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Nothing beats a good picnic in great 
weather, which is exactly what we had 
at  our Chapter picnic at Shortstop last 
month. Mel and Ann opened there 
doors (hangar doors)  again to us for an 
afternoon of fellowship and airplane 
discussions.

Although the airplanes were unable 
to park due to the previous weeks 
deluge, we had plenty to look at.

We also had plenty to eat.  This year 
featured pulled-pork from a local 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d m e m b e r s 
contributed side dishes and deserts to 
completely fill the buffet table. The 
food is so good it is hard no to go back 

for seconds and thirds.  We are blessed 
with talented cooks in the Chapter.

We thank Mel and Ann and all those 
who chipped in to make this another 
enjoyable event.  Can’t  wait till next 
year.
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June 3rd Chapter Meeting
The June Chapter meeting 

will be on Tues June 3rd 
at  the Farmers Branch 
Library, located on the 
northwest  corner of 
Webb Chapel and 
Golfing Green Dr. The 
meeting will be held in 
the auditorium and 
begin at 6:30 p.m. with 
socializing and coffee. 
The program will begin 
promptly at 7 p.m. and 
finish by 9:00 p.m.

This month’s presentation will be 
Wayne Sandifer, who is a balloon pilot. He owns and flies 
the Re/Max Balloon that lives at Grand Prairie airport.

I know little about balloon flying, so this presentation will 
be a look at a different side of aviation.

This should be an interesting presentation.  We hope to 
see you there.

June 7th Chapter Fly-In
By Michael Stephan

This month on June 7th we travel to the Pancake 
breakfast at Midway Airport (JWY) in Midloathian.  The 
event  is open to the public and includes biplane rides, 
simulator flights, fly-bys, a car show, live music, and 
pancakes.  It is the best breakfast fly-in in the Metroplex.

It  starts early in the morning and you can stay as long as 
you want.  I plan to get there early and stay until the fun 
runs out, rain or shine. I will have my propcard on and be 
by the airplane to answer questions from the locals.  I get  to 
be part of the show.  I may even do a fly-by or two (they 
don’t have a control tower).

It is a good time.  I hope to see you there.

June 28th AeroCountry Visit
By Michael Stephan

On June 28th, we will travel up to AeroCountry airport in 
McKinney to visit our members up there. Marvin Brott  will 
host us in his hangar on Rearwin Drive. 

Marvin and Ken Krebaum have a hangar full of beautiful 
vehicles, some of them are airplanes. Also, David and Alina 
Buono are building a house there. We have many friends 
that hangar there and it will be fun to visit with them

We will get started around 9:30 and it usually lasts till 
lunch.

We will see you there.

June 10th Board Meeting
The next  BOD meeting will be held on Tuesday June 10th 

at  the Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM. The 
minutes from the May BOD meeting recorded by Pete 
Miller are as follows:

Officers, Directors, and Members in Attendance: Michael 
Stephan, Norm Biron, Brad Roberts, Pete Miller, Frank 
Prokop, Sam Cooper, Mel Asberry, Ann Asberry, Jim 
Canniff.

GENERAL MEETING, SPEAKER / SUBJECT
June 3: Wayne Sandifer and flying the Remax Balloon 
July 1: TBD

CHAPTER FLY OUT
June 7: Midway Regional Pancake Breakfast (KJWY)

MONTHLY SOCIAL GATHERING
June 28: AeroCountry (Marvin Brott’s Hangar)

TREASURER REPORT
Brad presented the Treasurer’s Report  for April. There were 
5 membership renewals and 1 new member.

YOUNG EAGLES
Michael discussed upcoming Young Eagles events:
• June 6: Blue Skies Party at Frontiers of Flight Museum 
• June 14: Ace Academy YE event 
• July 12: Frontiers of Flight camp 

 

Office: 972.735.9099
Mobile: 972.816.8169

sam.huff@ussportaircraft.com
4700 Airport Pkwy
Addison, TX 75001
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US Sport  Aircraft 
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Sales Manager
www.ussportaircraft.com
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We have several Young Eagle events coming up this 
month.

First is the Blues Skies end of semester celebration at  the 
Frontiers  of Flight Museum on Friday June 6th.  This is 
not a flying event or a Chapter function, but is the reward 
for the students who finished the STEM aviation 
curriculum last semester.  Some of us will be there to 
register Young Eagles for a future ride as part  of the 
reward.

We will schedule those rides in future weekends at  Dallas 
Executive Airport.

The next  is a Young Eagles event on Sat, June 14th  at  the 
Vintage Flying Museum (Meacham Field) at  the end of 
the Ace Academy Camp.  We have flown this group every 
year for the past  several years.  It  is  a very motivated older 
group of about 25 kids.

We start early and end before it  gets hot.  If you are 
interested in volunteering as a pilot, contact Jim Quinn at 
EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com for the required 
details.  The pilot briefing is early and we usually get  flying 
at  about 8:30 to 9:00.  If you are interested in helping me 
on the ground, just  show up.  The arrangement there does 
not require a bunch of ramp work, but  it  always helps to be 
able to talk with the kids and parents about  what  the EAA 
and what we do as a part of General Aviation.

The last  event to mention is on Sat July 12th at  the 
Frontiers  of Flight Museum.  They also are hosting a 
week-long camp and would like us to give their campers a 
Young Eagle experience.  This will be the first year for this 
group, so I don’t  know exactly what to expect. From what I 
understand, it will be similar to the Ace Academy event.

We will fly them out  of Love Field, and Jim has agreed to 
work out all the details for the pilots to make it  an easy in 
an out traffic situation.  Should be unique and interesting.

Since it is still in the heat of the summer, I’m sure we will 
get started early so we can finish early. Since this is our 
first  time there, it would be nice to have as much help as we 
can get, just to keep Jim and me from getting overwhelmed.

This is going to be a busy next few months in the Young 
Eagles program.  So if you have time, come on out and join 
in.  Jim produces very organized events and the numbers of 
kids are small enough that  it  doesn’t  last into the heat  of the 
day.  The group of parents and kids is small enough where 
we can get  a little one-on-one time with the participants. In 
a world were we need to encourage new pilots, this is an 
opportunity to get  quality time with those showing an 
interest.

If these events were not rewarding, you would not  have 
Jim, and myself volunteering for over 14 years.  We have 
also added Norm Biron as a major contributor (I refer to 
him as the assistant Young Eagles Coordinator).  We also 
have a steady list  of pilots who are eager to fly.  So, come 
on out and find out why our events are so much fun.

From the President’s Desk
By Michael Stephan

AirVenture is inching closer, and it  is time to start finalizing those plans and shining up 
those planes.
First, I would like to thank Mel and Ann for hosting another great  picnic. As in the past, 
everything was excellent.  Great fun. I look forward to next year.
In this issue, we step aside from the usual and turn to our own AeroCountry think-tank of 
Marvin Brott  and Ken Krebaum to discuss the future and the past.  The dwindling pilot 
population is an issue we have confronted since the creation of the Young Eagles program 
nearly 25 years ago. I’m sure this won’t be the final word, but it  is a closer look at  the 
situation. Feel free join in the conversation.

We have several Young Eagle events this month, and I encourage anyone to come out  and help, even if that  is just talking 
with the kids and parents.  Also, our Chapter Fly-In is the breakfast  at Midway airport in Midloathian on June 7th.  I know 
this is a good distance for most, but I have been to several of these, and it  is a very unique event.  The Airport opens it’s 
doors to the general public and it is always well attended.  Even with the low ceilings of last  year, it was still very 
crowded. I hope to see many of you there.  I will be there rain or shine.

....lets go flying!

Upcoming Young Eagles Events
By Michael Stephan

mailto:EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com
mailto:EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com
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"Don't let it be forgotten, that once there was a time, for 
one brief shining moment, that was known as The Golden 
Age of General Aviation”. Of course these slightly 
modified lyrics are from the musical Camelot.   And 
everyone is questioning whether there will ever be another 
golden age or maybe it  will never be that way again.  Ken 
Krebaum and I have spent a lot of time considering this 
topic since his “Last Pilot” article.  Unfortunately we have 
the generic-sounding name “General Aviation” which 
includes a hodgepodge of everything but  military and 
scheduled airlines. But personal or recreational aviation is 
the subject  of our interest.  In the March issue of Hangar 
Echoes, Michael took a picture of Jeff Skiles who was on 
his EAA Grassroots tour.  In the back ground were the 
words, “Creating the Next  Generation of Aviators”.  There 
is considerable discussion about  the past  and what should 
be the direction for the future.  Therefore, I would like to 
look at GA’s shining moment, how things have changed, 
and finally take a positive look at the future.  

But  first, let’s look at  that brief moment.  It started right 
after WW II and continued for at  least four decades before 
a downward trend started.   Ken and I have been witness to 
nearly all of these decades starting as kids hanging out  at 
the airport  and then starting our flying days in the early 
1970s.  So let’s take a trip down memory lane and look at 
two “how it was” pictures that  were part  of our early days.  
Flying clubs, which provided outstanding training and 
aircraft  for week long trips, were very prevalent.  Many 
large companies had flying clubs and for Ken and me, it 
was the Texas Instruments flying club. We were located at 
Addison with over 100 club members.  There were six 
Cessna 150s, four 172s and a Mooney.  In 1968 the C150s 
rented for $6/hour wet plus, if an instructor was needed, an 
additional $6 dollars.  The C172s went for nine dollars.  It 
was not uncommon to be flying a Cessna with less than a 
hundred hours.  In 1975, Ken and I sought our own plane 
so we bought  a beautiful 1968 Cessna 177 Cardinal.  The 
cost  was $10K and the total time was 400 hours.  It  had 
wonderful flight  characteristics, was very roomy and the 
best  looking airplane Cessna ever built.  In 1981, we 
bought a 1967 Mooney Executive with 600 hours for $21K.  

The second “how it  was” picture illustrates what  it was 
like to make a cross country flight.  During the 1970s and 
80s we flew to Broken Bow (pop ~5000), Nebraska 
virtually every 4th of July.  The final leg was on an 
outbound Kearney VOR radial for a given time with the 
hope that  we would arrive over Broken Bow.  Later with 
the Mooney’s ADF we flew directly to the Broken Bow via 
local AM radio station.  The airport manager would meet us 
and gas the airplane while we went into the terminal lounge 
area.  They would park us on the ramp with five to eight 
other visiting aircraft. If the weather was bad the airplane 
went into a hangar at no cost.   

When thinking about “how it was”, I am sure you can see 
the transformation that  has taken place.  There is a 
shrinking and fading general aviation.  Today the picture of 
a 4th of July at  Broken Bow is completely different.  There 
is no airport  manager, the terminal is unattended, there are 
no airplanes parked on the ramp, and only self service gas 
is available.  The next thing that  jumps out  is the cost  of 
flying.  Granted, we made a lot  less money 40 years ago but 
two TI junior engineers thought  nothing of learning to fly 
and owning an airplane.  

As a reference point  let’s define 1978 as the best  for all 
things General Aviation. This was the year single-engine 
piston aircraft deliveries peaked at  14,398.  Five years later, 
total single engine production was about 450 shipments and 
has continued at  about this rate for the past  36 years.  This 
is an incredible a 97% decrease.  There were more than 450 
1968 Cardinals produced in 1968 and twice as many 
Skyhawks.

In 1978 the club was buying Cessna 172s for about  $32K.  
In today’s dollars (inflation-adjusted) that C172 should be 
$113K.  But  now consider this.  Today that  C172 is near 
$300K instead of $113K. Granted, today’s 172 have a more 
powerful engine, a Garmin G1000 and other improvements, 
yet it is still a 172.  From the table we have two inflation 
factors to consider.  First is monetary inflation, measured 
by the consumer price  index, which is now 3.6 times 
higher than in 1978. The second is aviation-specific 
inflation due to very low volume, increased liability costs, 
increased regulation, and fewer hours flown.  In addition to 
monetary inflation, aviation-specific inflation has increased 
costs by a factor of 2.2 since 1978. 

The resulting cost  of aviation is the product  of these two 
inflation factors. Hence GA costs rose by a factor of about 
8 compared with our normal consumer goods (3.6).   The 
table shows the rental rates for flying clubs and commercial 
flight  schools.  Fuel is one of the most easily understood 
costs to flying since you are reminded at every fill up.  In 
1978 Avgas was $0.67 cents ($2.43 inflation-adjusted) but 
now it  is about $5.25 (lower cost airports).  And Avgas 
shipments have dropped in half since 1978.  The current 
situation for 100LL is both confusing and discouraging as 
to what the future holds.  Therefore, as the costs go up the 
flight hours per year drop.  

General Aviation’s Shining Moment
By Marvin Brott
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So what caused this drop and what have been the 
ramifications?  The causes are assorted but  mostly center 
around demand and costs.  For years learning to fly under 
the GI bill fueled a GA training boom but benefits ended in 
the late 1970s.   Leading up to 1978 the manufactures 
created a finished inventory bubble that demand could not 
handled.  As production was lower the economy-of-scale 
became a problem as fixed costs defrayed over a smaller 
number of planes drove the unit cost way up.  These costs 
are there whether you build 1 or 1,000 planes.   And by 
1984 the fixed cost  of just product liability was a critical 
issue. Liability insurance was about  $70K to $110K per 
plane.  If you remember, Piper had lawsuits for J-3s built in 
the 1930s.  As the costs went up and production was going 
down, new airplanes could not  be justified.  Another 
unintended cause to the downward trend came with the 
1978 airline deregulation act.  As airline ticket prices came 
down the demand for piston aircraft declined.  In a free 
market this is what happens with a competitive alternative.  
Cessna stopped production in 1986 and resumed in 1994 
only after the Aviation Revitalization Act (18 year liability 
limit) was passed.  The major ramification of this decline is 
that we now have a fleet  of high time airplanes.  The 
average age is 40 years.  

As the overall fleet  of aircraft  has grown old, the long-
established Cessna 150 trainer has had no suitable 
replacement  appear.  In a recent  AVweb, Jason Blair 
presented an article entitled: LSA, We Took the Wrong 
Road.  In summary, he believes GA made a bad choice 
when it took the road toward Light Sport.  Intentions were 
that the Cessna 150 would be replaced, but  LSA limitations 
(useful load, expected cost nearly doubled, durability, and 
other issues) meant  the training community moved to older 
C172s, hence driving up training costs.  If the regulatory 
driven FAA wanted to see safe, affordable, and 
comprehensive training plane, they could give the green 
light to a couple of trainers just “waiting in the wings”.  I 
suggest  the Vans Aircraft  RV 9A and Glasair GlaStar 
variants?  But  obviously the FAA would need to change the 
certification process and instructor limitations.  Yet  with 
respect to the LSA experience, it  has had significant 
benefits based on their success with aircraft  certification 
and the driver’s license medical. The hope is that this 

history can influence the future for all of recreational 
aviation.  Especially the 3rd class medical issue.  

A summation of all cost  factors is shown in Ken’s “Last 
Pilot” article with the graph entitled, Aviation per Dollar 
over Time.    For each constant inflation-adjusted dollar 
(CPI), we are getting only 30 to 40% of the aviation we 
were getting 40 years ago.  So the downward curve to 30% 
is really the inflation of aviation mainly due to planes and 
gas. That declining dollar for a given unit  of flying is the 
root-source for a shrinking general aviation. This is the 
shared conclusion by all who have studied the problem.  

Let’s venture into another area associated with the subject 
of “Creating the Next  Generation of Aviators”.  If we want 
to understand more about  the shrinking of aviation, we 
might  give up on economics and turn to melodrama.  Years 
ago when we were kids it  was a time of continues 
melodrama with airplanes, cars and motorcycles.  Last  year, 
Ken made reference to this in his “Last Pilot” article.  It is 
well know that early experiences have a profound effect  on 
later adult  behavior, sometimes called imprinting.   I 
remember asking Dick Cavin of the Greatest Generation 
what compelled him to pursue a life of aviation.  His 
answer was the memories of his hero Charles Lindbergh. 
For Dick’s generation the 1930s represented the “Golden 
Age of Aviation” where there were many heroes breaking 
records racing.  It  should be remembered that the Cleveland 
Air Races were as big or bigger than today’s Super Bowl.  
Ken and I represent  later generations so our heroes were 
Chuck Yeager (Glamorous Glennis X 1) and Scott 
Crossfield (North American X-15) plus the aviation heroes 
of WW II.   During those impressionable days I was going 
to hero movies: 1954 John Wayne in The High and the 
Mighty, 1954 William Holden in The Bridges of Toto-Ri, 
and 1955 Jimmy Stewart  in Strategic Air Command.  We 
were also building airplane models as fast  our lawn 
mowing jobs would allow.  If we weren’t building models, 
we were riding our bicycles fantasizing about  being P 51 
pilots escorting B 17s into Europe.  The May issue of 
AOPA Pilot has an article entitled, A Plane Crazy America 
which goes into the mass appeal that aviation had on us.  
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The bottom line, aviators were considered highly cool and 
accomplished people in those days. Since I was totally an 
aviation kid, that first penny-a-pound ride in a 1949 
Bonanza was something I still remember today.  It  was 
exciting yet I was already living the melodrama.  It wasn’t 
just another amusement park ride.  

Once you have your aviation heroes, nothing promotes 
aviation more than physically taking part  in it.  Look at the 
picture of the kid (bicycle just outside hangar) checking out 
the Cessna.    It’s sad but today’s local airports are not  kid 
friendly.  The threatening “you will be prosecuted” sign 
hangs on most airport fences.  After taking this picture at 
McKinney National Airport (new name) I went  into the 
FBO an asked if I could sometime take my grandkids out 
on the flight line to look at the airplanes.  The response 
was, “no but  Aero Country on the other side of town is a 
friendly airport  for kids”.   Believe me, it  really did happen.    
Watch the movie One Six Right by Brian Terwilliger which 
celebrates the romance of aviation through the eyes of a 
friendly airport icon: Van Nuys Airport  in California.  
Airport managers would see in this movie where they need 
to take action in resolving today’s security driven 
unfriendly airport environment.  Also they should take into 
account any cost  driven lack of interest  in recreational 
aviation.

Today’s young people have not been exposed to aviation’s 
impressions.  In fact  many have become sick and tired of 
airplanes as their impressions are of being stuck in the 
confines of a silver tube. Over the years the airplane has 
ceased to be an object of desire and has almost  completely 
lost  its aura of adventure.  After 100 years of aviation 
growth and excitement, the airplanes for many has just 
became an appliance.  Also, they are not free-range kids 
(don’t  ride their bicycles to the airport) and they have other 
things on their minds from social media, to superheroes.  
Their melodrama typically does not involve the real world.  
Therefore, for our younger generation it’s a tragic loss or 
maybe it’s just a different romance.

The above considerations (cost  and appeal) all add up to 
the final declining curve taken from Ken’s article.  It shows 
the number of active pilots falling dramatically.  It  is down 
by 45%, or 55% of what  it was in 1980.  Active pilots are 
probably really down more than 45% since FAA records 
are suspect  and the number of hours flown yearly has taken 

a bigger drop.  An MIT survey 
of 1250 pilots listed cost 
followed by medical issues as 
the top two reasons for giving up 
their active pilot status. 

So what  can be concluded 
when reflecting on all these 
changes in general aviation?  
Maybe it  can be summed up by 
paraphrasing that famous quote, 
"there'll never be another 1978 
moment in aviation again … it 
will never be that way again".   
Let’s not get hung up on trying 
to get back to 1978.  Aviation is not dying, it’s changing. It 
is how things work in all aspects of life. Therefore we need 
to apply the past experiences to purposefully drive the 
future.  Minimize going down wrong roads and hopefully 
have good ideas that  will give us many decades of aviation 
enjoyment.  

We need to remember that Private Aviation’s situation is 
not unique.  For example, a topic within the PGA is how to 
reverse the slow decline in the number of golfers.  They 
have also had similarly well-though-out  initiatives like 
some of ours that  largely had little impact.  Their 
descending curve for the last  8 years shows that the number 
of golf courses is going down.  For 2013, 1575 closed and 
14 opened.  I mention this because we may be able to learn 
something from them.  Many of the words in the book, 
Golf is Dying. Does Anybody Care?, by Pat  Gallagher, 
sound very familiar to our situation.   The FAA is 
fortunately not regulating how we play golf or requiring a 
3rd class medical. 

Aviation is not dying.  We need to adapt and change with 
the times.  With respect to the Does Anybody Care 
question, the answered is “yes”.  Part of the change is how 
we and others (FAA) look at our flying.  Many think 
General Aviation exists only for commercial purposes. 
Therefore we must make it  clear to the nation that  personal/
recreational aviation is an important but  very distinct  part 
of GA.  Now consider this: nothing recreational oriented is 
as expensive or as regulated as personal aviation.  Our link 
to GA’s need-for-commercial airplanes may be hurting us, 
especially when working with the FAA.  Jack Pelton’s 
commentary entitled “EAA and Personal Aviation” in the 
May 2014 issue of Sport Aviation said it  best.  “So what we 
at  EAA are asking is for personal flying to be treated the 
same as other private activates.  We are not  offering or 
airplane for public transportation, the risks of private flying 
just  like private boating or a private residence are our own, 
and we can deal with them.”  AOPA and EAA appreciate 
the situation and both have proposed a number of initiatives 
to the FAA. The 3rd class medical exemption is the best 
example.  Another is reforming the Part  23 certification 
process that currently discourages any new aircraft designs.  
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But another answer to the Does Anybody Care question 
could be “no”, at  least it seems that way for the FAA.  Their 
bureaucracy and need to control recreational aviation is the 
explanation for much of the downward spiral.  It’s difficult 
because they hold the biggest  key to unlocking a future for 
growth.  A big issue is they work so slow that  decades go 
by as NextGen is now being called PastGen. Frustrations 
ride high for everyone.  AOPA/EAA has made the 3rd class 
medical their top priority yet  due to the FAA’s inaction our 
elected representatives had to get involved with House 
(H.R.3708) and Senate (S.2103) bills.  And I hate to see 
some of our aviation leaders, such as the AME and LSA 
contingencies arguing to protect their 3rd class turf.

There is much to be excited about when considering 
recreational flying (experimentals, aerobatics, warbirds, 
vintage, classic, contemporary aircraft).  The cost  to buy 
and operate used aircraft  is not  much more than it was 20 
years ago.   What if the FAA gave older certified aircraft  a 
new recreational classification?   We would have something 
equivalent  to the classic car world.  The restoration and 
modification business for these airplanes could be 
enormous.  Just  look at  the huge support  businesses at 
AirVenture that provide all kinds of items for homebuilts.  
The classic recreational aircraft  support opportunities 
would be terrific. I remember Chapter 168 aviation 
hobbyist  Owen Bruce relating wild stories about  the 
required help he got from the FAA in the restoration of his 
1948 Luscombe.  The wild FAA stories would cease.  

There are some really great  things that have happened in 
the last 60 years.  During all this time, essentially the 51% 
rule still governs homebuilts. Protecting that rule was 
EAA’s number one priority.  With minimal FAA 
involvement, the homebuilt  movement  grew beyond 
everyone’s wildness imagination.  Who would have 
guessed that  over time the simple Volksplane would morph 
into a pressurized turboprop Lancair Evolution?  Who 
would have guessed that  Vans Aircraft would be so 
successful that  we would have 8,629 completed RVs?  And 
who would have guessed that  the sweeping changes of the 
Digital Revolution would have so influenced our flying?  It 
gave us better airplane kits (cost, quality, labor) and 
incredible avionics (glass panel, autopilot, GPS, in flight 
weather, etc.).  Consider the Vans Aircraft digital story.  
The following table lists the mentioned changes that would 

significantly brighten the future for personal / recreational 
aviation.  And I hope you have a good feeling that  EAA and 
AOPA will be working their magic with guiding the FAA 
and promoting personal/recreational aviation.  

Now reflect  on this very positive but also somewhat 
frightening thought.  We may agonize over rising costs and 
be frustrated with the FAA but we need to feel blessed as 
our freedom to fly is still intact.  Other countries either 
have or are in the process of taxing or regulating personal 
aviation to the point of extinction.  

Another positive are the social aspects of recreational 
flying.  Sometimes it  almost seems like involvement in 
aviation is a mean-to-an-end for the social benefits.  For 
many of us, a large majority of our friends are from the 
flying community.  As Mel Asberry said many years ago, 
when you decide on the airplane to build you inadvertently 
selected your friends.  

When I saw this group photo of David and Alina Buono 
(4th and 5th from right) on their trip to the Caribbean, it 
seemed like everything connected.  It was taken at  Provo 
the international gateway to the Turks and Caicos Islands.  
Check the looks of adventure.  Check out the two capable 
RVs facing each other in the background.    Think about  the 
social ties for this group.  And you have got  to believe they 
are really enjoying a very fine shining moment in aviation.     

Changes for Personal/Recreational Aviation

Support Actions for Family Friendly Airports

Eliminate the 3rd Class medical

Reform the Part 23 Certification Process

Transition Older Certified Airplanes to New 
Recreational Classification

A wide-Range Solution for the future of 100LL Fuel
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Our Heroes Have Always Been Pilots
Aviation heroes and their effect on general aviation.  
Where is Sky King when we need him?

By Ken Krebaum

It’s all about the importance, 
even the necessity, of hero 
worship.  "Society is founded on 
hero worship," the 19th-century 
historian Thomas Carlyle wrote.  
This is especially important  for 
kids.  Their heroes help define the 
extent  of their aspirations, goals, 
and life-long interests.  We define 
our ideals by the heroes we 
choose and eventually those 
ideals define us.  Heroes represent 
what we could become. Their qualities are potentially our 
qualities.  Hero worship is not about  the hero, but  how it 
shapes us.

True heroes are 
risk-takers who don’t 
h e s i t a t e t o p u t 
themselves in danger 
to accompl i sh a 
mission.  They thrive 
on adventure.  We 
admire this, since for 
mos t o f us t rue 
adventure is not fun 

while it’s happening.  Risk and adventure are two sides of 
the same coin.  But we can live and relive these adventures 
vicariously through our heroes and the books, movies, and 
documentaries of their exploits.

In the last  century, a kid 
didn’t have to look far to 
find a hero to emulate.  He 
just  had to look up into the 
sky.  There was a constant 
stream of aviation heroes to 
worship.  Heroes doing risky 
things with a new and 
romantic technology.  The 
pioneers and dare devils of the first ten years of flight.  

World War I pilots such as Eddie 
Rickenbacker.  The barnstormers 
of the 1920’s .  Char les 
Lindbergh  (the greatest  aviation 
hero).  The air racers of the 
1930’s.  The fighter and bomber 
pilots of World War II (the 
greatest number of heroes).  The 
Korean War pilots. The X-plane 
pilots of the late 1940’s and 
1950’s. And the astronauts of the 
1960’s.
With an addiction facilitated by 
the model airplane cartel, kids of 

this era emulated with a passion.  Whoever the hero might 
be, there was a balsa or plastic model of the plane he flew.  
Something a kid could hold in his hand and picture himself 
i n a c t s o f a v i a t i o n 
adventure and heroism.

Back then, through 
general aviation, kids 
could look forward to 
something fantast ic .  
They could do exactly 
the same thing their 
heroes did - fly a REAL 
A I R P L A N E !  N o 
kidding.  Not a model, 
not a simulator, a REAL 
AIRPLANE!  People 

6911 Lemmon Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75209
(214) 350-3600

Monday – Saturday: 10am to 5pm
Sunday: 1pm to 5pm

www.flightmuseum.com

@FrontofFlight

http://www.flightmuseum.com
http://www.flightmuseum.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=K4MekWYO_5WtiM&tbnid=UWh_4V9fH8hvHM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/famous/Charles_Lindbergh.png.html&ei=bEN9U9b1FMjm8QHJkYCIBQ&bvm=bv.67229260,d.b2U&psig=AFQjCNFIIQedtn530MFJcLGrkEmEX6msLg&ust=1400804547132710
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=K4MekWYO_5WtiM&tbnid=UWh_4V9fH8hvHM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/famous/Charles_Lindbergh.png.html&ei=bEN9U9b1FMjm8QHJkYCIBQ&bvm=bv.67229260,d.b2U&psig=AFQjCNFIIQedtn530MFJcLGrkEmEX6msLg&ust=1400804547132710
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=K4MekWYO_5WtiM&tbnid=UWh_4V9fH8hvHM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/famous/Charles_Lindbergh.png.html&ei=bEN9U9b1FMjm8QHJkYCIBQ&bvm=bv.67229260,d.b2U&psig=AFQjCNFIIQedtn530MFJcLGrkEmEX6msLg&ust=1400804547132710
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were doing it all the 
time. Not just  Air 
Force pilots and airline 
pilots. An average guy, 
if he worked at it, 
could get  a pilot’s 
l i cense and f ly a 
REAL AIRPLANE!  
He might even fly a 
P-51 someday.  Just 
like his WWII heroes.  
Intoxicating.

And a lot  of guys thought that way and did just that.  
And by becoming pilots and buying and flying aircraft 
they were fundamental in the growth of general aviation 
in 1950’s, 60’s, and 70’s.

And the seed for all this?  Hero worship.  Where and who 
a r e t o d a y ’s a v i a t i o n 
heroes?  

Some pin their hopes on 
NASA.  But this now leads 
nowhere.  Since the last 
moon mission in 1972 the 
very survival of NASA has 
required taking the heroes 
out of manned space flight.  
Our culture became one of 
trading our freedoms for 
the promise of more 
security. The only way 
NASA could exist  over the 
long term (and maintain 
funding) was to minimize 
risk to human life.  And 
minimizing risk minimizes the opportunities for heroism.

The real excitement in space exploration has been in the 
Mars, comet, and asteroid missions.  All unmanned and 
robotic, which is the only practical way to do interplanetary 
and deep space exploration.  Zero risk to human life.  But 
with no men, there can be no heroes.  And NASA is now 
pretty much out of the manned space flight business. 

This is also the future for aircraft.  Unmanned aircraft are 
here to stay.  We are very close to not  needing (or wanting) 
human pilots for military and commercial aircraft.  This 
year’s Collier Trophy was awarded to the Boeing X-47B, 
the first unmanned, autonomous aircraft to operate from an 
aircraft  carrier.  The X-47B could not  to attend the award 
ceremony (this will be fixed in Version 
2.0).  No pilots, no heroes, no 
inspiration, nothing to emulate.

So where does this leave us?  The 
environment  that created the aviation 
heroes of the last  century no longer 
exists and cannot be re-created.  

Maybe a new approach could be 
similar to that  which creates sports and 
auto racing heroes.  If NASCAR can 
create an enthusiastic fan base using 60 year old 
automobile technology, imagine what  we could accomplish 
using general aviation’s 60 year old technology.  The Red 
Bull air races are a start.  If there were enough fan interest 
(interest  = money) to create a variety of aviation 
competitions, similar to auto racing, we might see a new 
generation of aviation heroes emerge. But interest  in 
aviation may have declined well below the critical mass 
needed for this to happen.  And there is a danger in trying 
to manufacture heroes: more hype than heroism.

Are aviation heroes gone forever? What do you think?
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Upcoming Events
From funplacestofly.com 

Saturday, June 7 — McKinney, TX.

1st Saturday Coffee and Donut Fly-in 

Let's get together for some fellowship and fun. We're 
having Free coffee and donuts for everyone on the first 
Saturday of every month at  Chuck Roberts Hangar 2520 in 
the McKinney Hangars Association area at the McKinney 
National Airport  TKI McKinney, TX. Let's gather at 9:00 
am. You don't have to be a member to attend. Fly-ins can 
ask the tower for directions to the MHOA Hangers.

Saturday, June 7 — Midlothian/Waxahachie.

Pancake Breakfast Fly-In -  Mid-Way Regional 
Airport (JWY) 

http://www.mid-wayregional.com
Classic Airplanes, Open Cockpit Biplane Rides, Full 

Motion Simulator Instructional Flights, Helicopter Rides, 
Fly-Overs, Midlothian Classic Wheels, Gold Wing Road 
Riders, Live Music and Children's Activities. Breakfast 
Tickets: Adults Children 8 and over $6, Children under 8 
$3 Contact: Tammy 972-923-0080

Saturday June 14th - Denton, TX

Denton Airshow - Denton Airport (DTO)

http://denton.schultzairshows.com/
Come see what's happening at  the Denton Enterprise 

Airport.  One of the fastest  growing Airports in North 
America! Small town Airshow with Big Time Talent!   Our 
Airshow is over 2 hours long and features dozens of aircraft 
on display as well as in the Air!

Tickets: $10/Adults   Kids under 6  FREE!
Come meet  the pilots at the "Breakfast with the Pilots" on 

Saturday at 8:30am.      Cost:  $4 / person

Thursday - Sunday, Jun 19-22, 2014 — 
Quinlan, TX. - (53 miles)
The Dog Days of Summer Fly-In - http://
www.t14airport.com Rockin' M Airport (T14) 

Make your plans to attend the annual Dog Days of 
Summer Fly-In at  the Rockin' M Airport. We're planning a 
HUGE shindig this year. As always, the public is invited. 
Come, camp out  and karaoke with us through the night. 
Late night movies every evening. All proceeds go to 
support  our local charities. Come and camp out  with us or 
fly in for the day. See ya there! Contact: Walt  Meziere 
214-906-7264, walt@t14airport.com

Saturday, Jun 28, 2014 — Shady Shores, TX.

Hidden Valley Airpark Fly-in Breakfast (5TXO) 

http://hiddenvalleyairpark.org/httpdocs/hva_flyin.htm 
Join the residents of Hidden Valley Airpark for a pancake 

breakfast and tour of the community on June 28, 2014. We 
will have food and drinks for breakfast from 8:30 AM to 
11:30. There will be plenty of time for hangar flying while 
you eat, and if you desire, we will give you a golf cart tour 
of the community so that  you can see what Hidden Valley 
Airpark is all about. Hidden Valley Airpark 5TX0 has an 
asphalt 2,650 x 35 foot  runway surrounded by beautiful 
homes and open space. If you are someone that has always 
wondered what it  is like to live in a residential airpark 
community or just  wondered what is behind that fence 
along Shady Shores road, June 28th is your chance to find 
out. Visit  our web site at http://hiddenvalleyairpark.org and 
then make plans to fly or drive to 5TX0 and find out  what it 
is like to live at Hidden Valley Airpark. Our roads are 
shared taxiways, aircraft  have the right-of-way at  all times. 
All Aviation Enthusiasts and visitors are Welcome! 
C o n t a c t : S t e v e A u g h i n b a u g h 9 7 2 - 9 8 9 - 6 7 7 0 , 
steve@aughinbaugh.org

972.380.8800  -  www.cavflight.org

VISIT  ONE  OF  THE  TOP  AVIATION  MUSEUMS
IN  THE  WORLD

WE  BRING  HISTORY  TO  LIFE

http://maps.google.com/maps?output=html&q=McKinney%2C+TX
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http://maps.google.com/maps?output=html&q=Midlothian%2FWaxahachie%2C+TX
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http://www.mid-wayregional.com/
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http://denton.schultzairshows.com
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http://www.funplacestofly.com/events/eventdetails.asp?EventID=16151
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http://www.t14airport.com/
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http://www.t14airport.com/
http://www.funplacestofly.com/airportdetails.asp?id=T14
http://www.funplacestofly.com/airportdetails.asp?id=T14
mailto:walt@t14airport.com
mailto:walt@t14airport.com
http://maps.google.com/maps?output=html&q=Shady+Shores%2C+TX
http://maps.google.com/maps?output=html&q=Shady+Shores%2C+TX
http://www.funplacestofly.com/events/eventdetails.asp?EventID=16516
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http://hiddenvalleyairpark.org/httpdocs/hva_flyin.htm
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To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from 
nonmembers will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, 
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience 
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to 
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this 
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.

Web site Address:   www.eaa168.org

For Sale: Varieze
Cont O-200; 100 hours on overhaul.  1350 total time
$14.5k.  Leon Rausch 214-349-6024

For Sale: Garmin 296. $500 or best offer.
Bill Bracken 817-925-4699

Ann Asberry 
Mel Asberry
Bruce Fuller 
Frank Prokop 

Jim Caniff
Sam Cooper
Chris Smith
David Buono

For Sale: Corben Baby Ace, finished in 1976. Built  by my 
dad. Continental 65 hp manual start. Needs recovering and 
the engine should be overhauled, because it  has not been 
flown in several years. No radios and no navigation lights. 
Has disk brakes. Always hangered. Located in Greenville, 
TX. Will take the best offer above $8,500. Call or text 
405.209.6430.
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For Sale: Sensenich fixed pitch aluminum prop setup for 
a O-360  (76" dia 65" pitch,  spacer and 12" dia.  spinner)  
Less  than  60hrs  since  installed  new.  $2750 
Bill Bracken 817-925-4699 
 
For  Sale:    Slick Mags removed  from O-360 Lycoming, 
#4371 Impulse (366 hrs), #4370 Non-Impulse (zero hrs), 
includes  spacer  and  harness,  will  need  drive  gear  for 
4370.      4371  $300  -  4370  $750    OBF      Marvin  Brott   
pmbrott@sbcglobal.net     214-726-9117 
 
For  Sale:  David  Clark  headset  TSO  $100.  Hydraulic 
Wing  jack  for RV aircraft  (RV Easy Lift  System). New 
condition – used once. $140. Tail dragger dragger for RV 
or  other  tail  wheel  aircraft.  $125.  Tools:  Pneumatic  and 
hand.  Just  about  enough  to  build  an  RV  or  other  sheet 
metal aircraft. 35 items, mostly from Avery Tools and all 
ready  to  work.  New  price  for  these  tools  is  more  than 
$1850. Sell for $700. Aircraft parts, 20-50% of cost: New 
UMA  suction  gauge  ,  electric  boost  pump,  tachometer, 
rod end bearings, aluminum tubing, Call or email for list 
and  prices.  George  Kilishek  (972)  250  2906  or 
s_kilishek@yahoo.com. 
 

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from nonmembers 
will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion. 
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We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, 
format, and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and per
sonal experience accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and 
you are without recourse to anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, 
control or direction of any event (this includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there. 

Web Site Address 

www.eaa168.org 

For  Sale:    Granbury  Texas  Airpark  Home/Hanger  For 
Sale $269,900    - 3509 Nassau Ct., 76049    (Nassau Bay) 
Beautiful home with large hanger on Nassau Bay Airpark. 
Two  story  home with  enclosed  upstairs  patio,  two  sepa
rate  living areas,  iron/brick  fenced, covered RV parking. 
Hanger  is 50x34 and has 2 electric automatic doors with 
direct access to hanger from house. Well maintained and 
move  in  ready.  Website  with  pictures:  http://
mysite.verizon.net/resy4wnc/index.html          Owner: 
bob_myrick@me.com  or  214-729-2260        Realtor:  Pam 
Knieper at 817-243-8345 / pam@knieperteam.com 
 
For Sale:  Sensenich fixed pitch aluminum prop setup for 
a O 360 (76” dia 65” pitch, spacer and 12” dia. spinner). 
Less than 60hrs since installed new. LOWERED PRICE 
$1850 - Bill Bracken 817-925-4699 
 
For Sale:   Fiber Glass Cloth For Sale  Bi directional 8H 
satin  Weave  Aeronautics/Aerospace  grade,  13.3  mils 
thick, 50” wide, warp strength 562 lbf/in, fill strength 518 
lbf/in, 14.43oz/sqyd, compatible with all  resins,  in origi
nal  packaging  125  yard  rolls.   Comparable  price  at Air
craft  Spruce,  over  $9/yard.      $400  per  roll,  that’s  only 
$3.20  per  yard  to EAA members.   Cut  lengths $7/linear 
yard 50”wide with a $50 minimum.  Call Jim Carney 214-

763-6784. 

For Sale: O-290D - No Logs - From a Piper Colt.  Been in 
storage for aproximately 10 years. Engine has generator/
mags. $3000.  Contact Bartie Coyle 972.682.9965

mailto:president@eaa168.org
mailto:president@eaa168.org
mailto:vicepresident@eaa168.org
mailto:vicepresident@eaa168.org
mailto:secretary@eaa168.org
mailto:secretary@eaa168.org
mailto:treasurer@eaa168.org
mailto:treasurer@eaa168.org
mailto:n168tx@flytx.net
mailto:n168tx@flytx.net
mailto:n168tx@flytx.net
mailto:n168tx@flytx.net
mailto:pmbrott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pmbrott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:pmbrott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pmbrott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:n168tx@flytx.net
mailto:n168tx@flytx.net
mailto:EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com
mailto:EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com
http://www.eaa168.org
http://www.eaa168.org


New Member
Renewal
Info Change

Membership dues for EAA Dallas 
Chapter 168 are $20/year.

Make checks payable to EAA 
Chapter 168

Mail application to:
Brad Roberts
10716 St. Lazare Drive
Dallas, TX 75229-5346

National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
PO Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086

National EAA Membership:
(800) JOIN EAA (564-6322)
Phone (920) 426-4800
Fax: (920) 426-6761

Name

Copilot (spouse, friend, other)

Address

City ! State! Zip

Phone Home:! Work

email address

EAA # ! Exp date:
(Chapter 168 membership requires National EAA membership)

Pilot/A&P Ratings
I am interested in 
helping with: 
! Fly-Ins
! Programs
! Newsletter
! Young Eagles
! Officer

Plane, Projects (%complete)  and Interests:

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM

Experimental Aircraft Association
c/o Brad Roberts
10716 St. Lazare Drive
Dallas, TX 75229-5346


