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Big Trouble at Grand Prairie
From Michael Stephan
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On March 13 at 4 am a fierce wind blew
through the Grand Prairie Airport leaving a
wake of destruction. Hangar Doors blown
off, hangars damaged, fences knocked
over, and one of the flights schools lost the
majority of its fleet. The tower reported
winds in excess of 105 mph.
I received a text message early that
morning and was one of the first out to the
airport about 4 hours after the wind event.
It was still raining when I saw the first
hangar door laying in the terminal parking
lot over thirty years away from the nearest
hangar. I didn’t take long to see how bad
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Presidents Message

From the President/Editor

non commercial end of aviation. We will see what
Boeing does.

At Grand Prairie, we have had a pretty difficult March. It is
gratifying to see how much everyone pitches in to help those
effected by the weather damage. It will be a while before things
are back to normal, but as an aviation family, we will recover.

At AEA Tru Trak announced its Vision autopilot now
certified for installation in the
Cessna 172, 175, 177 and the
PA-28. Ore-orders are being
taken for the Cessna 180, 182
and 185

By Michael Stephan

I want to thank the crew of FIFI for the presentation at last
month’s Chapter meeting. Brad Pilgram, the Flight Engineer and
main mechanic for FIFI, was compelling in his presentation of her
history. He not only new the history, but was a big part of the
history of that B-29 being the mechanic for most of her CAF
flying career. A true mechanic’s mechanic. Thank You.
Sun-N-Fun happens in the next week kicking off the 2019 Fly-In
season. We will send Jim Canniff as our reporter in the field
(literally, as Jim volunteers parking aircraft) to give a report for
next month. It will also be a first look at some of the new designs
that will debut this year.
We got an early look this month as several announcements were
made at the Aircraft Electronics Association (AEA) trade show.
Garmin announces a few new products. The new GPS 175—a
standalone GPS navigator with LPV approach capabilities ($4999)
and the GTX 375 with all the nav equipment along with a 1090
Mode-S transponder for ADS-B In/Out ($7999). Both employ a
touch screen interface as is common for all new screened avionics.

Not to be outdone, Dynon
also announced at AEA the
reduction in prices of the
SkyView Classic and
Vision Autopilot
SkyView SE EFIS products.
It will also discontinue the
SkyView touch and focus on the SkyView HDX and
their sole touch interface EFIS. The SkyView Classic
and SE versions will be $200 to $500 less expensive,
depending on screen size
The SkyView HDX also has an STC to be installed in
Cessna 172s. More information on the STC can be
found on Dynon’s website (dynonavionics.com).
As a good companion to the new Garmin GPS
navigators, at AEA Trig announced new Nav/Coms the
TX56A and the TX57A. The TX56A is a 10-watt unit
while the TX57A is a 16-watt unit for aircraft with a 28volt supply. Included features are automatic ident
decoding, two-frequency monitoring for both com and
nav frequencies, and a built-in digital (CDI) hopefully
shipping later this summer. List price for the TX56A is
$3,595. The TX57A is priced at $4,395.The company
also debuted a new CDI, called the TI106, and the TA50,
a compact GPS antenna.

Garmin GNX-375

It is an interesting combination of capabilities designed to
encourage stalwarts to upgrade that older panel for less money
than the more expensive Garmin GTN series of Nav/Coms. Since
transponders in the future will have or require a WAAS GPS
source, why not put the GPS navigation in with the transponder
equipment. The radios which will use a different antenna will be
in a separate box. The difficulty is the need for a NAV radio to
fly all the needed IFR aproaches. The only radio that Garmin
offers that will do that is the older SL30 Nav/Com. But if you
have an older Nav/Com and just want to add GPS and ADS-B the
GTX 375 might be just the ticket.

Trig TX56A Nav/Com

Boeing also made news with its purchase of the most popular
Aviation tablet app Foreflight. As a Foreflight customer I hope
the product continues with its leading edge technology
improvements yet maintain its reasonable cost for those of us on

Builder Web Sites

Social media sites

Pete Miller’s RV-7 smilinpete.com/wp/

www.facebook.com/eaa168

Jim Novak’s RV-8 www.mykitlog.com/izzybear

www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)

Greg Schroeder’s Sportsman www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1
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Monthly Schedule

April 2nd Chapter Meeting

April 2nd Board Meeting

The April Chapter meeting
will be on Tuesday April 2nd
at the American Flyers facility
on Addison Airport at 4650
Airport Parkway, Addison,
TX 75001. The meeting will be
held in one of the training
rooms and begin at 7 PM with
socializing and coffee. The
program will begin promptly at
7:30 p.m. and finish by 9:30
p.m.

The April BOD meeting will be on Tuesday April 2nd at 6
pm. A summary of the minutes from the March BOD
meeting recorded by Pete Miller are as follows:
Meeting called to order by Michael Stephan at 18:05.
Minutes from the previous meeting approved.
Officers/Directors in Attendance: Michael Stephan, Ann
Asberry, Mel Asberry, Jim Canniff, Pete Miller, Sam
Cooper, Norm Biron.
CHAPTER MEETINGS
April 2: Andrew Hensley from American Flyers
May 7: Formation Flying (FFI)

This Month our speaker will be
Andrew Hensley from American
Flyers to discuss training topics

Jun 4, Jul 9, Aug 6, Sep 3, Oct 1, Nov 5
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS

• Recurrent training – what should you do and when?
• What you should cover during your flight review to get
the most out of it.
• How to choose a flight instructor (for new pilots.)
• Rusty Pilot - what should you do if you haven’t flown in
a while (older flyers)
Should be interesting. We hope to see you there.

Apr 2, May 7, Jun 4, Jul 9, Aug 6, Sep 3, Oct 1, Nov 5
TREASURER REPORT
Sam discussed the Treasurer’s Report for Februaary. There
were 4 membership renewals and 1 new member. We have
69 paid members.
OLD BUSINESS
•

The Board discussed the Ray Aviation Scholarship
presented by EAA National. Norm has applied.
National has advised it will respond by Friday, March
8. (UPDATE: The Chapter has been pre- approved for
one (1) $10,000 grant.)

•

There is currently nothing new to discuss regarding
the Rich Gardner Award.

April Events
Below are few local events that you might wish to attend.
If you know of any event or have ideas for chapter events
email me at mstephan@shr.net

NEW BUSINESS

SUN 'n FUN Int'l Fly-In Expo - April 2 - 7
Saturday, April 6, 2019
First Saturday Coffee and Donuts
McKinney National Airport (TKI)
Friday - Sunday, Apr 26-28, 2019
Critters Lodge Spring Fly-In, Centerville, TX
Dillards Airport (TE01), Centerville, TX

•

The election for Board members is to take place at the
March meeting.

•

Discussed ideas for tool purchases. These include a
th
4 scale pad, pitot static test set, CO monitor, and
ELT testers. The consensus is that we should wait
until there is a need.

The meeting was adjourned at 1850.

Chapter Board Election

rvmel@icloud.com

April 2019

The election for the Board of Directors was held at the
regular Chapter Meeting convening at 1930 on March 5,
2019. The slate as presented included Norm Biron, Ann
Asberry, Jim Caniff, Bruce Fuller, Brad Roberts, Chris
Smith and Ben Wright. The floor was opened for further
nominations. There being none, Greg Schroeder moved to
accept the slate and Jim Carney seconded. The slate as
presented was elected with a unanimous vote by the
members.
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Sky Mates Cessnas Scattered on the Ramp

the damage was when I got my first look of the ramp area. I
saw a three Cessna 172s blown into a pile. In front of that
group was another one on it back. This looks devastating. As I
continued to drive around the ramp area, 172s were scattered
everywhere. Sky Mates fight school was wiped out. Many of
their planes were torn out their tie downs and ripped apart.
Some had flipped on their back while others were slammed on
their nose collapsing the nose gear. Amazing a handful were
unharmed. Out of a fleet of 25 planes, 10 were left. The other
planes tied down on the ramp were moved in the tie-downs but
received no damage.
After seeing the damage on the ramp, I noticed that the
hangars also received quite a bit of damage. I counted 38
hangars that had door damage of had the doors completely
removed. Several rows has more doors missing than attached.

Doors Scattered Everywhere

The areas between the rows were littered with 20’x12’
metal doors, some stacked in a pile. Having not made it
to my row yet, I had that sinking feeling. When I made it
down to my row, I found my door still intact. I then
made my way back to the terminal building were a group
of tenants were starting to gather.

One Row with all the Doors Removed

Newsletter Archives Online
www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/
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An RV with Damage from the Door
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The rain quit and the sun came out.
As a group we walked down the ramp examining the
devastation.
In the SkyMates Flight School parking area, we noticed that
many of the tie downs broke. They used a ratchet strap with a
thick rubber bungee near the end. That rubber bungee is what
failed in the high winds. As we passed a crew was already
working to secure the wreckages and unstack the three in a pile.
The ones without gear damage were towed down to the Sky
Mates maintenance hangar.
We then looked closer at the hangars that were damaged. Some
doors were blown off while others were blown in. If your door

The airport staff moved quickly to clear the debris. The
doors were moved over to a grass area east of the hangars.
A large forklift then stacked the doors into several piles.
In two of the hangars the roof purlins were bent and
twisted. That is how hard the wind blew. Those hangars
were built to withstand a 90 mph wind, and we clearly
had more than that.
The worst damage was a Citabria the had one door
laying across the top of its wing and another door hooked
on the propellor. Many of the planes had spinner damage
and aileron damage as they were pushed backward in the
hangar.
Several of the tenants made space in their hangars to
accommodate those whose airplanes were not damaged
but no longer had a secure place for their plane.

Broken Tie-down Strap

blew in, there was a good change the plane inside received some
damage. We estimated that when the wind blew though, it lifted
the hangar roof allowing the door to be released from the track at
the top. If you were lucky, your door blew out and not in.
A Badly Damaged Citabria

A few weeks after the damage, the city is working to
secure bids for the hangar repairs. The doors are still
stacked in the grass and the SkyMates damaged planes are
waiting to be hauled off to the salvage yards.
Amongst the wreckage, flying continues.

PRIVATE
INSTRUMENT

COMMERCIAL
FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR

American Flyers South
Addison Airport (KADS)
4650 Airport Parkway
Addison, TX 75001
214-765-9040

Twisted Roof Purlins in One Hangar
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Legend Cub Tour

By Michael Stephan

The McKinney Chapter arranged a tour of the Legend
Cub Factory in Sulphur Springs on March 16th, and we
were lucky enough to be able to tag along. We had a large
number of members attend.
The popularity of tube and fabric aircraft is on the rise as
an explosion of bush-flying videos are posted on the
internet. So it was no surprise to see so many interested in
seeing the Legend Cub Factory. I’m one of those
interested.
The Legend Cub is not a typical cub. These Cubs are
bigger, safer, and fabricated to exacting standards with the
combination of high tech materials and methods along with
some old school craftsmanship.
All the parts are fabricated in precision jigs that are
checked for accuracy several times a year.
Lightness plays a big part and Legend is using newer
materials to aid in that matter. Composite honeycomb-core
floors are practically weightless. The floats are also made
of a carbon and kevlar honeycomb composite. They are so
light two people can lift them easily. There is also more
lightweight composite material used in the fabrication of
the cowls.

This Cub, proposed for the Army, has a carbon fiber
removable fuselage cover that could include a
stretcher or third seat.

We are starting to see more technology in the landing
gear as performance takes precedence over originality.
More shock struts and less bungees is what you will find,
and some of the struts are highly engineered..
The factory also does a fair amount of refurbishing and
repair for customers. New Cubs shared the floor space
with others getting repaired as well as a few upgrades.
Legend also does high end restorations as well. One of
those restorations currently underway is the first customer
delivered Bonanza. Serial number 4 was being completely
restored on factory floor. Look for it to be on display at
Oshkosh this year.
Founder Darin Hart , hosted the tour of the welding shop
and the fabric covering area. He gave a compelling history

April 2019

Legend Cub on the assembly line getting the firewall
forward installed
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Serial #4 Bonanza Undergoing Restoration

Darin Hart leads the tour of the Weld Shop

of the company as well as what makes a Legend Cub a
high quality and unique airplane.
If you have enough money, Legend can build just
about any Cub you want.
Other Cub manufacturers get a lot of buzz and cost
more than planes twice their size, but Legend has a
product that gives you more for a much lower cost.
There is a bunch of Legend owners that would agree
with that.
Would love to have one.

Precision Jig used to fabricate the Elevators

Old School Craftsmanship still used to cover the Legend Cub
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Moving Day
By Pete Miller
February 21, 2019 – I moved the fuselage to the airport
today!
Dave Buono is renting me the back corner of his hangar at
Aerocountry.. I don’t know what to do with this much room
after being in the garage. My RV is a hangar-mate to Bruce
Fuller's Bearhawk.
I called a few towing outfits in McKinney. Some didn't even
want to talk to me. I think they thought I was moving a 737 or
something. I found a company called Expert Towing. They were
eager to help. One of their drivers came to the house a couple of
days before I wanted to move just to make sure he understood
my needs, the size of the airplane, etc. We arranged a date and a
price.

Unloading at Aero Country

The morning was rainy with some thunder, but by the time the truck showed up, things calmed down. The airplane had
never been wet before, though… Chris and Alonzo from Expert Towing were very professional and catered to my wishes
and my knowledge of the airplane.
I lost the truck in my own neighborhood, so I just headed to the airport on my own and waited for them. They weren't far
behind, though.
Unloading went very smoothly
The next week, I rented a 16' truck to move my wings,
various parts, and toolboxes. We filled that truck and made
sure every item was firmly tied down.
Now we're in our new home, and I've even already started
doing a little bit of work on the airplane

A nice workspace to finish the build!

April 2019
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IAC TO MOVE U.S. Nationals IN 2019
Submitted by Executive Director on Mon, 2019-02-18 13:35

A formal Nationals Site Review Process was ordered by the IAC Board of
Directors at the annual Fall Board meeting in November of 2018 and Bob
Freeman was tasked with conducting the process. Bob’s team consisted of Lorrie
Penner, IAC Executive Director, IAC Secretary Lynn Bowes, former Director and
founding member of Wichita Chapter 119 A.J. Hefel, and Kansas City Chapter 15
members John Morrissey and Linda Meyers-Morrissey.
In January, the Board met by teleconference where Bob presented his findings.
In all, forty-four centrally located airports were assessed including previous U.S.
Nationals sites, Sherman-Denison, Texas, and Oshkosh, Wisconsin. The Board directed Bob and his team to further explore
and personally visit the top three candidates which were Salina, Kansas, Great Bend, Kansas, and Lawrence, Kansas. The
team met with airport and city officials at those locations, local fire departments, and convention and visitor bureaus.
On February 15, the IAC Board of Directors met by teleconference to review the detailed report. Following Bob’s
presentation and upon the recommendation of his working group, the Board voted unanimously to select Salina, Kansas, as
the location for the 2019 U.S. Nationals. The contest dates have been confirmed for Saturday, September 21 through Friday,
September 27th.
Bob and the working group cited a number of reasons why the Salina Regional Airport, Salina, Kansas, location came out
on top. The former Schilling Air Force Base, Salina Regional Airport has hosted a number of large aviation events including
the National Intercollegiate Flying Association’s SAFECON national championships, the U.S. Military Jaded Thunder
exercise with over 1300

Spitfire Kit for Sale
By Michael Stephan

Chuck Bracken is listing Bill’s Spitfire kit for sale.
The Kit is partially completed and includes all the
available kits including the engine.
• Located at Grand Prairie Airport
• Contact: Carl Walker (817-938-7960) to view the
kit
• Manufacturer: Super Marine
• CorveGe engine V8 – includes a PSRU
• Model # MK26B-90%
• Kit purchased in September, 2016 and is about
50% completed (picture does not show the wings
but those are included)
• Value of kit & engine @ $213,000.00 USD
• Mo\vated seller asking $160,000.00 USD
My contact informa\on: Chuck Bracken email:
cbracken@fron\ernet.net
cell#612-232-6228

5431 Saturn Dr.
LB 26
Dallas, Tx 75237
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Upcoming Events

Chapter Tool List

By Michael Stephan

Our tool custodian is Brad Roberts. This list can also
be found on the Chapter’s website at eaa168.org

Below are a few upcoming events.
Saturday, April 6, 2019
First Saturday Coffee and Donuts
McKinney National Airport (TKI)

Website:www.facebook.com/EAAChapter1246
Come join us for some fellowship and fun. We're having Free
coffee and donuts for everyone on the first
Saturday of every month in the McKinney
Hangars Association area. Let's gather at 9:00
am. You don't have to be a member to attend.
See you there!

SUN 'n FUN Int'l Fly-In Expo - April 2 - 7, 2019

Friday - Sunday, Apr 26-28, 2019
Critters Lodge Spring Fly-In, Centerville, TX
Dillards Airport (TE01), Centerville, TX

Join us in our overnight Fly-In and camp out!! Event will
BEGIN on FRIDAY EVENING, ending SUNDAY MORNING
AFTER BREAKFAST. The KICK OFF DINNER STARTS
FRIDAY EVENING AT 6:30 pm. For those who like to camp
out we offer camping facilities, indoor restrooms No Port-OLets solar outdoor showers, firewood, Wi-Fi, and LOTS OF
GOOD FOOD. Trailer/RV parking with available hook-ups
$20.00 for fly-in weekend. We also offer limited parking spaces
for $5.00 each on a first come basis along the runway.
Additionally we offer 20+ Acres of pasture area camping/
parking FREE. To make a Reserved Parking Space contact us by
email: critterslodge@windstream.net or by phone 903-536-7000
home or 7004 hangar Please leave message if no answer. Also
see our web page: www.critterslodge.org
Contact: Wendell Dillard
Phone: 903 536 7000

Website: http://www.critterslodge.org

Saturday, May 4, 2019
Spring fly-IN, Huntsville, T
Huntsville Aviation (KUTS), Huntsville, TX

Early fly-in arrivals: 9:00 am. Hamburger Lunch: 12:00 pm.
Contact: Agustin Rodriguez
Phone: 936-295-8136x

April 2019

Aircraft Scales -3 digital scales can not be checked out must be used by Tech Counselor
who will come to your project. Contact Michael Stephan
Borescope: USB with articulating camera. Use with
Android tablet or laptop computer.
Cable Cutter
Camloc Installation Pliers
Compression Tester - Piston compression tester with
instructions
Digital Level - 24" "SMART" level with digital readout
and instructions
Drill Guide for Tubing - Accu-Drill with instructions
Edge Roller - Creates rolled edge on sheet metal
Flaring Tool- 37 degree flaring tool -sizes 1/8", 5/16"
-5/8"
Fresh Air Respirator - HobbyAir Fresh Air Respirator
with half-mask, 40' hose, belt, and painting hood. Please
return cleaned and ready for use. User may purchase
facemask or other accessories from www.axispro.com.
Hole Cutter -Adjustable MALCO HC1 with
instructions. Cuts holes in wood and sheet metal from 2"
to 12" in diameter
Hole Punches - Greenlee Punches, sizes 1 1/8", 1 3/8",
2", 2 1//2", 2 3/4", 3"
Instrument Hole Template- Metal Template from
Aircraft Spruce. Not to be used as a drill guide
Instrument Panel Punches - 2 1/4" and 3 1/8" -Not for
composite or fiberglass
Kearney Swager - Hand - operated roll type swaging
machine to swage MS -type terminals onto galvanized
and stainless steel cables from 1/16" to 3/16" diameter.
This swager belongs to Mel Asberry who has offered to
let Chapter members use it at his workshop.
Magneto Synchronizer - Eastern Electronics Model
E-50 with instructions
Nicopress Swager / Cable Cutter - Swages Nicopress
sleeves onto control cables. Swages sleeve sizes 1/16,
3/32, 1/8, 5/32, 3/16, and 7/32. Includes a cutter for 7x7
and 7x19 cables up to 7/32 diameter.
Nicopress Swaging Tool - Economy style, sizes 1/16",
3/32", 1/8"
Pneumatic Nibbler - Air nibbler for sheet metal
Rivet Cutter
Sheet Metal Dimpler - 3/32" vise grip dimpler from
Avery's
Sheet Metal Nibbler - Hand type nibbler
Tach Checker - Tach checker with instructions
Tensiometer: For checking cable tensions.
Tube Bender - Sizes 3/16" - 3/8"
Tube Cutter - Tube Cutter 1" max OD
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For Sale: Parts, Planes, Services

For Sale: Varieze w/Cont O-200; 100 hours on overhaul.
1350 total time
$14.5k. Leon Rausch 214-349-6024
For Sale: Midget Mustang Projects
Larry Birdwell ( ldbirdwell@sbcglobal.net )
For Sale: GARMIN GTX 327 MODE A/C
TRANSPONDER. $450.00
Contact Norm Biron normbiron@msn.com
For Sale: RV-10 Tail Kit and assorted sheet metal tools.
Mike Strube: mike.strube@gmail.com

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to mstephan@shr.net. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from
nonmembers will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.

Web site Address: www.eaa168.org
Social media sites: www.facebook.com/eaa168

www.twitter.com/eaa168

EAA CHAPTER 168 OFFICERS
President Michael Stephan
Vice President Jim Novak
Secretary Pete Miller
Treasurer Sam Cooper

Sam Cooper

president@eaa168.org
vicepresident@eaa168.org
secretary@eaa168.org
treasurer@eaa168.org

Norm Biron
Mel Asberry
Bruce Fuller
Ann Asberry

Michael Stephan
Brad Roberts

Jim Caniff
Chris Smith
Brad Roberts
Ben Wright

Mel Asberry
Pete Miller

Board of Directors
Mel Asberry
Michael Hoye

Flight Advisors
972-784-7544
214-354-3638

Jim Quinn
rvmel@icloud.com
sailntss@sbcglobal.net

Technical Counselors
Mel Asberry
Michael Stephan
Michael Hoye
Marvin Brott

972-784-7544
214-232-2405
214-354-3638
214-726-9117

rvmel@icloud.com
mstephan@shr.net
sailntss@sbcglobal.net
pmbrott@sbcglobal.net

Norm Biron
Michael Stephan
Michael Stephan

Membership Coordinator
treasurer@eaa168.org
Newsletter Editor
214-232-2405
mstephan@shr.net
Tool Custodian
214-546-0445
ber0101@swbell.net
Safety Officer
972-784-7544
rvmel@icloud.com
Web site Editors
smilinpete@gmail.com
Young Eagles Coordinator
EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com
Eagles Coordinator
normbiron@msn.com
Social Coordinator
214-232-2405
mstephan@shr.net
Advertising
214-232-2405
mstephan@shr.net

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format,
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.
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EAA Chapter 168

c/o Sam Cooper
5932 Janet Ct
Westlake, TX 76262-9603

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM
New Member
Renewal
Info Change
Membership dues for EAA Chapter
168 are $20/year.
Make checks payable to
EAA Chapter 168
Mail application to:
Sam Cooper
5932 Janet Ct
Westlake, TX 76262-9603

Name
Copilot (spouse, friend, other)
Address

City

State

Phone Home:

Mobile:

Zip

email address
EAA #

Exp date:

(Chapter 168 membership requires National EAA membership)

National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
PO Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086
National EAA Membership:
(800) JOIN EAA (564-6322)
Phone (920) 426-4800
Fax: (920) 426-6761

Pilot/A&P Ratings
I am interested in
helping with:

Plane, Projects (%complete) and Interests:

Fly-Ins
Programs
Newsletter
Young Eagles
Officer

12

