TX 75001

Elevate Your Experience...

US Sport  Aircraft 

Sam Huff

Sales Manager
www.ussportaircraft.com

Grassroots Tour with Jeff Skiles
By Michael Stephan

Thursday, February 6 – Denton 
Featuring Jeff Skiles, 
EAA Vice President, Chapters 
and Youth Education
US Aviation Services
4850 Spartan Dr
Denton, TX 76207 
Social 6 p.m.
Program 7 p.m.

Jeff Skiles is coming to the DFW area on EAA’s 
Grassroots tour.  Stared by Tom Poberezny years ago, the 
tour brings the National organization to the local level.  
The evening is a discussion of current leading aviation 
issues, what EAA is doing to grow participation in 
aviation, how to inspire the next  generation of aviators and 
a dialog with the local EAA members.

We are proud to be one of the sponsoring Chapters of the 
event.  I hope many of us will be able to make it  out  to the 
meeting.  Jeff is great to work with, and has a genuine 
interest in working with Chapters.

The meeting will be held at US aviation Services on 
Denton Airport (DTO).  There is a social time at  6 PM and 
the program will begin at 7 PM.

Admission is free, so bring a friend and your questions!

Pete Miller’s RV-7 Update
By Michael Stephan

Pete Miller’s Christmas gift  arrived on Jan 17th in the 
form of the fuselage kit for his RV-7 project. With the 
inventory of the kit  finished a few days later Pete is 
already putting part together.  Below is the firewall 
assembly clecoed together. More to come.

You can follow Pete’s progress on his website/builders 
log at smilinpete.com

http://www.ussportaircraft.com/
http://www.ussportaircraft.com/
mailto:sam.huff@ussportaircraft.com
mailto:sam.huff@ussportaircraft.com
http://smilinpete.com
http://smilinpete.com
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Persistence  Pays "80% of life is just showing up," 
observed Woody Allen.  This was my strategy for the Sport 
Air Racing League (SARL) 2013 season.  Show up at  as 
many races as possible.  Race for points, not  wins.  But  I 
didn't realize how difficult "just showing up" could be.

The class I run in is called RV Blue and encompasses all 
normally-aspirated 360 cubic inch RVs (RV-3,4,6,7,8,9).  
Of all the Sport Air Racing League classes, RV Blue 
usually has the most entrants and is the most competitive.  

A Little Background  SARL promotes open course air 
racing for experimental and production aircraft.   Race 
courses generally consist of 5-8 legs totaling 100-150 
miles, with an abbreviated course for slower aircraft.  No 
specific racing experience or training is required.  Safety is 
paramount and anyone with a pilot’s license, an airworthy 
aircraft, and liability insurance is encouraged to participate.  
Aircraft  launch at  timed intervals, in fastest-to-slowest 
starting order.  This minimizes passing. It  also eliminates 
wing-to-wing racing as seen at  Reno. Insurance companies 
like this.

For scoring purposes, race aircraft are divided into 
classes.  There are 27 experimental classes, 27 factory-built 
classes, and 8 heavy-metal (war bird) classes.  Divisions 
within these groups are determined by a combination of 
engine cubic inches, induction type (forced or normally-
aspirated), retract or fixed gear, and single or twin engines.  

For any given aircraft, the in-class competition should have 
little or no inherent advantage.  

Challenges  In 2013 weather was much more of a 
problem than it  had been in my previous two years of 
competition.  There were four races outside of Texas that  I 
couldn't  get to due to widespread thunder storm activity.  
And two in Texas required instrument approaches.

Mechanical problems kept me from two races.  A failed 
alternator, and one week later a failed starter.  A hangar 
door failure almost kept me from another.  A 30 year-old 
track roller had disintegrated and the door stuck half open.  
Repair took about  3 hours, but I made the race at 
Cleveland, Texas.  These were minor problems.  Jeff 
Barnes (RV-6), who was first  in the final overall points 
standings, had a cylinder failure after one race.  And 
returning home from another, an oil screen plug backed out, 
dumping all his oil.  He was lucky enough to be near an 
airport at  the time and landed without  damage.  Jason 
Rovey (RV-8), who hosted the race in Wickenburg, 
Arizona, had a Hartzell prop failure. Running about  225 
mph at 500 feet  AGL, one blade went into flat  pitch.  His 
aircraft  quickly lost  what little altitude he had.  He put  it 
down on a highway frontage road. He wasn't  hurt, but 
sustained significant airframe damage.

The competition in RV Blue increased last  year.  In 2012, 
I averaged 0.1 mph faster than my closest  competitor, Bob 
Axsom.  More about  Bob Later.  Of the eight races we both 
flew, he was slightly faster in four, and I was faster in four.  
Pretty close competition. Before the 2013 season Bob had 
his engine overhauled with 10:1 compression pistons.  Plus 
some other magic he said was proprietary to the engine 
builder.  Over the races we both ran, he averaged 4.9 mph 
faster. Jeff Barnes also had 10:1 pistons installed in the off 
season.  He runs a fixed-pitch racing prop at  close to 3000 
rpm. Jeff averaged about 6 mph faster than Bob and 11 mph 
faster than me.  The best season total finish I could hope for 
would be 3rd.   And I could only get that by flying more 
races than the handful of RVs that run faster than me.   

A Death in the Family
Some of you, especially RV-types, may have known or 

read of Bob Axsom.  At age 77, Bob was undoubtedly the 
most dedicated and hardest working SARL racer.  His goal 
for 2013 was to fly all 20 races and win the league points 
championship. 

Bob worked incessantly on speed modifications to his 
RV-6A. He kept no secrets and documented his efforts on 
the VansAirforce website.  He was equally dedicated to and 
open with his race planning: winds aloft  data for each leg, 
altitudes he would fly, and his forecast speed.  In 
September of last year SARL announced that Bob would be 
inducted into the SARL hall of fame at  the last race of the 
season in Taylor, Texas. 

After the sixteenth race in Cleveland, Texas, Bob received 
his fixed-pitch Catto propeller. Many of the fastest RVs run 

Not a Race but a Journey
By Ken Krebaum
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fixed-pitch props optimized for racing speeds and rpms.  
Bob had less than a week to remove his constant  speed 
prop and governor, install the crankshaft plug, modify the 
spinner, and mount the Catto.  But after all this was 
completed he ran into a problem.  No oil pressure.  And 
only a few days left  before the next race at Jasper, Texas.  
Typical of Bob, he was working day and night  to solve the 
problem.  Also typical of Bob, he was posting his progress 
on the VansAirforce website.  The problem turned out to be 
an incorrect gasket between the governor mounting pad and 
the cover required after removing the governor.  The gasket 
was covering a necessary oil passage.  Mystery solved.  
Traveling from Fayetteville to Jasper on the Saturday of the 
race, he arrived one hour before the start.

The 17th race turned out  to be a disappointment for Bob.  
He discovered the new prop had lost him 3 mph. He beat 
me by only 2 mph.  Bob returned to Fayetteville to re-
install his constant speed prop. At this point Jeff Barnes 
was first in the league standings with 1700 points, Bob 
second with 1620 points.  It  was unlikely, but  still possible 
for Bob to take first place by the end of the season.  And 
Bob was not giving up. 

I landed at the Oak Grove, Oklahoma, airport about  4 pm 
on the Friday before the 18th race.  I expected to see Bob's 
blue RV-6A on the ramp, but  it wasn't  there yet.  Bob would 
always arrive early and get a rent car at  the races.  Even for 
a single five-mile round trip to the hotel.  He liked being in 
control of his own transportation.  I would often have 
dinner with him on the way to the hotel.  If there was a 

dinner provided for the racers, Bob would excuse himself 
early to do his race planning.  I would usually ride to the 
hotel with him since I don't  like to stay out  late the night 
before a race.  

When I arrived at the airport  Saturday morning, Bob's 
plane was not  there.  But  there was still over an hour until 
the race brief.  His flight from Fayetteville should only take 
about twenty minutes.  He'll be here, I thought.  He hadn't 
missed a race all season.  

Then I heard that  Bob had not finished the re-installation 
of his constant  speed prop.  He was just  too exhausted.  He 
said he had just run out of steam.  This didn't  sound like 
Bob.  He had more endurance and greater resolve than I 
did.  Nothing would keep him from a race.

Three days later, we learned that Bob had been found 
dead in his home.  The SARL community along with those 
who participate in the VansAirforce forum were shocked 
and saddened.  Bob passed only 10 days after his last  race.  
It was either a heart attack or stroke.

After the last  race of the season at  Taylor, Texas, Bob was 
posthumously inducted in the SARL Hall of Fame.  For the 
2013 season he was awarded second overall in the 
Experimental category and second in the RV Blue class.  
Being former Air Force, Bob was toasted with a round of 
Jeremiah Weed and honored with the missing man 
formation. 

Final Standings  Jeff Barnes and Bob Axsom each flew 
17 races last year and were first  and second in the RV Blue 
class, the Experimental category, and overall.  Having 
flown 10 races, I was a very distant third.  Jim Huff, from 
Denton, also flew 10 races in his RV-6.  He was fifth 
overall, since he was generally slightly slower than me.  Of 
the 117 aircraft  that  participate in SARL events last year, 
100 flew 3 races or less; 67 (over half) flew only one race. 

So the opportunity was there.  Persistence can pay off.   



HANGAR ECHOES

February 2014 Volume 45 Issue 2 Page 7

The aviation racing series known as the Red Bull Air 
Races last  held an event in 2010.  At the time, their official 
announcement said something to the effect of “We are 
taking one year off to better position the sport  and the 
series for a long and safe future.”  Many, including me, had 
their doubts if we’d ever see another race.  As pilots pushed 
the limits more and more each year, there were more close 
calls.  But  to their credit, after 6 seasons of racing, there 
wasn’t an accident or injury on the record.

If you haven’t seen a race, they are exciting affairs where 
pilots race fast, agile, aerobatic planes against the clock one 
at  a time through a course made up of “air gates”.  An air 
gate consists of 1, 2, or 4 air-filled pylons that stand 
approximately 80 feet high.  All pilots have to navigate the 
3-4 mile race course the same way, which is predetermined.  
The air gates are different  colors, which determine if the 
pilot is supposed to fly wings level or knife edge through 
the gate.  There are penalties for missing or mis-flying 
through a gate and for flying too high through a gate.

In the 3 years they have been down, officials at Red Bull 
were working through many issues trying to maximize 
safety for the pilot  and crowd and crowd enjoyment.  Some 
of the rule changes for 2014 are:

• All pilots will fly with a standard engine/propeller 
combination.  The engine is a Lycoming Thunderbolt 
specially tuned for the races.  The propeller is a counter 
weighted Hartzell

• All airplanes will have to meet a minimum weight and 
will have to add weight  if they come in under the set 
minimum

• Air gate pylons were increased from 65 to 80 feet tall
• Penalty points and/or disqualification will be issued if 
the pilot pulls more than 10g’s

• They have removed the “quatro” gate.  This was a set 
of 4 pylons in a tight square pattern, one at each corner 
of the square, with the pylons approximately 42 feet 
apart.  If you picture a simple square with each side 
being 42 feet and a pylon in each corner, you get the 
picture.  The pilot  had to fly wings level through the 
square from east  to west then make a 270 degree turn to 
the right  to fly back through the same square from 
north to south.  This quatro gate was usually 
responsible for the highest g loading on the whole 
course.

They plan to race at Texas Motor Speedway on the 
weekend of September 6-7.  Saturday will be the qualifying 
day with Sunday being race day.  I attended a race in San 
Diego in 2007, and at that race they had air show acts 
flying during down times, so it was an all-day event both 
days.

There are still some unanswered questions about their 
stop at  TMS, which is 1 of only 2 US stops this year, with 
the other being in Las Vegas in October.  RV parking and 
camping is undefined as of press time.  There are 2 
different  levels of tickets available, 1 is for general 
admission and 1 is for reserved seating.  The reserved seats 
are higher up, and you will most  likely be looking DOWN 
at  the airplanes as they run the course.  The reserved seat 
also comes with “hangar access”, which nobody seems to 
know what  that means.  In a 2010 event in Germany that 
was done at  a race track similar to TMS, the pilots actually 
took off and landed at  the track.  The ticket  agent at  TMS I 
spoke with said that  is the plan for the TMS race, but  I have 
my doubts that will stick, so I guess we’ll have to wait  and 
see.

There are some interesting tech articles on the engines, 
propellers, and the race course on their web page:

  http://www.redbullairrace.com/en_US.  
There are also lots of pictures and videos of past  races 

along with ticket buying links.

6911 Lemmon Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75209
(214) 350-3600

Monday – Saturday: 10am to 5pm
Sunday: 1pm to 5pm

www.flightmuseum.com

@FrontofFlight

Red Bull Air Races Coming To DFW
By David Buono

http://www.redbullairrace.com/en_US
http://www.redbullairrace.com/en_US
http://www.flightmuseum.com
http://www.flightmuseum.com
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Tickets are currently available for sale via Ticketmaster or 
by calling TMS.  Tickets are $59 each for the reserved 
seating and $39 for general admission.  Buying directly 
through TMS saves you the Ticketmaster fees, and TMS 
season ticket holders only pay $45 for the reserved seat.  I 
thought  about  trying to organize a group buy for the 
chapter, but  there are no group buy discounts.  We will 
however have a few RV campers out there, assuming RV 
camping is allowed.  Look for more info over the next few 
months once the parking rules are established.  Even 
though the chapter won’t  be sitting together, at  least  we can 
have a central gathering spot to relax, grab a drink and a 
bite to eat, and mingle with other aviation enthusiasts.  I 
hope to see everybody at the track in September!

Blue Sky Education Foundation Launch
By Michael Stephan

On January 6, Jim Quinn, Norm Biron and I attended the 
in service day for 30 teachers from 14 DISD elementary 
schools for the launch of the Blue Sky Education 
Foundation’s new STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) curriculum. This has been over a 
year in the making.

The Frontiers of Flight Museum hosted the day’s 
learning.  They were very generous with the facility.

The teachers received the all the materials and spent  the 
day learning how to use the aviation related curriculum. 
Jim, Norm and I sat in on many of the sessions. They 

started early in the morning and ended with a evening 
dinner and social event.

After one of the learning sessions, the teachers were 
given a special tour of the exhibits in the museum.  All 
were fascinated by the history there.

The day ended with a presentation to the participants and 
supporters. Jim and Angela Thompson thanked all those 
who made it possible, especially Dr. Lee J. Siudzinski, 
executive director of the Blue Sky Educational Foundation.  
Dr. Lee pushed hard to create and get  approval of the 
course curriculum. They also thanked the museum who 
will continue to support the future of the program.

Jim and Angela Thompson, the founders of the Blue Sky 
Foundation, stated “This official Dallas launch of Blue Sky 
Educational Foundation is an outgrowth of our vision to 
use aviation experiences to inspire young people to pursue 
careers in science, technology, engineering and math. We 
are delighted to introduce this curriculum to our hometown 
Dallas ISD and look forward to extending the program to 
many more school districts across the country.”

Superintendent  Mike Miles added “Engaging our younger 
students in aviation through STEM will spark a natural 
excitement and curiosity about flight  that could continue 
throughout their school career and beyond into adulthood.”

We also have our part  in this new program. The EAA is 
supporting the program by offering individual flights to 
inspire the teachers involved in the program.  At the end of 
the semester, the students who participated in the program 
will be offered the Young Eagle experience. So we will 
need your help to get to these goals.  We will need pilots, 
planes and people to assist in the ground operations. We 
can use people to stand around and talk about  aviation to 
the parents, teachers and kids.

We are the first school district  in the country to 
implement this new curriculum, and we can be a part  of it’s 
success. We will be the example.
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The proposed changes that were being 
discussed the past few years are now going 
into effect  on March 6, which coincides 
with the next publication of the DFW 
sectional and Terminal Area Chart.

The new design lowers the Class B floor 
in several sectors, redraws the northern 
boundary, and excludes a small section of 
airspace in the southwest  portion of the 
Class B surface area.

The drawings shown are the proposed 
changes.  Be sure to update your DFW 
charts published in March for the correct 
changes.

Area F- In the Addison area the floor 
drops to 2500 ft.  Even though it  has Class 
D airspace to 3000 ft, the ambiguity will be 
clarified on the new chart.

Area D - A new section East of RBD and 
south of White Rock Lake, that  area is 
lowered to 2000 ft. The contiguous section 
to the north is still 2500 ft.

Area I - A new section East of RBD and 
extends out  to Mesquite (HQZ) lowers the 
Class B down to 3000 ft.  We lost  1000 ft 
there.

Area M - One of the Western ring areas 
is redrawn. It  stays at 5000 ft, but does not 
extend to the Denton area anymore. The 
Denton area gets more airspace with a 4000 
ft floor.

Those are the changes that I noticed.  
AOPA mentions a change in the southwest 
portion, but  I didn’t  see any boundary 
changes there.

These changes are going to affect  quite a 
few of us.  They really reduce the amount 
of airspace the Addison tower gets to work 
with. Those of us that  fly around the Class 
B on the southeast corner now have to go 
lower or fly farther around.  It  entices me 
to use the Class B more.

There are quite a few changes coming on 
the next sectional, so be sure to update your 
charts, including those on you iPad and 
GPS devices. 

Spread the word around. We don’t  need a 
bunch of airspace incursions tagged to 
General Aviation.

DFW Airspace Changes
Michael Stephan
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The Mesquite Tower Now Operational

By Michael Stephan

Our field reporter, Jim Walters, reports that the new tower 
at  Mesquite Metro is now operational.  It  also has a new 
frequency. The CTAF and the tower frequency is changed 
to 120.30, which is not on the current chart.  You can find 
the frequency change in the NOTAM and on the AWOS, 
which is still 118.175.  However, I could not  find it 
corrected anywhere else.  Is should be current on the next 
published chart  released March 6.  That  is another reason 
for updating your charts.  That  also means your GPS 
database will need to be updated to show the changes.

In the battle of the towers, Mesquite beats Grand Prairie. 
Both started about  the same time, but  we are still operating 
out of the old tower.  The new tower at Grand Prairie looks 
finished, except for those ladders in the cab. I’ll have to fly 
to Mesquite and check out the new facility.

Upcoming Events
From funplacestofly.com 

Saturday, Feb 1, 2014 - 1st Saturday Coffee 
and Donuts Fly-or-Drive-IN! - McKinney, TX

Collin County Regional Airport (KTKI) 
Let's get together for some fellowship and fun. We're 

having Free Coffee and Donuts for everyone on the first 
Saturday of every month at  Chuck Roberts Hangar #2520 
in the McKinney Hangars Owners Association area 
(MOA). Let's gather at 9:00 am. You don't have to be a 
member to attend, so we'll see you there!!
Sunday Feb 12th - Saturday Feb 18th - 
Hawker Fury Spirit of Texas to be on display at 
Frontiers of Flight Museum - Dallas TX

Stewart  Dawson’s Reno Racer Spirit of Texas will be in 
the museum for the week of Feb 12 - 18.

972.380.8800  -  www.cavflight.org

VISIT  ONE  OF  THE  TOP  AVIATION  MUSEUMS
IN  THE  WORLD

WE  BRING  HISTORY  TO  LIFE

Mesquite Metro 
(HQZ)

AWOS 118.175

CTAF/Tower 120.30

http://www.funplacestofly.com/events/eventdetails.asp?EventID=15860
http://www.funplacestofly.com/events/eventdetails.asp?EventID=15860
http://www.funplacestofly.com/events/eventdetails.asp?EventID=15860
http://www.funplacestofly.com/events/eventdetails.asp?EventID=15860
http://www.funplacestofly.com/airportdetails.asp?id=KTKI
http://www.funplacestofly.com/airportdetails.asp?id=KTKI
http://www.funplacestofly.com/airportdetails.asp?id=KTKI
http://www.funplacestofly.com/airportdetails.asp?id=KTKI
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EAA CHAPTER 168 OFFICERS
President Michael Stephan
president@eaa168.org  
Vice President Norm Biron
vicepresident@eaa168.org 
Secretary Pete Miller
secretary@eaa168.org   
Treasurer Brad Roberts
treasurer@eaa168.org  

Flight Advisors
Mel Asberry metro   972-784-7544
n168tx@flytx.net
Michael Hoye  214-354-3638

Technical Counselors
Mel Asberry metro  972-784-7544
n168tx@flytx.net
Michael Stephan 214-232-2405
Michael Hoye 214-354-3638
Marvin Brott 214-726-9117
pmbrott@sbcglobal.net 

Membership
Michael Stephan  214-232-2405
mstephan@shr.net

Board of Directors

Associate Newsletter Editors
Marvin Brott  214-726-9117
pmbrott@sbcglobal.net
Michael Stephan  214-232-2405
mstephan@shr.net

Tool Custodian
Brad Roberts 214-351-0475

Safety Officer
Mel Asberry metro 972-784-7544
n168tx@flytx.net

Web site Editors
Pete Miller
Clay Romeiser

Young Eagles Coordinator
Jim Quinn  972-788-2593
Jquinn3@gmail.com

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from 
nonmembers will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, 
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience 
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to 
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this 
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.

Web site Address:   www.eaa168.org

For Sale: Slick Mags removed from o-360 Lycoming. 
#4371 impulse (366 hrs.) #4370 Non-Impulse (zero hrs.), 
includes spacer and harness, will need drive gear for 4370. 
4371 $300 - 4370 $750 OBF.  Marvin Brott 
pmbrott@sbcglobal.net  214-726-9117.

For Sale: Varieze
Cont O-200; 100 hours on overhaul.  1350 total time
$14.5k.  Leon Rausch 214-349-6024

For Sale: Garmin 296. $500 or best offer.
Bill Bracken 817-925-4699

Ann Asberry 
Mel Asberry
Bruce Fuller 
Frank Prokop 

Jim Caniff
Sam Cooper
Mark Merril
David Buono

For Sale: Corben Baby Ace, finished in 1976. Built  by my 
dad. Continental 65 hp manual start. Needs recovering and 
the engine should be overhauled, because it  has not been 
flown in several years. No radios and no navigation lights. 
Has disk brakes. Always hangered. Located in Greenville, 
TX. Will take the best offer above $8,500. Call or text 
405.209.6430.
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Classifieds 
 

For Sale: Sensenich fixed pitch aluminum prop setup for 
a O-360  (76" dia 65" pitch,  spacer and 12" dia.  spinner)  
Less  than  60hrs  since  installed  new.  $2750 
Bill Bracken 817-925-4699 
 
For  Sale:    Slick Mags removed  from O-360 Lycoming, 
#4371 Impulse (366 hrs), #4370 Non-Impulse (zero hrs), 
includes  spacer  and  harness,  will  need  drive  gear  for 
4370.      4371  $300  -  4370  $750    OBF      Marvin  Brott   
pmbrott@sbcglobal.net     214-726-9117 
 
For  Sale:  David  Clark  headset  TSO  $100.  Hydraulic 
Wing  jack  for RV aircraft  (RV Easy Lift  System). New 
condition – used once. $140. Tail dragger dragger for RV 
or  other  tail  wheel  aircraft.  $125.  Tools:  Pneumatic  and 
hand.  Just  about  enough  to  build  an  RV  or  other  sheet 
metal aircraft. 35 items, mostly from Avery Tools and all 
ready  to  work.  New  price  for  these  tools  is  more  than 
$1850. Sell for $700. Aircraft parts, 20-50% of cost: New 
UMA  suction  gauge  ,  electric  boost  pump,  tachometer, 
rod end bearings, aluminum tubing, Call or email for list 
and  prices.  George  Kilishek  (972)  250  2906  or 
s_kilishek@yahoo.com. 
 

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from nonmembers 
will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion. 
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Michael Hoye    972-771-8162 

sailntss@sbcglobal.net 
 

Technical Counselors 
Mel Asberry metro   

n168tx@flytx.net                   972-784-7544 
Don Christiansen    214-729-6187 
Marvin Brott  

pmbrott@sbcglobal.net        214-726-9117 
Michael Stephan                     214-232-2405 

Board of Directors 
Pete Miller                                 Glenn Snyder 
John Phillips                               Ann Asberry 

John Peyton                                  Sam Cooper 
Michael Stephan       Mel Asberry 
David Buono        

 
Associate Newsletter Editors 

Michael Stephan               
mstephan@shr.net                  214-232-2405 
David Buono 
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Advertising 
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Web Site Editors 
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Membership 

Michael Stephan 
mstephan@shr.net                214-232-2405 
Clay Romeiser   

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, 
format, and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and per
sonal experience accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and 
you are without recourse to anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, 
control or direction of any event (this includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there. 

Web Site Address 

www.eaa168.org 

For  Sale:    Granbury  Texas  Airpark  Home/Hanger  For 
Sale $269,900    - 3509 Nassau Ct., 76049    (Nassau Bay) 
Beautiful home with large hanger on Nassau Bay Airpark. 
Two  story  home with  enclosed  upstairs  patio,  two  sepa
rate  living areas,  iron/brick  fenced, covered RV parking. 
Hanger  is 50x34 and has 2 electric automatic doors with 
direct access to hanger from house. Well maintained and 
move  in  ready.  Website  with  pictures:  http://
mysite.verizon.net/resy4wnc/index.html          Owner: 
bob_myrick@me.com  or  214-729-2260        Realtor:  Pam 
Knieper at 817-243-8345 / pam@knieperteam.com 
 
For Sale:  Sensenich fixed pitch aluminum prop setup for 
a O 360 (76” dia 65” pitch, spacer and 12” dia. spinner). 
Less than 60hrs since installed new. LOWERED PRICE 
$1850 - Bill Bracken 817-925-4699 
 
For Sale:   Fiber Glass Cloth For Sale  Bi directional 8H 
satin  Weave  Aeronautics/Aerospace  grade,  13.3  mils 
thick, 50” wide, warp strength 562 lbf/in, fill strength 518 
lbf/in, 14.43oz/sqyd, compatible with all  resins,  in origi
nal  packaging  125  yard  rolls.   Comparable  price  at Air
craft  Spruce,  over  $9/yard.      $400  per  roll,  that’s  only 
$3.20  per  yard  to EAA members.   Cut  lengths $7/linear 
yard 50”wide with a $50 minimum.  Call Jim Carney 214-

763-6784. 
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For Sale: O-290D - No Logs - From a Piper Colt.  Been in 
storage for aproximately 10 years. Engine has generator/
mags. $3000.  Contact Bartie Coyle 972.682.9965
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New Member
Renewal
Info Change

Membership dues for EAA Dallas 
Chapter 168 are $20/year.

Make checks payable to EAA 
Chapter 168

Mail application to:
Brad Roberts
10716 St. Lazare Drive
Dallas, TX 75229-5346

National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
PO Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086

National EAA Membership:
(800) JOIN EAA (564-6322)
Phone (920) 426-4800
Fax: (920) 426-6761

Name

Copilot (spouse, friend, other)

Address

City ! State! Zip

Phone Home:! Work

email address

EAA # ! Exp date:
(Chapter 168 membership requires National EAA membership)

Pilot/A&P Ratings
I am interested in 
helping with: 
! Fly-Ins
! Programs
! Newsletter
! Young Eagles
! Officer

Plane, Projects (%complete)  and Interests:

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM

Experimental Aircraft Association
c/o Brad Roberts
10716 St. Lazare Drive
Dallas, TX 75229-5346


