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On the opening day of Airventure 2022, we 
learned that Tom Poberezny, longtime leader of 
EAA, passed away after a brief illness. 

As leader of the EAA from 1989 to his retirement 
in 2011, Tom grew the organization that his father 
started to the Worldwide prominence that it is 
today. 

In 1972 Tom was on the U.S. National Aerobatic 
Team that won the World Championships that year.  
He won the U.S. National Unlimited Aerobatic 
Championship the next year.  For 25 years, he was 
one of the three members of the legendary Eagles 
Aerobatic team with  Charlie Hillard, Gene Soucy. 
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From the President/Editor 
By Michael Stephan 

Well another AirVenture is in the books.  Well not really.  As I 
write this there is still a few days left.  One of those years 
where the show and the meeting are in close proximity. 

As the convention started we learned that Tom Poberezny 
passed away on the first day of the show.  Although it put a 
somber tone on the week, remembering all the growth that 
EAA experienced under Tom’s leadership made me appreciate 
AirVenture even more. 

Also, it was a difficult year for the group that attends every 
year, as Marvin, Ken and myself were not able to make it this 
year as a last minute (literally and hour before) our flight to 
Wisconsin was cancelled.  Scrambling to find another path the 
day before the show started, we discovered that there were no 
alternative flights that could get us there in time and a two day 
drive would put us there well after the show started.  So, we 
accepted our fate and spent the week recovering our losses. 

Fortunately, EAA does an exceptional job of presenting the 
Convention Online.  There is more media that you can absorb 
in 10 browser windows.  Combine that with all the independent 
content creators, and you have a full week absorbing all that is 
happening in Oshkosh.  I spent several hours watching the 
Arrivals on the ADS-b tracker while listening to Live ATC and 
watching the live Green Dot Cam.  The only missing was the 
smell of airplanes taxiing by. 

So many stories, I can’t tell them all in the limited space of 
the newsletter.   I am planning on putting more content on our 
Chapter’s website eaa168.org.  So check there for more OSH 
stories.  There is plenty of online content out there go check it 
out.  Start with EAA website and check out the Airventure 
Today Magazines. 

Kitplanes also has great coverage of the event. 
Although it was disappointing not being there.  I did enjoy 

watching from afar.  It did break a few consecutive attendance 
streaks.  Marvin is still shaking his head. 

But, there is the rest of the summer to look forward to and fall 
flying is just around the corner.  I have 12 hours completed on 
my fastback testing program, and that will accelerate as the 
temperature drops allowing more than just early morning 
flights.  It would be nice if the fuel price dropped as well, but 
I’m not holding up progress (or my breath) for that one.   

Builder Web Sites 
Aaron Garinger’s Sling TSi 
Greg Kochersperger’s RV-10  
Pete Miller’s RV-7 smilinpete.com/wp/ 
Jim Novak’s RV-8 www.mykitlog.com/izzybear 
Greg Schroeder’s Sportsman www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1

It has been over a decade since we published a picture 
of former member Darrell Watson in the newsltter.  I saw 
this picture posted on the Vans Airforce website.  Darrell 
is presenting an Airworthiness Certificate to an RV-8 
builder.   

It didn’t take long for Darrell to put his DAR credentials 
to work. 

Membership Update for August 
By Sam Cooper 

We had three new members join the Chapter during 
July. Craig Fowler presented our very informative July 
program on the A-10 and is near the midpoint on a Van’s 
Aircraft RV-14A project. Christopher Jolly is a 500 hour 
CFI and Commercial multi-engine instrument pilot 
working towards the 1500 hours milestone. J Royal has a 
Van’s Aircraft RV-9 project with a nearly completed 
empennage and the wings and fuselage kits on the way. 
Welcome aboard Craig, Christopher and J. Let us know 
how we can help you on your sport aviation adventures.

ICTORY 
AVIATION SUPPLIES

4858 Lockheed Lane 
Denton, Texas 76207 

Kevin 480 748 8981 
Mariah 682 320 5643

VictoryAviationSupplies@gmail.com

VictoryAviationSupplies.com 

http://VictoryAviationSupplies.com
http://eaa168.org
https://www.eaa.org/airventure/eaa-airventure-news-and-multimedia
http://www.kitplanes.com
https://eaabuilderslog.org/?blproject&proj=7YKj45e3J
https://eaabuilderslog.org/?s=Greg's_RV-10
http://smilinpete.com/wp/
http://www.mykitlog.com/izzybear
http://www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1
mailto:VictoryAviationSupplies@gmail.com
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August 2nd Chapter 
Meeting 

The July Chapter meeting will be  
in person and ONLINE meeting via 
Zoom on Tues, August 2nd at 7pm  

This will be a hybrid meeting, 
where we meet in person as well as 
broadcast it out on ZOOM.  

In person, we will meet in one of 
the classrooms at Rising Aviation 
High School at Addison Airport, 
which is at 15506 Wright Brothers 
Dr., Addison TX 75001. 

There will be a short organizational 
session at 7:00 PM. The program will 
begin at the conclusion of that 
business and finish by 9:00 p.m.  

Meeting ID: 834 1495 0715

Passcode: 323048
When you join the meeting via ZOOM be sure to mute your 

microphone.  If you also want to hide your video and just 
watch, that will be OK as well. 

August 8th Board Meeting 
The August BOD meeting will be an online meeting on 

Monday August 8th at 6 pm.  Any member is able to sit in on 
the board meeting.  If you wish to do that, email 
mstephan@shr.net and I will send you a ZOOM invite.  A 
summary of the minutes from the July BOD meeting 
recorded by Pete Miller are as follows:  

Meeting called to order by Michael Stephan at 18:04. 
Minutes from the previous meeting approved as emailed. 
Officers/Directors in Attendance: Officers/Directors in 
Attendance: Michael Stephan, Greg Schroeder, Sam Cooper, 
Pete Miller, Norm Biron, Ann Asberry, Jim Canniff, Brad 
Roberts, Joe Migis and Jim Novak.  Also present: Mel 
Asberry. 

CHAPTER MEETINGS 
Meeting Dates: Aug 2, Sept 6, Oct 4, Nov 1, Dec 6. 

August 2: OSH Review  
September 6: Project Review 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 
 Aug 8, Sept 12, Oct 10, Nov 7, Dec 12 

TREASURER REPORT 
Sam discussed the Treasurer’s Report for June. There were 6 
renewals. We have 81 paid members, including 3 student 
memberships.  

YOUNG EAGLES / EAGLE FLIGHTS  

No YE to report. 
OLD BUSINESS 

• Ray Scholarship. Conor has started training out of Rising 
Aviation High School at Addison. He has 6.1 hours and 
currently has the airplane at his disposal.  

• Discussed the meeting space at Rising Aviation. Discussed 
the acoustics and chairs. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

• Christmas Party. Jim visited Spring Creek BBQ in 
Richardson. They can’t guarantee exclusive use of the back 
room unless we can confirm 60 people. The party there 
would be less formal; everyone would have to go through 
the line. 

• The cost of First Flight plaques has gone from $61 to $85. 
The board decided that the plaques were to important and 
would continue to bear that cost. 

• The board discussed providing some form of streaming 
access to every meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 19:07.

rvmel@icloud.com

FLYING EVENTS! 
Saturday, August 6th - Saturday Coffee/Donuts/
Chapter Meeting, McKinney (TKI) 
9 AM - Noon 

www.risingaviation.com 

This month’s presentation will be our traditional AirVenture/
Oshkosh Discussion. 

This year will be a little different, since Marvin, Ken and 
Myself had our trip cancelled by American Airlines.  But I did 
follow online, and we also had many members who attended.  
So, we will have a hybrid of the things I found online with the 
reports of those who were there. 

This is our most popular meeting of the year.  We will discuss 
what was new. I’m sure we will have some RV-15 talk.  What 
was interesting to see as well as what life was like spending the 
week camping on the field. 

It is always entertaining and we hope to see you in Addison at 
Rising Aviation High School.  

http://www.risingaviation.com
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
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Newsletter Archives Online 
www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/

Tom’s talent wasn’t only in the cockpit.  As EAA leader for 22 
years we saw the growth of Airventure to be the biggest airshow.  
Where Paul was focused more on the aircraft building aspect of the 
annual convention, Tom focused on the flying.  The combination 
of the two created the aviation spectacle of today.   

Airventure is not just an airshow, but an international celebration 
of aviation enthusiasts.  The number of  pilots who fly their aircraft 
incredible distances from around the world increases every year.  
The size and scope fo the greatest aviation show brings the crowds 
back every year. 

But EAA is more that just a yearly airshow. 
During his leadership at EAA, Tom pushed for the construction 

of the EAA Headquarters and Museum, which is one of the finest 
aviation museums in the country, and this year the a Youth 
Education Center that was added opened to the public.  

Tom also created the Young Eagles program with the goal of 
flying 1 million kids in ten years.  Not only did the program 
surpass that goal, but continues to inspire the next generation of 
pilots today having flown nearly 2.3 million young eagles. 

Our condolences and prayers go to Tom’s wife, Sharon, and his 
daughter, Lesley, and the rest of the Poberezny family. 

Eagle Aerobatic Team: Poberezny, Hilliard and Soucy

Paul and Tom Poberezny

Reporters on the Field 
By Michael Stephan 

Every year we have many member that fly their 
aircraft to Oshkosh to experience first hand, the greatest 
aviation convention that is AirVenture.   

Jay Pratt flew his new RV-8.  Joe Migis flew his 
RV-14 in.  Pete Miller caught a ride in a Bonanza and 
camped in the Vintage area. Other members I know to 
be there were Norm Biron, Coner Macy, Jim Novak, 
David Jackson, AD Donald and Greg Kochersperger.  
At the meeting we can get their thoughts on the show.   

Jay Pratt’s RV-8 in Homebuilt Camping 

Joe Migis in the RV Showplane area

Camp Pete Miller in the Vintage Area

http://www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/
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Since I was unable to make this year’s show, We were fortunate 
to have several member reporters on the field.  I watched from afar, 
which was almost like being there. There was buzz and ink spilled 
(or digital characters in this case) on two airplanes that showed up; 
both high wings.  

RV-15 

 The biggest was the arrival of Vans Aircraft latest design.  Under 
wraps for several years the first high wing Vans design, the RV-15 
prototype, took center stage in the Vans booth.   

The Vans team were so tight lipped about the design, no one 
outside the build room new the details of the RV-15, until a few 
weeks before the unveiling when a stray phone snap a picture of an 
unknown plane flying in the area. 

But that didn’t quench the fire of curious pilots.  The plane was 
swamped the minute the prop stopped, and that crowd continued 
through the week.  Since the RV-15 is still in engineering test 
mode, there is still changes that will be made before a final product 
is ready for sale, which Vans hopes to be Airventure 2023.  At a 
forum presentation, many questions were answered by the design 
team about the general concepts that the plane will feature. 

The landing gear employs and internal lateral shock system to 
take the brunt of those off field landings, also reducing the drag of 
an external shock system.  The aircraft is powered by IO-390 with 
much of the firewall forward coming from the RV-14.  The 
fuselage will be fastened with blind rivets to facilitate shorter build 
times and make assembly easier.  The design team showed that the 
strength of the blind “soft rivets” compared favorably to the 
traditional solid aluminum rivets.  Since this airframe is just an 
engineering test article,  team would not be pinned down on speed 
performance numbers, they did state that the goals are on target. 

The most in depth report on the RV-15 can be found on Kitplanes 
in an article written by Paul Dye titled “RV on Top”. 

Airventure 2022 
By Michael Stephan

https://www.kitplanes.com/vans-rv-15-on-top/
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Sling High Wing 
At last year’s show, Sling introduced a new high wing 

design.  This year they brought three planes.  All made the 
long trip from Johannesburg, South Africa to Oshkosh via  
the island of Barbados, Nassau in the Bahamas, then on to 
Wisconsin.  67.5 flying hours with about 150 gallons of 
fuel in multiple tanks installed for the trip, and burned 
anywhere from 7.5 to 9.3 gallons per hour cruising at 145 
knots TAS.  The 141-hp, turbocharged, fuel-injected Rotax 
915 iS powers the high wing Sling. 

The story of the trip is incredible as is the performance 
and sleek looks of the Sling High Wing.

Advanced Flight Systems New EFIS 

New in the Dynon booth was a new EFIS from AFS.  Rob 
Hickman introduced the upgrade to the AFS 5500 with the 
new AFS 6600 which boasts a new processor and upgraded 
brighter screen.  Like previous AFS products it integrates with 
Dynon modules and is also compatible with earlier AFS 
models. 

One Week Wonder 

This year the “One Week Wonder” build was a Waiex from 
Sonex Aircraft.  It is located in the EAA Four Corners area on 
the main thoroughfare.  Pete Miller spent a few volunteering 
hours there helping and mentoring others who wanted to learn 
more about aircraft assembly. 

Patrick Arnzen

4700 Airport Parkway ⭐ Addison Texas 75001 ⭐ 972.735.9099
patrick@thrustflight.com

www.thrustflight.com
Flight Academy - Aerial Skyline Tours - Aircraft Rental - Parts and Maintenance

Sling High Wing

AFS 6600

Jack Pelton spotted in the One Week Wonder Booth

mailto:patrick@thrustflight.com
http://www.thrustflight.com
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The Airshow 

The airshow this year was as spectacular as it always is.  
One of the noted participants was the Grumman Cats.  Those 
included the Twin engine Tiger Cat, the Bear Cat, The Wild 
Cat and the Hell Cat. 

Of course it is not AirVenture without the P-51s in the show. 

That is a small thumbnail sketch of this years show.  There is 
many more stories there and EAA does a fantastic job of 
recording them and posting them online.  I recommend in 
your spare time to visit the Airventure site and peruse the 
media files there. Tons of pictures and video.  

AVENTURE 2022 ONLINE MEDIA 

It is fun to drop by the One Week Wonder tent every day 
during the show to watch as the pile of parts quickly 
become an airplane by the end of the week.  On Sunday we 
will know how it flies. 

Vans 50th Anniversary 

In 1972, Dick VanGrunsven brought to Oshkosh the RV-3.  
Fifty years later there are 11,115 completed RV kits. 

On Monday at the Theater in the Woods, Paul Dye hosted 
a panel that discussed the history and the current operations 
at Vans Aircraft.  To begin the presentation Dick 
VanGrunsven showed pictures of his start in aviation as well 
as the early days designing and building the first RV,  the 
RV-3, on the family farm in Oregon.  He then talked about 
the move from the small manufacturing sheds to the larger 
facilities that they use today.  It is an impressive story and 
when that Theater in the Woods video is available, I 
recommend watching it. 

The Scale Wings P-51  

A new aircraft that was first seen at Sun-N-Fun this year 
made an appearance in Oshkosh and flew in the airshow. It 
was the SW-51 Mustang from Scale Wings.  Although it 
looks like an aluminum riveted aircraft, it is actually a 
carbon fiber composite.  The molds used duplicate the 
texture of a riveted airplane.  It is powered by the Rotax 
915iS Turbo engine and a four bladed prop.  On the high 
speed pass it was very convincing. 

Volunteers working at finishing the Waiex in One Week

Van’s 50th Anniversary panel at the Theater in the Woods

The Grumman Cats in Flight

The Ultra Realistic  SW-51 Mustang from Scale Wings

P-51s ready for Airshow Duty

https://www.eaa.org/airventure/eaa-airventure-news-and-multimedia
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A Swarm of Airplanes 
By Klaus Truemper 

As we approach Weatherford, OK, our first refueling 
stop on the way to the Rocky Mountains and Grand Teton 
National Park in Wyoming, the Garmin Pilot displays an 
astonishing situation. 

The blue-green numbers and arrow heads look like a 
swarm of bees converging onto the airport. Yet the 
display rule for these symbols says that each of them is 
an airplane. How is this possible?

Three hours earlier, we had taken off in the dark from 
Aero Country airport in Texas, the home for our Zenith 
601 HDS, N314LB.  

The leg to Weatherford is purposely short, to be 
followed by a longer leg to Goodland, KS. We plan to 
reach Goodland shortly after noon and stop for the day. 

You may wonder, why stop so early and not go on? The 
reason: In the summer, significant turbulence always 
starts in the mountains shortly after noon. 

It isn't fun to fly in the turbulent air, and can even be 
dangerous.
The Mysterious Swarm

We wonder: How can these possibly be airplanes, so 
tightly packed together? 

We have never seen anything like this. Maybe the 
McAlester Flight Service, which covers that part of 
Oklahoma, can illuminate what’s happening.

We call the flight service. The briefer says there are no 
NOTAMS (Notices to Airmen) for the airport and that he 
isn’t aware of any special events. We know this about the 
NOTAMS since we checked them before departure and 
rechecked them a moment ago with the Garmin Pilot.

Hence no clarification, but also no cautionary message 
that we should stay away.

While we are in the traffic pattern of the airport, the FBO tells 
us on the UNICOM frequency that upon landing we should taxi 
to the south parking area.

Looking down at the airport on the downwind leg, we can see 
why: The north parking area is packed with small planes.

Maybe a training program of the Air Force?
We dutifully taxi to the south parking area.
Getting out of the plane, we are struck by impressive static 

displays. The photo captures our slowpoke of a plane together 
with a speed monster. 

We refuel, then walk up north to see what the planes are.
They are 14 Piper airplanes of the Spartan College of 

Aeronautics and Technology, located in Tulsa, OK. 

Going inside the FBO building, we talk with one of the 
students. It’s a training flight. What we saw on the Garmin Pilot 
was the tightly scheduled landing sequence of these planes.

The FBO tells us that another plane wanted to take off, but 
couldn’t for ten minutes as the Pipers, one after another, marched 
downwind, base, and final to land.

In case you are concerned about the future of general aviation: 
This story shows that there's no need to worry.

A puzzling display of airport traffic

Piper airplanes of Spartan College

Slowpoke N314LB vs. speed demon
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Social media sites 

www.facebook.com/eaa168 

 www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to mstephan@shr.net. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from 
nonmembers will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, 
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience 
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to 
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this 
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.

Web site Address:   www.eaa168.org 
Social media sites: www.facebook.com/eaa168  www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)

For Sale: Varieze w/Cont O-200; 100 hours on overhaul.  
1350 total time 
$14.5k.  Leon Rausch 214-349-6024

For Sale: Midget Mustang Projects 
 Larry Birdwell ( ldbirdwell@sbcglobal.net )

For Sale:  Highly modified Murphy Renegade Biplane. 
Everything rigged and almost ready for cover.  Includes 
Jabiru 3300A (120 hp), and wood prop, 250 hrs, TTSN.   
All modifications approved by designer.  Needs 
electrical, instruments, and covering.  Quick-build kit 
goes for $21,950 without engine.  I have most 
everything needed to finish except for instruments and 
radio.  Dual fuel tanks (14 gals total), Nav lights and 
strobes, ELT, and much more. 
Make Offer. Call me and let’s talk. Mel  - 972-784-7544  

EAA CHAPTER 168 OFFICERS 
President Michael Stephan   president@eaa168.org  
Vice President Greg Schroeder vicepresident@eaa168.org 
Secretary Pete Miller   secretary@eaa168.org  
Treasurer Sam Cooper   treasurer@eaa168.org  

Board of Directors 

Flight Advisors 
Mel Asberry  972-784-7544 rvmel@icloud.com  
Michael Hoye  214-354-3638 sailntss@sbcglobal.net 

Technical Counselors 
Mel Asberry  972-784-7544 rvmel@icloud.com 
Michael Stephan 214-232-2405 mstephan@shr.net 

Michael Hoye 214-354-3638 sailntss@sbcglobal.net 
Greg Schroeder    gwsosu@gmail.com 
Marvin Brott 214-726-9117     pmbrott@sbcglobal.net  

Membership Coordinator 
Sam Cooper  treasurer@eaa168.org 

Newsletter Editor 
Michael Stephan  214-232-2405 mstephan@shr.net 

Tool Custodian 
Brad Roberts 214-546-0445 ber0101@swbell.net 

Web site Editors 
Pete Miller   smilinpete@gmail.com 

Young Eagles Coordinator 
Jim Quinn  EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com  

Eagles Coordinator 
Norm Biron   normbiron@msn.com 

Norm Biron 
Bruce Fuller  
Ann Asberry 

Jim Caniff 
Brad Roberts 
Joe Migis 

Chris Smith 
Jim Novak

For Sale: UMA hall effect tach sensor -This is a sensor 
that screws into the vent plug of slick magneto for tach 
signal to EFIS. I installed it and went to a PMag. $123 
bucks in Aircraft Spruce.  First 60 bucks gets it. 

Greg Schroeder: gwsosu@gmail.com

For Sale: Stratux ADS-B Dual Band Receiver. Amazon 
sells the Stratux for $389. You can have this one that is 
barely used for $275 
Mark Merrell - 817-718-5570

Builder Update 
By Michael Stephan 

We have a new project starting.  David Pyke started his 
RV-8 build alongside Pete Miller’s RV-9 kit at AeroCountry.

mailto:ldbirdwell@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gwsosu@gmail.com
http://www.eaa168.org
http://www.facebook.com/eaa168
http://www.twitter.com/eaa168
http://www.facebook.com/eaa168
http://www.twitter.com/eaa168
https://www.amazon.com/Stratux-Receiver-Aviation-Weather-Traffic/dp/B071HMQY19?ref_=ast_sto_dp&th=1
mailto:For%20Sale:%20Stratux%20ADS-B%20Dual%20Band%20Receiver.%20Amazon%20sells%20the%20Stratux%20for%20$389.%20You%20can%20have%20this%20one%20that%20is%20barely%20used%20for%20$275%20Mark%20Merrell%20-%20817-718-5570%20mark.merrell@ymail.com
mailto:president@eaa168.org
mailto:vicepresident@eaa168.org
mailto:secretary@eaa168.org
mailto:treasurer@eaa168.org
mailto:rvmel@icloud.com
mailto:sailntss@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rvmel@icloud.com
mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:sailntss@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gwsosu@gmail.com
mailto:pmbrott@sbcglobal.net
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mailto:mstephan@shr.net
mailto:ber0101@swbell.net
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Greater Dallas, Texas, EAA Chapter 168 Membership Application and Renewal Form 
 Regular Membership ܆
 Student Membership ܆
 Renewal ܆             New ܆
 Information Change ܆

Regular Membership dues for EAA 
Chapter 168 are $20/year. Student 
membership is free. Make checks 
payable to ‘EAA Chapter 168’. 

Mail application to: 
EAA Chapter 168 
C/O Sam Cooper 
5932 Janet Ct 
Westlake  TX  76262-9603 

National EAA offices: 
Experimental Aircraft Association 
EAA Aviation Center 
3000 Poberezny Rd 
Oshkosh  WI  54902-8939 
Website: www.eaa.org 

EAA Member Services: 
Phone: 800-564-6322 

  * Required fields 
Name * ________________________________________________  

Copilot (spouse, friend, other)   ________________________________  

Address *_______________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________  

City *________________________  State *______  Zip   ________  

Phone Home  _________________  Mobile   __________________  

Email address * __________________________________________  

EAA Member # *___________________  Exp. Date   ___________  
(EAA Chapter 168 membership requires a current Experimental Aircraft Association 
Regular, Family, Lifetime, or Student membership.) 

Pilot/A&P Ratings  _______________________________________  
I am interested in helping with: 
 Fly-Ins    ☐ Programs    ☐ Newsletter    ☐ Young Eagles    ☐ Officer ܆
Plane, Projects (% complete) and Interests:   ___________________  
   ______________________________________________________  
   ______________________________________________________  
   ______________________________________________________  

 


