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The Fall fly in season is one of the best 
times of the year to be a recreational pilot.  
Many of the local EAA chapter put their 
annual events at the that time.  The cooler 
weather is a reprieve from the repressive 
summer heat.  Cold fronts that blow through 
push out the summer haze and give way to 
beautiful clear blue skies.  It is a great time 
to get a bunch of flying in before the colder 
months keep the airplane stowed in the 
hangar. 

Last month we had several weekends 
where the weather was perfect for a 
weekend event. 

The first was the Granbury Chapter’s 
Annual Fall Fly In.  I was able to make it 
this year and I’m glad I did.  It is a short 
flight from my home base in Grand Prairie 
to Pecan Plantation.  In the pattern I heard a 
familiar voice as my hangar neighbor at 
GPM was on the radio keeping arrivals 
organized and directing them to the parking 
area. 

Walking the flight line I saw many show 
quality aircraft.  I was impressed with a 
incredibly clean and polished Stearman.  
One of two on display. 

Fall Fly Ins 
By Michael Stephan
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Social media sites 

www.facebook.com/eaa168 

 www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)

Builder Web Sites 
Pete Miller’s RV-7 smilinpete.com/wp/ 
Jim Novak’s RV-8 www.mykitlog.com/izzybear 
Greg Schroeder’s Sportsman www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1

From the President/Editor 
By Michael Stephan 

October was very good for the weekend Fly-In.. I hope 
you were able to participate in a few of them.  There are 
few events left before the Christmas season begins.  Which 
brings me to the Chapter Christmas Party.  It will be on 
DEC 2ND at the same Outback Steakhouse we held it at 
last year.  Get your reservation in the Sam Cooper. Details 
are on page 5. 

At last month’s meeting we elected officers for next year.  
I would say “new officers”, but we are keeping the ones 
from last year.  I am grateful and thankful for the excellent 
leadership and commitment to our Chapter that these 
officers have given us. 

In this issue we have two very though provoking articles 
on the homebuilt airplane and its community.  Marvin 
discusses the evolution of the kit built community and 
Klaus discusses the longevity of an early Rotax engine.   

Sometimes looking back is looking forward to what 
homebuilt airplanes will be in the future. 

Technology is advancing and finding its way into our 
airplanes.  The EFIS seems to be standard and the network 
“bus” structure is enabling all the appliances to 
communicate and work together.  An example is the recent 
announcement of Garmin’s AutoLand feature.  Although 
this doesn’t appear to be a product aimed at experimental 
aircraft, it does demonstrate the capabilities of the 
technology.  With a push of a button Garmin feature will be 
able to find (GPS) the nearest suitable airport, checking for 
weather and traffic there (ADS-b), change the squawk code 
in the transponder, fly there using the auto pilot.  It can fly 
and approach using the GPS navigator and for the more 
advanced aircraft, will reduce the throttles, drop the landing 
gear, flare, rollout and apply the brakes.   

Pretty incredible.

Our November Speaker’s Bio 
My name is Jeanette Stone and I am 28 years old. Flying was 
my very first dream as a little girl. Amelia Earhart was an 
inspiring strong woman and I wanted to be as adventurous 
and strong as her. Today, I work as a tail-wheel instructor, 
banner tow pilot and glider tow pilot. I first taught in Piper 
J3 Cubs for Steve Krog writer for EAA magazine in 
Hartford, WI. I own a Luscombe 8A which is the first 
airplane I learned to fly. I am a member of The Midwest 
Antique Airplane Club, EAA member and volunteer, Young 
Eagles Pilot, Ladies Love Taildraggers, 99ers, Women in 
Aviation, Female Aviators Sticking Together and Women in 
Flight Training. I am currently employed by Big Q Aviation 
owned by Carol Walker. Now I teach in a Citabria 7GCBC 
offering tail-wheel endorsement, spin training, private pilot 
training and commercial training. Additionally at Big Q 
Aviation we offer aerobatic training in a Great Lakes, glider 
pilot training and Piper J3 Cub checkouts. I look forward to 
speaking at your next meeting to tell you more about the 
world of gliders and tail-wheel! 

Chapter Officer Election  
From Pete Miller - Secretary 

The election for the Board of Directors was held at the 
regular Chapter Meeting convening at 1930 on October 1, 
2019. The slate as presented included Michael Stephan 
for President, Jim Novak as Vice President, Sam Cooper 
as Treasurer, and Pete Miller as Secretary. The floor was 
opened for further nominations. There being none, Jim 
Caniff moved to accept the slate as read by acclamation. 
David Cheek and Greg Schroeder seconded. The slate as 
presented was elected with a unanimous vote by the 
members. 

BigQAviation.com

http://www.facebook.com/eaa168
http://www.twitter.com/eaa168
http://BigQAviation.com
http://smilinpete.com/wp/
http://www.mykitlog.com/izzybear
http://www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1
http://www.facebook.com/eaa168
http://www.twitter.com/eaa168
http://BigQAviation.com
http://smilinpete.com/wp/
http://www.mykitlog.com/izzybear
http://www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1
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November 5th Chapter Meeting  
The Oct Chapter meeting will 

be on Tuesday November 5th 
at the American Flyers facility 
on Addison Airport at 4650 
Airport Parkway, Addison, 
TX 75001. The meeting will be 
held in one of the training 
rooms and begin at 7 PM with 
socializing time. The program 
will begin promptly at 7:30 
p.m. and finish by 9:30 p.m.  

This month we will devote to 
flight training, and we have a 
very versatile CFI to talk about 
it.  Working with Carol Walker in at Big Q Aviation at 
Midlothian (JWY), Jeanette Stone will talk about gliders, 
tailwheel endorsements, spin training, Private Pilot and 
Commercial training in a Citabria 7GCBC.  Read Jeanette’s 
bio on page 2 

Will be an interesting meeting. 

November 5th Board Meeting 
The November BOD meeting will be on Tuesday 

November 5th at 6 pm.  A summary of the minutes from the 
October BOD meeting recorded by Pete Miller are as 
follows: 

Meeting called to order by Michael Stephan at 18:06. 
Minutes from the previous meeting were approved. 
Officers/Directors in Attendance: Michael Stephan, Jim 
Novak, Sam Cooper, Pete Miller, Norm Biron, Ann Asberry, 
Jim Canniff, and Bruce Fuller.  

CHAPTER MEETINGS 
Nov 5: Jeanette Stone from Big Q Aviation. 
Dec 2:  Chapter Christmas Party 

January 7: Mike Montefusco will discuss CO detectors  

February 4: Mike Hance: Balloons 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 
Nov 5, Jan 7, Feb4  

TREASURER REPORT 
Sam discussed the Treasurer’s Report for September. There 
were 4 membership renewals and 1 new members. We have 
70 paid members. Discussed financials for the Ray Aviation 
Scholarship. 

OLD BUSINESS 

• Now accepting reservations and money for the 
Christmas Party. 

• Norm discussed the Ray Aviation Scholarship. Aiden 
has moved to Austin. He is back flying with sessions 
roughly twice a week. 

• Officer elections are during the Chapter meeting 
coming up. All officers are willing to continue. 

• Michael discussed the need for a privacy policy for 
personal information collected from members. He is 
continuing to consult with National.  

• Michael has Christ Smith’s First Flight plaque in 
hand.  

• Norm discussed updates to the attempted regulation 
changes at DTO.  

• Discussed the new EAA Tool Crib Program. Michael 
moved to buy a spark plug cleaner/tester. Norm 
seconded. The motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS 

• Norm mentioned the new YE online signup started by 
National. He will pass it to Jim Quinn to pursue. 

The meeting was adjourned at 18:55. 

rvmel@icloud.com

November Fly-in Events 
By Michael Stephan 

Saturday, Nov 2nd, 2019 
First Saturday Coffee and Donuts 
McKinney National Airport (TKI) 

www.facebook.com/EAAChapter1246 

Saturday, Nov 2, 2019 
Dallas Executive (KRBD) Pancake Breakfast 

Archives Expanded 
Pete Miller has expanded the newsletter archives to 

include issues before the year 2000.  These only existed in 
paper form and Pete has digitized them and posted them 
on the Chapter website at eaa168.org.  He will post more 
as they become available.  

Better than YouTube…Check ‘em out!.  

Saturday, Nov 2, 2019 
Greenville Municipal Airport (Majors Field) 
(KGVT) Drive-In/Fly-In

http://www.funplacestofly.com/airportdetails.asp?id=McKinney
https://www.facebook.com/EAAChapter1246
http://www.funplacestofly.com/airportdetails.asp?id=McKinney
https://www.facebook.com/EAAChapter1246
http://eaa168.org
http://eaa168.org
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American Flyers South 
Addison Airport (KADS) 
4650 Airport Parkway 
Addison, TX 75001 
214-765-9040

PRIVATE
INSTRUMENT

COMMERCIAL
FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR

The Antique Fly In in Gainesville was a few weeks later, but 
I was unable to make that one.  I was, however, able to make 
my favorite event of the year, the Splash In/Safety Seminar at 
Cedar Mills.  This time the 34 ft RV was my ride to cedar 
Mills.  Bruce and Mary Ann Fuller and I have camped there 
together for years and we were joined by several other pilot 
friends.  Danny King, Charlie Kearns and Jay and Carol also 
brought camping vehicles and parked with Bruce and me.  
This highlights the best part of the event, the camping. 

Lucky from Air Salvage and his growing family prepared a 
very tasty Cajun dinner for those that arrived on Friday.  That 
was a great evening get together where we met other campers 
there for the weekend (we ran into these people all weekend 
long). 

Saturday morning the sun came up to light up the bluest sky 
I have seen in a long while. The temperature was cool but not 
cold with a gentle breeze.  I you could request the perfect 
weather for a fly in, this was it. 

Planes stared arriving early and by lunchtime most of both 
sides of the runway were filled with planes.  Ted Harrison 
brought his newly finished C-210 and joined us for lunch in 
the campground. 

It wasn’t long before I ran into other 168 members.  Jay Pratt 
and Carol, Don Christiansen, and David Buono were 
conversing in the shade of Shooter’s wing (Jay’s Northstar 
Super Cub Kit).  

After a walk through the flight line, we stopped for a bite of 
lunch prepared by EAA 983 members.  Food and planes make 
for a fun day, but its the people you share it with that makes it 
memorable. 

This Stearman caught my eye

A meeting of the minds A unique sliding canopy RV-4

https://americanflyers.com/about/contact/2147659040
https://americanflyers.com/about/contact/2147659040
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Newsletter Archives Online 
www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/

After a day of sunshine and plane gawking, the dinner 
Saturday night was as delicious as it was enlightening.  Lots 
of doors prizes as well. 

Sunday morning was a pancake breakfast cooked up by 
EAA 383 Sherman.  Once agin the campers gathered for one 
last time to talk airplanes. 

A perfect weekend. 
The last weekend of the month was low ceiling and rain, so 

I wasn’t able to make it to either Sulphur Springs or the very 
popular Reklaw fly in.  Maybe next year. 

2019 Christmas Party 
By Michael Stephan 

It is time to get those reservations in for this year’s party.  
Sam Cooper can take your reservation. 
treasurer@eaa168.org 

The date is Monday, Dec 2nd, 2019.  Yes, Monday! 
This is one of the most enjoyable chapter events.  No 

business to conduct, only good food, fun and some holiday 
socializing.  We welcome members and their spouses. We 
always have a nice group and a private room. 

Ann will again have a few games to play, and as in the 
past we have a few door prizes. It is a great way to start off 
the Christmas season. 

We are going back to the same Outback Steakhouse  
(1509 N Central Expy, Plano, TX 75075) we had it at last 
year with the only difference this year is  we have the room 
from 5:30 PM on so we can gather early to chat. 

The price for a ticket is the same as last year $20. 
 We will make a better effort to get served a bit quicker 

than last year.  This may mean that early arrivers eat first. 
The menu last year worked great so it is also the same.   
 
Salad: 
House or Caesar

Outback Special: 
6 oz Sirloin seasoned and 
seared on our flat top grill 
to lock in the  
flavor. 

Chicken on the Barbie: 
8 oz Grilled Chicken 
Breast seasoned and 
cooked on our wood fire 
grill. 

Perfectly Grilled Salmon: 
7 oz Filet of Salmon 
seasoned and cooked on 
our wood fire grill. 

Choice of sides: 
Garlic Mashed Potatoes 
Veggies 
Broccoli 

Desert: 
Cheese Cake or Carrot 
Cake

Legend Aircraft’s “Mother of all Cubs”

A very nice Cessna 195

http://www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/
http://www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/
mailto:treasurer@eaa168.org
mailto:treasurer@eaa168.org
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Thoughts and Opinions on the Past Years 
of Amateur-Built Aircraft 
By Marvin Brott 

Recently a friend at Aero Country said, “Richard (Van) 
VanGrunsven single handily transformed the experimental 
aircraft environment from how we knew it 40 years ago.”   
What drove him to make such a statement came out of our 
reminiscing of how Oshkosh has changed since the early 
days.  

We had been contemplating all the exciting things that took 
place at Oshkosh in the 70s and 80s.    Those early days, we 
saw a whole host of different experimentals that could be 
adopted as a project.  There were always new designs and 
prototypes being presented.  My favorite was the YF-80 
which looked like a small Lockheed P-80 Shooting Star.  It 
was to be powered with a Davis Cold Jet which was really a 
Chevy engine connected to a ducted fan.  Like many 
prototypes, we never saw them again.  These aircraft 
announcements came in progressive stages from information 
kits for $20, to a prototype which had yet to fly, to finally a 
flying example.   

The best of the bunch at touting how great it was gong to be 
to fly his design, was Jim Bede.  There was a time when the 
BD-5 was getting a lot of attention.  Jim would be on the 
stage presenting the BD 5 and the audiences would have tears 
in their eyes.  People were throwing money on the stage.  In 
the end Jim Bede really did home building a great service 
with showing that there was a large contingency of people 
who would build their own airplane from a kit. 

There was also a tall slender silent guy that in 1974 had a 
record-setting win in the Pazmany Efficiency Contest.  It was 
one of the first real-world evaluations of homebuilt aircraft 
performance. It was basically a speed range contest of 
(sustained minimum speed vs. sustained maximum speed), 
best ratio.  He called his airplane an RV 3.  People were 
hounding him for an information kit but it didn’t exist.   

The 70s and 80s saw some successful homebuilt examples 
such as the Rutan VariViggen and VariEze & Long EZ (1391 
number built), Sonerai (500), Mustang II (480), KR-1, Thorp 
T18(400), Fly Baby (500), Starduster Too, Glasair I on the 
flight line.   Oshkosh was a time when it was really important 
to see and spend hours with say, a Sonerai in my case, to find 
out just how to build such a plane.  Remember this was before 
the internet.  There must be many of these airplanes 
languishing in the back of hangars.  Recently I met a guy who 
had rescued a Starduster Too that was absolutely outstanding.  
These planes can be very affordable and should be considered 
an alternative to building from scratch. 

Van and myself at an RV fly in

The BD-5

The Stolp Starduster Too
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Near the end of the 1990s, a fake news announcement was 
made concerning that tall slender silent guy, “Richard (Van) 
VanGrunsven”.  It was about Van's Aircraft closing.  Its kind of 
re-counts those early cowboy days of Experimental Amateur-
Built Aircraft.  I received this as any e-mail in 2001 and I have 
no idea who wrote it, but I still enjoy reading it for all the 
humor and hidden messages.  

Van's Aircraft to Close, dated April 1. 2001 
Shocked workers were called to a company meeting at Van's 
aircraft in Oregon, only to be told that the firm was closing its 
doors.  "I've fulfilled my mission," Dick "Van" VanGrunsven 
told us, in an exclusive ANN interview.  "Everyone who wants 
an RV has one.  I never really fit in the kit plane industry 
anyway. I can't even stretch a specification or fudge a delivery 
date with a straight face. Some of the other guys have been 
baggin' on me because I do stuff like build and fly prototypes 
before selling kits, and I actually test my machines. I can't help 
it. It's the way I learned to do engineering." Other kit plane 
impresarios echoed Van's statements. "He was really giving all 
of us a bad name," another vendor, who asked not to be 
named, told us.  "He's basically just a loser," said another. "He 
doesn't even have a Swiss bank account. How can you sell kits 
without a Swiss numbered account?  He just has stuff like, this 
weird engineering degree, and this ethical Boy Scout nonsense 
from the Fifties or something." "He's overrated anyway," Jim 
Bede told us.  "In all these years he's only made it up to nine 
designs, and here I am at 17. You tell me who's the better 
designer!" "Van" has taken a new position on the board of 
Boeing (see related story). 

Those wild-eyed designers gave way to maturity and there is 
now one dominant design, the Van ‘s RV airplane.   And this is 
why my friend said Van transformed the experimental aircraft 
environment.   There are currently 10,574 RVs completed and 
flying today and a significant number in the pipeline.   To me, 
that is a mind-boggling number.  You reach these numbers only 
when people recognize a good product.  At Oshkosh this year, 
there were 1,057 homebuilt aircraft and I suspect that more 
than half were RVs.  As a reference in growth, we had about 
285 RVs at the 1997 Oshkosh 25th year celebration of Vans 
Aircraft.  Check out the table for first flight date of each of the 
RV types and the numbers flying. 

So, what drove this high 
build rate?  Owners have 
been extremely happy with 
the flying characteristics of 
this airplane with the real 
proof being, many hours 
flown per year. They are not 
apprehensive when flying 
them.  And the most 
important aspect is they are 
safe as compared to similar 
built previous aircraft.   And 
they have become much 
easier to build with pre-
punched kits, quick built kits, 
and with good assembly 

instructions.  It was a long path from my RV 4 build days to 
the current RV 14.   And the sophisticated features such as 
autopilots and advanced flight/navigation instruments is 
overwhelming.  Finally, with these big numbers. many vendors 
have catered to the needs of the RV builder.  

We need to not forget that today there are some very nice 
high-end aircraft such as the Lancair IV-P or Turbine Legend 
EAB Aircraft.  And there are a number of less expensive 
aircraft such as the more than 615 flying Sonex models.   

Homebuilding has reached a good state of maturity with Van 
as President of the Aircraft Kit Industry Association (AKIA).  
Which has the mission to represent aircraft kit manufacturers, 
designers, suppliers and supporters with a unified voice in the 
promotion and safety of the Aircraft Kit.  So, what does the 
future hold for homebuilts?  AKIA does not expect to see any 
dramatic changes within the next five years.  The future 
depends on fuel prices and FAA policies for Light Sport 
Airplane and Experimental Amateur-Built Aircraft.  Van has 
indicated the he does not see the growth potential that there 
was in the 1980s and 1990s. There seems to be a shrinking 
pilot base from which to draw people to build kits. Plus, with 
demographic changes, there is possibly a diminishing interest 
in or ability to undertake building aircraft as a pastime. 

I have had great experiences and a wonderful time being 
immersed in our Oshkosh fly-ins each year. All 46 consecutive 
years of watching the site-structure and attendance growth. 
And the center focus has moved from homebuilts to big 
aircraft show attractions and vendor trade show 
announcements.  Therefore, the mix of EAA members to 
general aviation interested people has changed.  

 I also rode the 32-year trail with Van from the RV 4 to the 
RV 8. And what really made it rewarding was all the friends I 
made from our local Chapter 168 and the RV family of friends.  
Mel Asberry was right when you get involved with building an 
RV, you inadvertently picked your friends.   Yet today that is 
not so true with over ten thousand RVs, so everyone is your 
friend.  But I am sure the supposed Van’s statement on 1 April, 
"Everyone who wants an RV has one” is still not true. 

P.S. Be careful of April 1 news. Many years ago, Van 
announced in the RVATOR (RV newsletter) the RV-8 with a 
conceptual drawing.  It was essentially two RV-4 fuselages 
mated together much like the twin P 51, i.e. the P 82.  
Immediately every magazine called him to find out when kits 
would be available.  He did note that the drawing had a date of 
1 April.  This was the first RV-8 by Vans.  Years later I asked 
him about it and he said it turned out to not be funny.  And 
later Mel came out with a photo of the RV-12.  It was Mel’s 
RV-6 in a twin fuselage arrangement. 

Mel’s RV 12 concept

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autopilot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_navigation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft_Kit_Industry_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autopilot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_navigation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft_Kit_Industry_Association
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Rotax 912 Engine: 2,000 Hours in 25 Years 
By Klaus Truemper 

We have reached a milestone for our plane, a Zenith 
601HDS, and its Rotax 912 engine: During the current, 25th, 
year of operation, the plane and engine have been flown for 
2,000 hrs.

It's appropriate to reflect about this performance and muse 
how this is possible. After all, when we bought the engine, in 
1994, the suggested TBO was 1,200 hrs. 

Since then the TBO has been gradually increased, first to 
1,600 hrs, and more recently to 2,000 hrs. Of course, those 
increases apply to subsequently produced engines, not to our 
early model.

Let's see how the engine performs after all this time.

Performance after 2,000 hrs
Compression is 78-80 lbs/sq.in. on all cylinders. Oil 

consumption is less than 1/2 qt per 25 hours. 
During each oil change, we cut open the filter and look for 

metal. There is almost none, just three or four tiny specks. 
Essentially, the engine shows no sign of wear.

The engine performs well at any altitude, right up to the 
legal limit of 14,000 ft MSL for flight without oxygen. 

When flying without passenger at 14,000 ft, the plane can 
still climb at 250 ft/min. Thus, we can cross the Rockies at 
almost any point.

How is this possible?

Demands on the engine
We always let the engine oil reach 120 deg F at 2,400-2,600 

rpm before takeoff, just as recommended by Rotax. 
In flight, we cruise at comparatively low power settings. 

During the early years, that meant 4,800-4,900 rpm in cruise. 
In recent years, we have reduced this to 4,200-4,500 rpm 

since our current goal is to be in the air a long time, and not 
to get somewhere fast. We revert to higher rpm when strong 
headwinds would slow us down too much.

Cruise speed at the low power setting is 85 kts, and at the 
higher setting 95 kts.  

Fuel consumption at the higher rpm is close to 4 gal/hr, but 
for the reduced setting is 3.5 gal/hr. In the latter case, the 
engine outputs about 46 hp, or 46/80 = 56% of max output. 

This estimate uses the reasonable formula that each gallon/
hr produces 13 hp.

Engine operation
The water temperature typically hovers around 210-220 deg 

F, while oil temperature is 190-210 deg F. During a hot-
weather take off and climb-out, the oil may reach 220 deg F. 

An oil fan helps achieve these temperatures even during 
take offs in 100 deg F air and while cruising in humid 90 deg 
F air.

The plane originally supplied air under the cowl to the 
carburetors. That air can get quite hot in the summer. 

Indeed, when we redesigned the cowl, the temperature of 
that air in the summer was past 140 deg F during taxiing and 
the first 10 minutes of flight, and then remained beyond 100 
deg F during cruise.

As a remedy, we designed a separate air supply that brings 
outside air to the carburetors. Here are the details.

Air Intake and Alternate Air
An air intake next to the reduction gear box funnels cold air 

via two hoses to the carburetors. 
The system has been tested for rain by pouring water from a 

fully turned-on garden hose into the inlet, with no noticeable 
effect on engine performance.

Nevertheless, the cold-air supply can be shut off, in which 
case the hot air within the cowl is used by the carburetors.  

The outside air is not forced into the carburetors, but is 
blown onto the air filters. If the outside air supply is turned 
off, the carburetors take in the surrounding air.

Caps distribute the cold intake air over the air filters.
most likely that the outstanding performance of the engine 

is due to the modified air intake, plus the fact that the oil and 
water temperatures are always moderate.  

Zenith 601HDL, N314LB

https://pointsforpilots.blogspot.com/2019/10/rotax-912-engine-2000-hours-in-25-years.html
https://pointsforpilots.blogspot.com/2019/10/rotax-912-engine-2000-hours-in-25-years.html
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Chapter Tool List 
Our tool custodian is Brad Roberts. This list can also be 

found on the Chapter’s website at eaa168.org 

Aircraft Scales -3 digital scales - 
can not be checked out must be used by Tech Counselor 
who will come to your project. Contact Michael Stephan 
Borescope: USB with articulating camera. Use with 
Android tablet or laptop computer. 
Cable Cutter 
Camloc Installation Pliers 
Compression Tester - Piston compression tester with 
instructions 
Digital Level - 24" "SMART" level with digital readout 
and instructions 
Drill Guide for Tubing - Accu-Drill with instructions 
Edge Roller - Creates rolled edge on sheet metal 
Flaring Tool- 37 degree flaring tool -sizes 1/8", 5/16" 
-5/8" 
Fresh Air Respirator - HobbyAir Fresh Air Respirator 
with half-mask, 40' hose, belt, and painting hood. Please 
return cleaned and ready for use. User may purchase 
facemask or other accessories from www.axispro.com. 
Hole Cutter -Adjustable MALCO HC1 with 
instructions. Cuts holes in wood and sheet metal from 2" 
to 12" in diameter 
Hole Punches - Greenlee Punches, sizes 1 1/8", 1 3/8", 
2", 2 1//2", 2 3/4", 3" 
Instrument Hole Template- Metal Template from 
Aircraft Spruce. Not to be used as a drill guide 
Instrument Panel Punches - 2 1/4" and 3 1/8" -Not for 
composite or fiberglass 
Kearney Swager - Hand - operated roll type swaging 
machine to swage MS -type terminals onto galvanized 
and stainless steel cables from 1/16" to 3/16" diameter. 
This swager belongs to Mel Asberry who has offered to 
let Chapter members use it at his workshop. 
Magneto Synchronizer - Eastern Electronics Model 
E-50 with instructions 
Nicopress Swager / Cable Cutter - Swages Nicopress 
sleeves onto control cables. Swages sleeve sizes 1/16, 
3/32, 1/8, 5/32, 3/16, and 7/32. Includes a cutter for 7x7 
and 7x19 cables up to 7/32 diameter. 
Nicopress Swaging Tool - Economy style, sizes 1/16", 
3/32", 1/8" 
Pneumatic Nibbler - Air nibbler for sheet metal 
Rivet Cutter 
Sheet Metal Dimpler - 3/32" vise grip dimpler from 
Avery's 
Sheet Metal Nibbler - Hand type nibbler 
Tach Checker - Tach checker with instructions 
Tensiometer: For checking cable tensions. 
Tube Bender - Sizes 3/16" - 3/8" 
Tube Cutter - Tube Cutter 1" max OD 
Rockwell Harness Tester 

Coda: The Original Manual
When we bought the engine in 1994, it came with a small 

Operator's Manual.
On 65 pages, size roughly 5 x 8 in., it provided a description of 

the engine design, technical data, and performance graphs, 
and included handling instructions, checks on engine and 
installation, maintenance, summary of service and repairs, a table 
of lubricants, torque specifications for bolts and nuts, trouble 
shooting, service partners, warranty conditions, and a warranty 
card. 

After installation of the engine we bought the 100 page list of 
spare parts and the 78 page repair manual, and thus had all 
information needed for operation of the engine, purchase of parts, 
and all repairs of  the engine, including overhaul.

Compare this with today's installation manual (203 pages) and 
operator's manual (91 pages) for the Rotax 912 series, and the 
parts catalog (202 pages), line maintenance manual (174 pages), 
and  heavy maintenance manual (468 pages) for the 912 and 914 
series Rotax engines.  These numbers indicate that we no longer 
live in a simple world.

Cool air blown over the carb intake filters

Hoses route cooler air back to the carbs

http://www.axispro.com
http://www.axispro.com
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Upcoming Events 
By Michael Stephan 

Saturday,Nov 2nd, 2019 
First Saturday Coffee and Donuts 
McKinney National Airport (TKI) 

Website:www.facebook.com/
EAAChapter1246 

Come join us for some fellowship and 
fun. We're having Free coffee and donuts 
for everyone on the first Saturday of every 
month in the McKinney Hangars 
Association area. Let's gather at 9:00 am. You don't have to be 
a member to attend. See you there! 

Saturday, Nov 2, 2019 
Dallas Executive (KRBD) Pancake Breakfast 

Delta Charlie's 1st Saturday Fly-In / Drive-In Pancake Breakfast 
• Saturday, November 2 (and every 1st Saturday) 
• 9:00 - 1:00 pm 
• CLICK HERE for more information 

Greenville Municipal Airport (Majors Field) (KGVT) Drive-In/
Fly-In 

• Saturday, November 2, 2019 
• 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
• Free Admission 
• Fun for the whole family 
• Warbird Rides 
• CLICK HERE for more information 

Saturday Nov 2nd, 2019 
Rockwall Airport Appreciation Day 
F46 - Ralph M Hall/Rockwall Muni 

• 57th Birthday Celebration 
• Pancake Breakfast - Fly Mart Aircraft parts-Tailgate Yard 

sale 
• Birthday Cake  at Noon. 
• 9 AM - 1 PM 

Saturday Nov 2nd, 2019 
Tailwind Airpark Fly in (1TA7) Canton, TX 

• Thompson Field Airport (Frequency 122.9) Airport ID: 
1TA7  

• 4 miles north of Canton, TX 
• 10:00AM  3:00PM 
• Lunch (Hot dogs, pulled pork sandwiches, chips, drinks 

and desserts). 
• Raffles 
• Contests (Award for winner in each contest). 
• Flour Bomb Drop Best of Show Contest 
• Presentation of Contest Winner Awards 

Contact eaa1078@gmail.com 

Thursday Nov 7th, 2019 
EAA Chapter 1246 IMC Club Event 

• McKinney Air Center, McKinney Airport (KTKI) 
• Thursday, November 7, 2019 
• 7:00 - 9:00 pm 
• CLICK HERE for more 

information

http://www.funplacestofly.com/airportdetails.asp?id=McKinney
https://www.facebook.com/EAAChapter1246
https://www.facebook.com/EAAChapter1246
https://www.facebook.com/EAAChapter1246
https://ppgs101.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8829d632887f63d47a68e3271&id=c45f0c4feb&e=824e7d43d1
https://ppgs101.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8829d632887f63d47a68e3271&id=9d856f79d9&e=824e7d43d1
http://www.socialflight.com/webview.php?identity=F46&type=airport
mailto:eaa1078@gmail.com
https://ppgs101.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8829d632887f63d47a68e3271&id=33b50095f1&e=824e7d43d1
http://www.socialflight.com/webview.php?identity=F46&type=airport
mailto:eaa1078@gmail.com
https://ppgs101.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8829d632887f63d47a68e3271&id=33b50095f1&e=824e7d43d1
http://www.funplacestofly.com/airportdetails.asp?id=McKinney
https://www.facebook.com/EAAChapter1246
https://www.facebook.com/EAAChapter1246
https://www.facebook.com/EAAChapter1246
https://ppgs101.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8829d632887f63d47a68e3271&id=c45f0c4feb&e=824e7d43d1
https://ppgs101.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8829d632887f63d47a68e3271&id=9d856f79d9&e=824e7d43d1
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EAA CHAPTER 168 OFFICERS 
President Michael Stephan  president@eaa168.org  
Vice President Jim Novak vicepresident@eaa168.org 
Secretary Pete Miller  secretary@eaa168.org  
Treasurer Sam Cooper  treasurer@eaa168.org  

Board of Directors 

Flight Advisors 
Mel Asberry  972-784-7544 rvmel@icloud.com  
Michael Hoye  214-354-3638 sailntss@sbcglobal.net 
Technical Counselors 
Mel Asberry  972-784-7544 rvmel@icloud.com 
Michael Stephan 214-232-2405 mstephan@shr.net 
Michael Hoye 214-354-3638 sailntss@sbcglobal.net 
Marvin Brott 214-726-9117     pmbrott@sbcglobal.net  

Membership Coordinator 
Sam Cooper  treasurer@eaa168.org 

Newsletter Editor 
Michael Stephan  214-232-2405 mstephan@shr.net 

Tool Custodian 
Brad Roberts 214-546-0445 ber0101@swbell.net 

Safety Officer 
Mel Asberry  972-784-7544 rvmel@icloud.com  

Web site Editors 
Pete Miller   smilinpete@gmail.com 

Young Eagles Coordinator 
Jim Quinn  EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com  

Eagles Coordinator 
Norm Biron   normbiron@msn.com 

Social Coordinator 
Michael Stephan  214-232-2405 mstephan@shr.net 

Advertising 
Michael Stephan  214-232-2405 mstephan@shr.net 

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to mstephan@shr.net. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from 
nonmembers will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, 
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience 
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to 
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this 
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.

Web site Address:   www.eaa168.org 
Social media sites: www.facebook.com/eaa168  www.twitter.com/eaa168

Norm Biron 
Bruce Fuller  
Ann Asberry 

Jim Caniff 
Chris Smith 
Brad Roberts 
Ben Wright

For Sale: Varieze w/Cont O-200; 100 hours on overhaul.  
1350 total time 
$14.5k.  Leon Rausch 214-349-6024

For Sale: Midget Mustang Projects 
 Larry Birdwell ( ldbirdwell@sbcglobal.net )

For Sale: RV-10 Tail Kit and assorted sheet metal tools. 
Mike Strube: mike.strube@gmail.com

Aviation Services 
Maggie Severen 
FBO Manager 
Cell: 469-585-6612 
FBO: 940-297-6411 
Toll Free: 1-866-383-2400 ext 6447 
email: mseveren@usaviation.aero

Denton Municipal Airport 
4850 Spartan Dr. 
Denton, Texas 76207 
VM: 940-297-6447 
Fax: 940-381-5385 
www.usaviation.aero

For Sale: GARMIN GTX 327 MODE A/C 
TRANSPONDER. $450.00 
Contact Norm Biron normbiron@msn.com 

For Sale:  Highly modified 
Murphy Renegade Biplane. 
Everything rigged and almost 
ready for cover.  Includes 
Jabiru 3300A (120 hp), and 
wood prop, 250 hrs, TTSN.   
All modifications approved by 
designer.  Needs electrical, instruments, and covering.  
Quick-build kit goes for $21,950 without engine.  I have 
most everything needed to finish except for instruments 
and radio.  Dual fuel tanks (14 gals total), Nav lights and 
strobes, ELT, and much more. 
Priced to move at $19,500. Call me and let’s talk. 
Mel  - 972-784-7544  

For Sale:  Stratus 2S  w/case, charger, mount, manual.
$250     A.D. Donald 972.346.2243
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New Member
Renewal
Info Change

Membership dues for EAA Chapter 
168 are $20/year.

Make checks payable to 
EAA Chapter 168

Mail application to:
Sam Cooper
5932 Janet Ct
Westlake, TX  76262-9603

National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
PO Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086

National EAA Membership:
(800) JOIN EAA (564-6322)
Phone (920) 426-4800
Fax: (920) 426-6761

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM

EAA Chapter 168
c/o Sam Cooper

5932 Janet Ct
Westlake, TX  76262-9603

Name

Copilot (spouse, friend, other)

Address

City State Zip

Phone Home: Mobile:

email address

EAA # Exp date:
(Chapter 168 membership requires National EAA membership)

Pilot/A&P Ratings

I am interested in 
helping with: 

Fly-Ins
Programs
Newsletter
Young Eagles
Officer

Plane, Projects (%complete)  and Interests:


