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Ballooning with Mike!

Experimental Aircraft Association
By Michael Stephan

At our February Chapter Meeting we
welcome back local aviation phenom Mike
Hance.
Mike Hance is a goldmine of aviation. He
has spoken at three of our past monthly
meetings on three very different subjects,
Flying the Fuji Airship, Ferrying Planes
Across the Pacific, Flight Director for the
Voyager Flight, and this month he will
discuss Ballooning.
Not only is Mike prolific in aviation, he is
also delivers a very entertaining
presentation.
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Chapter 168

I know very little about piloting balloons,
but I am fascinated by them. One of the
future trips I plan to take is to the
Albuquerque Balloon Festival.
We have many balloon pilots in the area
and several balloon festivals. The most
popular is the Plano Ballon Festival which
occurs this year on Sept 18-20. Celebrating
it 41st year, it has grown to be a very large
annual event.
At our meeting on Feb 4, you can find out
more on balloon operations. It will be
entertaining and educational.
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Presidents Message

From the President/Editor
By Michael Stephan

January was a pretty good month. Plenty of nice weather to
fly. It was not too cold. I had the problem that I wasn’t ADS-b
compliant for most of it, so I had to search for other ways into
the air. Good thing the Wright Brothers were available.
When installing my ADS-b, I posed the question if I needed
to use the ADAPT program to get permission to fly that first
flight test, since I was not sure the equipment was performing
correctly. I found a response to that question from an FAA
authority that said I did not need to use the ADAPT program.
Just fly the airplane and request the performance report.
So that is what I did. I flew for over an hour south of the
Metroplex and then went online to check the results.
Amazingly it was a as Trump would say, “A Perfect Flight.” I
had no issues on the report. So, I’m now compliant and back
in the air again.
I look back at my early days in Chapter 168 and remember
how many flying activities we had. We had monthly fly-ins
that were well attended. Group trips to the west coast. We
flew to the Beechcraft factory in Wichita. Now, we have a
hard time gathering a group of flyers. I t has been 20 years
since I joined, and many of those members are older and have
curtailed there flying activities.
When flying with the Chris and Ben Wright, we talked
about the Chapter and my memories of those flying events.
Ben suggested that we should build a chapter flying group
again. With so many new airplanes near finish and so many
recently started, we will have a new generation of planes and
pilots that could revive the Chapter’s flying prowess. So, We
are looking for pilots willing to participate in some flying
adventures.

PRIVATE
INSTRUMENT

COMMERCIAL
FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR

American Flyers South
Addison Airport (KADS)
4650 Airport Parkway
Addison, TX 75001
214-765-9040

Newsletter Archives
By Michael Stephan

Our newsletter, Hangar Echoes, has been digital since
the year 200o, and it was natural to make it available
online. On the Chapter website, eaa168.org, we have
posted the digital archive.
Recently, Pete Miller and A.D. Donald have taken the
old paper version of Hangar Echoes and digitized them
and added them to the online archives, with more in the
pipeline. Our goal is to have a complete archive of our
Chapter’s newsletter. This is a huge undertaking and we
thank Pete and A.D. for their hard work on this.
Currently the archive go back to 1977, but many years
are not complete. If you saved any of these old
newsletters let us know, so we can digitize them and add
them to the archives. Below is the cover from Dec 1977.

Lets get back to flying together.
;

1

Builder Web Sites
Aaron Garinger’s Sling TSi
Pete Miller’s RV-7 smilinpete.com/wp/
Jim Novak’s RV-8 www.mykitlog.com/izzybear
Greg Schroeder’s Sportsman www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1
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Monthly Schedule
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS

February 4th Chapter Meeting
The Oct Chapter meeting
will be on Tues, February 4th
at the American Flyers facility
on Addison Airport at 4650
Airport Parkway, Addison,
TX 75001. The meeting will
be held in one of the training
rooms and begin at 7 PM with
socializing time. The program
will begin promptly at 7:30
p.m. and finish by 9:30 p.m.
This month we bring back
Mike Hance for the fourth
time. He is quite entertaining and very experienced. The
topic this month is Ballooning. Not a very well understood
corner of aviation. Mike will educate us on the art and
science of piloting another lighter than air ship.
Should be very entertaining.

February 4th Board Meeting
The February BOD meeting will be on Tuesday February
4th at 6 pm. A summary of the minutes from the Jan BOD
meeting recorded by Pete Miller are as follows: Meeting
called to order by Michael Stephan at 19:00. Minutes from
the previous meeting were approved.
Officers/Directors in Attendance: Michael Stephan, Jim
Novak, Sam Cooper, Pete Miller, Norm Biron, Ann Asberry,
Jim Canniff, Bruce Fuller, Brad Roberts, Chris Smith and
Ben Wright.
CHAPTER MEETINGS
February 4: Mike Hance: Balloons
March 3: Paul Dye. This will be a videoconference. Need to
make sure bandwidth at American Flyers will be adequate.
April 7: Mike Montefusco will discuss CO detectors
May 5: Brad Dement - Emags.
June 2: Dr. Dana Gibbs: Sleep and how it affects us as pilots
July 7: Russ Emanis: Odyssey project
August 4: Airventure Report
Meeting Dates: Jan 7, Feb 4, Mar 3, Apr 7, May 5, June 2,
July 7, Aug 4, Sep 1, Oct 6, Nov 10

Jan 7, Feb 4, Mar 3, Apr 7, May 5, June 2, July 7, Aug 4, Sep
1, Oct 6, Nov 10, Dec 1
TREASURER REPORT
Sam discussed the Treasurer’s Report for December. There
were 8 membership renewals. We have 72 paid members.
Discussed financials for the Ray Aviation Scholarship.
Reviewed year-end financials and the summary which will be
distributed to the membership with the February newsletter.
OLD BUSINESS
•

Sam and Pete will explore amending the bylaws. Board
decided to discuss the bylaws more in-depth during the
February BOD meeting. Current Board members in
attendance generally indicated that they would be
willing to continue next year, so the number of
directors may not be an issue for this year.

•

Norm discussed the Ray Aviation Scholarship.
December has also been slow for Aiden. The previous
outstanding expenses are caught up.

•

Annual Chapter renewal is complete.
NEW BUSINESS

•

There is a Chapter Leadership Boot Camp in Arlington
on February 8.

•

Michael discussed the EAA Membership Manager
software and how the privacy policy is connected to
that. Also discussed the distribution of a roster to
members.

•

National is changing vendors for default websites. Pete
has already replied to the survey indicating we
have our own website, but we will probably use this
default web page to direct people to our current site.
Michael also discussed maintenance and monitoring of
our social media presence on Facebook and Twitter.

The meeting was adjourned at 18:58.

February Fly-in Events
By Michael Stephan

Saturday, Feb 1st, 2019
First Saturday Coffee and Donuts
McKinney National Airport (TKI)
www.facebook.com/EAAChapter1246

Saturday, Feb 15, 2020
EAA 1094 - Flyin/Drivein Pancake Breakfast.
Sulphur Springs (SLR)

rvmel@icloud.com
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Saturday, Feb 29th, 2019
Fifth Saturday Pancake Fly-In Breakfast
Cleburne Regional Airport (CPT)

8am - 10:30am
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Flying with the Wright Bros
By Michael Stephan

Last month I got the opportunity of a lifetime. I flew with
the Wright Brothers. Not Wilbur and Orville but Ben and
Chris.
With my RV-8 undergoing installation of my ADS-b
equipment, I needed a ride to Stephenville for my weekly
BBQ lunch. Wright Bros to the rescue.
Ben and Chris are the two sons of RV-10 builder Charlie
Wright. They own a Cessna 172 that Chris, the younger
sibling, is currently flying to build time. Ben also built some
time in it. Although I have been at it longer, both are better
pilots than me.
The weather that morning was perfect. A moderately warm
day with calm stable air. Chris took the left seat, Ben in the
back and me in the right. It has been a while since I had
flown in anything traveling at 95 kts. There was plenty of
sight-seeing on the way out.
Chris Wright, like his father and brother Ben, is on a path to
be an airline pilot. Instead of attending college to do his flight
training, Chris has earned his ratings at the local flight school
in Grand Prairie. He holds Private, IFR, Commercial and
Twin Engine ratings. When he is not building time in the 172,

Social media sites
www.facebook.com/eaa168
www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)

Newsletter Archives Online
www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/
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Chris Wright climbing into the Right Seat of a Pilatus PC-12

Volume 51 Issue 2

Page 4

HANGAR ECHOES
he is flying the right seat in a Pilatus PC-12 for a scheduled
charter company. He has a few more years before he is
eligible for an ATP rating. Plenty of time for more BBQ runs.
Chris made a great approach into Stephenville. He was
right on speed over the numbers and made the first turnoff.
There wasn’t much wind that day, so I was impressed. I’m
usually down the hill making the long taxi back to the ramp.
Ben Wright is currently between jobs. He recently resigned
from Envoy and is waiting for his American Airlines class to
start in February. Ben is also on the youngest member of our
Board of Directors. He has been spending his down time
working on his RV-14 project and made significant progress
on the horizontal stabilizer in the past week. He has
completed the rudder, vertical stab, and now the horizontal
stab. The elevators are the last pieces before starting on the
fuselage tail cone. Like most first builders, he was tentative.
More experienced now, his confidence is allowing him to
build quicker. The workmanship is very good.

Pete Miller training in the Beech Sundowner

The walk to and from the airport to the Hard Eight has
yielded quite a bit of wisdom of the years. It is the best part
of the lunch, other than all that walking.
The flight back was just as enjoyable. Chris climbed us to a
comfortable attitude and at Grand Prairie, nailed the landing
again.
I now have my RV-8 back airworthy again, so I don’t know
when I will be able to replicate a flight with the Wright
Brothers. There is a chance that a day in the future they will
be the flight crew on an American Airlines flight together. I
hope I’m on that flight, and I hear over the intercom, “Today
you will be flying with the Wright Brothers.” I would turn to
the passenger next to me and say, “Not my first time.”

Ben and Charlie riveting the RV-14 Horizontal Stab.

On the ramp at Stephenville, we joined fellow chapter
member Pete Miller and Don Metivier. Don rents a Cessna on
occasion and joins the weekly BBQ lunch. I was glad to see
Pete with him. He has doing a bunch of flying recently as he
gets closer to his first solo flight.
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Project Updates
By Michael Stephan

We have a special project update this month with the
introduction of a few new builders.
In the past year we have had a nice addition of new
members join the Chapter, many of them starting projects.
Brian Wilcox is a former F-111 pilot who gave a very
interesting presentation on the Aardvark. He is building a
Sonex. Brad Roberts, who is nearly ready to fly his Onex, is
advising Brian with his project.
Chris Siggins is another member who joined us in the last
few months and started on a RV-7 kit. Two month’s ago he
brought to the meeting Van’s riveting practice piece. I looked
at it, and he did a great job on it. With acknowledgment that
he understood how to rivet, he tackled the tail kit. At the last
meeting he brought a finished horizontal stabilizer. Several
members there were able to examine Chris’ work. I was very
impressed with the workmanship as well as how quickly he
finished the biggest part of the tail kit. I better get going on
my RV-8 FB or he will pass me.
The next builder is Aaron Garinger, who is building the new
Sling TSi. The Sling TSi is a four seat airplane powered by a
turbo-intercooled FADEC Rotax 915iS engine. The kit is
manufactured in Johannesburg, South Africa and like many
kits today uses blind rivets as the primary fasteners. With
four people on board it is capable of over 130 knot cruise
speed at about 6 gal/hr fuel burn.
Aaron is currently working on the tail kit. You can see his
progress on the new EAA builder log platform. I added the

The Horizontal Stabilizer of the Sling TSi

Aaron Garinger deburring the horizontal stabilizer spar
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link to the builder site area in the
newsletter. Aaron is also finishing the
horizontal stabilizer. The kit and his work
look very nice. Look forward to more
updates on his progress.
I’m excited to have all these new projects
in the Chapter to join the many we have
going already. I see a new generation of
flying activities in the near future for
Chapter 168, and they are not all going to
be RVs.
I have had a bit of progress in the last
month on two of my projects. The install of
ADS-b on my flying RV-8 interrupted the
progress on my instrument panel on my
fastback. For ADS-b, I installed the Garmin
GDL-82. I mounted it under panel beneath
the switch panel on the right side of the
fuselage. Since the transponder antenna runs
under there it was easy to splice into it there
and connect it the the GDL-82. Since it needs
a GPS source, that antenna is installed under
the cowl. I had several options, but that was
the easiest to install. It did require a firewall
penetration and the building of a tray to
mount it to.

The four place Sling TSi

After a flight test to verify the ADS-b was
working properly, it was back to the fastback
project. Cutting the instrument panel was the
next step. I used the CNC router that I built to
do the cutting, and after holding my breath for the few
hours it took to finish it, I’m pleased with the results. It
didn’t take long to have the instruments test fit and a
progress picture taken.

The RV-8FB Instrument Panel

CNC routing the RV-8FB Instrument Panel
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Chapter Tool List

Upcoming Events

By Michael Stephan
Saturday, Feb 15, 2020
EAA 1094 - Flyin/Drivein Pancake Breakfast.
Sulphur Springs (SLR)

Our tool custodian is Brad Roberts. This list can also be
found on the Chapter’s website at eaa168.org

EAA Chapter 1094 will be hosting a pancake breakfast
starting at 09:00, then we will have a short meeting and then
we will hear from our speaker, Tom Chandler. He is the
Regional Manager for AOPA's Central Southwest Region.
We will be in the CAP building with plenty of room and lots
of pancakes and coffee. Donations appreciated, come out and
join us for a fun filled day. After the meeting, if weather
allows, we will be flying out to Cedar Mills for lunch.
Website: https://www.1094.eaachapter.org/
Saturday, Feb 29th, 2019
Fifth Saturday Pancake Fly-In Breakfast
Cleburne Regional Airport (CPT)

8am - 10:30am
Pancakes, Sausage, Coffee and OJ. Young Eagle Rides being
offered.

February 2020

Aircraft Scales -3 digital scales can not be checked out must be used by Tech Counselor
who will come to your project. Contact Michael Stephan
Borescope: USB with articulating camera. Use with
Android tablet or laptop computer.
Cable Cutter
Camloc Installation Pliers
Compression Tester - Piston compression tester with
instructions
Digital Level - 24" "SMART" level with digital readout and
instructions
Drill Guide for Tubing - Accu-Drill with instructions
Edge Roller - Creates rolled edge on sheet metal
Flaring Tool- 37 degree flaring tool -sizes 1/8", 5/16" -5/8"
Fresh Air Respirator - HobbyAir Fresh Air Respirator
with half-mask, 40' hose, belt, and painting hood. Please
return cleaned and ready for use. User may purchase
facemask or other accessories from www.axispro.com.
Hole Cutter -Adjustable MALCO HC1 with instructions.
Cuts holes in wood and sheet metal from 2" to 12" in
diameter
Hole Punches - Greenlee Punches, sizes 1 1/8", 1 3/8", 2",
2 1//2", 2 3/4", 3"
Instrument Hole Template- Metal Template from Aircraft
Spruce. Not to be used as a drill guide
Instrument Panel Punches - 2 1/4" and 3 1/8" -Not for
composite or fiberglass
Kearney Swager - Hand - operated roll type swaging
machine to swage MS -type terminals onto galvanized and
stainless steel cables from 1/16" to 3/16" diameter. This
swager belongs to Mel Asberry who has offered to let
Chapter members use it at his workshop.
Magneto Synchronizer - Eastern Electronics Model E-50
with instructions
Nicopress Swager / Cable Cutter - Swages Nicopress
sleeves onto control cables. Swages sleeve sizes 1/16, 3/32,
1/8, 5/32, 3/16, and 7/32. Includes a cutter for 7x7 and 7x19
cables up to 7/32 diameter.
Nicopress Swaging Tool - Economy style, sizes 1/16",
3/32", 1/8"
Pneumatic Nibbler - Air nibbler for sheet metal
Rivet Cutter
Sheet Metal Dimpler - 3/32" vise grip dimpler from
Avery's
Sheet Metal Nibbler - Hand type nibbler
Tach Checker - Tach checker with instructions
Tensiometer: For checking cable tensions.
Tube Bender - Sizes 3/16" - 3/8"
Tube Cutter - Tube Cutter 1" max OD
Rockwell Harness Tester
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For Sale: Parts, Planes, Services

For Sale (New Price): GARMIN GTX 327 MODE A/C
TRANSPONDER. $300.00
Contact Norm Biron normbiron@msn.com
For Sale: Hartzell Constant Speed Propeller
HC-F2YR-1F/F7666A-2/SM4. Total time in service: 444.9
hrs.Total time since overhaul: 0.0 hrs.Prop. strike reduced
diameter to 72”Price negotiable,
Contact Norm Biron normbiron@msn.com

For Sale: Highly modified
Murphy Renegade Biplane.
Everything rigged and almost
ready for cover. Includes
Jabiru 3300A (120 hp), and
wood prop, 250 hrs, TTSN.

Hangar Space: Hangar space for rent at Aero Country, for
small plane such as RV6.

All modifications approved by
designer. Needs electrical, instruments, and covering.
Quick-build kit goes for $21,950 without engine. I have
most everything needed to finish except for instruments
and radio. Dual fuel tanks (14 gals total), Nav lights and
strobes, ELT, and much more.

Call Klaus at 972-596-8445.

Make Offer. Call me and let’s talk.
Mel - 972-784-7544
For Sale: Midget Mustang Projects
Larry Birdwell ( ldbirdwell@sbcglobal.net )
For Sale: Varieze w/Cont O-200; 100 hours on overhaul.
1350 total time
$14.5k. Leon Rausch 214-349-6024

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to mstephan@shr.net. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from
nonmembers will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.

Web site Address: www.eaa168.org
Social media sites: www.facebook.com/eaa168

www.twitter.com/eaa168

EAA CHAPTER 168 OFFICERS
President Michael Stephan
Vice President Jim Novak
Secretary Pete Miller
Treasurer Sam Cooper

Sam Cooper

president@eaa168.org
vicepresident@eaa168.org
secretary@eaa168.org
treasurer@eaa168.org

Norm Biron
Bruce Fuller
Ann Asberry

Michael Stephan
Brad Roberts

Jim Caniff
Chris Smith
Brad Roberts
Ben Wright

Mel Asberry
Pete Miller

Board of Directors
Mel Asberry
Michael Hoye

Flight Advisors
972-784-7544
214-354-3638

Jim Quinn
rvmel@icloud.com
sailntss@sbcglobal.net

Technical Counselors
Mel Asberry
Michael Stephan
Michael Hoye
Marvin Brott

972-784-7544
214-232-2405
214-354-3638
214-726-9117

rvmel@icloud.com
mstephan@shr.net
sailntss@sbcglobal.net
pmbrott@sbcglobal.net

Norm Biron
Michael Stephan
Michael Stephan

Membership Coordinator
treasurer@eaa168.org
Newsletter Editor
214-232-2405
mstephan@shr.net
Tool Custodian
214-546-0445
ber0101@swbell.net
Safety Officer
972-784-7544
rvmel@icloud.com
Web site Editors
smilinpete@gmail.com
Young Eagles Coordinator
EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com
Eagles Coordinator
normbiron@msn.com
Social Coordinator
214-232-2405
mstephan@shr.net
Advertising
214-232-2405
mstephan@shr.net

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format,
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.
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EAA Chapter 168

c/o Sam Cooper
5932 Janet Ct
Westlake, TX 76262-9603

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM
New Member
Renewal
Info Change
Membership dues for EAA Chapter
168 are $20/year.
Make checks payable to
EAA Chapter 168
Mail application to:
Sam Cooper
5932 Janet Ct
Westlake, TX 76262-9603

Name
Copilot (spouse, friend, other)
Address

City

State

Phone Home:

Mobile:

Zip

email address
EAA #

Exp date:

(Chapter 168 membership requires National EAA membership)

National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
PO Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086
National EAA Membership:
(800) JOIN EAA (564-6322)
Phone (920) 426-4800
Fax: (920) 426-6761

Pilot/A&P Ratings
I am interested in
helping with:

Plane, Projects (%complete) and Interests:

Fly-Ins
Programs
Newsletter
Young Eagles
Officer

12

