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N6YH First Flight
From Michael Stephan

Experimental Aircraft Association

Chapter 168

Jay Pratt does it again. This is aircraft number six. Although Jay has helped with
countless projects, this is the sixth one he has built for himself. N6YH is Jay’s third RV-8.
This is not Jay’s first rodeo. The first Flight plaque will sit on the wall next to his other
five plaques, four of those were RVs and the other was a Northstar Super Cub kit Named
“Shooter”. N46RV was an RV-6 that flew in 1996. N82RV was an RV-8 that flew in
1999. N46RE was an RV-6 that flew in 2000. the Northstar kit “Shooter” N46NS flew in
2004 and N46RX was an RV-8 that flew in 2007.
Jay acquires 6YH from a builder in Houston who had completed the fuselage and tail
kits. Jay then added a set of quick build wings from an RV 7. The plans showed that
these two wings shared the same part number and Jay assumed they would be
interchangeable. Unfortunately, Jay was mistaken, there was some fine print on the plans
that differentiated the two wings. After finishing the wings Jay spoke with Rian Johnson
of Van’s and he confirmed the RV-7 will not fit on an RV-8. With long lead times for kits
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Presidents Message

From the President/Editor
By Michael Stephan

July was a very event filled month. Jay Prat flew his RV-8
project after a 14 month build, and this never gets old.
Congratulations Jay!
This month our meeting is the Airventure in review. A
tradition that goes back long before I was a member. This year
I will be presenting the slideshow and it will be a ZOOM
gathering. Maybe our last virtual meeting, as we have been
offered a new location to host an “in person” meeting. The
new location is also at Addison Airport and is next door to
American Flyers, at Thrust Flight.
Thrust Flight is another flight school and the head of the
School Patrick Arnzen has kindly allowed us access to the
classroom, which is about the same size as what we used
before. Mel Asberry was able to make this connection, and we
will bring it up for a vote at the August Board Meeting. So,
there is a good chance that the September meeting will be in
person. We are also looking at continuing to broadcast out the
meeting for those who wish to attend virtually. There will be
details to work out there.
Now on to AirVenture. I just returned from the show
yesterday, so this is really fresh content. And as you read this
there is a good chance the show is still going on. Although I
wrote an article on the event, I’m using this space to add some
of my observations.
Of the new things I saw, I was impressed with the Verner
radial engine that I saw on the front of a Kitfox. The Scarlett
9S engine is 136 HP continuous and 158 HP Max. It weighs
238 lbs. and is direct drive. I think it has application on several
popular design, especially scale replicas. I bet is does pretty
good on that Kitfox.

Cessna Sky Courier debuts at AirVenture 20201

I am a fan of the Cessna Caravan, So when they
announced a few years ago that they were going to make
a twin turbine version of it and call it the Sky Courier I
followed the progress. This year in Boeing square, it
made its first public appearance. It didn’t disappoint.
Of course for me and the other 240k subscribers to his
YouTube channel was the arrival of Mike Patey and
“Scrappy” his one of a kind Super Cub creation. The
name comes from the fact that it is built from a Cub
Crafter Super Cub fuselage that Mike had laying around
in the shop. He designed the rest around the Lycoming
780 engine that he had left over from his old race plane.
The rest is history. There is way too many innovations
and modifications to list here, but I suggest you watch the
videos on his channel. Let’s just say that somewhere in
there is a kitchen sink. It is truly a marvel of engineering.
I’m waiting to se some of the results from flight testing it.
Announcements are made at the show every year. Here
are a couple that got my attention.
GAMI received the STC from the FAA for their G100
fuel that can replace 100LL.
Van Announced what the RV-15 was going to be. The
only problem with the announcement was that they
solicited input. Good luck with that one.
Airventure combines some of the best things for an
aviation enthusiast; new planes, old planes, homebuilt
planes, huge planes and small planes, and you get to see
many of them flying in or during the airshow. But the
best part is the people you share it with. When your
passion is also someone else’s it builds a bond with those
people. I spent the week with old friends and well as met
a few new friends. That is why I am looking forward to
what next year will bring.

Builder Web Sites
Aaron Garinger’s Sling TSi
Pete Miller’s RV-7 smilinpete.com/wp/
Jim Novak’s RV-8 www.mykitlog.com/izzybear
Greg Schroeder’s Sportsman www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1
Verner Scarlett 9S engine on a Kitfox
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Monthly Schedule
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS

August 3rd Chapter Meeting ONLINE

Sep 13, Oct 11, Nov 8, Dec 13

The August Chapter meeting will be
an ONLINE meeting via Zoom on
Tues, Aug 3rd at 7pm

TREASURER REPORT
Sam discussed the Treasurer’s Report for February. There
were 1 new members and 1 renewal. We have 80 paid
members, including 3 student memberships.

There will be a short organizational/
instructional session (about 10
minutes) at 7:00 PM. The program
will begin around at 7:10 p.m. and
finish by 9:00 p.m.

YOUNG EAGLES / EAGLE FLIGHTS
The event at KTKI on June 10 was rained out.
OLD BUSINESS

Meeting ID: 832 7980 3131
Passcode: 606448
This month’s presentation will be our traditional AirVenture
Report. This year Michael Stephan will be leading the
discussion with his brilliant insight. We will try some
audience participation at this meeting, and see how it goes.
Our most informal and fun meeting of the year (except for the
Christmas Party).
When you join the ZOOM meeting start by muting your
microphone. If you also want to hide your video and just
watch, that will be OK as well.

Aug 9th Board Meeting
The Aug BOD meeting will be an online meeting on
Monday Aug 9th at 6 pm. Any member is able to sit in on
the board meeting. If you wish to do that, email
mstephan@shr.net and I will send you a ZOOM invite. A
summary of the minutes from the July BOD meeting
recorded by Pete Miller are as follows:
Meeting called to order by Michael Stephan at 18:05.
Minutes from the previous meeting approved as emailed.
Officers/Directors in Attendance: Michael Stephan, Jim
Novak, Sam Cooper, Pete Miller, Norm Biron, Ann Asberry,
Jim Canniff and Greg Schroeder. Also present: Mel Asberry.
CHAPTER MEETINGS
August 3: Airventure Review
September 7: Member Project Updates
October 5: Ron Strauss: Pilot for Elvis Presley
November 2: Tech Counselor
December 7: Christmas Party

• Ray Scholarship. Julian is getting ready for his written.
• Meeting locations. Sam Cooper had a discussion with
David Cheek after this BOD meeting. David suggested that
we contact American Flyers North and inquire if they have
a meeting space that we could use. David attended a CFI
refresher class at American Flyers North earlier this year
(~ March or so), so he knows they have a classroom
available, probably a little smaller than the American
Flyers South classroom. David’s comment was that
American Flyers South has contracts with a number of
South American countries for pilot training. That may
influence the COVID-19 protocols that American Flyers
South is using.
NEW BUSINESS
• Need to order Jay Pratt’s First Flight plaque.
• The Board voted to have the Christmas Party this year. Jim
Canniff will contact Outback to see about their availability.
(UPDATE: • • The Christmas Party reservation is all set
and we got the the Tuesday, Dec. 7. Price is $18.99 + the
18% gratuity. Two minor menu changes: the Salmon is now
8 oz instead of 7 and the side dish mashed potatoes is now
home style instead of garlic. The manager is OK with
getting the updated headcount early November. Our contact
at the Outback is the manager, Kristyna Clark at 972 516
4100. If she is not there we are to talk to Ryan, Joanna or
Travis, in that order.)
• Michael proposed the purchase of a hydraulic wire crimper
to add to the tool crib. He will research and suggest a
specific one at next month’s meeting.
• Mike Montefusco has a presentation available about careers
in aviation besides pilot. Discussed the applicability of such
a presentation for our chapter.
The meeting was adjourned at 19:00.

Aug Events/webinars
8/3/21 7 p.m. Homebuilt Highlights from AirVenture
Marc Cook
8/10/21 7 p.m. Bugatti 100P: One of a Kind
Bob Havens
rvmel@icloud.com
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Laura Herrmann
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Jay Pratt’s wall of First Flight Plaques in the workshop at Hicks
Airport
Mel Asberry awarding Jay Pratt the Airworthiness
certificate for N6YH

from Vans, Jay was on the hunt for a set of RV-8 wings. He
found a set here in Texas and finished and installed those.
Another fortunate event happened when Jay found an RV-8
that was being discarded by a widow of the owner. Not
wanting the liability of selling the plane, it was destined for
the crusher. Jay convinced her to sell him a few parts off
that plane and that is where he acquired the wheels, brakes,
gear legs and wheel pants.

That squadron is long gone, but those who were in it
remember fondly those glory days of the RV. Maybe we can
recreate it with some of the up and coming builders in the
Chapter.
Congratulations Jay!

Jay started the project in May of 2020 and the first flight
was July 12, 2021. That is a 14 month build which is pretty
impressive. Jay’s previous RV-8 was called “Borrowed
Horse”, and Jay will extend that moniker to this RV and it
will be the return of “Borrowed Horse”.
Jay is tireless when it comes to building RVs. He has build
6 for himself, but has also helped finished many more than
that. But not all his time is spent building, Jay flies a bunch
every year, and enjoys Backcountry flying which is why he
also has a Cessna 180 and a Super Cub. You can see some
of Jay and Carol’s adventures on his Facebook page.
I spoke with Jay in Oshkosh and he recounted the glory
days of the 1990s and the RV BC (Butt Crack) Squadron
where a group of local RV builders would fly somewhere at
the drop of hat, and that was the days before social media
and the internet. The number of RV builders in those days
was pretty small which made them pretty friendly with each
other. When they flew places other pilots were curious about
the RVs since the kit was not that well know. Today most
just walk past an RV like it was a Cessna 172. Jay told me
while on a flight that they were referred on the air-to-air
frequency as “a bunch of yahoos”. It became one of those
classic BC Squadron stories. Now it lives on in the N
Number of Jay’s new RV-8 N6YH.
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AirVenture 2021
By Michael Stephan

Unlike last year, this year’s AirVenture was not virtual.
Judging by the size of the crowds, people and pilots were
very enthusiastic to attend. The aircraft parking area were
near capacity. On a trip to the south end of the field, I
noticed the expanded South 40 was filled with planes as far
as my eyes could see.

Corsairs, and I have never seen that before. Another plane I
have never seen fly before was the Lockheed U-2 which
flew in the air show on Wednesday.

One thing that a few of us noted is the spectacular aircraft
were not very numerous. Other than Mike Patty’s beast of a
Super Cub “Scrappy”, the ‘wow’ aircraft were hard to find,
although we did find a couple that were very impressive.
Although the attendees were eager, I guess that the later
decision to host AirVenture this year did not give EAA the
time to entice and prepare for those really rare aircraft that
are the icing on the cake. The warbirds did have a good
showing with a huge number of P-51s. I saw four F4U
Lockheed U-2 “Dragon Lady”

The weather this year was typical Oshkosh, warm with
occasional rain. The weekend arrivals had to battle some
stiff winds at times. Some of the campers on Wednesday
night were offered space in the museum to shelter them from
severe weather. With advanced notice, many plane owner
took action to protect their airplane. Plastic wrap, bubble
wrap and even carpet padding were found protecting
airplanes on Thursday morning. Fortunately, the storms that
produced an impressive lightning show did not produce any
damaging hail or high winds. The nighttime airshow that
was scheduled for Wednesday night, was moved to Thursday
night and EAA allowed those with Wednesday show tickets
to use them to attend the show on Thursday. That might be a
first. Good job EAA.
Mike Patey’s Super Cub Creation “Scrappy”
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Mike Patey showed up with scrappy on Tuesday evening.
Wednesday morning there was a crowd. With 24k
subscribers to his channel, he spent his time holding court
with the many followers, me being one of those. I
recommend you watch some of those videos and you will see
why his scrappy build was so popular. Scrappy is truly a one
of a kind airplane, and Mike Patey might be the most unique
and talented builder/designer and promoter of Experimental
Aircraft. Kudos to Mikey and the Patey family were very
involved in the project, and were there with Scrappy talking
with us. What great ambassadors for Aviation.
Looking back at this year’s show, what impressed me.
Warbirds Area

P-51 protected from the Wednesday Storms

The field was in great condition. The improvements were
welcomed except for the parking re arrangements that
frustrated people on the first day. The main lot was
changed to permit only and the replacement slots were
further out.
Also, the price of everything on the field seemed to be
higher than in 2019. My poor dollar doesn’t have the
ooomph it used to have. But with that, the amenities on the
field are getting better. Several vendors that used to just be
under tents now have structural window and side walls that
allow them to air condition their spaces. Those tents were
very popular. They included Garmin, Boeing, Hartzel,
Bendix King to name a few that I visited.

Bearcat on display on the Warbird Ramp

The Warbirds area is the most popular area and it never
disappoints. Although there wasn’t the blockbuster
restoration show up, there were a field of P-51s, Corsairs,
P-40s, and a PBY Catalina along with the plethora of other
Warbirds.
Vintage Area

Mike Patey holding court with “Scrappy”
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The airplanes in the Vintage area were great as usual, but
most of them I have seen in previous years. The highlight
was the pristine Travel Air that was in the Showcase area.
Homebuilts Area

Twin Corvair powered RV-7 called the Twin JAG

“Best looking RV on the field” - Marvin Brott

The homebuilt area is so large now that it is impossible to
see them all, but we did see a few nice ones. The big news
was Vans Aircraft finally announced what the new RV-15
was going to be. It is still in design phase, but it will be a
high-wing, off field capable, back country airplane. That
seems to be the growing market, as there was a huge
number of “big tire” planes.

The Gabriel from Black Shape

The Tetra Mk-5 VTOL from Japan

Not Van’s RV-15, but the popular Rans S-21 Outbound

Across from Van’s tent was this unique RV-7 powered by
two corvair engines.
There were also several new planes that debuted at the
show this year. the first that I saw was this 160 HP
Lycoming Power tandem trainer call the Gabriel from Black
Shape. It is a certified craft and the price tag was around
$300k. Max speed is 164 kts.

August 2021

The number of VTOL was less than previous years, but they
were there. A Japanese Company Tetra displayed their new
Mk-5.
In summary, the show was good. The number of people and
planes demonstrated a huge bounce back from last year’s
virtual Airventure. So, the most memorable part of this year’s
show was that there was a show, and a good one.
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Upcoming Events
By Michael Stephan

Below are a few events for the month.
Saturday, Aug 7th - 1st Saturday Coffee/
Donuts/Chapter Meeting, McKinney (TKI)

Every first Saturday of every month, we get together
for our monthly Chapter meeting at the airport, for
some great fellowship and fun. We have Free coffee
and donuts for everyone at Hangar 2528 in the
McKinney Hangar Owners Association. area at the
McKinney National Airport (KTKI) in McKinney, TX.
9 AM - Noon. You don't have to be a pilot or a
member to attend. Bring the family! See you there!

Friday - Sunday, Sep 3-5, 2021
Sport Air Race League Summit Mount Pleasant
150 Air Race, Mount Pleasant, TX

Mount Pleasant Regional Airport (KOSA), Mount Pleasant,
TX
The new location of the Annual Sport Air Racing League
event. Gather at KOSA, home of the
Mid American Aviation Museum,
celebrate the Sport racing and fly the
exciting new courses in the Mount
Pleasant 150 Air Race.
The Sport League Hall of Fame will be
on display and many fun and exciting
things are planned.

Saturday, Aug 7th - Airplanes & Coffee
Gainesville Municipal Airport, KGLE

Updates will be on the web site and
Facebook groups. www.sportairrace.org

A place for pilots by pilots. Come join us at
Gainesville Municipal Airport, KGLE on August 7th,
2021. 8:30am - 12:30pm.

Contact League Chairman Patricia Purcell anytime!

Join all of us on August 7th at the 1 year of “Airplanes
and Coffee” celebration!
We want this to be our BIGGEST and BEST fly-in to
date! And if you’ve been to any of our previous
gatherings, you know that will require ALOT of
Airplanes! So make sure to mark your calendars and
tell your friends! This fly-in/drive-in will feature:
AMAZING Aircraft!
INCREDIBLE People!
DELICIOUS Donuts and Coffee!
FUN Games and Prizes!
INSPIRING Guest Speakers&
FREE DISCOVERY FLIGHTS (limited rides
available, certain restrictions apply)
You DO NOT want to miss out on this FREE event!

Contact: Patricia Purcell
Phone: 9035649410
Website: http://www.sportairrace.org
Saturday, Sep 4, 2021
EAA Chapter 1592 Fly-In/Drive-In, Rusk, TX

Cherokee County Airport (KJSO), Rusk, TX
Please join us Saturday, September 4th for our EAA Chapter
1592 Fly-in/ Drive-In! This is going to be a fun event
featuring a wide variety of airplanes,
classic cars, military vehicles, great
food, and live music! Fun for the entire
family!
We hope you can join us!
Contact: Clint Goff
Phone: 903-316-7292
Website: http://
www.cherokeecountyairport.com
Saturday, Sep 18, 2021
Wings-N-Wheels Fly-In/Drive-In, Midlothian, TX

Mid-Way Regional Airport (KJWY), Midlothian, TX
Classic Airplanes and
Fighters. Car and
Motorcycle Clubs.
Helicopter and Airplane
Rides. Children's
Activities. Food
Vendors and more! No
parking or entrance
fees.
9 am to 1 pm
Phone: 972-923-0080
Website: http://www.mid-wayregional.com
Big tires at OSH
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For Sale: Parts, Planes, Services
For Sale (New Price): GARMIN GTX 327 MODE A/C
TRANSPONDER. $300.00
Contact Norm Biron normbiron@msn.com
For Sale: Hartzell Constant Speed Propeller
HC-F2YR-1F/F7666A-2/SM4. Total time in service:
444.9 hrs.Total time since overhaul: 0.0 hrs.Prop. strike
reduced diameter to 72”Price negotiable,
Contact Norm Biron normbiron@msn.com
Hangar Space: Hangar space for rent at Aero
Country, for small plane such as RV6.
Call Klaus at 972-596-8445.
Grumman Goose

WANTED RV-7. Prefer a late model, IFR, IO360, CS
Prop, Glass Panel. I expect to pay over $140,000 for the
right aircraft.
David W. Jackson 214-244-4424.
FREE! FREE! FREE!
Several years ago I acquired a BD-5 project to build a wind
tee. Too many projects. Many parts have corrosion so not
airworthy. Free to good home. I will even deliver within
50 miles.
Mel 972-784-7544

For Sale: Highly modified Murphy Renegade Biplane.
Everything rigged and almost ready for cover. Includes
Jabiru 3300A (120 hp), and wood prop, 250 hrs, TTSN.
All modifications approved by designer. Needs
electrical, instruments, and covering. Quick-build kit
goes for $21,950 without engine. I have most
everything needed to finish except for instruments and
radio. Dual fuel tanks (14 gals total), Nav lights and
strobes, ELT, and much more.
Make Offer. Call me and let’s talk. Mel - 972-784-7544

For Sale: Midget Mustang Projects
Larry Birdwell ( ldbirdwell@sbcglobal.net )

Social media sites

For Sale: Varieze w/Cont O-200; 100 hours on overhaul.
1350 total time
$14.5k. Leon Rausch 214-349-6024

www.facebook.com/eaa168
www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to mstephan@shr.net. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from
nonmembers will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.

Web site Address: www.eaa168.org
Social media sites: www.facebook.com/eaa168

www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)

EAA CHAPTER 168 OFFICERS

President Michael Stephan president@eaa168.org
Vice President Jim Novak vicepresident@eaa168.org
Secretary Pete Miller
secretary@eaa168.org
Treasurer Sam Cooper
treasurer@eaa168.org
Board of Directors
Norm Biron
Jim Caniff
Greg Schroeder
Bruce Fuller
Brad Roberts
Chris Smith
Ann Asberry
Ben Wright
Mel Asberry
Michael Hoye
Mel Asberry
Michael Stephan

Flight Advisors
972-784-7544
214-354-3638
Technical Counselors
972-784-7544
214-232-2405

rvmel@icloud.com
sailntss@sbcglobal.net
rvmel@icloud.com
mstephan@shr.net

Michael Hoye
Greg Schroeder
Marvin Brott
Sam Cooper
Michael Stephan
Brad Roberts
Pete Miller
Jim Quinn
Norm Biron

214-354-3638

sailntss@sbcglobal.net
gwsosu@gmail.com
214-726-9117 pmbrott@sbcglobal.net
Membership Coordinator
treasurer@eaa168.org
Newsletter Editor
214-232-2405
mstephan@shr.net
Tool Custodian
214-546-0445
ber0101@swbell.net
Web site Editors
smilinpete@gmail.com
Young Eagles Coordinator
EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com
Eagles Coordinator
normbiron@msn.com

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format,
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.
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EAA CHAPTER 168
C/O SAM COOPER
5932 JANET CT
WESTLAKE TX 76262-9603

Greater Dallas, Texas, EAA Chapter 168 Membership Application and Renewal Form
Regular Membership
Student Membership
New
Renewal
Information Change
Regular Membership dues for EAA
Chapter 168 are $20/year. Student
membership is free. Make checks
payable to ‘EAA Chapter 168’.

* Required fields

Name * ________________________________________________
Copilot (spouse, friend, other) ________________________________
Address *_______________________________________________
______________________________________________________
City *________________________ State *______ Zip ________

Mail application to:
EAA Chapter 168
C/O Sam Cooper
5932 Janet Ct
Westlake TX 76262-9603

Phone Home _________________ Mobile __________________

National EAA offices:
Experimental Aircraft Association
EAA Aviation Center
3000 Poberezny Rd
Oshkosh WI 54902-8939
Website: www.eaa.org

Pilot/A&P Ratings _______________________________________

EAA Member Services:
Phone: 800-564-6322

Email address * __________________________________________
EAA Member # *___________________ Exp. Date ___________
(EAA Chapter 168 membership requires a current Experimental Aircraft Association
Regular, Family, Lifetime, or Student membership.)

I am interested in helping with:

Fly-Ins

☐ Programs

☐ Newsletter

☐ Young Eagles

☐ Officer

Plane, Projects (% complete) and Interests: ___________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

