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Experimental Aircraft Association    Chapter 168       Dallas

February 2021

It is with a very heavy heart to have to announce that our 
good friend and longtime Chapter 168 member Jerry 
Mrazek has passed away.   

Jerry was the one member who I was closest to.  We spent 
many hours together. He was family to me.  He spent much 
of his time in my shop as we assembled my RV-8 N991MS. 
I will forever be in his debt for that.  I have yet to finished 
an airplane without his help. 

He was the very intelligent.   Loved diving into tough 
problems.  He had a logical and methodical approach to 
solving them.  His PhD in aerodynamics came in handy 
whenever I had a brilliant idea to modify my RV.  He would 
pull out a piece of paper and put down a few formulas and 
show me that my idea wasn’t going to 
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Builder Web Sites 
Aaron Garinger’s Sling TSi 
Pete Miller’s RV-7 smilinpete.com/wp/ 
Jim Novak’s RV-8 www.mykitlog.com/izzybear 
Greg Schroeder’s Sportsman www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1

From the President/Editor 
By Michael Stephan 

It was a sad day when I heard that my good friend Jerry 
Mrazek had passed away.  He lived only a few miles from me 
and we spent quite a bit of time together. 

Jerry offered to help me build my RV project, which first 
started as an RV-4 and quickly switched to a “quickbuild” 
RV-8 kit.  Every week He would come by my shop in Grand 
Prairie and build away.  We would go to lunch and after, build 
some more.  That occurred for nearly all five years it took to 
finish N991MS. 

We had so much in common.  Other than talking all things 
aviation, we had similar thoughts on politics, and when those 
two topics were exhausted, we talked music.  I was helped 
through college on a trumpet scholarship and Jerry was an 
excellent guitar player who later picked up the banjo and 
became very skilled with it.  He had a weekly gathering at his 
house with other Bluegrass “pickers”.  He was also in a 
Bluegrass group of older musicians he comically called “The 
Foggy Memory Boys”. 

I wished I could have joined those sessions, but there are not 
any trumpet parts in a Bluegrass band.  But I enjoyed listening 
to them play. 

Jerry was the Chapter’s President in 2000.  I remember that 
because, he called me one night and asked if I would help with 
the newsletter.  I kept a pretty low profile those first years in 
the Chapter.  I was a “back bencher”.  Nobody new anything 
about me except for the information I filled out on the member 
application. Then one night I got a call from the Chapter 
President, Jerry Mrazek, who asked me if I would help out 
with the newsletter.  And his legacy continues.  True 
story….ask Marvin, he was the editor at the time. 

At the end of Jerry’s flying, he was selling his Rans S-14.  At 
the time it was having issues with occasional fuel starvation 
which resulted a few forced landings.  The issue was hard to 
chase down because once on the ground the engine would start 
up and run again.  Then on a morning flight a gusty cross wind 
blew him across a road that he landed on and an unfortunately 
place fire hydrant did major damage to wing strut and landing 
gear attachment. Since he was done with flying, he scrapped 
the airframe and sold all the instruments and engine.  Having 
lost confidence in the Rotax Engine that powered his plane, he 
couldn’t in clear conscience sell it without figuring out why it 
sometimes quit.  So, he built a test stand and we tested it.  I 
believed we found the culprit, and I bought the engine from 
him.  I told him I would find an airframe to put it on and prove 
to him he had a good engine.  That engine is in my hangar 
along with the Airbike kit I plan to put it on.  

I loved the time I spent with Jerry and his wife Nelda, that I 
teased them by calling them my adoptive parents.  They took 
good care of me.  When SWRFI needed some setup help, Jerry 
and I drove our Recreational Vehicles to Abilene and camped 
for the week and helped set up the event.  The evenings 
camping with Jerry were also very special to me, even though 
it was in Abilene. 

Since we lived so close together, for years we would 
carpool to the Chapter meetings and the Board of Directors 
meetings.  For so many years we were like “Mutt and Jeff”  
and I enjoyed every minute I spent with Jerry.  I’m very 
grateful for all the building help and friendship he gave me. 

It is an honor to call Jerry my friend. I was blessed to be 
able to spend so much time with him.  I will hang on to 
those memories forever, and I will miss him. 

Jerry Mrazek with “The Foggy Memory Boys”

Jerry Mrazek’s Rotax 503 on the Test Stand.

https://eaabuilderslog.org/?blproject&proj=7YKj45e3J
http://smilinpete.com/wp/
http://www.mykitlog.com/izzybear
http://www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1
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Feb 2nd Chapter Meeting ONLINE 
The February Chapter meeting will 

be an ONLINE meeting using the 
ZOOM app on Tues, Feb 2nd at 7pm  

There will be a short organizational/
instructional session (about 10 
minutes)  at 7:00 PM. The program 
will begin around at 7:10 p.m. and 
finish by 9:00 p.m.  

Meeting ID: 826 0367 7011
Passcode: 651235

REMINDER: When you join the ZOOM meeting be sure 
to mute your microphone (there is a setting that can make 
that your default when joining a meeting).  If you also want 
to hide your video and just watch, that will be OK as well. 

Feb 8th Board Meeting 
The Feb BOD meeting will be an online meeting on 

Monday Feb 8th at 6 pm.  Any member is able to sit in on the 
board meeting.  If you wish to do that, email 
mstephan@shr.net and I will send you a ZOOM invite.  A 
summary of the minutes from the Jan BOD meeting recorded 
by Pete Miller are as follows: Meeting called to order by 
Michael Stephan at 18:07. Minutes from the previous 
meeting approved as emailed. 
Officers/Directors in Attendance: Michael Stephan, Jim 
Novak, Sam Cooper, Pete Miller, Norm Biron, Ann Asberry, 
Jim Canniff, and Brad Roberts.  Also Present Chris Smith 
and Greg Schroeder. 

CHAPTER MEETINGS 

Feb  2:Wayne Odegard, VP/GM Aviation Laboratories, Inc 
(Houston, TX) oil analysis Tuesday, 
March 2:  Sam Cooper – Aircraft Engine Management: 
Understanding & Operating Your 4-Stroke Aircraft Engine 
Meeting Dates: Feb 2, Mar 2, Apr 6, May 4, Jun 1, Jul 6, 
Aug 3, Sep 7, Oct 5, Nov 2, Dec 7 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 
Feb 8, Mar 8, Apr 12, May 10, Jun 7, Jul 12, Aug 9, Sep 13, 
Oct 11, Nov 8, Dec 13  

TREASURER REPORT 
Sam discussed the Treasurer’s Report for December. There 
were 3 new memberships and 10 renewals. We have 72 paid 
members. Discussed the year-end financial report. 

YOUNG EAGLES / EAGLE FLIGHTS  

No YE to report. 
OLD BUSINESS 

The January meeting is posted on Michael’s YouTube page. 
www.youtube.com/channel/UCWplJ3sjtNQvkIsWbKSwgHg

 NEW BUSINESS 

• Michael discussed the newsletter format. He intends to 
put more stories on the website. 

• Discussed new members and getting them plugged in. 

• BOD elections are in March. Discussed how many to 
have based on membership numbers. Brad will 
coordinate and assemble the slate for March. 

The meeting was adjourned at 19:10.

rvmel@icloud.com

February Events/webinars 
Listed below are fun things to see in February.

2/2/21 7 p.m.  Avionics Options for your Homebuilt Aircraft 
with Dynon with Michael Schofield 

2/3/21 7 p.m. How Mags Work with Mike Busch 
2/10/21 7 p.m. ATC and You: How to Make the Most of 

Flying VFR with Richard Kennington and Bob Obma 
2/24/21 7 p.m. Owner in Command: Things I Wish I Knew 

Before I Knew Them with Sebastien Seykora 
3/2/21 7 p.m. Panthers and Beyond with Dan and Rachel 

Weseman 

This month our featured speaker will be Wayne Odegard, 
VP/GM at Aviation Laboratories in Houston.   

Oil analysis is one of the best indicators of what is 
happening inside our very expensive engines.  Since it is 
important to understand the science of oil analysis, this 
will be a very useful presentation for those of us 
responsive to maintaining airworthy aircraft.   

We grateful for Wayne time with us and look forward to 
his presentation. 

Newsletter Archives Online 
www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/

mailto:mstephan@shr.net
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWplJ3sjtNQvkIsWbKSwgHg
http://www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/
http://pages.eaa.org/WBN2021-02-02AvionicsOptionsforyourHomebuiltAircraftwithDynon_LP-Registration.html
http://pages.eaa.org/WBN2021-02-02AvionicsOptionsforyourHomebuiltAircraftwithDynon_LP-Registration.html
http://pages.eaa.org/WBN2021-02-03HowMagsWork_LP-Registration.html
http://pages.eaa.org/WBN2021-02-10ATCandYouHowtoMaketheMostofFlyingVFR_LP-Registration.html
http://pages.eaa.org/WBN2021-02-10ATCandYouHowtoMaketheMostofFlyingVFR_LP-Registration.html
http://pages.eaa.org/WBN2021-02-24OwnerinCommandThingsIWishIKnewBeforeIKnewThem_LP-Registration.html
http://pages.eaa.org/WBN2021-02-24OwnerinCommandThingsIWishIKnewBeforeIKnewThem_LP-Registration.html
http://pages.eaa.org/WBN2021-02-24OwnerinCommandThingsIWishIKnewBeforeIKnewThem_LP-Registration.html
http://pages.eaa.org/WBN2021-03-02PanthersandBeyond_LP-Registration.html
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work out.  Even though I have a degree in math, I could 
barely keep up with what Jerry could do.  Although he had 
many “skins on the wall”, he never pointed to them. 

Years back, he did have a back-and-forth with Van’s 
Aircraft designer Ken Krueger over flutter.  Jerry sent him a 
very detailed summary of the formula for flutter disagreeing 
with  Ken’s assumption in an article.  We published Jerry’s 
letter in the newsletter, which is in our online archives. 

Jerry spent all the years I knew him volunteering for 
Chapter 168.  He was on the Board of Directors, served as 
President, and was at nearly every Chapter function and 
hosted several of them.  

For several years Jerry served as a Vice President of the 
Southwest Regional Fly In (SWRFI).  Since you could 
always depend on him to find a solution, he was assigned the 
task of eradicating the problem mesquite that covered the 
parking areas at  SWRFI in Abilene.  For years after the fly 
in left Abilene, you could still see a pristine, mesquite free 
infield area between the runways and taxiways. 

He also worked on the team that put out all the signage for 
the fly-in, which was one of the  responsibilities that our 
chapter  volunteered for.  I enjoyed going out there several 
days early helping Jerry put up the signs and spending our 
evenings camping on the field with the other volunteers. American Flyers South 

Addison Airport (KADS) 
4650 Airport Parkway 
Addison, TX 75001 
214-765-9040

PRIVATE
INSTRUMENT
COMMERCIAL

FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR

Jerry in flight in his Rans S-14

At one of the Regional Fly in 
events, Jerry’s Rans S-14 won 
“Best in Class” Ultralight. For him 
that was a real effort.  He flew his 
Rans S-14 out there, and it being 
an ultra-light was quite an 
endeavor.  Then he got a ride back 
to Arlington, where he packed his 
RV trailer and drove to Abilene to 
camp and help set up the fly-in.  
Then when it was over, he had to 
do the reverse.  So that was an 
award well deserved. 

After Jerry retired from flying, 
he kept building.  He had an 
interest in machining.  With his 
small mill and lathe, Jerry built a 
miniature four cycle engine.  
Machining any thing is difficult, but doing on a miniature scale 
is quite a challenge.  I remember how proud he was when he 
invited me over to run it for me.  It was impressive. 

In retirement, Jerry drifted away from his close involvement 
with our Chapter, but I would still occasionally have lunch 
with him and his wife Nelda.  My only regret is I wish I had 
done it more often. 

Goodbye dear friend. 

I searched the Archives for you, and you can find a few 
of the articles Jerry wrote or were written about him.  
December 2002 Miniature Engine Article
March 2005 Flutter Article
April 2005 Retirement from flying

Jerry and Owen Bruce Checking out a member’s project

Jerry with his miniature 
engine

https://americanflyers.com/about/contact/2147659040
http://eaa168.org/pdf/newsletters/2002/he02_12.pdf
http://eaa168.org/pdf/newsletters/2005/he05_03.pdf
http://eaa168.org/pdf/newsletters/2005/he05_04.pdf
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I finished my active duty obligation as a maintenance control officer in the 43rd 
Bomb Wing of SAC. 

To make a long story somewhat shorter, I returned to the engineering field and 
worked for several great companies and learned a lot.  I didn’t return to flying for 
years, what with continuing education, work obligations and family.  Finally in 
1985, I suffered the loss of my wife and looking for something to fill that painful 
void, I discovered ultralight aircraft.  I bought one and flew it for about a year and 
decided to get my private ticket and fly planes with a little more performance.  I 
finished my flight training and during that period I met and married Nelda.  I 
became acquainted with John Ivy at Texas Instruments.  John introduced me to the 
EAA and home built aircraft.  I searched a while and finally settled on a RANS 
S-14 kit that I built and completed in March of 1998.  I have loved that airplane 
and still do…. 

This little airplane has been a joy to me and it has fulfilled a life long dream of 
mine to build and fly my own airplane.  It may be time however to recognize that I 
perhaps should retire from flying.  I’ll be 72 in May and although that is not 
exceptionally old and I still feel like I’m safe in the air, I don’t want to discover 
that I’m not safe when I’m flying.  All that to say I have decided to sell my 
airplane and retire from flying.

A Great Period of Life 
Comes to an End 
 By Jerry Mrazek 

I can remember as a kid, 
gazing up at Piper Cubs and a Ford 
Tri-motor that used to fly around and 
over Richmond, Virginia.  I could 
imagine myself up there in the sky 
flying my own airplane.  My parents 
sprung for my first airplane ride in the 
Ford Tri-motor when I was about 7 
years old and I was thrilled to death to 
actually see what the earth looked like 
from up there.  I was an active model 
airplane builder and I thought that 
ever flying my own airplane was well 
beyond any realistic hope.  With all 
this interest in airplanes, it was 
probably normal that I decided to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree in 
Aeronautical Engineering.  I finished 
my work at the University of 
Oklahoma in 1956 and while there I 
had signed up with the Air Force 
ROTC for pilot training.  After 
graduation, I went to work for about 9 
months for General Dynamics in Fort 
Worth in the Stability and Flight 
Controls Department. 

The Air force called me to active 
duty and I reported to Kinston, North, 
Carolina to begin my flight training.  
We started in the T-34 and it was a 
neat experience.  I finished about 40 
hours in the T-34 and they moved me 
to Bainbridge, Georgia to start T-28 
training.  I got about 20 hours in the 
T-28 when the Air Force decided that 
anyone who wanted to continue flight 
training must commit to be a career 
officer.  This policy made sense 
because of the significant expense 
involved in training guys like me.  
Anyway I wanted to be a career 
engineer so I was transferred to 
Davis-Monthan AFB in Tucson where 

I found this in the archives. 
It speaks of his love of 
aviation and his retirement 
from it.  I though it was an 
elegant sign-off.  So here is 
Jerry in his own words.
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Project Updates 
By Michael Stephan 

This month we have more progress on 
several of our projects.  lets focus on a 
few here. 

Pete Miller has been putting the 
electrical system and more specific the 
instrument panel electronics.  With all 
the Dynon equipment installed, Pete 
was able to power up the panel.  As any 
builder can attest, that is a very special 
event.  I’m pretty sure Pete stared at it 
for a long time, proud and relieved that 
it all worked.  Then comes the forward 
vision of what it will be like to be 
flying.  I wouldn’t be surprised if some 
airplane simulation noises were made. 

it take lots of critical tasks to get to 
this point and it looks like Pete has done 
quite well. 

The panel was one of the last items on 
Pete’s build to finish.  So, we should be 
hearing about Pete getting ready for 
inspection in the near future. 

A second project that took a big leap 
forward is Chris Siggins’ Rv-7 project. 
As you can tell by the picture, he 
recently took delivery of his quick build 
fuselage and the finishing kit (not in the 
picture).  The speed and focus that Chris 
has building his RV is very impressive 
and with very high quality 
craftsmanship.   

We look forward to many more 
updates from Chris. 

Keep plugging along, and we will 
have more updates next month.

New Members in December 
By Sam Cooper 

We had several new members join EAA 
Chapter 168 in December. Tom Rhodes is 
very interested and active in aerobatics 
and is very active with local EAA IAC 
Chapter 24. Brad Fennell is in the later 
stages of building a Van’s RV-4 at TKI. 
Estevan Bataglia will be starting his Van’s 
RV-14A project in the next two months. 

Welcome aboard Tom, Brad and 
Estevan. Let us know how we can help 
you on your sport aviation adventure. We 
look forward to seeing your progress on 
your projects and interests.
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Social media sites 

www.facebook.com/eaa168 

 www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)

Upcoming Events 
By Michael Stephan 

From Social Flight: 
Feb 2 - 7-8 pm SocialFlight Live - Mike Busch on 
Ignition Systems. 

Mike Busch is back with an informative discussion of aircraft 
ignition systems! 

Feb 9 7-8 pm SocialFlight Live - Back Country 
Flying with the RAF 

Learn all about the adventure and freedom of backcountry 
flying with the Recreational Aviation Foundation (RAF)! 

Feb 23 7-8 pm SocialFlight Live - AeroShell 
Aerobatic Team 

Join us for a fun evening with the AeroShell Aerobatic Team! 
March 2 7-8 pm SocialFlight Live - Astronaut 
David Williams 

Record-breaking Astronaut, Aquanaut & Leadership Expert 
David Williams joins for a truly inspiring evening! 

EAA CHAPTER 168 OFFICERS 
President Michael Stephan  president@eaa168.org  
Vice President Jim Novak vicepresident@eaa168.org 
Secretary Pete Miller  secretary@eaa168.org  
Treasurer Sam Cooper  treasurer@eaa168.org  

Board of Directors 

Flight Advisors 
Mel Asberry  972-784-7544 rvmel@icloud.com  
Michael Hoye  214-354-3638 sailntss@sbcglobal.net 

Technical Counselors 
Mel Asberry  972-784-7544 rvmel@icloud.com 
Michael Stephan 214-232-2405 mstephan@shr.net 
Michael Hoye 214-354-3638 sailntss@sbcglobal.net 
Marvin Brott 214-726-9117     pmbrott@sbcglobal.net  

Membership Coordinator 
Sam Cooper  treasurer@eaa168.org 

Newsletter Editor 
Michael Stephan  214-232-2405 mstephan@shr.net 

Tool Custodian 
Brad Roberts 214-546-0445 ber0101@swbell.net 

Web site Editors 
Pete Miller   smilinpete@gmail.com 

Young Eagles Coordinator 
Jim Quinn  EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com  

Eagles Coordinator 
Norm Biron   normbiron@msn.com 

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to mstephan@shr.net. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from 
nonmembers will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, 
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience 
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to 
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this 
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.

Web site Address:   www.eaa168.org 
Social media sites: www.facebook.com/eaa168  www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)

Norm Biron 
Bruce Fuller  

Ann Asberry 
Jim Caniff 

Brad Roberts 
Ben Wright

For Sale: Varieze w/Cont O-200; 100 hours on overhaul.  
1350 total time 
$14.5k.  Leon Rausch 214-349-6024

For Sale: Midget Mustang Projects 
 Larry Birdwell ( ldbirdwell@sbcglobal.net )

For Sale (New Price): GARMIN GTX 327 MODE A/C 
TRANSPONDER. $300.00 
Contact Norm Biron normbiron@msn.com 

For Sale:  Highly modified Murphy Renegade Biplane. 
Everything rigged and almost ready for cover.  Includes 
Jabiru 3300A (120 hp), and wood prop, 250 hrs, TTSN.   
All modifications approved by designer.  Needs 
electrical, instruments, and covering.  Quick-build kit 
goes for $21,950 without engine.  I have most 
everything needed to finish except for instruments and 
radio.  Dual fuel tanks (14 gals total), Nav lights and 
strobes, ELT, and much more. 
Make Offer. Call me and let’s talk. Mel  - 972-784-7544  

For Sale:  Hartzell Constant Speed Propeller 
HC-F2YR-1F/F7666A-2/SM4. Total time in service: 
444.9 hrs.Total time since overhaul: 0.0 hrs.Prop. strike 
reduced diameter to 72”Price negotiable, 
Contact Norm Biron normbiron@msn.com 

Hangar Space: Hangar space for rent at Aero 
Country, for small plane such as RV6.  
Call Klaus at 972-596-8445.

Newsletter Archives Online 
www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/

mailto:president@eaa168.org
mailto:vicepresident@eaa168.org
mailto:secretary@eaa168.org
mailto:treasurer@eaa168.org
mailto:rvmel@icloud.com
mailto:sailntss@sbcglobal.net
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mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:sailntss@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pmbrott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:treasurer@eaa168.org
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:ber0101@swbell.net
mailto:smilinpete@gmail.com
mailto:EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com
mailto:normbiron@msn.com
mailto:normbiron@msn.com
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
http://www.eaa168.org
http://www.facebook.com/eaa168
http://www.twitter.com/eaa168
http://www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/
mailto:ldbirdwell@sbcglobal.net
http://www.facebook.com/eaa168
http://www.twitter.com/eaa168
mailto:normbiron@msn.com
https://www.socialflight.com/event-details.php?eventId=320399
https://www.socialflight.com/event-details.php?eventId=320399
https://www.socialflight.com/event-details.php?eventId=320400
https://www.socialflight.com/event-details.php?eventId=320400
https://www.socialflight.com/event-details.php?eventId=320400
https://www.socialflight.com/event-details.php?eventId=321576
https://www.socialflight.com/event-details.php?eventId=321576
https://www.socialflight.com/event-details.php?eventId=321576
https://www.socialflight.com/event-details.php?eventId=321577
https://www.socialflight.com/event-details.php?eventId=321577
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New Member
Renewal
Info Change

Membership dues for EAA Chapter 
168 are $20/year.
Make checks payable to 
EAA Chapter 168
Mail application to:
Sam Cooper
5932 Janet Ct
Westlake, TX  76262-9603

National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
PO Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086

National EAA Membership:
(800) JOIN EAA (564-6322)
Phone (920) 426-4800
Fax: (920) 426-6761

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM

EAA Chapter 168
c/o Sam Cooper

5932 Janet Ct
Westlake, TX  76262-9603

Name

Copilot (spouse, friend, other)

Address

City State Zip

Phone Home: Mobile:

email address

EAA # Exp date:
(Chapter 168 membership requires National EAA membership)

Pilot/A&P Ratings

I am interested in 
helping with: 

Fly-Ins
Programs
Newsletter
Young Eagles
Officer

Plane, Projects (%complete)  and Interests:


