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Another Project Visit
By Michael Stephan
Experimental Aircraft Association!
So far this year we have visited Pete
Miller’s RV-7, Joe Migis’ RV-14, and this
month we traveled to Corinth to see Don
Metivier’s RV-6A project. It was an
interesting contrast seeing the highly
refined RV-14 kit going together and the
more rudimentary RV-6 kit. The
education and skills acquired building the
RV-6 is more extensive. The RV-6
requires the builder to build with
precision, since there are no guideposts to
keep you on the straight. The prepunched
kits provide a feedback to the builder. The
builder is confident that the fit is correct If
the holes in the assembly match up. The
older kit builders have to prove to
themselves that things are fit correctly and
in proper alignment. As Mel said at the
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Monthly Schedule

May 5th Chapter Meeting

May 11th Board Meeting

The March Chapter meeting
will be on TUES May 5th
at the Farmers Branch
Library, located on the
northwest corner of
Webb Chapel and
Golfing Green Dr. The
meeting will be held in
the auditorium and
begin at 6:30 p.m. with
socializing and coffee.
The program will begin
promptly at 7 p.m. and
finish by 9:00 p.m.

The next BOD meeting will be held on MONDAY May
11th at the Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00 PM.
The minutes from the April BOD meeting recorded by Pete
Miller are as follows:
Officers, Directors in Attendance: Michael Stephan,
Norm Biron, Pete Miller, Sam Cooper, Jim Canniff, Mel
Asberry, Ann Asberry and Chris Smith.
Chapter Meetings
May 5, June 2, July 7, Aug 4, Sept 1, Oct 6, Nov 4, Dec 1
Board of Directors Meetings
April 13, May 11, Jun 8, July 13, Aug 10, Sept 14, Oct 12

This month our speaker will be Carol Walker of Big Q
Aviation in Midlothian. Carol instructs, tows gliders, tows
banners, rents a fleet of gliders and tailwheel aircraft, and
is a Designated Pilot Examiner (DPE).
She will tell about her operation at Midway (JWY) as
well as some of her extensive experiences in Aviation.
If you are interested in a glider rating or want a tailwheel
endorsement. Bring your questions for Carol. On page 3 is
more about Carol and Big Q.
I’m excited to have her visit, and I hope to see you there.

May 9th Chapter Picnic
Another Chapter first is happening on May 9th at
AeroCountry Airport as the Chapter picnic will be held
there for the first time at the new home of David and Alina
Buono. This is our premier event of the year, so be sure to
attend.
Lunch will be ready about 11:30, but many will start
arriving at 10:30. The picnic is our largest event and brings
in together the most of our members. There is plenty to see
and talk about every year and I’m sure this one will be no
different.
Please bring a dish to share. Drinks and paper goods are
furnished. More details are given on page 4.

GENERAL MEETING, SPEAKER / SUBJECT
May 5: Carol Walker
June 2: Flight Service OR Lucky Louque
CHAPTER FLY OUT
May 2: Norm Biron will be speaking at the Chapter 1246
Coffee and Donuts about his Glastar.
May 9: Chapter Picnic at Aero Country.
TREASURER REPORT
Sam presented the Treasurer’s Report for March. There
were 5 membership renewals and 1 new member. There are
still issues with online access to some accounts.
OLD BUSINESS
• Michael is still working on digitizing old newsletters
• Chapter Picnic: May 9 at Buono’s. Still need to discuss
food with David after he gets back from his trip. Guests
are being asked to bring sides. Marvin will assist with
parking.
• Michael paid $350.00 for the memorial plaque at
Oshkosh for Jan Collmer. He will finish raising the funds
in the near future. (NOTE: the March minutes were
amended to add this discussion at that meeting. Pete)

VISIT ONE OF THE TOP AVIATION MUSEUMS
IN THE WORLD
WE BRING HISTORY TO LIFE
972.380.8800 - www.cavflight.org
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Presidents Message

From the President’s Desk
By Norm Biron

CONDITION INSPECTION
Since I just finished the condition inspection on my GlaStar this month I though that you might be
interested in the process that I use to inspect and maintain my airplane in an airworthy condition.
I like to start the inspection on the last week of the month that it’s due so I can sign it off the
following month. I have a checklist that I use to inspect the airplane. Before I start however I
check for any ADs from the FAA, Service Bulletins, and software updates from manufactures on
the airplane and major components. I then make a list of the issues and or problems that I want to address during the
inspection and modifications I want to make while the airplane is down. This year, I had only three problems to
investigate, a Slick Magneto Service Bulletin to address and no modifications that I wanted to make.
My GlaStar condition inspection checklist requires that I perform a pre inspection engine warm up and a thorough
check of all the aircrafts systems, recording the data, before I start the inspection. Since the engine is warm after this check
I immediately remove the cowling, check the engine cylinder compression and usually change the oil. This year I had only
20 hours on the oil and filter so I elected not to change the oil. I spent the rest of the day disassembling the airplane for the
inspection. My checklist requires the opening of all access covers, removing all fairings, wheel pants, seats, and all the
interior covers, panels, floor boards and glareshield to gain access to all the systems.
I spent the next day inspecting the airplane and lubricating all moving parts I did not find any new problems. Since I
didn’t need to order any parts to complete the inspection and maintain the airplane this year I just replaced the spark plugs
with another set that I had which were in like new condition and better than the ones in the engine.
I usually fix the discrepancies that I found during the inspection and address the issues and problems on my list of things
to do the following day. This year, I had an EGT probe that was intermittent so I replace it with a new probe that I had
ordered as a spare. My Strobe lights were also intermittent, I found that the power connector on the Strobe power supply
was discolored, (it had gotten hot). I replaced the pins in the connector fixing the problem. The brake master cylinder fluid
was low but I couldn’t find any leaks in the brake line so I just filled it to the proper level. I’ll have to keep an eye on it
this year.
The Slick Service Bulletin SB3-08B required the inspection and if needed the overhaul of the magnetos. I decided not to
comply with the Service Bulletin because the magnetos are currently running good, and I have two of them which won’t
both fail at the same time. I’m waiting for them to fail so I can replace
them with P-Mags.
I completed the inspection on the following day by cleaning and
packing the wheel bearings, re-assembling the airplane, doing the post
inspection run-up and completing the paperwork with the proper log
book entry. Having an experimental and a repairman license for it
enable me to essentially do an annual inspection of an aircraft at a
very low cost. It can’t get any better!

Project Visit
are evident. I’ve learned a few ideas talking with him about the build.
I can appreciate the skills that Don is getting building his RV-6A, but
I not trading in any of my quick build kits to take on an older kit. It
takes me long enough as it is.
A side note about Don and his wife Donna is that they are avid
cyclists. They have multiple racing bikes and spend their weekends
riding is 100 mile events. Don and Donna have thousands of miles on
their bikes. Amazing.
We don’t have any more visits scheduled, but we appreciate Pete and
Lenora Miller, Joe and Melissa Migis, and Don and Donna Metivier
for letting our group take a look at their projects.
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May’s Speaker - Carol Walker

Chapter Picnic at AeroCountry

By Michael Stephan

By Michael Stephan

Our annual summer picnic, which had been at Shortstop, is
moving to AeroCountry (T31) for this year. Mel and Ann will not
be able to host it this year, and David and Alina Buono have
volunteered to host it this year at their new house at AeroCountry
in McKinney.

The date will be Saturday May 9th. We will start
arriving after 10:30 am with lunch being at 11:30. Just like
the picnic at Shortstop, bring a side dish to share. As you
can see in the map below, David and Alina’s home is
directly west of the runway numbers.
They have built a real special place. So, it will be a treat
to picnic there.
We are excited to have Carol Walker of Big Q Aviation to
speak at our May meeting. Big Q is based out of
Midlothian/Waxahachie Airport (JWY) and run by Carol
and her husband Pete, who is also an accomplished pilot
and instructor.
Big Q has several gliders,
a Citabria, Great Lakes Biplane, Pitts S2, Piper Cub,
L-19.

AeroCountry Airport is on Virginia Parkway west of the
Custer intersection in McKinney. The only entrance is at
the south end of the airport on Virginia. Remember that you
are on an airport and the taxiways are active. Avoid driving
on them, especially since we will have planes flying in.
Parking will be TBD, but we'll figure something out.
Somebody will be directing. House address is 265 Aero
Country Rd, McKinney, which should be available on most
GPS's. Below is the Google Map.
If you're flying in, T31 is 122.9 with the pattern altitude
of 1800 feet and left traffic both runways. Again, parking
will be TBD but somebody will be directing or talking on
the radio.

Carol and Pete not only
provide glider rentals and
instruction, tailwheel rentals
and instruction, but also can tow your banner.
She is also a DPE (Designated Pilot Examiner). So she
wears many hats. Carol is also fun to hang around. She has
spent a lifetime in aviation and is a great artist and
storyteller.
Carol is one of my favorite instructors. She taught me to
fly tailwheel aircraft in the Citabria. I have taken my last
three Flight Reviews in her fleet of airplanes, once in the
Citabria and twice in the Great Lakes. I now have my eyes
on the Cub and the Pitts.
It will be a fun evening.

www.flightmuseum.com
@FrontofFlight
Monday – Saturday: 10am to 5pm
Sunday: 1pm to 5pm

May 2015

6911 Lemmon Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75209
(214) 350-3600

David and Alina’s house is at 265 Aero Country Rd
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Crawfish Boil at the Buono’s
From David Buono

Since one picnic isn’t enough fun, We have another party
the weekend following the Chapter picnic.
What: 4th Annual Buono/Alexander Crawfish Boil (the
first 3 were so fun, we decided to do it again!)
When: Saturday May 16, 2pm till the beer runs out
(Dinner around 4pm)
Where: Our house/hangar at Aero Country Airport.
Same airport as last year, different location - Map and
directions attached

New Board of Directors

Who: Family, friends, plus anybody else you wanna
bring.

By Michael Stephan

We'll have plenty of munchies prior to actually serving
our guests of honor, which include crawfish and shrimp.
We will definitely have a variety of beer, but if you prefer
something specific then BYOB.
If you are a "YES" or a "MAYBE", please let us know so
we have a rough idea of how many people to expect. Kids
are welcome as well. david.buono@yahoo.com

At last month’s Chapter meeting we voted in our new
Board of Directors for 2015. New is a bit of a misnomer,
many are back from last year’s board, which says
something about the job. I enjoy my time at the board
meeting and everyone gets along real well. It is a pleasure
to serve with them.
We thank all the directors of the Chapter, listed below, for
their service.
Mel Asberry
Ann Asberry
Frank Prokop
Jim Canniff

David Buono
Chris Smith
Bruce Fuller
Jim Quinn

US Sport Aircraft
Sam Huff
Sales Manager
www.ussportaircraft.com

Elevate Your Experience...
4700 Airport Pkwy
Addison, TX 75001
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Mobile: 972.816.8169
sam.huff@ussportaircraft.com
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Fish Fry has a Long Tradition

By Marvin Brott

The EAA Chapter 1246 Fish Fry each spring has a long
tradition. And this was the 13th year for Garry and Janne
Ackerman with their family to put on this outing. Just
standing back and watching, they certainly have this down
to perfection. The cat fish is as good as you will ever find
at any restaurant. The Ackerman family reminds me of a

big tradition during the 1980s when Mary Jane and Henry
Odlozil held the chapter 168 fall fly-in with fabulous Czech
food. This event was held at their grass strip south of
Ennis, also 13 times. And Mel and Ann Asberry have held
a chapter summer fly-in with typically BBQ for about the
same number of years. So, for this event, thank you Garry
and Janne Ackerman.

The Dallas Banjo Band performs at the Fish Fry

Garry preps the fish for frying

May 2015

In addition, a big thanks goes to the Dallas Banjo Band
for providing the music for the fish fry. 1246 member Teri
Ann Rogers who is part of the band made it possible
getting the band to this event. There were a lot of nice
compliments for the folks coming out and playing for us.
Chapter member 168 Glen Snyder has been a band member
for a number of years. He told me that nine of the band
members have some sort of tie to aviation. Albury Hire
from Aero Country is also in this band.
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Air Salvage of Dallas
SUMMER FLY-IN & SALE
SATURDAY MAY 16, 2015
8AM-3PM

20-50% OFF
EVERYTHING IS ON SALE!
FLY-IN TO THE LANCASTER AIRPORT (KLNC)
AND FILL UP AT THE COMPETITIVELY PRICED
SELF-SERVE.
Chapter member Glen Snyder playing in the Dallas Banjo
Band

ALSO ENJOY EATING AT THE "LANCASTER
AIRPORT CAFE", THEY WILL BE
SERVING BREAKFAST AND LUNCH

There were a lot of new EAAers at this fish fry. I heard
that a five day old baby was there. But the following photo
is of Tom and Julie Ferraro with their three week grand son
Kai. Kai is son of Jeff and Julie Ferraro. This youngster is
in line to fly a 1938 Stinson SR-10 “Gull-wing” Reliant.
Check Tom’s tee shirt. Congratulations to the Ferraro
family for this new aviator.

1361 Ferris Road
Lancaster, TX 75146
www.ASOD.com

Tom and Julie Ferraro with their new three week old
grandson Kai.
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Digitizing my Logbook
By Michael Stephan

One of the most valuable possessions I have that I cannot
afford to lose is my pilot logbook. There is untold money
poured into the entries on each of those pages. I’m very
nervous and cautious when it comes to this collection of
cardboard and paper. So, I recently spent some time
making a copy of it.
I scanned each page to my computer, and since the pages
are not odd size, I used my photo editing software to crop
out the unnecessary parts of the scan. Also, each line entry
covers two pages in the logbook. So, I then scaled the
remaining sections to have the complete line entry be side-

by-side on a legal size paper in landscape orientation. In
this format I can fit two pages of entries (four physical
pages in the logbook) onto one legal size page.
I put all those pages into one document and I have
digitized my logbook and I have multiple copies of it on
my computer and back-up drive. I can now rest easy if my
logbook ever gets destroyed, lost or stolen.
As my logbook grows, I will have to keep updating the
back-up document. I will probably do that once a year
when I am filling out those insurance pilot forms that want
to know your current hours. That usually is about two
pages of entries for me. I plan to do the same with my
airframe and engine logbooks as well.

My logbook in digitized format (legal sized paper)
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Food Trucks at Terrell
By Michael Stephan

Having grown up in the food
truck industry, I find these
mobile restaurants an
interesting national
phenomenon. I attended an
outdoor wedding that was
catered out of one. Strange for
a wedding, but the food was
good and it worked.
Terrell Airport (TRL) now has incorporated the idea to have a food presence on the airport grounds. For three Saturday’s
in May, two trucks will be at the airport serving food from 11am - 2pm. On the May 23 the Mark Hardin Memorial Air
Race (part of the Sport Air Racing League) will also be there to help draw a crowd. There is a good chance that I will be in
that crowd.
Kudos for Terrell for thinking outside the “lunch” box.

Helpful Tool

New Electrical Wiring Book

My RV-8 is now 10 years old and things are starting to
“loosen up” as Don Christiansen would say. My engine has
developed an oil leak that I have been spending a few
month’s to get stopped. I loved my clean belly and
cleaning oil off it after every flight is not something I like
doing.

Always interested in
learning more, I have
bought a few new books
lately. One of them was
an book about aircraft
wiring written by Marc
Ausman, creator of the
VPX (Vertical Power) line
of power management
devices.

By Michael Stephan

By Michael Stephan

I am discovering how hard it is to find the source of the
leak when lots of things in the cowl have oil on them. Air
blowing through the cowl at 160 mph has a way of doing
that.
A veteran
mechanic at GPM
showed me that a
UV flash will
illuminate the oil.
The UV light will
make the oil
fluoresce, making
it easy to see.

In book he describes the
basics of planning and
wiring an experimental
aircraft.

The book does a great
job of explaining switches, circuit breakers, relays and how
they should be wired together, and I recommend the book
as a basic tutorial for the first time builder. However, since
I have already been through that once, I was hoping to get
more details on the VPX line which there isn’t much. The
The Lingsfire 365nm Ultraviolet flashlight VPX install manual is a better source than this book.

The secret is that
it takes a specific
wavelength (365nm)
to work. I recently bought from Amazon a LingsFire®
High Powered 365nm UV Ultraviolet Zoomable LED
Flashlight for $26.

I have used it on my engine and found oil in many places.
It fluoresces a blue color, so it looks like the blue dye in our
avgas. White tiewraps also show up real well.
The darker the hangar the easier it is to see the effect.
I have cleaned the engine, fixed a few leaks. Found
others. Fixed them. Still leaking a small amount of oil, so
I will use my new tool some more. Oil Leaks....what fun.

May 2015
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Upcoming Events

Saturday, May 16, 2015
Texas Soaring Association Pancake Fly-in Midlothian, TX

From funplacestofly.com

Saturday, May 2, 2015
1st Saturday Coffee and Donut Fly-in

Texas Soaring Association (TA11)

McKinney National Airport (TKI)

Let's get together for some fellowship and fun. We're
having Free coffee and donuts for everyone on the first
Saturday of every month at Chuck Roberts Hangar 2520 in
the McKinney Hangars Association area at the McKinney
National Airport TKI McKinney, TX. Let's gather at 9:00
am. You don't have to be a member to attend. Fly-ins can
ask the tower for directions to the MHOA Hangers. See you
there! Contact: Mikey Laney Phone: 469-261-4938
Email: president@eaa1246.org
Saturday, May 9, 2015 — Corsicana, TX.
17th Annual Corsicana Airsho

http://www.coyotesquadron.org/
Corsicana Municipal Airport (KCRS)
Admission is $10/
person to a maximum of
$20/car. Veterans and
active duty personnel are
admitted free. Gates will
open at 9:30am and the
show will begin at 12:00.
Patrons may walk among
the airplanes until
approximately 11:30am.
Vendors for food, drinks
and souvenirs will be in
available.

Saturday, May 23, 2015
Mark Hardin Memorial Air Race - Terrell, TX
Terrell Municipal Airport (KTRL)

May 23, 2015 makes the fifth year that Sport League air
racing has come to Terrell Municipal Airport, Terrell, TX.
The event has been renamed the Mark Hardin Memorial
Air Race in honor of the airports FBO owner who passed
away suddenly in 2013. The 2015 race will be a gala event.
All pilots are welcome to participate. All fixed wing
propeller driven aircraft are eligible. Flying is fun, safe and
fair. This is a Sport Air Racing League Championship Point
event. League classes and rules will apply. There is a class
for everyone. Awards are given in all classes with some
special awards and prizes. The race starts at 1:00pm. Flying
is VFR only in strict adherence to all FAR's. A special call
out is made to all Ercoupe owners to participate in honor of
Mark Hardin. His son Mike will be racing their Ercoupe so
join him in a salute to his father.

Faast Team Seminars
www.faasafety.gov

Saturday, May 16, 2015
Fort Worth Aviation Museum's Hops Props Meacham (KFTW)

Saturday, May 9, 2015 at 9:00am
"Communicating on Cue: ATC Communications
- What to say, who to say it to, and when to say it."

A new fly-in and craft beer festival is coming to the
Metroplex at the Fort Worth Aviation Museum. Our plans
are progressing for a first ever fly-in and craft beer festival
here in the Metroplex and it will all happen at Meacham
Airport at our museum. Saturday, May 16th will be a free
Open House at the museum to view the fly-in aircraft close
up. The theme for this year's fly-in is Commemorating
Operation Frequent Wind, that marked the end of the
Vietnam War. We are inviting Marine helicopter units to
join us as well as a variety of civilian warbirds to
commemorate the 40th anniversary of this action. In the
afternoon, The Hops and Props Craft Beer Festival will run
from 1 PM to 5 PM. Beer tasting from brewers in the area
will be available for a fee. We will also have live music,
family friendly vendors and other attractions. In addition,
for a truly unique experience, we will be offering beer
tasting flights.

May 2015

Texas Soaring Association - Midlothian, Texas. Date:
May 16th, 2015. Time: 9:00am – 12:00pm. All pilots and
families invited. Learn about transition Glider Ratings.
Glider Introductory Flights Available. Limited First Come.
Texas Soaring Association Gliderport Airport Identifier:
TA11

Terminal Conference Room

Dallas Executive Airport (Redbird)
5303 CHALLENGER DR. LB 17
Dallas, TX 75237
How you "sound" on the radio can make a big difference in
the service and support you get from ATC. Become a
GREAT COMMUNICATOR. Learn the proper and
effective way to communicate when flying. We'll go over
not only the basics, but also some very "in" things to say on
the radio that can set you apart as a more competent pilot.
Speaker(s): Mike Montefusco, CFII (mike@ppgs101.com)
Register online at www.faasafety.gov
Basic Knowledge 3 - 1 Credit towards WINGS/AMT

Volume 46 Issue 5

Page 10

ming,
hrs),
for
Brott

aulic
New
RV
and
heet
d all
than
New
eter,
list
or

direct access to hanger from house. Well maintained and
move in ready. Website with pictures: http://
mysite.verizon.net/resy4wnc/index.html
Owner:
HANGAR
ECHOES
bob_myrick@me.com or 214-729-2260
Realtor: Pam
Knieper
817-243-8345
/ pam@knieperteam.com
For
Sale:atVarieze
w/Cont O-200;
100 hours on overhaul.

1350 total time
For Sale: Sensenich fixed pitch aluminum prop setup for
$14.5k. Leon Rausch 214-349-6024
a O 360 (76” dia 65” pitch, spacer and 12” dia. spinner).
LessSale:
than 60hrs
since
LOWERED PRICE
For
Garmin
296.installed
$500 ornew.
best offer.
$1850
Bill
Bracken
817-925-4699
Bill Bracken 817-925-4699

For Sale: Parts, Planes, Services
For Sale: Midget Mustang Projects
Larry Birdwell ( ldbirdwell@sbcglobal.net )

For Sale: Fiber Glass Cloth For Sale Bi directional 8H
satin Weave Aeronautics/Aerospace grade, 13.3 mils
thick, 50” wide, warp strength 562 lbf/in, fill strength 518
lbf/in, 14.43oz/sqyd, compatible with all resins, in origi
nal packaging 125 yard rolls. Comparable price at Air
craft Spruce, over $9/yard. $400 per roll, that’s only
$3.20 per yard to EAA members. Cut lengths $7/linear
yard 50”wide with a $50 minimum. Call Jim Carney 214763-6784.
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We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format,
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.

May 2015

Volume 46 Issue 5

Page 11

Experimental Aircraft Association

c/o Sam Cooper
1502 Shannon Place
Carrollton, TX 75006-1517

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM
New Member
Renewal
Info Change
Membership dues for EAA Dallas
Chapter 168 are $20/year.
Make checks payable to EAA
Chapter 168
Mail application to:
Sam Cooper
1502 Shannon Place
Carrollton, TX 75006-1517

Name
Copilot (spouse, friend, other)
Address

City"

State"

Phone Home:"

Work

Zip

email address
EAA # "

Exp date:

(Chapter 168 membership requires National EAA membership)

National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
PO Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086
National EAA Membership:
(800) JOIN EAA (564-6322)
Phone (920) 426-4800
Fax: (920) 426-6761

Pilot/A&P Ratings
I am interested in
helping with:

"
"
"
"
"

Fly-Ins
Programs
Newsletter
Young Eagles
Officer

Plane, Projects (%complete) and Interests:

