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Jim Carney’s Project
has a New Home
By Michael Stephan

Experimental Aircraft Association
This project really flew under the radar
for me. I have talked several times with
Jim about the Mooney that he owned and
he referenced a fiberglass amphibious
composite design. I however was not
aware of the Air Shark project. The Air
Shark is a very rare aircraft. Only a few
have ever been finished and only one is
believed to still be flying.
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Jim has been battling cancer recently and
with the likelihood that it might return in
the future, he realized that the Air Shark
project would need a new home to be
completed.
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Presidents Message

From the President/Editor

AirVenture Returns

By Michael Stephan

By Michael Stephan

February has been a wacky month. The other day I had to
turn the air conditioner on in the house, but just a few days
earlier I spent several days without power, in the dark withthe
interior temperatures dropping to 37 degrees. Those four
days were a real battle with only a few hours of electricity a
day and no way to heat the house and keep those pipes from
freezing as the temps outside were in the single digits.
Luckily we made it through with only slight damage to my
shop’s plumbing.

Jack Pelton announced last month the return of AirVenture
in July of 2021.

Even with all that, spring is around the corner and that
means the beginning of the Fly-In season. Sun N Fun has
announce that they are hosting their event as is AirVenture in
Oshkosh.

Masks will be strongly recommended if you are unable to
social distance (roughly 6 feet or 2 meters).

But that is not the only good news. Our Chapter has added
another Tech Counselor as Greg Schroeder was approved to
join our other four Tech Counselors (five when you add Don
Christiansen at Pecan Plantation). Thanks Greg for
volunteering to help other builders.

International visitation is dependent on current
international travel regulations and mandates in the U.S. and
individual countries of residence.

Also in this issue we get an update on Joe Migis’ RV-14A.
The project was on hold when they moved to Hidden Valley
Airpark and began renovation on their new house and hangar.
I visited their home about a year ago and I have to say they
are did a fabulous job updated an older custom built home.
the result is spectacular. The hangar is also huge and was the
workshop for all the home’s woodwork.

EAA is adding significant numbers of sanitizing facilities
and working with industry-leading companies for continual
disinfection throughout the grounds.

Joe hopes to be able to invite
us out to see the house, the
hangar and the RV-14.

Proof of COVID vaccine will not be required to attend.

Increased physical distancing will be encouraged in all
areas.

Theater in the Woods, forums pavilions, and other
outdoor venues will operate with reduced seating capacity,
with social distancing opportunities on the open grounds at
that location.

Wherever possible, ventilation will be increased in tents
and indoor facilities.
Several annual events where physical distancing is not
possible will not be held this year, including the Monday
night concert; the Young Eagles, EAA Lifetime Member,
and International Visitors dinners; the Runway 5K run/walk;
and large corporate events and receptions.

BOD Elections
By Michael Stephan

This month at our March meeting will be electing the
Board of Directors for 2021. Many of our current Board
members are returning with the addition of Greg Schroeder.
These members are critical in the direction of our chapter and
for years have been a valuable asset. The nominees for this
year’s BOD is as follows:
Bruce Fuller
Jim Caniff
Ben Wright
Greg Schoeder

Here are a list of some of those changes.

There will be fewer exhibitors in each indoor exhibit
building, creating more walkways and separation between
exhibitors. Additional venues on the grounds are being repurposed to accommodate indoor exhibitors that are moved
this year.

The last item I would like to
mention is the landing of the
Perseverance rover on Mars. It
is unbelievable the amount of
technology and effort it took to
make this happen. Now we all
get to watch the pictures as they
return from Mars. Spending my
internet time watching that.

Norm Biron
Ann Asberry
Brad Roberts
Chris Smith

“We will be hosting AirVenture 2021, but there will be
areas that will look different and areas where we’ll
incorporate technology to limit touchpoints as we work with
local and state health officials to establish and maintain the
best possible standards for public events,”

High-demand forums and presentations will be scheduled
more than once to accommodate demand while allowing for
distancing.
EAA officials welcome your ideas and input. Send them
to feedback@eaa.org.

Builder Web Sites
Aaron Garinger’s Sling TSi
Pete Miller’s RV-7 smilinpete.com/wp/
Jim Novak’s RV-8 www.mykitlog.com/izzybear
Greg Schroeder’s Sportsman www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1

We thank them their contributions to Chapter 168.
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Monthly Schedule
Bruce Fuller, and Brad Roberts. Also present: Chris Smith,
Greg Schroeder

March 2nd Chapter Meeting ONLINE
Extravaganza

CHAPTER MEETINGS

The March Chapter meeting will be
an ONLINE meeting using the
YouTube Live on Tues, March 2nd
at 7pm

Mar 2 - Sam Cooper – Aircraft Engine Management:
Understanding & Operating Your 4-Stroke Aircraft Engine
Meeting Dates: Apr 6, May 4, Jun 1, Jul 6, Aug 3, Sep 7,
Oct 5, Nov 2, Dec 7

There will be a short organizational/
instructional session (about 10
minutes) at 7:00 PM. We will also
elect the Board Members for 2021.
Then the program will begin around
at 7:15 p.m. and finish by 9:00 p.m.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
Mar 8, Apr 12, May 10, Jun 7, Jul 12, Aug 9, Sep 13, Oct 11,
Nov 8, Dec 13
TREASURER REPORT

Meeting ID: 816 3759 8344

Sam discussed the Treasurer’s Report for January. There were
7 renewals. We have 71 paid members.

Passcode: 345012
This month our featured speaker will be fellow Chapter
member Sam Cooper.

YOUNG EAGLES / EAGLE FLIGHTS

He will discuss Aircraft Engine Management. Sam has been
to the Advanced Pilot Seminar on “Engine Management
Made Easy” that was hosted by GAMI in Ada, OK. He will
review what is happening inside our 4-stroke aircraft engines
as we operate them through their range of controls. How can
we setup and operate our aircraft engines for better
performance? With many differing opinions and conflicting
information available, aircraft engine management can be
somewhat confusing.

No YE to report.
OLD BUSINESS
•

The Ray Scholarship application has been submitted.

•

BOD elections are in March. Members who have agreed
to take part are Ann Asberry, Bruce Fuller, Greg
Schroeder, Jim Canniff, Norm Biron, Brad Roberts and
Chris Smith. As of the meeting had not heard from Ben
Wright.

When you join the ZOOM meeting be sure to mute your
microphone. If you also want to hide your video and just
watch, that will be OK as well.

•

Discussed new members and getting them plugged in.

March 8th Board Meeting

•

NEW BUSINESS
No new business.

The meeting was adjourned at 18:52.
The March BOD meeting will be an online meeting on
Monday March 8th at 6 pm. Any member is able to sit in on
the board meeting. If you wish to do that, email
March Events/webinars
mstephan@shr.net and I will send you a ZOOM invite. A
Listed below are EAA webinars in March.
summary of the minutes from the Feb BOD meeting recorded
by Pete Miller are as follows: Meeting called to order by
3/2/21 7 p.m. Panthers and Beyond with Dan and Rachel
Michael Stephan at 18:02. Minutes from the previous
Weseman.
meeting corrected and emailed to all BOD members.
3/3/21 7 p.m. How Mags Fail
Mike Busch
Officers/Directors in Attendance: Michael Stephan, Jim
Novak, Sam Cooper, Pete Miller, Norm Biron, Jim Canniff, 3/9/21 7 p.m. Bong: America’s Ace of Aces Chris Henry
Join Chris Henry from the EAA Aviation Museum as he
discusses the life of America’s highest-scoring WWII ace,
Richard Bong. The fascinating story will lead to a discussion
about the EAA Aviation Museum’s beautiful P-38 which is
painted to honor Bong and his wife Marge.
3/16/21 7 p.m.Rolling Fear Upside Down with Aerobatics
U.S. Unlimited Aerobatic Team pilot, CFI, and engineering
professor Cecilia Aragon talks about three ways aerobatics can
help anyone overcome fear and become a better pilot. Cecilia
will share her personal journey from timid child to the World
Aerobatic Championships.
rvmel@icloud.com
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We wish Jim a full recovery from his battle with cancer and
hope to see him at another chapter meeting, which he nearly
always attends.

Air Shark
Jim Carney’s Air Shark Project

The Front of the rare Air Shark

Perfomance and Specs
Power: 200 HP Lycoming IO 360
Passengers: 4
Baggage: 120 lbs
Max Gross Wt.: 2600 lbs
Wing Loading: 22.5 lbs/sq ft
Empty Wt.: 1250 lbs
Useful Load: 1350 lbs
Vmax: 214 mph
Cruise 70% power: 190 mph
Vso (est.): 60 mph
Rate of Climb (120 mph):
Sea Level 2400 lbs max power: 1600 fpm
Sea Level 2400 pounds 25’/2500 rpm: 1000 fpm
Fuel Capacity: 110 Gallons
Range: 2000 St. Miles
Landing Distance: 2000 ft

Inside the cockpit of the Air Shark Project
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Learning Experience

New Members in December

K. Truemper

By Sam Cooper

Many months ago, I spent some time at an airport that I will
not identify. While there, observed a number of events. As you
will see, it was an opportunity to learn.
One wheel of a landing Beech Bonanza put out a lot of
smoke. It was almost like the smoke generator of a show plane.
After he had taxied up to the pump for refueling, people pointed
out the problem. Inspection did not reveal anything wrong. One
person conjectured that brake fluid had leaked on the disk and
caused the smoke. In extreme cases, this can start a fire. The
pilot declared all was well and took off. Really.
A Piper Cub back-taxied for takeoff on 36, since the wind was
blowing from the North. He announced, "Backtaxiing on18 for
takeoff." Then, when he was at the end ready for takeoff on 36,
he announced, "Taking off on 18". At that airport you cannot see
the other end. Ouch.
A botched landing attempt of a Cirrus Carbon. This is fancy
transportation, so the pilot surely had had transition training. He
came in high. Halfway down the runway, he still had no wheel
on the ground. He announced a go-around. Instead of letting the
airplane accelerate in ground-effect, the pilot immediately raised
the nose high and mushed upward. The second time he did touch
down, but used the entire runway. There were four people on
board, so the plane was quite heavy.
Several long landings of small planes, using the entire length of
the runway.
The message isn’t to feel smug about these cases. No, it is that
we should always try to do our best, expect erroneous actions by
others, and take nothing for granted. It will keep our plane in one
piece and us out of the hospital.

We had two new members join EAA Chapter 168 in
February. Gregory Kochersperger is getting ready to
start a Van’s RV-10 project when his empennage kit
arrives around the middle of March. Abitamim
Bharmal has an ultralight building project that he is
working on.
Welcome aboard Gregory and Abitamim. Let us
know how we can help you on your sport aviation
adventure. We look forward to seeing your progress on
your projects and interests.

Sun n Fun 2021
By Jim Canniff

As of Feb 22 Sun n Fun 2021 is on!
For all interested the main page is at flysnf.org/
The first volunteer meeting has taken place and all
preparations for the event are in progress. Assuming
there is not an outbreak of some super spreader
COVID variant then the show is a go.
Naturally there has to be precautions due to the
pandemic. Sun n Fun has has published what all
attending should expect and they say rules will be
enforced for the good of all. The current precautions
are listed here: flysnf.org/covid-19-policy/
All the communications received so far indicate the
show will be as close to all previous years as possible.
There will be the usual Fly-in, exhibitors and airshow.
Speaking of the airshow this will be the first show by
the Blue Angels with their new FA-18 Super Hornets.
The exhibitor list appears to be the usual suspects.
For those looking for a specific exhibitor for that must
have piece or goody the list is here: flysnf.org/
exhibits/current-exhibitors/
All we can do is hope the show goes on, last year
sure was a bummer.
If possible I try to get out an update after the March
volunteer meeting.

Newsletter Archives Online
www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/
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Back To Work on the RV-14A
By Joe Migis

After selling our house in Coppell in May of 2016 and
moving to Hidden Valley Airpark the RV-14A project was
put in storage to focus on the house and hangar. At that
time, the empennage and wing kits were for the most part
complete and the fuselage kit was delivered and
inventoried. The only items that remained on the
completed kits was the fiberglass tip work. Van’s was not
offering any of the quick builds kits at that time so the
entire project has gone the slow build route.
The HVA house was constructed in 1972 and needed a
complete restoration. We took it down to the studs, added
on an addition and built the hangar. Much of the work was
done by my wife and me, keeping the RV-14A project in
storage far longer then I wanted. The agreement prior to
the purchase of the house with my wife was that we had to
finish the house before continuing work on the RV-14A
project. Well, things always take longer than planned and
while the house is not 100%, my wife reluctantly agreed to
let me focus on the hangar and start the project back up.

Joining of the fuselage

out of the event. Getting others involved in the build only
adds to the fun.

The pizza party afterwards.
Workshop complete and RV out of storage. Wing Kit,
Empennage and tail feathers on top of cabinets

I finished the workshop in July and took the project out
PRIVATE
of storage! Notice the nice new shiny floors. I got a great INSTRUMENT
deal on a 50% off Covid-19 discount on epoxy coated
COMMERCIAL
floors and couldn’t pass up the deal. With completion of
the workshop I turned my focus to resuming the project.
American Flyers South
Addison Airport (KADS)
Now that I’m able to focus on the 14 things have been
4650 Airport Parkway
progressing nicely. In October, it was finally time to join
Addison, TX 75001
the two halves of the fuselage. Living in the airpark has
214-765-9040
allowed me to connect with a group of experienced RV
builders. Mike built an RV-10, Kevin just finished his
RV-7 and Rick is working on a RV-8. With all this
experience, I decided to enlist their help to join the
fuselage. It was a little over-kill but we made a pizza party
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Years ago a friend that purchased a hanger at
Aero Country gave me a rotisserie frame that
was used by the prior owner to build his RV-8.
I debated whether or not to use it and am so
glad I did! It’s made working on the fuselage
so much easier. You can turn it sideways,
leave it upright or even upside down. No
climbing in and out of the fuselage! I just
completed the fuselage kit the other day
without ever having to crawl into the plane.
Although, I have to admit that after installing
the sticks, instrument panel frame, and
elevator pushrod I couldn’t resist crawling in
to make few airplane noises.
Delaying the build ended up having one
significant advantage. In July, Van’s
announced the new IO-390-EXP119 engine
option. Flying fast is good, but flying faster is
even better. Van’s claims the new engine
configuration increases speed by 13 MPH,
increases climb rate and shortens take off
distance. I was immediately sold—hook, line,
and sinker. The only down side, other than
cost, was that finish kits with the new
configuration wouldn’t ship until after
the new year. While I don’t have an exact delivery date
yet, Van’s did inform me that they started to crate my
order on Dec 12th with a 4 to 6 week estimate on when it
should ship. Since the fuselage kit is finished, the delay
is giving me the opportunity to start in on the fiberglass
work.

Finally get to officially make airplane noises!

Now on to the fiberglass work that I’ve been putting off
for years!

From The Home Front
By Michael Stephan

This is not really a project update as much as it is a
project no progress update.
Last month, the management at Grand Prairie Airport
gave me the opportunity to upgrade my older hangar to
the newer ones, and as a result put my two hangars closer
together. They are now only one hangar apart. So I
spent my month moving my RV-8 and all the others
projects that live with it.

Fuselage kit complete and picture of rotisserie
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Project Updates
By Michael Stephan

Pete Miler continues to make
progress on his RV-7 project, and
in this episode he brought in the
big guns to help put the wings on.
In 2016 he initially installed and
drilled the wing’s read spar attach.
Last month he re-installed them
with the help of some of
AeroCountry’s most expert
builders Marvin, Ken and Larry.
It was a cold day, but nothing
stops this determined crew.
With the wings installed Pete
has a few more tasks to complete
the wing attach.
He will drill the front fuel tank
bracket, drill for the nutplates and
screws where the fuselage belly
skin attaches to the wings, and
fabricate and install the fuel lines
from the tank to the fuselage.
After that is finished, the wings will have to
come off to install the nutplates on the belly skin.
Then reunite the dream team and install the
wings for good!

Marvin, Larry and Ken after Helping Pete install the RV-7 Wings

You can follow Pete’s progress on his build
site: smilinpete.com/wp/
Ted Harrison recently received some new parts
for his F4 Raider project. Preferring a tip over
canopy instead of the standard sliding canopy of
the F1 Rocket, he has ordered the Showplanes
RV-8 fastback canopy skirt kit. The RV-8 and the
F4 fuselage are very similar in measurement, but
there are a few differences that will have to be
bridged.
Ted is the first person to make this adaptation
of the Showplanes canopy skirt to a F1 fuselage.
So we applaud him for blazing a trail for future
builders.

Pete Miller’s RV-7 with wings on

On the initial fitting, things look promising with
only some minor modifications needed to get a
good fit. The next hurdle is to decide on a canopy.
He could choose an RV-8 canopy or a Harmon
Rocket canopy. Stay tuned.
Editors Note: If you are building an
Experimental Aircraft or restoring an aircraft, send
me pictures of your progress to mstephan@shr.net,
so we can share it with the other members of
Chapter 168. You may think no one is interested in
your project, but you would be wrong. Builders
and non builders alike are interested in the creation
of a new aircraft. The internet proves it.
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For Sale: Parts, Planes, Services
For Sale (New Price): GARMIN GTX 327 MODE A/C
TRANSPONDER. $300.00

Upcoming Events
By Michael Stephan

Contact Norm Biron normbiron@msn.com
For Sale: Hartzell Constant Speed Propeller
March 2 7-8 pm SocialFlight Live - Astronaut
HC-F2YR-1F/F7666A-2/SM4. Total time in service:
David Williams
444.9 hrs.Total time since overhaul: 0.0 hrs.Prop. strike
Record-breaking Astronaut, Aquanaut & Leadership Expert reduced diameter to 72”Price negotiable,
David Williams joins for a truly inspiring evening!
Contact Norm Biron normbiron@msn.com
From Social Flight:

March 9 7-8 pm SocialFlight Live - Ice Pilots
Night with Mikey McBryan

Hangar Space: Hangar space for rent at Aero
Country, for small plane such as RV6.

Mikey McBryan from the History Channel's Ice Pilots joins us
Call Klaus at 972-596-8445.
for an amazing evening of aviation stories.
March 16 7-8 pm SocialFlight Live - Author Jamie
Beckett

Jamie Beckett joins us for a wonderful evening of aviation
stories, inspiration and hangar flying!
March 23 7-8 pm SocialFlight Live - Astronaut
John Herrington

America's first Native American Astronaut John Herrington
joins us for an amazing discussion of his life and the lessons
learned that we can all benefit from!
April 24 Heart of Texas Airshow Waco, TX

For Sale: Highly modified Murphy Renegade Biplane.
Everything rigged and almost ready for cover. Includes
Jabiru 3300A (120 hp), and wood prop, 250 hrs, TTSN.
All modifications approved by designer. Needs
electrical, instruments, and covering. Quick-build kit
goes for $21,950 without engine. I have most
everything needed to finish except for instruments and
radio. Dual fuel tanks (14 gals total), Nav lights and
strobes, ELT, and much more.
Make Offer. Call me and let’s talk. Mel - 972-784-7544
For Sale: Midget Mustang Projects
Larry Birdwell ( ldbirdwell@sbcglobal.net )

Social media sites

For Sale: Varieze w/Cont O-200; 100 hours on overhaul.
1350 total time
$14.5k. Leon Rausch 214-349-6024

www.facebook.com/eaa168
www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to mstephan@shr.net. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from
nonmembers will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.

Web site Address: www.eaa168.org
Social media sites: www.facebook.com/eaa168

EAA CHAPTER 168 OFFICERS

www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)

President Michael Stephan president@eaa168.org
Vice President Jim Novak vicepresident@eaa168.org
Secretary Pete Miller
secretary@eaa168.org
Treasurer Sam Cooper
treasurer@eaa168.org
Board of Directors
Norm Biron
Ann Asberry
Brad Roberts
Bruce Fuller
Jim Caniff
Ben Wright
Flight Advisors
Mel Asberry
972-784-7544
rvmel@icloud.com
Michael Hoye
214-354-3638
sailntss@sbcglobal.net
Technical Counselors
Mel Asberry
972-784-7544
rvmel@icloud.com
Michael Stephan
214-232-2405
mstephan@shr.net
Michael Hoye
214-354-3638
sailntss@sbcglobal.net
Marvin Brott
214-726-9117
pmbrott@sbcglobal.net
Greg Schroeder
gwsosu@gmail.com

Sam Cooper
Michael Stephan
Brad Roberts
Pete Miller
Jim Quinn
Norm Biron

Membership Coordinator
treasurer@eaa168.org
Newsletter Editor
214-232-2405
mstephan@shr.net
Tool Custodian
214-546-0445
ber0101@swbell.net
Web site Editors
smilinpete@gmail.com
Young Eagles Coordinator
EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com
Eagles Coordinator
normbiron@msn.com

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format,
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.
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EAA Chapter 168

c/o Sam Cooper
5932 Janet Ct
Westlake, TX 76262-9603

DALLAS CHAPTER 168 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM
New Member
Renewal
Info Change
Membership dues for EAA Chapter
168 are $20/year.

Name
Copilot (spouse, friend, other)
Address

Make checks payable to
EAA Chapter 168

City

State

Mail application to:
Sam Cooper
5932 Janet Ct
Westlake, TX 76262-9603

Phone Home:

Mobile:

Zip

email address
EAA #

Exp date:

(Chapter 168 membership requires National EAA membership)

National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
PO Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086
National EAA Membership:
(800) JOIN EAA (564-6322)
Phone (920) 426-4800
Fax: (920) 426-6761

Pilot/A&P Ratings
I am interested in
helping with:

Plane, Projects (%complete) and Interests:

Fly-Ins
Programs
Newsletter
Young Eagles
Officer
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