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The Navy's Blue Angels:
Incredible Precision at High Speed
By Klaus Truemper
Experimental Aircraft Association!

! Chapter 168

A stop in Pensacola, FL, on a
road trip in October 2016 from
Dallas, TX, to Tampa, FL,
turned out to be far more
exciting than planned. Wife Ute
and I had scheduled a visit at
the National Naval Aviation
Museum in Pensacola, FL.

Article Index

We arrived at the museum on
a Tuesday shortly after 10 am,
anticipating a visit of several
hours. A surprising number of
people parked at the same time,
then proceeded to walk toward
the adjacent runway of the
Navy base. "They must know National Naval Aviation Museum, Pensacola, FL, viewed
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December 5th Chapter
Christmas Party

Dec 14th Board Meeting
The December BOD meeting will be held on Wed Dec
14th online hosted by Pete Miller at 7:00pm. A summary
of the minutes from the November BOD meeting recorded
by Pete Miller are as follows:

The December Chapter Christmas
Party will be on MONDAY December
5th at the Outback Steakhouse in
Plano (off Hwy 75)

Meeting called to order by Norm Biron at 17:30.

Food, Fun and Fellowship along with an excellent dinner
and other surprises are in store. the rooms opens to us at
5:30. Seating begins at 6:30 pm and you will order when
you are seated (just like a typical restaurant visit).

Minutes from the previous meeting approved via email.

Tickets are $20 and hopefully we have a reservation from
you. If you don’t have a reservation we still may be able to
accommodate you. Email Sam Cooper. We would love to
see you there.

Chapter Meetings
Monday Dec 5 (Christmas Party), Jan 4th

Sam Cooper- treasurer@eaa168.org

Officers/Directors in Attendance: Michael Stephan, Norm
Biron, Jim Canniff, Mel Asberry, Ann Asberry, Bruce
Fuller and Sam Cooper.

Board of Directors Meetings
Dec14
GENERAL MEETING, SPEAKER / SUBJECT

Please see page 3 for more
information, time, etc. We will
not have a speaker for this
month only.

January 4: Tentative speakers include Russ Emanis and
the X-Project, Chuck and Jeff, and Jim Wilson.

We look forward to seeing
you there.

Tentative plan to follow up with Bruce Fuller at
AeroCountry.

PROJECT VISITS

TREASURER REPORT
Sam discussed the Treasurer’s Report for October. There
were 5 membership renewals and 1 new member. We have
69 paid members.

December Fly-in Events
By Michael Stephan

Popular local events to put on your schedule. Candidates
for this month (more info on page 10)
Saturday, Dec 3rd 9am
1st Saturday Coffee and Donut Fly-in,
McKinney National Airport (TKI)
Saturday Dec 10th 8am-3pm
Air Salvage of Dallas (ASOD) Christmas Sale
Lancaster (LNC), TX
Saturday, Dec 31, 2016 9:00am (RBD)
AOPA Rusty Pilots Presented by AOPA
Dallas Executive Airport

OLD BUSINESS
• Officer Elections were held at the October meeting. 2017
officers are as follows: President - Michael Stephan; Vice
President - Ann Asberry; Treasurer - Sam Cooper;
Secretary - Pete Miller
• The Christmas Party is still as planned. Will collect
money at meetings and through PayPal link on email.
Operation Once in a Lifetime will be in attendance for
donations. Discussed games and door prizes.
• Discussed membership database. Pete located an EAA
member who had created a database for his chapter. Pete
got a copy but has had trouble integrating that DB for our
use. In the meantime, Michael and Pete have been
working on adapting WildApricot. It has not yet been paid
for.
• Alternatives to the current schedule for BOD meetings
were discussed. The Board feels that we would like to
continue meeting one hour prior to the Chapter meetings.
Board members successfully tested online
videoconferencing using Zoom. This will be used as
needed.
• Pete is working on the meeting schedule for 2017 with
Paul Marcum. Pete met with Paul immediately after the
Chapter meeting. Paul already had some dates in mind.
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Ken Krebaum Wins Gold!

2016 Christmas Party
By Michael Stephan

By Norm Biron

The Sport Air Racing League
concluded the 2016 race season,
on November 12, with the
Rocket 100 Air Race in Taylor,
TX and announced the League
standing for the year. Our Ken
Krebaum took top honors
winning the 2016 Experimental
Gold Championship. He beat
Jeff Barnes and Dave Adams,
his longtime nemesis and last year Gold and Bronze winners, by
270 season points. This was not an easy task, Ken raced twelve
of seventeen League races this year and won nine. with his RV-8
in the RV Blue class. Congratulation Ken!
For race results and detail race standings: sportairrace.org.

It is time for this year’s party.
The date is Monday, Dec 5, 2016. Yes, Monday!
We are going back to the same
Outback Steakhouse (1509 N
Central Expy, Plano, TX
75075) we had it at last year
with the only difference this
year is we have the room from
5:30 PM on, so we can gather
early to chat.
The price for a ticket is the same as last year $20.
The Outback managers suggested we use the same
serving plan as last year, and that is when a group
takes their seats a server will take their order.
Seating will begin at 6:30 and service will begin as
soon as you are seated. We will have a private room,
so we will have the ability to socialize as well before
taking a seat.
Operation Once in a Lifetime will join us again this
year with an opportunity to do some charity during
the Christmas season. Sgt Sowers will tell us of the
good work your contributions do.
We will also play a few puzzle games that we have
enjoyed in the past and end the evening with a few
door prizes.
The menu last year worked great so it is also the
same.
Salad:
House or Caesar
Outback Special:
6 oz Sirloin seasoned and
seared on our flat top grill
to lock in the
flavor.
Chicken on the Barbie:
8 oz Grilled Chicken
Breast seasoned and
cooked on our wood fire
grill.
Perfectly Grilled
Salmon:
7 oz Filet of Salmon
seasoned and cooked on
our wood fire grill.

Expressions in
Thread

Charlo1e Coe, Co-Owner
Sid Smith, Co-Owner

Choice of sides:
Garlic Mashed Potatoes
Veggies
Broccoli

2951 Furneaux Lane
Carrollton, TX 75007

urbanangels915@yahoo.com
214.952.1922
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where to go," we thought, and just moved along
with them. Shortly we joined a queue. Asking a
neighbor in the queue, we found out that there was
to be an airshow. "Oh well, why not take the time
and watch it," we said. "There will be plenty of
time to visit the museum afterwards."
Listening to announcements of volunteers
managing the queue, it finally dawned on us that
the Navy's Blue Angels were to perform. Indeed,
around 4,000 spectators were expected. Luckily, we
were among the first 100 or so who got a front row
seat at the rope separating the crowd from the
taxiway.
The Blue Angels fly six F/A-18 Hornet jets. Most
of the maneuvers are flown in very tight diamond
formation; at one time, the wingtips are just 18
inches apart. During our visit, four planes flew
instead of six. For us, it was just as exhilarating.

One of the volunteer guides, a former Air Force Black Hawk
helicopter pilot, gave us lots of technical information about the Blue
Angels. We finally got an explanation why the Blue Angels
performed here. Every week on Tuesday and Wednesday, from mid
March to early November, they put on an airshow in Pensacola as a
practice run. Then they fly to some other location to perform there
on the weekend. How lucky that we came on a Tuesday to visit the
museum and thus could see them in action!
Afterwards we visited the museum. Unfortunately, the huge
Hangar Bay One was being renovated, and many aircraft had been
temporarily crammed into the museum building. Planes were hard
to see, and there was little information about them. But we toured
everything and took some pictures.
A large sculpture in the entrance hall depicts Navy aviators of
WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, and Desert Storm.

Entrance hall of National Naval Aviation Museum

The Navy-Curtiss Flying Boat was designed to patrol the Atlantic
during WWI and guard against the German U-Boat threat.
Four Blue Angels in tight formation.
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The courtyard features four jets of the Blue
Angels.
Navy-Curtiss Flying Boat of WWI.

carriers.

A huge wall picture tells the story of the aircraft

Among rarely seen planes are the WWII German
Messerschmitt Me 262 fighter jet and the Japanese Zero.

US Navy Aircraft Carriers

The museum's IMAX movie theater offers three movies.
We made an excellent choice, selecting the movie "The
Magic of Flight." It is mainly about Navy flying: Takeoff
and landing on carriers, high speed maneuvers, and then,
in great detail, the training of the Blue Angels and their
breathtaking performance at airshows.
What a day!
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The final event of the day was a visit of the
Pensacola Lighthouse, which is almost next to the
museum. At 191 ft, it is unusually high. The view
from the top is impressive, as are the large Fresnel
lens and the delicate yet sturdy cast iron staircase.

Manatee Springs, Chiefland, FL.

If you go there, spend a few more days to visit the nearby pristine
beaches of Destin, FL, and at least one of the secluded freshwater
springs of central Florida. If you are brave, like my wife and me,
you will even swim in the crystal clear 70-72 deg F water.
Within a day's drive is the Tampa Bay area. The enchanting Marie
Selby Botanical Gardens in Sarasota, FL, has stunning orchids.

Lighthouse, Pensacola, FL

Orchids of Marie Selby Botanical Gardens,
Sarasota, FL . . .

Looking up inside: Fresnel Lens.

Looking
down:
Cast iron
staircase.

A calming waterfall with mermaid invites meditation.
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Finally, you may want to drive to Anna Maria Island, walk
along its beautiful beach, swim in the usually calm waters
of the Gulf of Mexico, and almost every evening enjoy an
otherworldly sunset.

Last Chance Pancakes
By Michael Stephan

Although the fly-in season is at an end for another year,
there is still some good flying days. I find the winter flying
in Texas to yield pretty good flights. Before the end of the
season, I did get to one of the last pancake fly-ins of the
year in Cleburne last month. It was the Fifth Saturday of
the month pancake fly-in (October happened to have five
Saturdays).
That morning was excellent weather, and from Grand
Prairie it is a real short hop to get there. Several of my
buddies from GPM and the local area were there.
Having an airplane is a good conversation starter, and I
met several new friends. I had a good talk with one of the
officers from the new Cleburne Chapter. Looking forward
to doing stuff with that chapter. Fasst Team member and
frequent Chapter presenter, Mike Montefusco was there as
well. we spent some time talking safety and future meeting
possibilities.
A short hop had me back at GPM. Tucked the airplane
back in the hangar, and sat there for a bit looking back at a
great year of fly ins.

Sunset on Anna Maria Island, FL.

If all this sounds like an advertisement obtained at a
Florida Welcome Station, don't worry. Just go and have a
wonderful time. In October, the summer tourists are gone,
the snowbirds of the north haven't arrived yet, hotels and
restaurants are half empty and eager to serve, and the
weather is just perfect. On top, the performance of the Blue
Angels is breathtaking.

Hoping 2017 will be as good or better.

A beautiful Stinson and former Oshkosh winner from Pecan
Plantation.

Newsletter Archives Online
www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/

US Sport Aircraft

www.ussportaircraft.com

Elevate Your Experience...
4700 Airport Pkwy

Office: 972.735.9099

Addison, TX 75001
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Upgrade That Panel
By Michael Stephan

Marvin Brott told me that every five years you should
upgrade your panel to “freshen it up”.
Recently, Mel decided to do that as well. Here is his
story and the latest iteration of his RV-6 panel.
About a year ago I started thinking about
upgrading my panel again. Even though it operated
beautifully, the Dynon D10A was getting smaller
and smaller. No, optical age has nothing to do with
it! Well…… maybe a little. I started doing
research to find the cheapest…..make that the most
economical solution. I thought, if I can sell my
Dynon and GPSMAP 495, I can recover much of
the cost.

Panel before upgrade

After much research I decided on the GRT Sport
SX. It has everything I need at a reasonable price. I
cut a new panel insert and almost ordered the unit.
Now it’s close to Oshkosh. Maybe they will offer
some kind of discount. So I waited. When the
announcement came out it was for a new unit they
were working on. The “Oshkosh Special” was the
new Sport EX. The special was $400 off and
included Synthetic Vision, Moving Map, Internal
GPS, Digital Magnetometer, and 9 total serial ports.
ADS-B 2020 compliant GPS for $400 additional.
The only problem is it’s a slightly different footprint
than the Sport SX, so now I had to cut and paint
another panel insert.
As with most new things the unit was shipped
almost 2 months later than originally planned.
Going under my panel I discovered what appeared
a be rat’s nest. Further investigation showed that it
involved no rodents at all, but just what happens to
a neat wiring plan after 23 years of “minor”
changes. Ken Krebaum was kind enough to help
me sort out a new wiring harness, Thanks Ken.

New Opening

Panel with the G-meter installed

After installing the new harness, my pitot and
static system looked pretty ratty. So I redid that.
Where does one stop?
Today I turned on the switches and low and
behold, everything lit up and none of the magic
smoke escaped. Only experienced “Sparkies” will
understand the magic smoke thing.
Working at Texas Instruments for 41 years I
learned that every new electronic device is
packaged with a specific amount of “magic smoke”,
this smoke is what makes the device function. If
you ever let that smoke out, the device is dead,
forever.
Blue skies and tailwinds,
Mel
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Clean those Screens
By Michael Stephan

One of the maintenance jobs I hate doing is
cleaning that pesky oil suction screen. Getting it
in and out is not bad, but the safetying it back is
tough. But the importance of cleaning it should
not be overlooked.
If you engine is making metal you can find
signs of it by inspecting the oil filter element,
but if it is making big pieces those will be
“screened out” at the suction screen which
protects the oil pump. So don’t neglect that
screen. Dick Flunker found a serious problem
on his engine when he checked his screen.
This screen is located at the bottom of the
sump and on the back for my Lycoming. It is

A Clean Oil Suction Screen

much power. But it looks like it loosened the carbon. Other than the
fun, it is another good reason to fly in a race on occasion.

Oil Suction
Screen

An Oil Suction Screen doing its Job

Richard Wingfield’s First Flight Plaque
By Michael Stephan

secured
with safety wire and has a crush gasket that
needs to be replaced. Gary Bufkin of Aeroparts
at Dallas Exec has them for 50 cents a piece.
Don’t buy just one. You will need them at the
next inspection. Have towels handy because oil
will leak out even though you emptied the sump.

At the November meeting, Norm Biron presented Richard Wingfield
with his First Flight plaque for his RV-14. During the meeting Richard,
who previously owned an RV-6 and built an RV-8, described to chapter
his building of the RV-14 and how it’s construction differed from other
RV models. It was very interesting. Congratulations Richard!

I cleaned mine recently to find quite a bit of
material on the screen. Normally it is clean, so
this was a bit alarming. To clean it I dropped it
into a jar of solvent to clean the material off of
it. That left the particulates in the bottom of the
jar that I ran a magnet against to see if any of the
material was ferrous. None of it was. So, I
asked a resident expert at the airport and he said
“that looks like carbon.” Why so much at this
oil change?
I usually baby my engine and everyone tells
me I need to run it harder to clean out the lead
and the carbon. This summer I did race in the
Sportair Racing League’s race in Terrell. During
the race I did run it at full power for about an
hour, feeling uncomfortable running at that
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Upcoming Events

Air Salvage of Dallas

Saturday, Dec 3, 2016
1st Saturday Coffee and Donut Fly-in,
McKinney National Airport (TKI), McKinney, TX

CHRISTMAS SALE & FLY-IN
DECEMBER 10, 2016 8AM-3PM

Let's get together for some fellowship and fun. We're
having Free coffee and donuts for everyone on the first
Saturday of every month at Chuck Roberts Hangar 2520 in
the McKinney Hangars Association area at the McKinney
National Airport TKI McKinney, TX. Let's gather at 9:00
am. You don't have to be a member to attend. Fly-ins can
ask the tower for directions to the MHOA Hangers. See you
there!
Contact: Mikey Laney
Phone: 469-261-4938
Website: http://www.eaa1246.org/coffeeanddonuts.asp

EVERYTHING IS ON SALE!!

Saturday, Dec 31, 2016
New Years Day Fly In, Jacksonville, TX
Cherokee County Airport (KJSO), Jacksonville

Start the New Year right by visiting the New Years Day
Flyin sponsored by EAA Chapter 1592. Enjoy ham, black
eyed peas, greens and all your favorites. Probably some
cornbread, too to go with all the hangar flyin' and lyin' !!
NOTE: Since the first is a Sunday, this year the Fly In will
be on Saturday 12/31 from 11 AM to 1 PM !! Hope to see
you there!! Visit us on Facebook. Bring a crowd with
you !!!
Contact: Jack Porbeck
Phone: 903-312-4810
Website: http://www.cherokeecountyairport.com

20 TO 50% OFF
AIR SALVAGE OF DALLAS --- Located across
from the Lancaster Airport (KLNC) FLY-IN OR
DRIVE-IN Transportation will be provided!
LANCASTER AIRPORT -- fill up at the
competitively priced self-serve fuel!
ALSO ENJOY EATING AT THE “LANCASTER
TAXIWAY CAFÉ”

Dallas, TX 75237

Saturday, Dec 31, 2016 9:00am (RBD)
AOPA Rusty Pilots Presented by AOPA
Ambassador Pat Brown with Thanks to
Slipstream Aviation
Location:

Dallas Executive Airport Business Conference Center
5303 Challenger Dr
Dallas, TX 75237
Life may have gotten in the way, but the dream of flight
can be yours again. Returning to the skies is not as difficult
as most rusty pilots think. We're inviting you back in the
cockpit and will help you get there. Come and participate in
a FREE Rusty Pilots program with fellow lapsed pilots. We
will help you understand what's changed in aviation since
you've last took the controls and brush up on your aviation
knowledge. The Rusty Pilots program is developed by
AOPA in partnership with local flight training providers in
order to create the best environment for getting you back in
the air and a part of the general aviation community.
Details and Registration:
https://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/event_details.aspx?
eid=72420
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For Sale: Sensenich fixed pitch aluminum prop setup for
a O-360 (76" dia 65" pitch, spacer and 12" dia. spinner)
Less than 60hrs since installed new. $2750
Bill Bracken 817-925-4699
For Sale: Impulse Coupling Magneto Kit $500.00
1 ea. Slick
Slick Mags
Magneto
Modelfrom
4371,O-360
600 Hours
For Sale:
removed
Lycoming,
ea. Impulse
Coupling
Spacer
#43711Impulse
(366 hrs),
#4370
Non-Impulse (zero hrs),
2 ea.spacer
Longand
Mounting
Studs
includes
harness,
will need drive gear for
4
ea.
Aircraft
Spark
Plug
Leads
4370. 4371 $300 - 4370 $750
OBF Marvin Brott
4
ea.
Aircraft
Spark
Plugs
pmbrott@sbcglobal.net 214-726-9117
Norm Biron 972 436 5144
ForSale:
Sale:
David
Clark headset
TSO $100.
For
RV-6
Kit. Empennage
complete,
wings Hydraulic
(in jig)
Wing
jack
for
RV
aircraft
(RV
Easy
Lift
and ailerons partially skinned, wing has dual System).
landing New
condition
– used
Tail dragger
dragger
for RV
lights.
Fuselage
kitonce.
in box$140.
and fuselage
jig. Have
original
plans
and 2nd
of recent
plans.
$15K,
or other
tail set
wheel
aircraft.
$125.
Tools: Pneumatic and
hand.
Just about
enough to build an RV or other sheet
Ken
Whitehead
214-755-3282.
metal aircraft. 35 items, mostly from Avery Tools and all
For
Sale:toMidget
Projects
ready
work. Mustang
New price
for these tools is more than
Larry
Birdwell
) of cost: New
$1850.
Sell for( ldbirdwell@sbcglobal.net
$700. Aircraft parts, 20-50%
UMA suction gauge , electric boost pump, tachometer,
For
O-200;
100 hours
overhaul.
rodSale:
end Varieze
bearings,w/Cont
aluminum
tubing,
Call oronemail
for list
1350
total
time
and prices. George Kilishek (972) 250 2906 or
$14.5k.
Leon Rausch 214-349-6024
s_kilishek@yahoo.com.

For Sale: Garmin 396 (Updated). $600 or best offer.
Bill Bracken 817-925-4699

Two story home with enclosed upstairs patio, two sepa
rate living areas, iron/brick fenced, covered RV parking.
Hanger is 50x34 and has 2 electric automatic doors with
direct access to hanger from house. Well maintained and
For Sale: RAI-6 (formerly Foxtrot 4)
move in ready. Website with pictures: http://
This
is a quickbuild project featured on
mysite.verizon.net/resy4wnc/index.html
Owner:
www.revolutionaviation.net,
known as the RAI-6.
It’sPam
bob_myrick@me.com or 214-729-2260
Realtor:
been
in my
shop for the past
6 years with only a little work
Knieper
at 817-243-8345
/ pam@knieperteam.com
advanced on it (ribs, spar cut-out, etc). It’s a composite,
fast,
low wingfixed
configuration.
Details
aresetup
on thefor
For 4-seater,
Sale: Sensenich
pitch aluminum
prop
website.
or pitch,
instruments
a O 360 No
(76”engine
dia 65”
spacerare
andwith
12”the
dia.package.
spinner).
Asking
$40,000.
Contact
Franknew.
Prokop,
1890 Sawmill
Dr.,
Less than
60hrs since
installed
LOWERED
PRICE
Lucas,
TX
at
214-213-1775.
$1850 - Bill Bracken 817-925-4699
For Sale: Fiber Glass Cloth For Sale Bi directional 8H
satin Weave Aeronautics/Aerospace grade, 13.3 mils
thick, 50” wide, warp strength 562 lbf/in, fill strength 518
lbf/in, 14.43oz/sqyd, compatible with all resins, in origi
nal packaging 125 yard rolls. Comparable price at Air
craft Spruce, over $9/yard. $400 per roll, that’s only
$3.20 per yard to EAA members. Cut lengths $7/linear
yard 50”wide with a $50 minimum. Call Jim Carney 214763-6784.

Builder Web Sites

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from nonmembers

willSale:
be run on
a space available
basis.
Ads will
be run at the
newsletter
For
Sensenich
fixed
pitch
aluminum
prop
setupEditors
for discretion.
By Michael Stephan
O-360 (76” dia 65” pitch, spacer and 12” spinner)
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anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.
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EAA Chapter 168

c/o Sam Cooper
1502 Shannon Place
Carrollton, TX 75006-1517

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM
New Member
Renewal
Info Change
Membership dues for EAA Chapter
168 are $20/year.
Make checks payable to
EAA Chapter 168
Mail application to:
Sam Cooper
1502 Shannon Place
Carrollton, TX 75006-1517

Name
Copilot (spouse, friend, other)
Address

City"

State"

Phone Home:"

Work

Zip

email address
EAA # "

Exp date:

(Chapter 168 membership requires National EAA membership)

National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
PO Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086
National EAA Membership:
(800) JOIN EAA (564-6322)
Phone (920) 426-4800
Fax: (920) 426-6761

Pilot/A&P Ratings
I am interested in
helping with:

"
"
"
"
"

Plane, Projects (%complete) and Interests:

Fly-Ins
Programs
Newsletter
Young Eagles
Officer
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