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Last month we learned of the passing of 
longtime Chapter member Howard 
Walrath.  In the January 2000 Hangar 
Echoes, Marvin wrote a very entertaining 
account of Howard, his career, his time in 
our Chapter, his love for flying and his 
beloved RV-6A.  In honor of Howard, I am 
again publishing that excellent article.

It was the summer of 1952 when 
Howard Walrath had his first ride in an 
airplane while serving in the U.S. Army in 
Korea. Still several months shy of his 
19th birthday he was an experienced 
artillery forward observer, adjusting X 
Corps cannons and howitzers on North 
Korean targets of opportunity. 

When volunteers were requested for 
temporary duty to run fire missions from 
Army observation planes, he welcomed 
the opportunity to leave his frontline 
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bunker and enjoy a few days of hot chow. 
Although initially surprised at the airplane’s 
small size and cramped quarters in the back 
of the L-19 “Bird Dog” he was to mount 
several times a day, he reveled in soaring 
through the skies to seek out the enemy 
behind their lines. 

The “down side” was that these targets had 
rifles and machine guns and would 
frequently fire at the plane as it climbed and 
circled while waiting for the first artillery 
rounds to land and be adjusted onto the 
target. 

When his enlistment ended in 1954, 
Howard entered the University of Iowa to 
seek a degree in Electrical Engineering. With degree in hand four years later, he 
was recruited by Collins Radio in Cedar Rapids to work on their Avionics 
products and soon discovered that many of the engineers there were either pilots 
or ham radio operators (or both). 

Howard Walrath
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April 4th Chapter Meeting 
The February Chapter meeting will 

be on Wednesday April 4th  at 
the Farmers Branch Library, 
located on the northwest 
corner of Webb Chapel and 
Golfing Green Dr. The 
meeting will be held in the 
auditorium and begin at 
6:30 p.m. with socializing 
and coffee. The program 
will begin promptly at  7 p.m. 
and finish by 9:00 p.m. 

The topic this month is engine 
building and Pete Miller will detail his 
experience at the Aerosport  Engines build school.  Pete 
recently travelled to Aerosport  to build the engine for his 
RV-7. Learning how you engine is put  together is valuable 
knowledge and he will share that with us.  Build schools are 
becoming more popular and Pete’s experience should be 
very interesting.

We hope to see you at the meeting. 

April Events
By Michael Stephan

Here is a few April dates to put on your calendar. Details 
on page 10

April 4th Board Meeting
The April BOD meeting will be held on Wed April 4th in  

Farmers Branch Library Auditorium at 5:30pm.  A summary 
of the minutes from the March BOD meeting recorded by 
Pete Miller are as follows:

Meeting called to order by Michael Stephan at 17:39. 
Minutes from the previous meeting approved.
Officers/Directors in Attendance: Michael Stephan, Ann 
Asberry, Mel Asberry, Norm Biron, Jim Canniff, Pete Miller, 
Jim Novak, Bruce Fuller, Chris Smith, Brad Roberts, and 
Sam Cooper.

CHAPTER MEETINGS
Apr 4 (W), May 1, Jun 5, Jul 10, Aug 7, Sep 4, Oct 2, Nov 6

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
Apr 4 (W), May 1, Jun 5, Jul 10, Aug 7, Sep 4, Oct 2, Nov 6

GENERAL MEETING, SPEAKER / SUBJECT
April 4 : Pete Miller will discuss his engine build school 
experience at AeroSport engines in BC, Canada. 
May 1: Lloyd Wright - Drones
August 7: Oshkosh Report

November 6: Mike Hance 

YOUNG EAGLES 
No Young Eagles this Month.

TREASURER REPORT
Sam discussed the Treasurer’s Report  for February. There 
were 6 membership renewals. We have 71 paid members. 
The IRS form 990 was accepted on February 6. Sam has not 
yet decided whether he will purchase Quicken for this year. 

OLD BUSINESS
Michael purchased the borescope for the chapter.
Sam reported that complementary newsletters have been 
extended for the year. 

NEW BUSINESS

• No New Business
The meeting was adjourned at 18:06. 

 

Saturday, March 31, 2018
5th Saturday Pancake Breakfast
Cleburne Regional airport (CPT) 

Saturday April 14th, 2018
Aero Country Visit.  Marvin has invited us out to look at 
the planes and cars in his hangar.  9AM
Details on page 3

Tuesday April 17th, 2018
RV-7 Visit.  Pete Miller invites us out to look at the 
progress on his RV-7 project
Details on page 3

Saturday April 28th, 2018
Grand Prairie(GPM) Visit.  Michael Stephan invites the 
Chapter to see the many project underway at GPM.  9AM
Details on page 3
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At the request of many members, we are restarting our project 
visits.  With the weather in a sweet spot, it seems like a good 
time to visit some projects.

The first will be a visit to AeroCountry in McKinney on 
Saturday April 14th.  We will meet at Marvin and Ken’s 
Hangar on Rearwin Lane.  Start time will be around 9am.  
Marvin and Ken have award winning planes to see. If you are a 
fan of vintage cars, there are some of those there as well.

On Tuesday April 17th, Pete Miller invited us to look at the 
progress on his RV-7.  Pete is currently on the finish kit and will 
probably have the engine on the mount by then.  He is a not 
long to having the airplane completed and looking for an 
airport.  This should be an interesting and informative visit.  

Pete’s address is 3925 Medina Dr. in Plano.
The last visit this month will be on Saturday April 28th to 

the project mecca known as Grand Prairie.  We will meet in the 
terminal building at 9AM for a little food, then head down to 
the South hangars in rows 19, 20 and 22.  In row 19 I have my 
RV-8 sharing a hangar with and Acrosport II fuselage, Airbike 
fuselage and GP4 wing.  In the same row is Charlie Wright’s 
RV-10 and his son Ben’s RV-7.  In row 20 is my RV-8 fastback 
project, RV-9 project and GP-4 Fuselage (As you can see, my 
hangars will be quite full).  Bill Braken’s Spitfire is also in row 
20 on the south facing side.  Ted’s Cessna 210 and Chris Paris’ 
Moose are on the south side of row 22.

Not sure how the format will work, but if you miss us at the 
terminal building, head for the south hangars and look for the 
crowd.  If you need help getting through the gates call me at 
214.232.2405.

Social media sites

www.facebook.com/eaa168

 www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)

Builder Web Sites
Pete Miller’s RV-7 smilinpete.com/wp/
Jim Novak’s RV-8 www.mykitlog.com/izzybear
Greg Schroeder’s Sportsman www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1

From the President/Editor
By Michael Stephan

This month I reprinted an article that appeared in the 
Hangar Echoes when I was just a fledgling member, and 
might have been the first year I was working with Marvin 
and Clair Button on the newsletter.  Howard lived an very 
interesting life, and it was enjoyable to relive that article.  
Also, the RV-6A that was Howard’s joy is now for sale.  If 
you have interest you can contact me and I can give you 
Howard’s sons information.

The board also wanted to bring back project visits, so we 
have three scheduled for this month, starting at Aero 
Country on Sat April 14th.  Pete Miller is Scheduled for 
Tuesday April 17th for a look at his RV-7 project (now 
with engine).  Finally on Sat April 28th, we will visit 
Grand Prairie Muni to see the multiple projects going.  
since my hangars are spilling out, we will gather at the 
terminal for some food and drink, then explore the south 
hangars. If we get good attendance, we will continue with 
more project visits.

Lastly, Marvin’s article on documentation has struck a 
chord with me.  Watching Ted rebuild his 210, I have seen 
the benefit from complete documentation.  Everything is 
spelled out in his repair manuals.  Since I built my plane 
and am the only one working on it, documentation didn’t 
seem that important. Eventually the airplane will be 
owned by someone else, as does about a third of Vans 
Aircraft, that owner will need documentation.  So, I see 
the need for my self and the community of builders to 
improve our planes’ documents.  Bee in Bonnet..Stay 
Tuned.

Upcoming Chapter Events
By Michael Stephan

Board of Directors Election 
The election for the Board of Directors was held at the 

regular Chapter Meeting convening at 1900 on March 7, 
2018. The slate as presented included Ann Asberry, Mel 
Asberry, Bruce Fuller, Norm Biron, Jim Canniff, Brad 
Roberts and Chris Smith. There were no additional 
nominations from the floor. Jim Carney made a motion to 
accept the slate as presented by acclamation. Ann Asberry 
seconded the motion. The slate was accepted by acclamation.

http://www.facebook.com/eaa168
http://www.facebook.com/eaa168
http://www.twitter.com/eaa168
http://www.twitter.com/eaa168
http://smilinpete.com/wp/
http://smilinpete.com/wp/
http://www.mykitlog.com/izzybear
http://www.mykitlog.com/izzybear
http://www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1
http://www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1
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Although he yearned to fly, all of his GI Bill entitlement had 
been used up for college. Now equipped with wife and new son, 
it looked like flying lessons would have to wait. Fortunately, 
one of his friends found an Aeronca Champion for sale, and 
after they recruited two other Collins engineers, they bought the 
Champ and found themselves an instructor. In subsequent years, 
additional members joined their flying club and a Tri-Pacer, 
Bonanza 35 and a Mooney 21 were added to the fleet. 

In 1972, Collins Radio Company merged into Rockwell 
International and Howard, then a Vice President of Collins, was 
asked to relocate to Dallas to run a new Computer Systems 
division. During the next 3-1/2 years he logged a half million 
miles on various airlines and in Rockwell jets, but not one hour 
of “real flying”. 

That started to change in 1975 when a friend invited him to a 
Chapter 168 meeting. Enthused with the camaraderie and love 
of flying he found in the group, that summer he rented a 
Cherokee Six 300 from a friend, got current and loaded up his 
now-larger family for a vacation trip to the East Coast and 
Midwest, with a 3-day stop at Oshkosh 75. 

Thoroughly convinced that the growing homebuilt movement 
and the designs he found at Oshkosh represented the future of 
general aviation, a month later Howard made one of his 
smartest decisions when he became an EAA Life Member for a 
one-time payment of $300. 

Another important move was when he visited Harris “Woody” 
Woods at his airport in Holly Springs, NC. Woody was a self-
taught engineer who had turned paper route money into flying 
time and then went into the military “to get free stick time”. 

He designed the Woody’s Pusher to give his son something to 
fly. After designing both fixed-wing and rotary-wing aircraft for 
several companies including Benson, Bell, McDonnell and 
North American, he moved to North Carolina and formed 
Aerosport, Inc. Aerosport designed and produced kits for the 
Aerosport RAIL, QUAIL, and SCAMP and during his visit 
Howard flew all three prototypes out of Woody’s grass strip. 

Intrigued by the all-metal, twin-engined Aerosport RAIL, 
Howard ordered the kit and headed back to Dallas to clear out 
the garage and start building. The RAIL bore a resemblance to 
the Breezy, except that it is single-place and has two engines 
mounted on pylons in pusher configuration behind the pilot. 

The following May a FAA inspector issued an 
airworthiness certificate, and on May 30, 1976, Aerosport 
RAIL N44HW broke the surly bounds of earth at Grayson 
County Airport. 

At Oshkosh 76, the RAIL, named “Mach Point One 
Two”, was the only multi-engined, experimental-category 
aircraft on the field. 

Howard had modified his RAIL to hinge the fuselage 
boom, allowing the empennage to fold back over the wing 
for trailering. This let the now-only-8-foot-wide RAIL be 
carried span wise on its trailer. It was on one of these trips 
coming back home from the airport in 1977 that a 
Volkswagen sideswiped the car and trailer, “totaling” both 
along with the RAIL. 

With over 90 hours of Multi-engine PIC time logged (but 
no Multi rating since one isn’t required if you cannot carry 
passengers) Howard started looking for a new project. He 
finally settled on a 4-place BD-4 project started by retired 
Braniff pilot Jim Armstrong. After looking at Jim’s expert 
workmanship, the sale was quickly consummated and the 
project moved to the North Dallas garage. 

Progress on the BD-4 slowed considerably later that year 
when Rockwell named Howard president of a new 
electronics division with plants in 12 U.S. and foreign 
locations. While averaging 150,000 airline miles a year the 
next 4 years, he managed to get an occasional weekend of 
plane building logged. A J-model Bonanza was rented for 
family trips and, of course, their annual pilgrimage to 
Oshkosh. 

In 1979 and 1980, Howard and his wife Joanne 
completed the design and built a residence (with attached 
hangar, of course) at Air Park–Dallas. 

In 1984 at age 50, Howard elected early retirement from 
Rockwell to concentrate on serious airplane building and 
travel. Uncertain about the future of Air Park–Dallas, a 
year earlier they had purchased a lot at Hidden Valley 
Airpark, having long since concluded that Living With 
Your Plane is the only way to live! 

Howard and Joanne decided it was time to finish the 
design and start building their new home on the lot they 
owned at Hidden Valley Airpark. 

Chapter Name Tags Available
If you would like to order your own name tag you 

can place your order with the Treasurer, Sam Cooper. 
Name tags are $5 each (when we order a minimum of 
5), payable when the order is placed.

Newsletter Archives Online
www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/Riding the Rail

Howard Walrath Continued

http://www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/
http://www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/
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The move to Hidden Valley Airpark was 
completed in 1995,  and Howard was getting an 
increasingly-serious case of “RV-itus”.  He was 
already suffering from the increasingly frequent 
bouts of despair watching his neighbors taxi past  
his house to go bore holes in the sky while he 
remained earthbound. 

AirVenture 98 marked the Walraths’ 24 
consecutive trip to Oshkosh. During the fly-in, 
Howard rode in a RV-6 and finally understood 
what a “RV Grin” was. With the kids grown and 
gone, two seats plus baggage would satisfy most  
of their cross- country needs. Obviously, much 
more research was necessary. 

After looking at every RV he could find and 
talking to builders to determine how many hours 
it really took to get the quality, equipment and 
finish he wanted, Howard concluded that it 
could take 3,000 hours or more. By year-end 
’98, he had decided that it might be doable.

 It turns out December 28, 1998 (which was 
Howard’s 65 birthday) became decision day. With 
the other demands on his time and now 65, was 
starting a 3,000-hour project realistic? 
Reluctantly, (then, not now!) he decided that with 
over 2,000 RV’s flying, there had to be one that 
he could buy.  The die was cast; he’d try to find 
one that was finished (or nearly so). 

In late May, after weeks of searching the net and 
spending hours on the telephone talking to sellers, 
a candidate was found in Americus, Georgia. 
After studying specifications and photographs 
and asking many questions, Howard ordered 
WAC’s and a title search from the AOPA and 
bought an airline ticket to Georgia. Armed with 
some excellent Inspection Check Lists secured 
from archives of the 800+ member “RV-List”, 
three days were spent pouring over the builders 
manual, logs, peering into inspection panels and 
removing upholstery to confirm that the 
workmanship evident on the exterior was also 
present “where it didn’t show”. 

Satisfied that the builder had done his work 
well, the purchase was made. After two hours 

orientation “in type” with the seller to satisfy AVEMCO’s requirements, 
the RV-6A was pointed west to Texas. Despite some deviation around 
weather and slight headwinds, the 670 nm trip took just over 4 hours. 

Since bringing the RV-6A (now N55HW) home to Texas, Howard and 
Joanne have made trips to Copperstate in Phoenix and SWRFI in 
Abilene, several local fly-ins and four trips to Austin where a grandson 
was born in November. 

With its 200 HP IO-360 engine and McCauley constant- speed 
propeller, performance is excellent and the 54 gallons of fuel 
gives it very long legs with IFR fuel reserves. Cruising speed is 
over 200 mph at 8,000 feet with reasonable fuel burn. 
Despite its NAVY insignia and markings, it feels right at home 
in the Texas Wing of Van’s Air Force. At EAA Chapter 661’s 
Fall Fling Fly-In in September, it was judged Best Kit Built. 
While Howard was very pleased to accept the award, the real 
credit is due, and was given, to the builder, Nicholas Ruys. 

The RV-6A’s Instrument Panel 

Howard and Joanne’s home in Hidden Valley
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Our Airplanes Need Documentation
By Marvin Brott

While at Oshkosh 2017, Michael and I had a conversation with Paul Dye 
and Vic Syracuse about a problem with Experimental Amateur-Built Aircraft  
that is getting some notice.  That problem is a lack of documentation.   Yes, I 
know this is an unexciting subject but it is necessary for our airplanes.  

 Specifically, when looking at Vans Aircraft there are 10,086 flying now 
and we guess that as many as 3000 might be with a second owner. 

The second owner’s first problem came while searching the available 
RVs for sale and finding that many did not have adequate 
documentation to define what was being sold.  Second owners very 
likely will expect documentation similar to what a certified airplane 
like a Cessna Skyhawk has.

All 10,086 RVs are slightly different.  This makes the pre-buy 
inspection difficult since the builder determines all that happens after 
Vans Aircraft t delivers the kit.  In talking to Paul and Vic, who have 
done pre-buy inspections, the stories are many of really poor 
documentation on what the airplane represents.   And if it is an older 
airplane, what modifications have been made?  Good documents could 
very likely influence the price and make the sale.

Now that the second owner has his Experimental aircraft, 
maintenance will become a big issue.  First, the yearly 
conditional inspection will require an A & P.   A good share 
of the A & P’s run the other way when asked if they will do 
the maintenance or annual inspections, because the 
documentation is poor to non-existent.  They get paid to turn 
a wrench versus researching the airplane needing their 
attention.  Once again second owners will expect Skyhawk 
quality paper work to support maintenance.

Like most tasks we take on, the job is not finished until the 
paperwork is done!  And that is certainly the case for airplane 

building and hence solving the above 
problems.  There are many ways to go about 
this paperwork task.  As a starter, go to http://
www.vansairforce.net/ and look at about 20 
POHs (Pilot Operating Handbook) for ideas.  
It seems like each POH has its own 
assemblage of material.  Look at all of them 
because there is a lot of relevant material that 
you might be interested in.  My approach was 
to separate the documentation into a POH 
(Pilot Operating Handbook)and a 
Maintenance Handbook.  There are many 
ways to collect and present the information.  
Most of the POHs are done in Microsoft’ s 
Word format which is what I did.  For 
diagrams PowerPoint was used and then 
inserted into the Word document.  Updates to 
the manuals are easily made in the Word file 
and reprints can be made when needed. 

I printed the material in booklet format 
(double column) on 8 ½ by 11 paper. Then the 
print shop folded and cut it into two 8 ½ by 5 
½ book pages. Finally, a spiral binder is 
added.  This makes the handbook easy to 
handle and store.  These two manuals are 
about 40 pages each.  Note the USB drive at 
the bottom right which is utilized to store all 
available documentation above and beyond 
from manufacturers.

 As a minimum. the POH should include 
information pertaining to specifications, 
performance, panel switch/breaker layout and 
controls.  And finally, the most important is 

Tom Guyton
Voice:  214-566-1765 voice/text 
Email: tom@tguyton
ATP Multi, Commercial Single engine land and sea
CFI, CFII 5000 hours total time 2000 hours dual 
instruction given.

CFI List

http://www.vansairforce.net/
http://www.vansairforce.net/
http://www.vansairforce.net/
http://www.vansairforce.net/
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current weight and balance data.  All the factors that a pilot 
needs to fly the airplane should be included.  In the early 
days of instrument panels, it was easy to define the 
functions.  The new EFIS/Glass panel systems have Pilots 
User Guides that are incredibility important in understanding 
the many functions.  While a very 
short guide can be included in the 
POH, the full version should be 
put on a USB Flash Drive or better 
yet on an iPad.  For the Dynon 
SkyView and Garmin G3X the 
guides are about 300 pages.  The 
real test for the POH: is the 
information available for the pilot 
to fly the airplane?  I also included 
a copy of aircraft Registration and 
Special Airworthiness Certificate.  
Plus, a reprint of Operating 
Limitations. Note, the reprint does 
not replace the requirement that 
the original copy must be in the 
airplane.

For the Maintenance Manual, the 
goal is to be able to find the 
information needed in minutes. A 
material reference list should 
include model numbers and serial 
numbers from the prop to the tail 
wheel.  In many cases, a telephone 
number or web site will save time.  
Next for servicing and 
maintenance, the manual should 
have a list of consumables from 

tires to batteries and lubrications from oil 
to prop grease.  There should be a 
suggested service schedule and a list of 
Service Bulletins.  Then there is a helpful 
list of torque settings.  Finally, a 
suggested Condition Inspection checklist.  
Vansairforce.net under the POH tab has 
some excellent checklists for these 
inspections.
 The tables and lists for maintenance are 
fairly generic for most of our aircraft but 
where serious time can be saved is with 
making clear how the electrical systems 
have been installed.  This needs to be 
detailed to the very last wire.  First are 
the power distribution diagrams from 
alternator/battery/switches/overload-
protection to component requiring power.  
And how the interconnections are made 
for avionics integrated components such 
and the Dynon Skyview.  Recently on an 
RV-14, the Garmin G3X interconnect 
diagram was so complex that it was only 
readable in a PDF file, hence on a USB 
Flash Drive.  The USB Drive may also 
have all the install guides and engine and 

prop guides.
Don’t despair. Most of the material going into these 

manuals is readily available. If you want to see what I have 
done for these manuals, send me an e-mail request (see page 
11) and I will send you a PDF file.

The Pilot Operating Handbook for RV-8 80666
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ENGINES..  ENGINES.. ENGINES!
By Michael Stephan

There are several major landmarks in the construction of an airplane;  
finishing that first part, putting the completed wings in their cradle, 
getting the fuselage on the gear, sitting in the pilot seat and making 
engine noises.  But one of the most important is putting the engine on 
the mount and then have that engine running.  Well we have several 
member projects that have recently had those exact things happen.

Lets start with Pete Miller.
Pete is building an RV-7 and he has all the work done on the airframe.  

Now it is firewall forward time.  He spent time looking for good used 
engines, but eventually decided “new” was the way he wanted to go.  
But that wasn’t quite good enough. Building his own engine was Pete’s 
choice.  We have had several other members do this same thing. With 
the availability of the kit engine, Pete decided to travel to Kamloops 
Canada and build his Superior XP-360 at AeroSport Power’s build 
school.

After a few days of hard work, Pete has completed his engine and it 
was run on the AeroSport test stand.  At our April meeting he will share 
his experience with us with plenty of pictures to illustrate the process.

 

Pete’s XP-360 starts like this

Then there is a lot of this

And you end up with this

At Grand Prairie, Bill Bracken recently received the engine for his 
Spitfire project, and it is a beast.  An 8 cylinder automotive engine with 
a belt reduction drive.  Sold as part of the kit, this engine will get that 
Spitfire to some very nice speeds.

I’m looking forward to seeing it on the mount.  
Once your engine is on the airframe it is time to put fuel and spark to 

it and see it run. In the span of two days we have had two engines 
make their first start at Grand Prairie.

The first was Ted Harrison’s.
Bill Bracken’s 8 cylinder beast for the Spitfire
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Ted is restoring a long-stored Cessna 210.  At the beginning of 
the project he new he needed an engine rebuild.  He decided to 
send parts out to be spec’d, source new parts, and then have 
Lucky at Air Salvage help him assemble the engine.

That started about a year ago and the six cylinder engine is 
now back on the C210 and was ready to fire.  Having watch Ted 
for most of his 210’s rebuilt, I was as excited as he was.  We are 
able to see all the engines parameters on the newly installed JPI 
EDM engine monitor.

The first couple of tries yielded no start.  After a short time of 
checking and a couple of quick calls to Lucky, the engine roared 
to life. Since it was a first run after a rebuild, Lucky had Ted on 
a strict regime of test runs to break in the engine.  So after a few 
short runs and data analysis, the Cessna is now ready for the 
next step forward.

Very Exciting.

Last, but not least, is Chris Paris.
He is building a Murphy Moose and putting it on floats.  The  

Moose is a large aircraft and needs horsepower, and the M-14 
radial is the engine Chris chose.  No big deal if you dismiss that 

is it of Russian design, is all metric and very difficult to 
find parts for.  Recently, I watched as he needed to find 
out what the carburetor fuel pressure needed to be.  In the 
book the spec was measured in Kgf/cm2.  

So nothing is simple with this engine.  Unlike Ted, Chris 
just wanted to see if the engine would run.  So, he hooked 
up what was needed to see if it would spin and fire up.  
Another quirk of the Russian radial is that it is an air-start 
engine.  Pump a large quantity of high pressure air into 
the cylinders to get the crankshaft to turn.  Chris 
experimented with different amounts of air pressure from 
his large air tank and found 500 PSI (35.153 Kgf/cm2) 
was enough to spin the prop fast enough to get the 
magnetos to fire.

With mag and start switches wired, air tank plumbed, 
and fuel pressure on the carb Chris was ready to give it a 
try.  While on fire extinguisher duty (safety!), I watched 
as the radial clinked and clacked while spinning very 
slowly.  There is so many variables to get right on an 
engine we new little about, I wasn’t surprised that it 
didn’t start. After every failed try, we had to wait for the 
high pressure battery-powered air compressor to refill the 
air tank.  That takes about an hour.

Once filled Chris was ready to try again.  With a person 
on the tank’s valve and Chris on the throttle, we tried 
again.  Much to my surprised the engine fires and 
struggles for a few seconds and then runs beautifully.  I 
looked around and my eyes weren’t the ones the size of 
saucers.  Wow!

It ran for a few minutes before Chris shut it down.  To 
prove it wasn’t a fluke, he started it a couple more times 
check a few items.  Excellent progress for the Murphy 
Moose.  There still is quite a bit work to get his plane 
ready for the sky, but this was a huge moment.

A major landmark in the project.

5431 Saturn Dr.
LB 26
Dallas, Tx 75237

Ted Harrison at the controls for the C 210’s first engine start.

Chris Paris’ M14 Radial on the Murphy Moose
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Upcoming Events
By Michael Stephan

 Saturday, April 7, 2018
First Saturday Coffee and Donuts
McKinney National Airport (TKI)

Website:www.facebook.com/EAAChapter1246 
Saturday, March 31, 2018
5th Saturday Pancake Breakfast
Cleburne Regional airport (CPT) 

Come out to enjoy the morning and have breakfast with friends! 
The airport will be serving pancakes, sausage, juice, milk, and 
coffee. This will be the first fly in breakfast for 2018!! Pancakes 
start at 8am

Cost: Dontation
Friday - Sunday, Apr 27-29, 2018
CRITTERS LODGE FLY IN AND CAMPOUT, 
CENTERVILLE, TX
DILLARD RANCH (TE01), CENTERVILLE, TX 

WX DATE May 4,5,6. SAVE THE DATE COME JOIN THE 
FUN!!!!! Critter's Lodge Camp out event will begin FRIDAY 
EVENING AT DINNER 6:30, ending Sunday morning after 
breakfast. For those who like to camp out we offer camping 
facilities, indoor restrooms, NO Port-O-Lets, solar outdoor 
showers, firewood, Wi-Fi and LOTS OF GOOD FOOD. Trailer/
RV parking with available electrical and water hook-ups are 
$20.00 for fly-in weekend. We offer reserved parking/camping 
spaces for $5.00 on a first come basis along the runway. 
Additionally, we offer 20+ Acres of pasture area camping/parking 

for FREE. For preferred parking space, contact us: 
Email: CrittersLodge@windstream.net, Phone: 
903-536-7000 home or 7004 Hangar. Our webpage: 
www.critterslodge.org Critter's Lodge is located on the 
Houston Sectional Chart near the 30 degree radial out of 
Leona identified as Dillard Airport, TE01, Packed turf, 
3,100 foot lighted runway, elevation 255 ft., use only 
east west runway. Land and taxi at your own risk. There 
are trees on both sides and end of runway. The runway is 
suitable for piston driven aircraft 12,500 pounds or less. 
Taxi and follow signage to proper parking area to avoid 
back taxi. Taxi and park in mowed areas only. Flight 
Info: See sectional chart near Leona VOR 110.8 032 
degrees~15 nm Lat. N31 - 18.27 Lon. 95 - 47.71. Radio 
required, MONITORING 122.9. Visual Flying Note: If 
you follow Hwy 7 between Crockett and Centerville, at 
intersection of the Trinity River and Hwy. 7, airfield is 
6.5 miles west. Look for WHITE OIL STORAGE 
TANKS on Right of Hwy 7. See 499 tower same 
location on sectional chart. Turn south one-half nm. Use 
left hand traffic for both runways. Runway 3100' x 70' 
wide. Tree-to-tree100 feet. Taxi only in mowed 
identified areas. All aircraft must have radio contact with 
controller prior to entering pattern. We are looking 
forward to your visit. If you have an unusual aircraft war 
bird, etc or would like locate near special friends please 
let us know in advance, if possible, we will be glad to 
accommodate you.
Contact: Wendell
Phone: 903 536 7000
Website: http://www.critterslodge.org

Aviation Services
Maggie Severen
FBO Manager
Cell: 469-585-6612
FBO: 940-297-6411
Toll Free: 1-866-383-2400 ext 6447
email: mseveren@usaviation.aero

Denton Municipal Airport
4850 Spartan Dr.
Denton, Texas 76207
VM: 940-297-6447
Fax: 940-381-5385
www.usaviation.aero

Expressions	in	
Thread

Charlo1e	Coe,	Co-Owner
Sid	Smith,	Co-Owner

2951	Furneaux	Lane
Carrollton,	TX	75007

urbanangels915@yahoo.com

214.952.1922
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EAA CHAPTER 168 OFFICERS
President Michael Stephan  president@eaa168.org 
Vice President Jim Novak vicepresident@eaa168.org
Secretary Pete Miller  secretary@eaa168.org 
Treasurer Sam Cooper  treasurer@eaa168.org 

Board of Directors

Flight Advisors
Mel Asberry  972-784-7544 n168tx@flytx.net
Michael Hoye  214-354-3638

Technical Counselors
Mel Asberry  972-784-7544 n168tx@flytx.net
Michael Stephan 214-232-2405 mstephan@shr.net
Michael Hoye 214-354-3638
Marvin Brott 214-726-9117     pmbrott@sbcglobal.net 

Membership
Frank Prokop  972-396-1168 aerosocc@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Michael Stephan  214-232-2405 mstephan@shr.net

Tool Custodian
Brad Roberts 214-351-0475 ber0101@sbell.net

Safety Officer
Mel Asberry  972-784-7544 n168tx@flytx.net

Web site Editors
Pete Miller   smilinpete@gmail.com

Young Eagles Coordinator
Jim Quinn  EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com 

Eagles Coordinator
Norm Biron   normbiron@msn.com

Social Coordinator
Michael Stephan  214-232-2405 mstephan@shr.net

Advertising
Michael Stephan  214-232-2405 mstephan@shr.net

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to mstephan@shr.net. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from 
nonmembers will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, 
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience 
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to 
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this 
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.

Web site Address:   www.eaa168.org
Social media sites: www.facebook.com/eaa168  www.twitter.com/eaa168

Norm Biron
Mel Asberry
Bruce Fuller 
Ann Asberry
Jim Quinn

Jim Caniff
Chris Smith
David Buono
Brad Roberts

For Sale: Varieze w/Cont O-200; 100 hours on overhaul.  
1350 total time
$14.5k.  Leon Rausch 214-349-6024

For Sale: Midget Mustang Projects
 Larry Birdwell ( ldbirdwell@sbcglobal.net )For Sale: RV-6 Kit. Empennage complete, wings (in jig) 

and ailerons partially skinned, wing has dual landing lights. 
Fuselage kit in box and fuselage jig. Have original plans and 
2nd set of recent plans. $15K, 
Ken Whitehead 214-755-3282.

For Sale $475.00
PS Engineering, PMA 6000M-C, Audio Control Panel with 
Monaural Intercom and Marker Beacon. 
Contact Norm Biron 972 436 5144
The unit was replaced because the Control Panel push-
button Speaker selection switch no longer latches and must 
be held depressed to hear the speaker. If you plan to use it 
in in a new installation a PS Engineering install kit will be 
required.

FOR SALE: Vision Microsystems 1000 Engine 
Management System. Includes display, the 
DPU, sensors and transducers $200.
 The Garmin panel-mounted GTX 
327 is a TSO-certified Mode C 
digital transponder with encoder.  
Great for the ADSB Out sniffers 
like the SkyBeacon and Garmin GDL 82.   $400
About 3 decades (70s, 80s, 90s) Sport Aviation Magazines      
Free
Marvin Brott    469 667 4916 or 214 726 9117

For Sale: 1993 RV-6 Tip-Up N168TX  $73,500 

Built by Mel & Ann Asberry, 1126 hrs. TT,  Feb 2018 
annual, Empty weight 1042 lbs., Lycoming O-320-E3D, 
9.5:1 compression, Roller rocker arms, (Aprox) 172 hp., 
850 SMOH, Dual impulse mags, Service bulletins complied 
with. Catto 3-bld w/NLE & Screw-less Spinner, 2 spare 
props, Catto 3-bld (climb), Sensenich Wood.
Hotel/Whiskey Extended Range Fuel Tanks (47 gals total 
fuel). GRT Sport EX EFIS w/Safe-Fly 2020 GPS (new), 
ADS-B 2020 compliant.
Garmin GNC 300 com(1)/gps, Xcom com(2), Trig 
transponder. Electronics International engine analyzer 
(UBG-16), fuel flow/pressure, dual fuel level.
TruTrak Vizion 380 2 axis autopilot. Dual Brakes. Manual 
Flaps and Trim.  Nice canopy cover that covers cabin vents.
Awards include: “Best All Metal” S&F, “Outstanding 
Homebuilt” S&F. “Grand Champion” All American Sport 
Aviation Fly-In.  “Mechanical Excellence Award” EAA 168.  
and More.
 Mel  972-784-7544    rvmel@icloud.com
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New Member
Renewal
Info Change

Membership dues for EAA Chapter 
168 are $20/year.

Make checks payable to 
EAA Chapter 168

Mail application to:
Sam Cooper
5932 Janet Ct
Westlake, TX  76262-9603

National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
PO Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086

National EAA Membership:
(800) JOIN EAA (564-6322)
Phone (920) 426-4800
Fax: (920) 426-6761

Name

Copilot (spouse, friend, other)

Address

City " State" Zip

Phone Home:" Mobile:

email address

EAA # " Exp date:
(Chapter 168 membership requires National EAA membership)

Pilot/A&P Ratings
I am interested in 
helping with: 
" Fly-Ins
" Programs
" Newsletter
" Young Eagles
" Officer

Plane, Projects (%complete)  and Interests:

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM

EAA Chapter 168
c/o Sam Cooper
5932 Janet Ct
Westlake, TX  76262-9603


