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On June 14, N18MS took to the air for the 
first time with a first time test pilot.  Although 
I have over 800 hours in an RV-8, this RV-8 
was untested and I was the person to test it. 

The First flight was actually the second 
attempt.  The first attempt had a few avionics 
anomalies and I wasn’t comfortable trying to 
work around them while evaluating the 
aircraft’s flying characteristics.  So those 
issues were fixed and a few days later I made 
attempt number two.  Since the engine was 
new and had a tendency yo heat up quickly, I 
tweaked my check lists and run-up to 
minimize idle engine time. 
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From the President/Editor 
By Michael Stephan 

June has been an exciting month. 
We saw the return of the Chapter Picnic 

hosted by Mel and Ann Asberry at 
Shortstop in Farmersville.  Although the 
weather was warm, it was dry and not too 
bad to be picnicking in the hangars there. 

Other than the food and the friends, we 
had a few highlights fly in.  Mike 
Montefusco brought his Auto-Gyro and 
Glen Snyder flew his Cessna 140 “Hot 
Stuff” to the picnic. 

In June, we also saw the start of our third 
Ray Aviation Scholar as Connor Macy started his flight training 
at Rising Aviation High School.  Connor has been very active 
in our Chapter as a Student Member, so we are eager to hear 
from him how his flight training is progressing. 

My month was exciting as I passed a major hurdle in the 
RV-8 Fastback project N18MS with its first flight.  This is my 
second RV-8.  The first one flew in March of 2005 with Jeff 
Hansen as the test pilot.  However, I was the test pilot for 
N18MS, something I needed to learn.  In the process of 
preparing for all the possible things that could happen on an 
untested aircraft, the thought that this is a serious task that has 
hazards starts to dominate the psyche.  I started wondering if 
anything would go right.  It took a bit of time to work up the 
confidence to fly it.  But I did.  Everything went very well, 
which made that RV grin even wider. 

I haven’t done extensive testing and data collection, but this 
airplane feels very fast.  Breaking in the engine with high 
power, I saw numbers on the airspeed indicator that I  rarely 
saw on my first RV-8.  Stay tuned as testing continues. 

Unfortunately with the current price of gas, I picked a poor 
time to be in Phase I.  It would have been better to finish a few 
years ago.  

July will be exciting as well. 
Flight Testing continues for me and N18MS, and July is 

Airventure month. 
Airventure 2022 will begin on July 25th and although I think 

the price of gas will deter pilots from bringing their planes, 
there is always those show stoppers that make the show worth 
attending.   

This year that plane could be the much anticipated RV-15 
which has been announced to be in attendance this year.  I’m 
sure there will be a thick crowd around that one. 

Vans is also celebrating the 50th anniversary of its first 
appearance in Oshkosh.  Also celebrating 50 years is the Acro 
Sport, Vari Viggen, and KR-1. The Air Force is  celebrating 75 
years of its existence.  They will bring a number of aircraft to 
display. 

Looking forward to another year of excitement in Oshkosh. 

I return from Oshkosh the day before the newsletter gets 
published, so the August issue may be a day late.  Don’t 
be too disappointed.  The August meeting the following 
Tuesday will feature a recap of the event from Marvin, 
myself and the others who were there.  That is always a 
fun meeting. 

On a final note.  Last month, AVweb published an 
article by Paul Berge on the amazing aviation and 
publishing career of Ann Dearing Holtgren Pellegreno. 
Also in the picture is her husband Don Pellegreno, who 
was a good friend and long time Young Eagle Pilot for 
our Chapter. Below is a link to the article. A must read.

Builder Web Sites 
Aaron Garinger’s Sling TSi 
Greg Kochersperger’s RV-10  
Pete Miller’s RV-7 smilinpete.com/wp/ 
Jim Novak’s RV-8 www.mykitlog.com/izzybear 
Greg Schroeder’s Sportsman www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1

Connor Macy’s First Day of Flight Training

In The Presence Of Greatness With No Presence Of Mind
By Paul Berge

Don and Ann Pellegreno

https://eaabuilderslog.org/?blproject&proj=7YKj45e3J
https://eaabuilderslog.org/?s=Greg's_RV-10
http://smilinpete.com/wp/
http://www.mykitlog.com/izzybear
http://www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1
https://www.avweb.com/insider/in-the-presence-of-greatness-with-no-presence-of-mind/?
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July 5th Chapter Meeting 
The July Chapter meeting will be  

in person and ONLINE meeting via 
Zoom on Tues, July 5th at 7pm  

In person, we will meet in one of 
the classrooms at Rising Aviation 
High School at Addison Airport, 
which is at 15506 Wright Brothers 
Dr., Addison TX 75001. 

There will be a short organizational session at 7:00 PM. The 
program will begin at the conclusion of that business and 
finish by 9:00 p.m.  

July 11th Board Meeting 
The July BOD meeting will be an online meeting on 

Monday July 11th at 6 pm.  Any member is able to sit in on 
the board meeting.  If you wish to do that, email 
mstephan@shr.net and I will send you a ZOOM invite.  A 
summary of the minutes from the May BOD meeting 
recorded by Pete Miller are as follows:  

Meeting called to order by Michael Stephan at 18:04. 
Minutes from the previous meeting approved as emailed. 
Officers/Directors in Attendance: Officers/Directors in 
Attendance: Michael Stephan, Greg Schroeder, Sam Cooper, 
Pete Miller, Norm Biron, Ann Asberry, Jim Canniff, Bruce 
Fuller, Brad Roberts, and Jim Novak.  Also present: Mel 
Asberry. 

CHAPTER MEETINGS 
Meeting Dates: July 5, Aug 2, Sept 6, Oct 4, Nov 1, Dec 6. 

July 5: Craig Fowler: A-10 Pilot  
August 2: OSH Review  
September 6: Project Review 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 
 July 11, Aug 8, Sept 12, Oct 10, Nov 7, Dec 12 

TREASURER REPORT 
Sam discussed the Treasurer’s Report for May. There were 1 
new members and 8 renewals. We have 80 paid members, 
including 3 student memberships. 

YOUNG EAGLES / EAGLE FLIGHTS  

No YE to report. 
OLD BUSINESS 

• Ray Scholarship. Conor needed a signed parent waiver 
before starting his training. That has been submitted.  

• We are planning on meeting in the foyer of Rising Aviation 
instead of the classroom. 

• Mel and Ann will host the Chapter picnic on June 18. 
Members are asked to bring a side or dessert. Volunteers 
will go Friday and prepare the site.  

NEW BUSINESS 

• Christmas Party. Jim suggests making a reservation at 
Outback ASAP. There was discussion about whether to 
have the party somewhere else. Ann suggested Spring 
Creek BBQ since they all have a large room in the back. 

The meeting was adjourned at 18:50.

rvmel@icloud.com

FLYING EVENTS!  - AIRVENTURE 

www.risingaviation.com 

Our Speaker this month is Craig Fowler and he will present his 
tales of his time in the A-10. 

Craig is a local pilot and retired Delta Pilot.  He is also 
currently building an RV-14.   

With over 18,000 hrs of flight time Craig has a long and 
interesting flying career which he will share with us in person. 
You can see Craig’s Bio on page 5. 

July 25 - July 31

http://www.risingaviation.com
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
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Newsletter Archives Online 
www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/

Satisfied with the run-up, I rolled to hold short line and called 
the tower.  I had previously phoned them to inform them that 
this was a first flight and that I was planning on staying above 
the airport for safety.  When cleared for take-off, I moved out to 
the runway, lined up and added power.  The plane tracked 
straight and with a hefty headwind was off the ground very 
quickly.  I climbed quickly to get to a safe altitude, and turned 
into a traffic pattern above the GPM airspace and below the 
nearby Class B.  I flew a number of orbits there while 
monitoring engine temps and pressures.  Everything was in the 
green and looking good, so to add a bit more time to the engine 
break-in, I ventured down to Midway Airport for more orbits  
with much more room under the Class B airspace. 

I made my first approach to landing and was a bit high and 
fast, so I went around for a better approach.  The second try was 
much better and with the hyper focus on the first landing, I 
eased it onto the main gear and it smoothly rolled straight down 
the centerline. The tail came down and I applied some brakes 
and came to a complete stop.  I paused and bowed my head to 
give thanks for a safe return and an aircraft that tracks straight.  
Raised the flaps, pushed in the power and was back in the air 
headed for Grand Prairie.  After the quick return to GPM, I 
made the second landing in a brisk headwind. 

Taxied back to the hangar, shut it down and climbed out with a 
sheet full of notes. 

Issues?  A few.  It had a bit of a heavy left wing and a need to 
hold the right rudder in a small amount.  The radios need some 
tweaking on the squelch and sidetone settings.  I could not hear 
the GP Tower when near the Cedar Hill towers. 

Looking back at my first attempt as a test pilot was a success.  
Everything went well and I returned with all the parts attached.  
There is still quite a bit of testing to do, and I look forward to 
working through it. 

At this moment, N18MS has four flights and 4 hours of test 
time. 

I am using the EAA Flight test manual and the FAA Flight 
Test Advisory as guidelines for the Phase 1 test period.  So far 
things are going well.  Stay Tuned.  

ICTORY 
AVIATION SUPPLIES

4858 Lockheed Lane 
Denton, Texas 76207 

Kevin 480 748 8981 
Mariah 682 320 5643

VictoryAviationSupplies@gmail.com

VictoryAviationSupplies.com 

N18MS Instrument Panel view

N18MS heading out for the First Flight

Thumbs Up after a successful First Flight.

http://VictoryAviationSupplies.com
http://www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/
mailto:VictoryAviationSupplies@gmail.com
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July’s Meeting Presentation: 
A-10 Adventures with Craig Fowler 
By Craig Fowler 

I am a retired USAF A-10 Pilot and retired Delta Pilot with over 
18,000total  flying hours, including about 2500 A-10 hours. I am an 
A-10 combat veteran with 6 single seat ocean crossings under my belt.  I 
estimate I have shot between 80,000 and 100,000 30mm rounds,   as 
fired thousands of 2.75 inch rockets, dropped thousands of freefall 
bombs as well as other types of ordnance. My A-10 journey included 
qualifying as an A-10 Instructor Pilot, Evaluator Pilot, Maintenance 
Check Pilot, Search and Rescue Pilot, Forward Air Control Pilot and 
Night Vision Goggle qualified.  Over the years, I have many gunnery 
competition wins as well as being selected as the USAF Tactical Air 
Command Instructor Pilot of the Year in 1989. 
My presentation will be on flying the A-10 Warthog aircraft. 
Other aircraft in my catalog of experience include the T-34, T-37, A-37, 
T-38, AT-38, T-41 and OV-10, Cessna 150, 152, 172, the Boeing 727, 
-737, -747, -757, the  DC-9 models -10, -30, -40, -50 and the MD-88, 
and MD-90.  
My resume shows I am lacking in General Aviation experience which I 
am filling by building a Van's RV-14A project.

Craig Fowler
18000+ Hrs Total Time

•  USAF A-10 Fighter Pilot 
• 2,500 hours A-10  

• Combat Experience,  

• IP, SEFE, NVG, SAR, FAC  

• 6 Ocean crossings  

• Longest leg 9.5 hours  

• T-34, T-37, A-37, T-38, AT-38, T-41, 
OV-10 

• Retired Delta Pilot 
• 30 Years 

• 18,000+ hrs, 1,000+ hrs Turbojet 
Flight Engineer 

• B-727, B-737, B-747, B-757 

• DC-9-10,-30,-40,-50 

• MD-88, MD-90 

• Fun Flying
• T-34, C-150, C-152, C-172 

• Building a RV-14A
• B-737 Sim Instructor 

• Flying CAF T-34

Craig Fowler and the A-10

Craig Fowler and the A-10
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Chapter Picnic Returns 
By Michael Stephan 

On June 18th, the EAA Chapter picnic returned to 
Shortstop Airfield after several years on Covid Hiatus.  The 
weather was a bit warmer than usual, but a slight breeze, 
clear skies and a cooler full of refreshing water made the 
day  comfortable. 

We had nice crowd of chapter members and their 
families.  The food, as usual was delicious.  The dishes  
and deserts were a great addition to the hotdogs and sodas.  
My favorite feature of the picnic is the conversations with 
members and their families.  We talk airplane building, 

airplane flying, tell a few jokes and in general enjoy each 
others company. 

The best part of having a picnic at Shortstop is the fact that it 
includes a runway in the yard, and we had a few take 
advantage of that. 

Mike Montefusco flew his gyrocopter project in.  I think that 
is a first for our annual picnic.  Mike was great showing his 
gyro to the interested crowd.  We also got a treat watching it 
depart the picnic. 

Glen Snyder was the second to land on the short asphalt 
runway in Farmersville.   His Cessna 140 taxied over for its 
spot in the grass near the hangars.  With the heat of the day, 
high density altitude was an issue to be dealt with for the small 
Cessna, but everything went well. 

Not all the airplanes in attendance were airworthy.  Mel 
showed us his Zenith project  that is gettin very far along.  The 

fuselage with its modified turtle-deck looks great.  He also has 
the engine on the mount and the UL Power engine looks nice. 

We thanks the Asberrys for the hospitality in clearing out the 
hangars and hosting the Chapter Picnic.  I also thank those 
who contributed the delicious side dishes and deserts that we 
all shared in.  

In all, it was a great day.  Looking forward to next year, 
maybe I will fly-in? 

Lunch and Fellowship in the Shortstop Hangars 

Mike Montefusco showing his Gyrocopter

Glen Snyder taxies his Vintage Cessna 140 to the grass

Mel and his Zenith CH650 project
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News from Smiley Creek Part 2 
By Michael Stephan 

Last month we were introduced to Smiley 
Creek Airport in Idaho being kept this 
summer by Bruce and Mary Ann Fuller.  This 
month they get a special visitor.  On his 
summer Idaho mountain flying adventures, 
Don Christiansen dropped in for a visit in his 
yellow and blue Rans S-21.  In the pictures 
you can see the fun all three are having in 
Idaho.  I love how blue the skies are there. 

Here is the second Smiley Creek report 
from Bruce and Mary Ann. 

“Dr. Don here this week!  So enjoyed his 
visit. Another biggy this week was our pump 
for watering runway/campground was 
back !  We’re so thankful. It’s so arid here 
water just evaporates in 2 hours or less! 

Successful Glasair Sportsman last weekend 
brought pilots from many parts plus—
campers from Canada, South Carolina too. 
Great people that we enjoyed and kept us 
busy too. Lotsa pilot talk/stories. Relaxing 
and great weather! 

We’re enjoying exploring, some fishing 
and always the view.  Missed attending the 
picnic and know y’all had a really good time 
with Mel and Ann hosting. Thought of you.  

More from Smiley Creek next month.” 

Patrick Arnzen

4700 Airport Parkway ⭐ Addison Texas 75001 ⭐ 972.735.9099
patrick@thrustflight.com

www.thrustflight.com
Flight Academy - Aerial Skyline Tours - Aircraft Rental - Parts and Maintenance

The Sawtooth Mountains from the view of Don’s S-21

Don, Bruce and Mary Ann enjoying a little Smiley Creek Lunch.

Don and Mary Ann at Smiley Creek

Don and Bruce at Smiley Creek

mailto:patrick@thrustflight.com
http://www.thrustflight.com
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Project Updates 
By Michael Stephan 

This month’s’ project update takes to one that has not been 
updated in a while, Paul Asselta’s RV-12.  Paul was in Vans Kit 
Queue for quite a while until last spring he recieved his wing 
and fuselage kits.  Since then he has completed the Wings  and 
Flaperons after 2 moths of work.  

For the last three weeks he has been working on the Fuselage.  
Since the tail kit included the tail portion of the fuselage, the 
fuselage kit includes the assembly from the firewall to the back 

of the baggage area.  When assembled the two halves get 
mated to form the complete fuselage. 

Paul has also recently received the interior kit the RV-12. 
The Avionics have been ordered from Stein Air and Paul is 

expecting them to arrive in about 2 -3 months. 
The RV-12 is a kit known for its ability to be completed 

quickly and despite the delay in the kit deliveries, Paul is 
doing well assembling the RV.

Paul’s RV-12 Wings and Flaperons

RV-12 Landing Light

The beginnings of the RV-12 Fuselage Assembly

The Interior Kit for Paul’s RV-12 

Type to enter text
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Social media sites 

www.facebook.com/eaa168 

 www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)

Upcoming Events 
By Michael Stephan 

Below are a few events for the month. 

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to mstephan@shr.net. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from 
nonmembers will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, 
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience 
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to 
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this 
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.

Web site Address:   www.eaa168.org 
Social media sites: www.facebook.com/eaa168  www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)

For Sale: Varieze w/Cont O-200; 100 hours on overhaul.  
1350 total time 
$14.5k.  Leon Rausch 214-349-6024

For Sale: Midget Mustang Projects 
 Larry Birdwell ( ldbirdwell@sbcglobal.net )

For Sale:  Highly modified Murphy Renegade Biplane. 
Everything rigged and almost ready for cover.  Includes 
Jabiru 3300A (120 hp), and wood prop, 250 hrs, TTSN.   
All modifications approved by designer.  Needs 
electrical, instruments, and covering.  Quick-build kit 
goes for $21,950 without engine.  I have most 
everything needed to finish except for instruments and 
radio.  Dual fuel tanks (14 gals total), Nav lights and 
strobes, ELT, and much more. 
Make Offer. Call me and let’s talk. Mel  - 972-784-7544  

EAA CHAPTER 168 OFFICERS 
President Michael Stephan   president@eaa168.org  
Vice President Greg Schroeder vicepresident@eaa168.org 
Secretary Pete Miller   secretary@eaa168.org  
Treasurer Sam Cooper   treasurer@eaa168.org  

Board of Directors 

Flight Advisors 
Mel Asberry  972-784-7544 rvmel@icloud.com  
Michael Hoye  214-354-3638 sailntss@sbcglobal.net 

Technical Counselors 
Mel Asberry  972-784-7544 rvmel@icloud.com 
Michael Stephan 214-232-2405 mstephan@shr.net 

Michael Hoye 214-354-3638 sailntss@sbcglobal.net 
Greg Schroeder    gwsosu@gmail.com 
Marvin Brott 214-726-9117     pmbrott@sbcglobal.net  

Membership Coordinator 
Sam Cooper  treasurer@eaa168.org 

Newsletter Editor 
Michael Stephan  214-232-2405 mstephan@shr.net 

Tool Custodian 
Brad Roberts 214-546-0445 ber0101@swbell.net 

Web site Editors 
Pete Miller   smilinpete@gmail.com 

Young Eagles Coordinator 
Jim Quinn  EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com  

Eagles Coordinator 
Norm Biron   normbiron@msn.com 

Norm Biron 
Bruce Fuller  
Ann Asberry 

Jim Caniff 
Brad Roberts 
Joe Migis 

Chris Smith 
Jim Novak

For Sale: UMA hall effect tach sensor -This is a sensor 
that screws into the vent plug of slick magneto for tach 
signal to EFIS. I installed it and went to a PMag. $123 
bucks in Aircraft Spruce.  First 60 bucks gets it. 

Greg Schroeder: gwsosu@gmail.com

For Sale: Stratux ADS-B Dual Band Receiver. Amazon 
sells the Stratux for $389. You can have this one that is 
barely used for $275 
Mark Merrell - 817-718-5570

Saturday, July 2nd - Saturday Coffee/Donuts/
Chapter Meeting, McKinney (TKI) 

Every first Saturday of every month, we 
get together for our monthly Chapter 
meeting at the airport, for some great 
fellowship and fun. We have Free coffee 
and donuts for everyone at Hangar 2528 in 
the McKinney Hangar Owners Association. area at the 
McKinney National Airport (KTKI) in McKinney, TX. 9 
AM - Noon. You don't have to be a pilot or a member to 
attend. Bring the family! See you there!
SATURDAY, JULY 9, Airplanes and Coffee - 
Paris, Texas (KPRX) 

8:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
We're looking forward to 
seeing everyone at Cox 
Field in Paris! As usual, 
we'll have Donuts & Coffee.  
More information at the 
facebook link below. 
www.facebook.com/groups/218676792817854/ 

mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:gwsosu@gmail.com
http://www.eaa168.org
http://www.facebook.com/eaa168
http://www.twitter.com/eaa168
https://www.amazon.com/Stratux-Receiver-Aviation-Weather-Traffic/dp/B071HMQY19?ref_=ast_sto_dp&th=1
mailto:For%20Sale:%20Stratux%20ADS-B%20Dual%20Band%20Receiver.%20Amazon%20sells%20the%20Stratux%20for%20$389.%20You%20can%20have%20this%20one%20that%20is%20barely%20used%20for%20$275%20Mark%20Merrell%20-%20817-718-5570%20mark.merrell@ymail.com
mailto:ldbirdwell@sbcglobal.net
http://www.facebook.com/eaa168
http://www.twitter.com/eaa168
https://www.facebook.com/groups/218676792817854/
mailto:president@eaa168.org
mailto:vicepresident@eaa168.org
mailto:secretary@eaa168.org
mailto:treasurer@eaa168.org
mailto:rvmel@icloud.com
mailto:sailntss@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rvmel@icloud.com
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:sailntss@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gwsosu@gmail.com
mailto:pmbrott@sbcglobal.net
mailto:treasurer@eaa168.org
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:ber0101@swbell.net
mailto:smilinpete@gmail.com
mailto:EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com
mailto:normbiron@msn.com
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Greater Dallas, Texas, EAA Chapter 168 Membership Application and Renewal Form 
 Regular Membership ܆
 Student Membership ܆
 Renewal ܆             New ܆
 Information Change ܆

Regular Membership dues for EAA 
Chapter 168 are $20/year. Student 
membership is free. Make checks 
payable to ‘EAA Chapter 168’. 

Mail application to: 
EAA Chapter 168 
C/O Sam Cooper 
5932 Janet Ct 
Westlake  TX  76262-9603 

National EAA offices: 
Experimental Aircraft Association 
EAA Aviation Center 
3000 Poberezny Rd 
Oshkosh  WI  54902-8939 
Website: www.eaa.org 

EAA Member Services: 
Phone: 800-564-6322 

  * Required fields 
Name * ________________________________________________  

Copilot (spouse, friend, other)   ________________________________  

Address *_______________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________  

City *________________________  State *______  Zip   ________  

Phone Home  _________________  Mobile   __________________  

Email address * __________________________________________  

EAA Member # *___________________  Exp. Date   ___________  
(EAA Chapter 168 membership requires a current Experimental Aircraft Association 
Regular, Family, Lifetime, or Student membership.) 

Pilot/A&P Ratings  _______________________________________  
I am interested in helping with: 
 Fly-Ins    ☐ Programs    ☐ Newsletter    ☐ Young Eagles    ☐ Officer ܆
Plane, Projects (% complete) and Interests:   ___________________  
   ______________________________________________________  
   ______________________________________________________  
   ______________________________________________________  

 


