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Notice:

N739RV Flies!

March Chapter
Meeting will be on

Wednesday Mar 2.

by Michael Stephan

Experimental Aircraft Association!

! Chapter 168

On a beautiful winter day and into a
clear blue sky N739RV, a RV-9A built
by Charlie Wright, took to the air for
the first time. With Chuck Wilson at
the controls, the RV-9A flew without
any difficulties over the Grand Prairie
airport. Staying clear of the regular
traffic pattern, but still within gliding
distance of the runway, Chuck put the
plane through it paces.
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March 2nd Chapter Meeting

March 9th Board Meeting

The March Chapter meeting
will be on Wed March 2nd at
the Farmers Branch Library,
located on the northwest
corner of Webb Chapel and
Golfing Green Dr. The
meeting will be held in the
auditorium and begin at
6:30 p.m. with socializing
and coffee. The program
will begin promptly at 7 p.m.
and finish by 9:00 p.m.

The next BOD meeting will be held on Wednesday
March 9th at the Farmers Branch Manske Library at 7:00
PM. A summary of the minutes from the February BOD
meeting recorded by Pete Miller are as follows:
Officers, Directors in Attendance: Michael Stephan, Sam
Cooper, Jim Canniff, Ann Asberry, Pete Miller and Norm
Biron, and Frank Prokop.
Chapter Meetings
Mar 2, Apr 6, May 3, June 7, July 5, Aug 2, Sept 6, Oct 4,
Nov 1, Dec 6

The presentation will be Projects on
Parade in which we will look at many of the projects
currently under construction in the chapter. We have so
many interesting projects going that it will be hard to get
them all in.
Come see what our members are building. Should be
very intersting.

Mar 9, Apr 13, May 11, June 15, July 13, Aug 10, Sept 14,
Oct 12, Nov 9, Dec 14
GENERAL MEETING, SPEAKER / SUBJECT
March 2: Chapter Projects in review.
May 3: Freeflight ADS-B

March 5th Young Eagles Event.

CHAPTER FLY OUT
March 12: Cedar Mills. Meet on ramp at 11:00 for lunch.

By Michael Stephan

On March 5th at Dallas Executive Airport (RBD), we will
host our first Young Eagle event of the year. We will be
working with The Frontiers of Flight Museum helping a
group of Boy Scouts earn an aviation badge.
We will start around 8:30am and finish before 11:00, but
you want to help with operations the flying will start
around 9 am. We will operate out of the Terminal building.

March 12th Fly In
By Michael Stephan

Our March Fly In will be to an old favorite Cedar Mills
(3T0) for lunch. We will meet on the ramp at 11:00.
The restaurant there has undergone an extensive rebuild
after being underwater in last summer’s flooding of lake
Texoma. It just opened up last month. So, lets support our
friends at Cedar Mills and enjoy a delicious lunch at the
same time.
We hope to see many of you there.

MONTHLY SOCIAL GATHERING
March 22: Pete Miller’s RV-7. 3925 Medina Dr. Plano
75074 6:30pm
April 23: Greg Schroeder’s Glastar. 11:00am at 52F
TREASURER REPORT
Sam presented the Treasurer’s Report for January. There
were 8 membership renewals. Discussed Vanguard and tax
reporting.
YOUNG EAGLES
The Board discussed the EAA Child Protection policy.
There is a YE event on March 5; Boy Scouts from Frontiers
of Flight, flying at Dallas Exec.
OLD BUSINESS
Norm reviewed the list of Chapters to receive the
newsletter electronically. Also discussed database
categories for non-members to receive the newsletter.
Pete reported that he has all the newsletters from 2000 to
present on the website.

March 22 (Tuesday) Project Visit
By Michael Stephan

Pete Miller invites us to see his RV-7 project currently
under construction in his garage. He is working on fitting
the canopy to the fuselage, so he is making great progress.
Pete is doing excellent work on his project and it should be
an interesting visit. Pete’s address is:
3925 Medina Dr. in Plano 75074

Board of Directors Meetings

NEW BUSINESS
Ann will purchase a First Flight plaque for Charlie Wright
and his RV-9A.
Nominees for Board of Directors are due.
Pete plans to attend the Chapter Leaders Boot Camp at
Spruce Creek in Florida on Saturday February 20.

We will begin at 6:30 PM.
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Eagle Flights
By Norm Biron

The EAA Eagle Flights
program was launched at
Aventure 2012. The
program is similar to
AOPA’s Pilot Project and
has had some success in
identifying adults who
have an interest in aviation
or may be good candidates
to become pilots by
offering introductory
flights and support to these
individuals.
The Eagle Flights Program is about sharing flight
experience with an adult. The Eagle Flights program
provides resources and organizational support to share the
fun of flying with friends, family members and co-workers.
It is not a program for adults to simply get an airplane ride.
The EAA Eagle Flights Program is different from the
EAA Young Eagles Program in that it focuses on adults and
emphasizes quality over quantity. The program envisioned
a one-on-one, hands-on experience for the Eagles, to
include extensive pre-flight, in-flight and post-flight
counseling, followed by support and mentorship after the
flight to help the Eagles achieve their aviation goals.
Our Chapter has participated in the EAA Eagles Flights
Program for several years and is currently using the
program to fly teachers in the Blue Sky Educational
Foundation STEM program of the Dallas and Grand Prairie
School Districts. Our chapter obtains EAA Eagle Flights
insurance to protect volunteers, pilots, and participants at
these Eagle Flights events. We also use the EAA Eagle
Flights Registration and Liability Waiver form to register
the teachers / Eagles. After the introductory flight we
submit the registration form to the EAA Eagle Flights
Office who then records the teacher / Eagle, flight, gives
them a six month EAA membership, set them up to receive
the EAA Sport Aviation magazine and a monthly email
packed with useful information and tips on flight training
and upcoming aviation events.

This year EAA made changes to the Eagle Flights
program to provide additional benefits to participants and
clarify the purpose and intent. EAA has also requested that
local EAA chapters become more involved with the
program by appointing an Eagle Flight coordinator. I have
accepted this responsibility and I’m looking for volunteers
to help me reach out to adults who may have an interest in
aviation and make them aware of our chapter and this
program. I also need members / volunteers to follow up
with the Eagles after the introductory flight and provide the
one-to-one post flight support, counseling and mentoring
that the Eagles Flights Program envisioned.
Jim Quinn our chapter’s Young Eagles coordinator and
Young Eagles pilots have been doing a great job providing
the introductory flight experience for the Eagles. The
chapter needs to follow up with these new Eagles and invite
them to join our chapter and participate in other chapter
activities.

Newsletter Archives Back Online
By Michael Stephan

Wondering were all those excellent issues of the Hangar
Echoes went? Worry no longer, Pete Miller has worked
tirelessly to restore the Hangar Echoes Archives. These
extend back to when we started posting the newsletter
online. Like most restorations, his version improves on the
original. Included in the archives now is an index of
articles, so you can easily find the article you are looking
for.
For example, in the Feb 2000 you can read about aviation
legends Ken Larsen and Jan Collmer written by Marvin
Brott. In the July 2002 issue you can relive John Phillips
first flight in his RV-6A. Beware, you can spend hours
perusing the archives.
Give it a try . It is posted at:
www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/
We are working on getting the older paper copies
digitized and added to the archives. Look for that in the
future.

March Chapter Meeting Presentation
By Michael

At the March meeting we will do something we haven’t
done before. I will show the projects that our members our
building. I have been visiting them and thought it would be
interesting for other members to see. For those builders in
attendance, they can speak directly about their project’s
progress.
We have so many going that it will be hard to fit them all
in, but we will try. And they are not all RV’s . We will have
tube and fabric, composite, wood, and aluminum.
That should cover it all. Hope to see you at the meeting.
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N739RV First Flight continued

Test pilot Chuck Wilson arrives in his RV-4
Charlie gives Chuck some last minute instructions.

After a thorough inspection, Charlie and his son put the
cowl back on.

Chuck taxis N739RV to runway 17

US Sport Aircraft
Sam Huff
Sales Manager
www.ussportaircraft.com

Elevate Your Experience...
4700 Airport Pkwy
Addison, TX 75001

March 2016

Office: 972.735.9099
Mobile: 972.816.8169
sam.huff@ussportaircraft.com

While Chuck was up flying, David and Alina Buono visited
the airport and had a little lunch in the terminal.
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Touch down!

Charlie and Chuck discuss the First Flight

So far the only squawk is in the left headset jack from the
intercom. Charlie spent a few days debugging it and its
cause still remains elusive, there is a simple work around
while he continues to search for a solution.
After 45 minutes, Chuck smoothly touched down and taxied
back to debrief the flight with Charlie.

In last month’s issue we saw Mel issue the important
airworthiness certificate for N739RV. Although Charlie was
relieved to have passed that test, I mentioned that the real
test is still to come, getting the airplane in the air. Well after
several weeks of tweaking and adjusting, the airplane flew
very well. Not only did the airplane pass that test, but with
flying colors (pun intended). When listening in to the notes
Chuck took during the flight, most of the issues concerned
the Dynon Skyview’s engine instrument displays, which
were adjusted in the few minutes following.
This has been a lengthly project for Charlie. The kit was
not a “Quick Build” kit. I saw pictures of his tail being built
with his two young sons, who are now college age. Charlie
kept working on the RV-9A at home until last summer when
he brought the plane to Grand Prairie for final finishing.
With so much help at GPM, progress really slowed down,
but despite all that, he finished it.

N739RV has a date in the paint shop for May, so he is
feverishly working on getting all those final details done
and hopefully finish the phase I flight testing. Since wheel
pants and gear leg fairings are not required for first flight,
he now is putting them on for further testing.The interior is
from Aero Classic and nicely dresses up the interior.
Aerotronics built the instrument panel and other than the
elusive headset jack issue, works flawlessly. It is an IFR
capable panel with a Garmin 650 as the GPS/NAV/COM
integrated with the Skyview display.
Recovered from builder fatigue, Charlie is excited to be
moving onto the more fun flying phase. We will hear more
about that in future issues. We expect to see N739RV at a
local fly in soon.
Congratulations Charlie on an excellent build!

Unlike most builders, Charlie assembled his own engine.
He purchased the kit from ECI and followed the
instructions in the manual and the thing ran like a sewing
machine the first time it started. The engine is a carbureted
O-360 with dual Pmag electronic ignition. Break in was an
issue on the first flight, so Chuck ran it pretty hard on that
initial flight. Since is was a cool day, oil temps easily
stayed in the green.
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Landing the Glider
By Michael Stephan

In January I talked about what I experienced learning to
take off and stay behind the tow plane. Now it is time to
land the glider.
This is one of the aspects of glider flying that I wondered
about. How can you put yourself in the right position to put
it on the runway without the help of power. One thing for
sure is there are no go arounds. Well after learning how it is
done, it really is pretty straight forward.
The key is a device in the wings called Spoilers or
Airbrakes. They do an excellent job of reducing the wing’s
lift and increasing the angle of descent. A lever on the left
side of the glider deploys them.
While in the downwind leg at the midpoint of the runway,
I pull the spoilers out midway, and adjust my pitch to
achieve 60 knots. Since the spoilers increase drag I’m
going to need to lower to nose to keep my desired approach
airspeed. With the airbrakes out half way, I was instructed
to use the spoilers just like I would use the throttle. Push
forward and you accelerate and increase your glide
distance. Pull back and the drag increases resulting in a
steeper descent. Just like the throttle, you adjust your pitch
angle to hold the correct approach speed. I can also adjust
my approach angle by the timing of my “Base” leg. Don’t
forget to compensate for the wind. One thing a good glider
pilot is always aware of is the direction and magnitude of
the wind. On the base leg, I judge how the approach is
progressing and continue to adjust.

2015

On the turn to final I want to be in a position to approach
with the spoilers back in the middle. In that position I can
steepen the glide by pulling back or push forward to
lengthen the glide. But near the runway and in the flare I
keep the position of the spoilers still (usually in the middle
position) while the glider’s energy dissipates. As the plane
slowly inches down to the runway I hold it off by
increasing the pitch angle until its main gear gently touches
down.
Since most gliders have only one main wheel, your job is
to roll out straight and use the ailerons to keep the wings
level, which you can do down to just a few mph ( a
headwind really helps). Another feature of the spoiler lever
is as you pull it further back, you actuate the master
cylinder for the brake on the single main gear wheel. If
everything works out right you roll up to the line person and
stop. They hook up the tow rope and off you go for another
tow. Simple.
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Sport Air Workshops Coming to Dallas
March 12-13

EAA’s Sport Air
Workshops will be in Dallas for the weekend of March
12-13. The two day workshops are hands on classes that
will give you the skills and confidence to help you complete
that project. The price for the weekend is $349 for EAA
members.

March 5th Young Eagles
By Michael Stephan

The courses include the following skills:

On March 5th we have our first Young Eagles event of the
year. We are teaming with the Frontiers of Flight Museum
to fly about 20 kids. we again will use Dallas Executive as
our base of operation.

Composite Construction

Last month EAA sent out new guidelines for those
participating in events that involve kids. Since, then they
have sent out clarifications to those rules.

Electrical Systems & Avionics

All Young Eagle pilots will need to be qualified as well as
the Young Eagles Coordinator and the Field Person. But if
you are assisting on the ground, you are encouraged to get
certified, but it is not required. They also require two
qualified adults be present when working with the kids, and
a pilot can count as one of those adults. The requirements
go into effect May 1st. So you can still participate with us
for the March event.

Fabric Covering - (currently full)
Sheet Metal Basics
The classes will be hosted at the Aviation Institute of
Maintenance in Irving on Hwy 183 west of Loop 12.
Register online at: www.eaa.org

Aviation Institute of Maintenance
400 E Airport Freeway
Irving, TX 75062

Come out and join us and see what all the fun is about.

Aviation Maintenance Institute located on Hwy 183 between
O’Conner and Carl Rd.

www.flightmuseum.com
@FrontofFlight
Monday – Saturday: 10am to 5pm
Sunday: 1pm to 5pm

2015

6911 Lemmon Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75209
(214) 350-3600
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New Tool

By Michael Stephan

I am always
looking for a
tool the might
make a task a
little easier,
faster or a little
more accurate.
While looking
at a woodworking site, I found one that fits the criteria. It is
a simple little tool that marks a center line. It has two
round posts that are connected by a flat piece that holds a
pencil or sharpie in the center.
One of the tasks that was required before every thing was
prepunched, was to mark a center line on the ribs that can
be seen once the drilled skin was placed on top of it.
Center the line in the holes in the skin and you are
guaranteed to drill the hole in the center of the rib. I built
little tools that held a sharpie a certain distance from an
edge, but I had to make different sizes depending on the
width of the flange I was marking.

start at 1/16th and step up to 7/16ths in 16th inch
increments.
This is very useful. I use to get out my mini square and
adjust the length to the measurement I wanted then use the
end to make a consistent mark. With this new tool, just
pick a shoulder and make a few marks along the part.
It also has a magnet in in one post so you can attach it to a
steel table or cabinet.
All that for the low price of $9.99. You can find it at
Rockler Woodworking and Hardware (rockler.com). It is
called the Rockler Center/Offset Marking Tool.

This tool takes care of all that. Just keep the two posts
against the two edges and slide it down the rib flange. The
line will be in the center. Since it was built for a pencil, I
modified mine by drilling a larger hole to hold my fine
point sharpie. The tool can’t mark the ends very well
because one of the posts gets past the end and can’t hold the
tool in the center. If you are building one of your own,
putting the posts closer to match the typical width of a
flange would fix that issue.
But what if you want to mark a line a certain distance
from the edge of a sheet? No problem. The tool also has a
series of measured shoulders. Put both posts on the side of
the sheet and use the sharpie against the selected shoulder
and put a straight line along the edge. It has 8 shoulders that
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Pelican Landing Restaurant at Cedar
Mills Reopens

Restaurant at your 9 o'clock. Yes it's there -- but
only the roof peak shows. No doubt they are
stocking up on fish and seafood for spring.

From Chris Pratt

Hurray!--my favorite restaurant and landing spot is
reopened. Looks as good as new.
This is not advertisement, but I just want to share a really
enjoyable RV experience.
Stop by 3T0. If you live near north Texas and haven't been
here, you ought to visit. For an RV, it's a quick trip for
breakfast or lunch and a chance to land on a nice grass strip.
Here's what the area looked like in June 2015. That's the
runway at right -- 2/3 under water.

Runway is in great shape. And I was the only one using
at the time.

Still rebuilding some of the workshops.

VISIT ONE OF THE TOP AVIATION MUSEUMS
IN THE WORLD
Flood waters cover most of Cedar Mills including two thirds of the
grass runway.
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Upcoming Events

Faast Team Seminars

From funplacestofly.com

Saturday, March 20, 2016, 9:30 am

Saturday, Mar 5, 2016
1st Saturday Coffee and Donut Fly-in

Convective Weather for Pilots Part 1

McKinney National Airport (TKI)

Let's get together for some fellowship and fun. We're
having Free coffee and donuts for everyone on the first
Saturday of every month at Chuck Roberts Hangar 2520 in
the McKinney Hangars Association area at the McKinney
National Airport TKI McKinney, TX. Let's gather at 9:00
am. You don't have to be a member to attend. Fly-ins can
ask the tower for directions to the MHOA Hangers. See you
there! Contact: Mikey Laney Phone: 469-261-4938
Wednesday, Mar 16, 2016
MODAERO NextGen Aviation Festival - Conroe
MODAERO NextGen Aviation Festival (KCXO)

MODAERO NextGen Aviation
Festival was created by a group
of Aviation Industry veterans with
the goal of stimulating positive
growth in the Pilot Population
and Aviation Community.

Speaker: Wayne Fink, FAASTeam Representative
Phone: 214-455-6784
flynfink01@yahoo.com
Much of what pilots are taught about convective weather
is incomplete, and in some cases incorrect. This course
covers convective and severe weather, and material many
pilots are not familiar with. This material will give pilots
additional insight into the probability and likely severity of
weather and how to avoid convective weather surprises.
Part 1 covers convective weather factors and what causes it
to become severe. Part 2 will cover convective weather
products and obtaining better weather briefings. There is a
fee for this class, contact Collin College at 972-985-3711
for registration information.
This event is sponsored by Collin County Community
College. Wings credit is available.

Phone: 844.MOD.AERO
Email: info@modaero.net

Saturday, March 27, 2016, 9:30 am

Convective Weather for Pilots Part 2

Saturday, Apr 2, 2016
1st Saturday Coffee and Donut Fly-in

Collin County Community College
4800 Preston Park Blvd.
Plano, TX 75093

McKinney National Airport (TKI)

Let's get together for some fellowship and fun. We're
having Free coffee and donuts for everyone on the first
Saturday of every month at Chuck Roberts Hangar 2520 in
the McKinney Hangars Association area at the McKinney
National Airport TKI McKinney, TX. Let's gather at 9:00
am. You don't have to be a member to attend. Fly-ins can
ask the tower for directions to the MHOA Hangers.See you
there! Contact: Mikey Laney Phone: 469-261-4938
Wednesday, April 20, 2016
Wally Funk speaks at EAA 670

Collin County Community College
4800 Preston Park Blvd.
Plano, TX 75093

Speaker: Wayne Fink, FAASTeam Representative
Phone: 214-455-6784
flynfink01@yahoo.com
Part 2 will cover convective weather products and
obtaining better weather briefings. The FAA is
discontinuing some weather products and sources. Learn
where to find content from these products. A convective
weather checklist will be introduced. There is a fee for this
class, contact Collin College at 972-985-3711 for
registration information. Wings credit is available.

Hicks Airport (T67), Ft Worth

EAA Chapter 670's will host Wally
Funk on April 20 at Beacon Cafe at
Hicks Airfield (T67) 100 Aviator Dr,
Fort Worth, TX 76179. The club hosts
a social at 6 p.m. and meeting with
speaker presentation at 7 p.m.
Funk has been flying professionally
since 1957 and she has accumulated
over 18,000 hours of flying time. She
is a pioneer in modern aviation. Her
website is www.wallyfly.com.
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#4371 Impulse (366 hrs), #4370 Non-Impulse (zero hrs),
includes spacer and harness, will need drive gear for
4370. 4371
$300 - 4370 $750 OBF Marvin Brott
HANGAR
ECHOES
pmbrott@sbcglobal.net 214-726-9117

For Sale: RV-6 Kit. Empennage complete, wings (in jig)
For
Sale: partially
David Clark
headset
TSO
$100.
Hydraulic
and
ailerons
skinned,
wing has
dual
landing
lights.
Wing jack
RVand
aircraft
(RV
System).
Fuselage
kit inforbox
fuselage
jig.Easy
HaveLift
original
plansNew
condition
– used
once.
$140.
Tail dragger dragger for RV
and
2nd set of
recent
plans.
$15K,
or
other
tail
wheel
aircraft.
$125.
Tools: Pneumatic and
Ken Whitehead 214-755-3282.
hand. Just about enough to build an RV or other sheet
metal
aircraft.
items, mostly
from Avery Tools and all
For
Sale:
Midget35Mustang
Projects
ready
to
work.
New
price
for
these tools
Larry Birdwell ( ldbirdwell@sbcglobal.net
) is more than
$1850. Sell for $700. Aircraft parts, 20-50% of cost: New
UMA
, electric $600
boost orpump,
tachometer,
For
Sale:suction
Garmingauge
396 (Updated).
best offer.
Bill
817-925-4699
rodBracken
end bearings,
aluminum tubing, Call or email for list
and prices. George Kilishek (972) 250 2906 or
s_kilishek@yahoo.com.

bob_myrick@me.com or 214-729-2260
Realtor: Pam
Knieper at 817-243-8345 / pam@knieperteam.com

For Sale: Parts, Planes, Services

For Sale: Sensenich fixed pitch aluminum prop setup for
For
Varieze
O-200;
100
hours
a O Sale:
360 (76”
dia w/Cont
65” pitch,
spacer
and
12” on
dia.overhaul.
spinner).
1350
time since installed new. LOWERED PRICE
Less total
than 60hrs
$1850 - Leon
Bill Bracken
$14.5k.
Rausch 817-925-4699
214-349-6024
For Sale: Fiber Glass Cloth For Sale Bi directional 8H
satin Weave Aeronautics/Aerospace grade, 13.3 mils
thick, 50” wide, warp strength 562 lbf/in, fill strength 518
lbf/in, 14.43oz/sqyd, compatible with all resins, in origi
nal packaging 125 yard rolls. Comparable price at Air
craft Spruce, over $9/yard. $400 per roll, that’s only
$3.20 per yard to EAA members. Cut lengths $7/linear
yard 50”wide with a $50 minimum. Call Jim Carney 214763-6784.

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from nonmembers
will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.
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We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format,
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.
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Experimental Aircraft Association

c/o Sam Cooper
1502 Shannon Place
Carrollton, TX 75006-1517

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM
New Member
Renewal
Info Change
Membership dues for EAA Dallas
Chapter 168 are $20/year.
Make checks payable to EAA
Chapter 168
Mail application to:
Sam Cooper
1502 Shannon Place
Carrollton, TX 75006-1517

Name
Copilot (spouse, friend, other)
Address

City!

State!

Phone Home:!

Work

Zip

email address
EAA # !

Exp date:

(Chapter 168 membership requires National EAA membership)

National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
PO Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086
National EAA Membership:
(800) JOIN EAA (564-6322)
Phone (920) 426-4800
Fax: (920) 426-6761

Pilot/A&P Ratings
I am interested in
helping with:

!
!
!
!
!

Plane, Projects (%complete) and Interests:

Fly-Ins
Programs
Newsletter
Young Eagles
Officer

12

