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‘That’s All, Brother’ Takes to the Skies!!!
From eaa.org

Experimental Aircraft Association!
The Commemorative Air Force’s
Douglas C-47 That’s All, Brother,
which led the D-Day invasion into
Normandy in 1944, made its first
post-restoration flight on
Wednesday, January 31 at Wittman
Regional Airport in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin.

! Chapter 168

! Dallas

The CAF estimates that by the time its complete, more than 22,000 restoration manhours will have been spent on the aircraft. The goal is to have That’s All, Brother fully
airworthy in time to fly back to France in 2019 as part of the 75th anniversary
commemoration of the D-Day invasion.
Article Index
That’s All, Brother

After Basler Turbo Conversions
in Oshkosh received a call from the
U.S. Air Force saying it believed
Basler was in possession of this
historic aircraft, Basler verified the
serial number and made an
agreement to sell the aircraft to the
CAF. As part of the sale, Basler
agreed to complete a full
Photo via CAF
restoration of That’s All, Brother, to Long-time CAF veteran pilots Doug Rozendaal (left)
its original D-Day configuration.
and Tom Travis (right) in That’s All, Brother
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Read the complete story on the EAA website:
http://warbirdsnews.com/warbird-restorations/thats-all-brother-takes-to-the-skies.html
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Monthly Schedule

February 6th Chapter Meeting

Feb 6th Board Meeting

The February Chapter meeting
will be on Wednesday Feb 6th
at the Farmers Branch
Library, located on the
northwest corner of Webb
Chapel and Golfing Green
Dr. The meeting will be
held in the auditorium and
begin at 6:30 p.m. with
socializing and coffee. The
program will begin
promptly at 7 p.m. and finish
by 9:00 p.m.

The February BOD meeting will be held on Wed Feb 6th
in Farmers Branch Library Auditorium at 5:30pm. A
summary of the minutes from the Jan BOD meeting
recorded by Pete Miller are as follows:
Meeting called to order by Michael Stephan at 17:39.
Minutes from the previous meeting approved.
Officers/Directors in Attendance: Michael Stephan, Ann
Asberry, Mel Asberry, Norm Biron, Jim Canniff, Pete
Miller, Jim Novak, Bruce Fuller, and Sam Cooper.
CHAPTER MEETINGS

This month our speaker will be Curt
Richmond, President of IAC Chapter 24. Curt is local
Airshow pilot who also won the National Championship at
Oshkosh last year in the Intermediate Category. He is also
a member of ICAS. More information on Curt is on page 3.
If you are interested in aerobatics or want to know more
about the IAC, this is your opportunity.
We hope to see you at the meeting.

Feb 7 (W), Mar 7 (W), Apr 4 (W), May 1, Jun 5, Jul 10,
Aug 7, Sep 4, Oct 2, Nov 6
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
Feb 7 (W), Mar 7 (W), Apr 4 (W), May 1, Jun 5, Jul 10,
Aug 7, Sep 4, Oct 2, Nov 6
GENERAL MEETING, SPEAKER / SUBJECT
February 7: Speaker TBD. Options include IAC Chapter
24.
YOUNG EAGLES

February Events

No Young Eagles this Month.

By Michael Stephan

TREASURER REPORT

Here is a few February dates to put on your calendar.
Details on page 10
Saturday, FEB 3rd, 2018

Sam discussed the Treasurer’s Report for December. There
was 1 new member and 6 membership renewals. We have
70 paid members. Sam discussed the year-end financials.
The year-end report will be summarized and included with
the February newsletter.
Old Business

WED Feb 6th, 2018

• Thanks to Mel and Ann for the End-of-year party. It was
fun and well attended.

Maiden flight of SpaceX's Falcon Heavy rocket

• Chapter renewal is completed.

There are several FAA Fast Team seminars.
Those not listed on page 10 can also be found
at the FAA wesite:

• Discussed the Sonex donation to EAA. Norm has been
talking with National. The board decided to pass on
taking the project, but will assist as needed to expedite the
donation to someone else, since the project is local.

First Saturday Coffee and Donuts
McKinney National Airport (TKI)

NEW BUSINESS

www.faasafety.gov

• Sam discussed whether complimentary newsletters should
be sent out after February.
• Pete requested the option to purchase a new, smaller
coffeemaker for around $40.00. The board approved.
The meeting was adjourned at 1950.
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Presidents Message

Curt Richmond

From the President

From Curt Richmond Airshows

By Michael Stephan

The year is well underway now with January in the
rear view mirror. February is usually the aviation
doldrums of winter, but we have a couple of things
making news to keep us interested.
•The C-46 that lead the D-Day Invasion Thats All,
Brother flew again after an extensive restoration.
•The maiden flight of SpaceX’s Falcon Heavy with
Elon Musk’s Roadster on board will happen on Feb 6th.
After a month of pretty miserable flying weather, we
have had a few weeks of nice weather. If you have a
plane, I hope you were able to take advantage of it. I did
get a few flights in myself. February, however, is a
month that I use to do my yearly conditional inspection.

Curt has been a licensed pilot for over 20 years and holds a
commercial license. Curt became involved in competition
aerobatics several years ago, and now is a regular on the
competition scene. Last year Curt won several gold, silver and
bronze flight metals all in International Aerobatic Club
sanctioned events. Curt has also competed in the 2014 U.S.
National Championships, and finished 1st place in his class!
Curt Flies the Pitts S-2B, a two-seat light aerobatic biplane.
It is powered by a 6-cylinder 260 horsepower Lycoming
engine. There have been some modifications to the aircraft to
enhance the performance.
Curt and his Pitts are based at Aero Country Airport in
McKinney Texas.

The Chapter work goes on. In March, we will elect
new Board Members. If you want to get more involved
with the direction of the Chapter, the Board is a great
way of doing that. We changed our Board meeting to
precede the Chapter monthly meeting to make it easier
for those participating. If you think it is too much for
you to be on the Board, think again. It really is easy and
fun.
At the Feb meeting we have Curt Richmond from IAC
Chapter 24. Aerobatic training is on my list to
accomplish. So it will be interesting to hear him.
I also want to thank last month’s meeting speaker
Michael Combs for his presentation. He is a fantastic
speaker with many interesting adventures. Michael
message is very inspirational and I am glad he shared
that with us. We hope to have him back again.
Lots of things to look forward to as we head into the
spring. Keep working on those projects and knock the
rust off those flying skills and we will see you soon.

Builder Web Sites

Social media sites

Pete Miller’s RV-7 smilinpete.com/wp/
Jim Novak’s RV-8 www.mykitlog.com/izzybear

www.facebook.com/eaa168

Greg Schroeder’s Sportsman www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1

www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)
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Builder Updates!
By Michael Stephan

Our builders are going so fast that if look away for a minute,
a bunch of new airplane is built. Grand Prairie is home of
several of or member projects, and this is their current status.

Charlie Wright is chewing through his RV-10 kit. Now
with his Cessna 172 in another hangar, he has room to
spread out with the RV-10 kit, and not a moment too
soon. He has finished the rear cabin area and the firewall
and front area of the cabin. The current task is to join the
two areas at the spar.

Bill Bracken is making good progress on his Spitfire replica.
Even though the pictures show the fuselage upside down,
Those tasks are done and the fuselage is currently upright.
The landing gear is in place and much of the cockpit is
finished.

The underside wing panel on Bill’s Spitfire project

The Spitfire’s Landing Gear

The two halves of the RV-10 cabin

The RV-10 front and back sections joined together

Chapter Name Tags Available
If you would like to order your own name tag you
can place your order with the Treasurer, Sam Cooper.
Name tags are $5 each (when we order a minimum of
5), payable when the order is placed.

Newsletter Archives Online
www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/
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Our newest member/pilot/builder is Ben
Wright, and yes it is Charlie’s son. Ben who
grew up watching his dad build a RV-9A. Ben
was able to get some flying time in the RV-9A,
before Charlie sold it and bought a Cessna 172
because that would be a better time-builder for
his two sons. Ben has a lot of time in the 172.
With that time and a degree from a Part 141
flight school in South East Oklahoma, Ben now
flies for Envoy. His commutes from his home
here to his base in Chicago.
He liked his RV experience so much that he
decided to build his own. The tail kit of an
RV-7A is now on his workbench in the hangar
with his Charlie’s RV-10.
This is a father-son build that results in two
different airplanes. Ben is working diligently,
but his first project is not moving nearly as fast
as Charlie’s second. Also, Ben benefits from
sharing the tool collection of his dad. Ben will
purchase the kits as he can afford them, so that
will slow progress a bit. But he is making good
progress on the tail so far. We should see a
horizontal tail finished soon.
Not only is Ben our newest member, but is
probably the youngest. Welcome Ben and build
on.
I also have an update on my RV-8 project. I
have been receiving big parts recently. In the
fall the XP-360 engine showed up. Last moth
the Whirlwind prop arrived. This week I picked
up the cowl made by Showplanes.
My RV-8 uses the cowl and canopy made by
Showplanes. Therefore I need very few parts
from Van’s finish kit. As a result, I am sourcing
my own finish kit materials, and the cowl is one
more of those parts. The cowl looks real nice,
but will need the typical fitting and trimming. I
can’t wait to put it on, but there are more things
to do on the RV before I can mount the engine
and fit the cowl.

Ben Wright with the start of his RV-7A project.

Things are getting exciting here at Grand
Prairie!

The Showplanes RV-8 cowl
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Shower of Sparks?
By Michael Stephan

Shower of Sparks, what is it and how does
it work. That is what I asked others, and I
got many varied responses. So I ventured
onto the internet to do a little study. With
out tedious details and wiring schematics, I
will try to demystify, the Shower of Sparks.
First, shower of sparks is a method of
starting our aircraft engines. Most
commonly found on Mooneys. It is an
alternative to the impulse coupler on the
magneto.
Some Background. On our four stroke
engines during normal operation, the timing
of the spark is advanced to before the piston
reaches the top of the compression stroke;
25 degrees to be exact. But at startup, the
RPM is very low and advancing the spark
could cause the engine to reverse or
kickback. So, during startup, the timing is
retarded to not fire until the piston has
reached the top of the compression stroke or
zero degrees of advance. Along with the
retarded timing, we also need some spark
energy.

points are chosen with an internal switch in the mag and determined by the
position of the start switch.
Now some energy. The vibrator box is actually what creates the shower
of sparks. The magnetic field in the internal coil builds and collapses
causing an internal switch to open an close creating an pulsating DC current
in an adjacent coils and creating a series of quick sparks to the magneto that
is sent to the spark-plug.
The last piece of the puzzle is the start switch. Like most start switches it
has the OFF, LEFT, RIGHT, and BOTH positions. The Shower of sparks
has one more position past the BOTH position which turns on the Vibrator
Box. You can hear it buzz. You then push the key in to engage the starter.
Thats how it works.
If you want a more detailed explanation on how the circuit works, you can
watch the video here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4TQrD8Xesw
Shower of sparks is not used much anymore, but if your friend gives you
the keys to his Mooney, and the start switch is a little different, now you
know how to start it.

Elon Musk to Send his Roadster to Mars
By Michael Stephan

Spacex’s Falcon Heavy Rocket
The starting vibrator of the Shower of Sparks
system

The shower of sparks systems consists 3
parts, the magneto, the vibrator box, and a
start switch.
The magneto is unique in that it has two
sets of points, the 25 degree advance and the
zero degree advance. The correct set of

February 2018

Feb 6th will be the maiden flight of SpaceX's Falcon Heavy rocket from
the historic Launch Pad 39A which was used for NASA's Apollo moon
missions and space shuttle flights at the agency's Kennedy Space Center in
Cape Canaveral, Florida.
Payload for the launch is Musk’s own Tesla Roadster. Musk has said the
launch, if successful, will deliver the Roadster into a heliocentric orbit that
will eventually send the midnight-cherry-red electric car by Mars.
Elon reminds that there is much that can go wrong, but should be
spectacular either way. It really is “Mars or Bust” for this launch.
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Whats Old is New
By Michael Stephan

In the era of computer numerical control (CNC) and digital
cad drawings and parts made to incredible tolerances, it is
sometimes easiest to use an old method of fabricating parts.
Many times in building my RV I had to fabricate a part from a
drawing on the plans, or in those cases were I make a
modification, design my own part. A typical example is
making a bracket out of a piece of stock aluminum angle.
Normally, I would get out my sharpie, and using the
dimensions on the plans, would clumsily draw lines on the
aluminum. I would measure from one side and from the top
and try to locate the exact spot were those drilled holes are
supposed to go. No matter how careful I am, or how finely
exact I read the scale on the ruler. Those holes never quite end
up in the right spot.
Recently I ran across an old tablet of grid Vellum paper. So, I
started using it to help fabricate simple parts. Using the grid
makes it easy to draw the dimensions of the parts on the paper.
Each grid is one inch that is divided into 10 smaller grids. So a
little math is needed if you measurements are in english units.
Without having to use my rulers to get those holes measured on
the aluminum, I just count the grid lines and locate and mark
the holes.
Once the part is drawn, I can cut it out and lay it (or tape it)
over the aluminum part, trace it with my sharpie, and use my
impact punch to mark the hole locations. In the case of the

angle, I can draw both sides of the angle and bend the
Vellum template at the 90 degree corner of the angle.
It also works well creating a part I design. It is easy to
lay it out on the paper before ever putting tools to the
part’s material.
This in not the most high tech method of fabrication,
but I have used it several times with good results.

5431 Saturn Dr.
LB 26
Dallas, Tx 75237

The 1” grid and divisions of .1”

CFI List
Tom Guyton
Voice: 214-566-1765 voice/text
Email: tom@tguyton
ATP Multi, Commercial Single engine land and sea
CFI, CFII 5000 hours total time 2000 hours dual
instruction given.
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Upcoming Events

Description:
Convective weather briefings demand extra attention to
weather factors that aren't usually taught to any
pilot. A good understanding of weather factors that lead
to severe weather can give the pilot a good indication
of the possibility of severe weather and where it may
develop. This seminar will introduce the weather
factors involved and how to interpret them.

By Michael Stephan

Saturday, Jan 6th, 2018
First Saturday Coffee and Donuts
McKinney National Airport (TKI)

Website:www.facebook.com/EAAChapter1246

Saturday, February 17, 2018

FAA Safety Team Seminars and Webinars

Complex Airspace Workshop

On Saturday February 3

Saturday, February 17, 2018, starting at 10:00
Speaker(s): Bob Choate

"Rusty Pilots presented by AOPA Ambassador Pat
Brown and hosted by Slipstream Aviation"

On Saturday February 3, 2018 at 09:00 Central Standard Time
Location:
Slipstream Aviation / Dallas Executive Airport
5303 Challenger Drive
Dallas Executive Airport Business Conference Center
Dallas, TX 75237
Description: Once a pilot, always a pilot...But, if you're feeling
a little Rusty...
You might be like more than 500,000 other pilots (that's right,
half a million), who have taken a break from flying. The good
news is that getting back to flying is easier than you think. So,
what does it take to get back in the air?
•

Some flight and ground instruction

•

No FAA checkride or test

•

You may not even need a medical

This clinic is for Pilots and Student Pilots who want
to learn more and become comfortable operating
within the busiest airspaces in the US. We all don’t
learn to fly in Class B Airspace and for many of us a
Class C airport is the most challenging airspace we
have experienced. Join us as we build the scenario’s
for you to confidently navigate the most complex
airspace. Emphasis is on Communication, what to
expect from ATC and developing some best practices.
Lunch of Hot Dogs and Chips will be served in this 3hour event.
US Sport Aircraft + Thrust Flight
4700 Airport Parkway
Addison, TX 75001
The workshop will be held in the US Sport Aircraft +
Thrust Flight showroom hangar. This is the first
hangar on the left once you pass the Addison Fire
Department at Addison Road and Airport Parkway.

On Saturday February 3
"Convective Weather Briefings"

On Saturday, February 3, 2018 at 10:00 AM

Aviation Services

Location:
Collin College
4800 Preston Park Blvd.
Plano, TX 75093
Speaker: Wayne Fink

Maggie Severen

FBO Manager
Cell: 469-585-6612
FBO: 940-297-6411
Toll Free: 1-866-383-2400 ext 6447
email: mseveren@usaviation.aero

Denton Municipal Airport
4850 Spartan Dr.
Denton, Texas 76207
VM: 940-297-6447
Fax: 940-381-5385
www.usaviation.aero

US Sport Aircraft

www.ussportaircraft.com

Elevate Your Experience...
4700 Airport Pkwy

Office: 972.735.9099

Addison, TX 75001
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a O 360 (76” dia 65” pitch, spacer and 12” dia. spinner).
For Sale: David Clark headset TSO $100. Hydraulic
Less than 60hrs since installed new. LOWERED PRICE
Wing jack for RV aircraft (RV Easy Lift System). New
$1850 - Bill Bracken 817-925-4699
HANGAR
ECHOES
For Sale: Parts, Planes, Services
condition – used once. $140. Tail dragger dragger for RV
or Sale:
other RV-6
tail wheel
aircraft. $125.
Tools:wings
Pneumatic
For
Kit. Empennage
complete,
(in jig)and
For Sale: Fiber Glass Cloth For Sale Bi directional 8H
hand.
Just
about
enough
to
build
an
RV
or
other
and ailerons partially skinned, wing has dual landing sheet
satin Weave Aeronautics/Aerospace grade, 13.3 mils
metalFuselage
aircraft. kit
35 in
items,
mostly
from Avery
Tools
and all
lights.
box and
fuselage
jig. Have
original
thick, 50” wide, warp strength 562 lbf/in, fill strength 518
ready
work.
New
price
for $15K,
these tools is more than
plans
andto2nd
set of
recent
plans.
lbf/in, 14.43oz/sqyd, compatible with all resins, in origi
$1850.
Sell 214-755-3282.
for $700. Aircraft parts, 20-50% of cost: New
Ken
Whitehead
nal packaging 125 yard rolls. Comparable price at Air
UMA suction gauge , electric boost pump, tachometer,
craft Spruce, over $9/yard. $400 per roll, that’s only
rodSale:
end Midget
bearings,
aluminum
tubing, Call or email for list
For
Mustang
Projects
$3.20 per yard to EAA members. Cut lengths $7/linear
and Birdwell
prices. (George
Kilishek (972) )250 2906 or
Larry
ldbirdwell@sbcglobal.net
yard 50”wide with a $50 minimum. Call Jim Carney 214s_kilishek@yahoo.com.
763-6784.
For Sale: Varieze w/Cont O-200; 100 hours on overhaul.
1350 total time
For Sale: Sensenich fixed pitch aluminum prop setup for
$14.5k.
Rausch
214-349-6024
To place Leon
an ad: Submit
requests
for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to the newsletter Editors. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from nonmembers
O-360 (76” dia 65” pitch, spacer and 12” spinner)
will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.
For Sale: Garmin 396 (Updated). $600 or best offer.
Bill Bracken 817-925-4699
Bill Bracken 817-925-4699
Board of Directors
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We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form,
format, and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and per
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We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format,
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EAA Chapter 168

c/o Sam Cooper
5932 Janet Ct
Westlake, TX 76262-9603

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM
New Member
Renewal
Info Change
Membership dues for EAA Chapter
168 are $20/year.
Make checks payable to
EAA Chapter 168
Mail application to:
Sam Cooper
5932 Janet Ct
Westlake, TX 76262-9603

Name
Copilot (spouse, friend, other)
Address

City"

State"

Phone Home:"

Mobile:

Zip

email address
EAA # "

Exp date:

(Chapter 168 membership requires National EAA membership)

National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
PO Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086
National EAA Membership:
(800) JOIN EAA (564-6322)
Phone (920) 426-4800
Fax: (920) 426-6761

Pilot/A&P Ratings
I am interested in
helping with:

"
"
"
"
"

Plane, Projects (%complete) and Interests:

Fly-Ins
Programs
Newsletter
Young Eagles
Officer
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