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Experimental Aircraft Association	   	 Chapter 168      	 Dallas

March 2026

EAA Chapter 168 hosted Rainbow Aviation’s 
2 Day Light Sport Repairman Inspection 
Course on February 21st and 22nd. There was 
good interest in our Chapter 168 membership, 
but not enough to fill the class of 20 so we 
opened up registration to EAA chapters around 
the North Texas area. This brought enough 
interest to fill the class roster and create a wait 
list. We only had three people drop out after the 
initial sign up and we filled those spots quickly. 
One of them the week prior to the class start. 
This happens with every class so be sure and 
get on the wait list if you want to take this 
course. 
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Important Chapter Stuff 
By Michael Stephan 

It has been an unseasonably warm February making it a 
good time to do some flying.  Which I did. 

But the weather was not the only thing heating up.  We had 
several events that happened recently. 

The Build and fly event at Rising Aviation High School was 
enjoyed by the kids as well as the adults.  Also at Rising 
Aviation was the Rainbow Aviation Light Sport Repairman 
Inspection course that was full and had several of our 
members attending. 

We also had Claire, a Ray Aviation Scholar, complete her 
checkride on Feb 16th to become our newest Private Pilot. 

February has been fantastic.   
Now looking forward to what we have in March. 
It starts with the Chapter Meeting on the 3rd featuring Joe 

Migis and the continuing restoration of the Rearwin Speedster 
that he acquired last fall.  If you attended the gathering at his 
house you have idea of how amazing this project is that has 
spanned nearly 70 years.  

Then Greg has arranged for us to take a tour of the Legend 
Cub Factory in Sulphur Springs in our first fly-out of the year. 
That is happening on Wednesday March 18th.  Needed to be 
during week since they are not open on the weekend.  But for 
those on Spring Break or retired, it should be fun visit. 

On March 7th, there are several events to choose from.  
Airplanes and Coffee is in Durant OK,  The McKinney 
Chapter is having their monthly coffee and donuts and 
Chapter meeting.  For us in the southern portion of the 
metroplex we have a fly-in event at Stephenville (SEP).  

Then Sun-N-Fun is a little over a month away, which means 
the fly-in season has begun.   

At the Christmas party I had dinner with  a very enthusiastic 
future pilot, Alessandro, and his parents.  Since then I gave 
them a tour of the GPM control tower and some of the 
projects and planes in the hangars.  I asked him if he would 
write something for the newsletter, and in this issue is the first 
of hopefully many articles of his adventures. 

We recently were invited to 
Klaus Truemper’s Memorial 
Service at UTD.  I could not 
make it, but I was glad to hear 
that many our members were 
able to attend and celebrate 
Klaus’ life. 

Builder Web Sites 
Paul Asselta’s RV12iS 
Eric Cadorette’s Sling 4 TSi 
Aaron Garinger’s Sling TSi 
Greg Kochersperger’s RV-10  
Pete Miller’s RV-7 smilinpete.com/wp/ 
Jim Novak’s RV-8 www.mykitlog.com/izzybear 
Greg Schroeder’s Sportsman www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1

rvmel@icloud.com

addison

Membership Update for March 
By Sam Cooper 

We had two new EAA Chapter 168 memberships in 
February. We had Nigel and Lincoln join as new Student 
Members of the Chapter. Nigel and Lincoln are exploring 
their strong aviation interests. Welcome aboard Nigel and 
Lincoln. Let us know how we can help you on your aviation 
journey and adventures.

Chapter 168 Board of Directors Election 
By Jim Canniff 

At the March regular we will have the election of the 
Board of Directors for 2026.  

The current slate of candidates is: 
 Ann Asberry, Brad Roberts, Chris Siggins, Joe Migis, and 
Christopher Jolly 

Per the Chapter Bylaws, a nominee for the Board of 
Directors must be a voting Regular member (not a Student 
member) in good standing. 

The Board meets via ZOOM on the Monday that follows 
the Chapter meeting from 7pm - 8pm. 

https://eaabuilderslog.org/?blproject&proj=7m5AXRX1R
https://eaabuilderslog.org/?blproject&proj=7t38QRCCL&cat=research&listcat=&sid=
https://eaabuilderslog.org/?blproject&proj=7YKj45e3J
https://eaabuilderslog.org/?s=Greg's_RV-10
http://smilinpete.com/wp/
http://www.mykitlog.com/izzybear
http://www.mykitlog.com/schroeder1
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Newsletter Archives Online 
www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/

March 3rd Chapter Meeting 
The February Chapter meeting will be  on  Tues, March 

3rd. at 7pm 
 We will meet in the big foyer area  at Rising Aviation High 

School at Addison Airport, which is at 15506 Wright 
Brothers Dr., Addison TX 75001. 

There will be a short organizational session at 7:00 PM. The 
program will begin at the conclusion of that business and 
finish by 9:00 p.m.  

March 9th Board Meeting 
The March BOD meeting will be an online meeting on 

Monday March 9th at 7 pm.  Any member is able to sit in on 
the board meeting.  If you wish to do that, email 
smilinpete@gmail.com and he will send you a ZOOM invite.  
A summary of the minutes from the Feb BOD meeting 
recorded by Jim Canniff are as follows:  

Meeting called to order by Pete Miller at 19:02. Minutes 
from the previous meeting approved as emailed. 
Officers/Directors in Attendance: Officers/Directors in 
Attendance: Pete Miller, Greg Kochersperger, Jim Canniff, 
Sam Cooper, Ann Asberry, Joe Migis, Brad Roberts, Chris 
Siggins and Christopher Jolly.  Also present:  Michael 
Stephan, Mel Asberry and Zen Walters. 

CHAPTER MEETINGS 
Mar. 3: Rene Dugas – Tail Wheel Training 
Apr 7: Rod Blake – Citabria restoration 
May 5: Russ Keith - Disaster relief flights 

Jun 2, Jul 7, Aug 4, Sep 1, Oct 6, Nov 10, Dec 1 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 
Jan 12, Feb 9, Mar 9, Apr 13, May 11,Jun 8, Jul 13, Aug 10, 
Sep 8, Oct 12, Nov 9, Dec 7 

TREASURER REPORT 
Sam discussed the Treasurer’s Report. We had 3 new 
members yielding a membership of 91.  Currently there are 
10 student members.

YOUNG EAGLES / EAGLE FLIGHTS  
Christopher Jolly will update list of youth seeking Young 
Eagles flight.  “One on One” flights may be done by any pilot 
that has completed background check.  A small group event 
may be scheduled for April or May. 

CHAPTER SOCIAL ACTIVITIES: 

March 18 – Flyout to Legend Aero facility at Sulphur Springs 
(SLR) for tour.  Needs to be on week day as facility is not 
open on weekends.

Possible visit to CAF museum at Dallas Executive Airport 
(RBD). Date TBD due to aircraft schedules.

Chapter picnic discussed. Location and date TBD. 
SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE 

Claire - Checkride scheduled for Feb 17. 

2026 Applications:	

Joe has contacted by 4 possible candidates. He will advise by 
email of requirements and request a short note asking why 
they should be considered for Ray scholarship. An interview 
of about 15 minutes will be conducted of each possible 
candidate at the march BoD meeting.  After interviews the 
candidates will be excused and the board will discuss and 
make the selection of two Ray scholars. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Build and Fly Event went well – Seven aircraft worked on. 
Gliders are best for builds as they are easy and inexpensive.  
Will partner with Richardson club for flying day at their RC 
airport. 
Two new members have met all requirements for student 
membership.  Both received nomination from Pete Miller and 
Sam Cooper and were approved by the Board. 
Our Student Ambassador, Zen Walters’ future educational 
pursuits may necessitate move form Dallas area and limit 
chapter involvement.  He also reported that Garrett Moore 
has completed his instrument rating. 
Pete Miller discussed the upcoming Board elections for the 
March Meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 20:10 

This month’s presentation will feature Joe Migis providing 
an update on his ongoing restoration of a vintage, 
type‑certificated aircraft. He will highlight the key 
considerations and regulatory requirements that restorers 
must navigate to return an aircraft to airworthy condition. 
Joe will also share specific insights and progress from his 
own project.  The restoration of a classic 1938 Rearwin 
Speedster.

http://www.eaa168.org/wp/recent-newsletters/
mailto:smilinpete@gmail.com
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Our instructor was Jim Scott from Harrisburg 
Pennsylvania. Jim is well known in the light sport aviation 
community and has taught this class for Rainbow Aviation 
many times.  

The class was two full days of great information on the 
how the MOSAIC rule changes have changed the 
requirements on who can sign off on condition inspections 
for Light Sport and Amateur-built aircraft, and, a high-
level review on what to look for in performing an 
inspection. Much of the information was presented 
through many pictures and references to AC 43.13. 

The new regulations, and changes that come along with 
it, are confusing and not well understood by most of us at 
this point in the process. However, I think a little time and 
good effort on our part will resolve most of the confusion 
and these changes will promote a greater good and 
tremendous advantage for aviation in general.  

This would have not happened without the support of 
Pete Miller and Rising Aviation High School. The school 
allowed us to use their facilities at no charge and Pete 
agreed to be at the school for two weekend days that he 
would not have otherwise needed to be there. The 
relationship between Chapter 168 and the school 
continues to provide mutual benefits. 

Jim Scott and I were able to interact with some of the 
students and listen to a presentation made by Garret 
Moore on Friday afternoon. I was impressed by this group 
of young aspiring aviation enthusiast and Jim Scott 
commented several times in the class how encouraged he 
was to interact with these young people who want to 
pursue aviation as a career. 

Many Thanks to everyone who made this possible and 
participated. 
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By Greg Kochersperger 

Springtime is coming soon and it's time to dust the frost off the wings and get in the air! EAA 168 is going to have a fly-out 
event to visit Legend Aero’s facility in Sulphur Springs on Wednesday, March 18th.  Legend Aero is the producer of 
Legend Cubs, one of the country’s premier line classic cubs and super cubs. They produce kits, run a build assist program, 
and they factory build LSA cubs at their facility in Sulphur Springs.  They also do beautiful restorations on cubs as well as 
other certified aircraft.  Whether you're into backcountry performance, STOL competition, or classic cub nostalgia, they have 
you covered.  They have a state of the art facility, and I can't wait to see what they have going on. If the weather doesn't look 
good for flying on the 18th, we will hold the 19th as a back-up day. 

We will fly out (or drive if you must) to KSLR and meet on the ramp at 11:00am.  There is typically plenty of ramp space, 
and they have a nice FBO building.  We'll walk across the street for lunch at the Redbarn Cafe, followed by a scheduled tour 
of Legend at 12:30pm.  The Redbarn is one of the best fly-in dining spots in DFW, within very short walking distance of the 
airport. Please remember to BRING CASH! Redbarn doesn't take credit cards. If you want to skip lunch and just catch the 
tour, or vice-versa, that's fine.   

Look for an email RSVP or just let me know if you're interested in joining us by going to the Chapter website.  There will 
be a link in the EVENTS section to RSVP. 

So fuel up the plane and grab a friend.  It should be fun.  I realize this is during the week and some of us have day jobs, but 
Legend Cub is only open 
Mon-Thurs.  A day of flying 
is always better than a day of 
working.  If you need a note 
to get out of work, just let me 
know and I'm sure we can 
write you one. 

Greg Kochersperger 
972-336-3914

Chapter Fly-Out to Sulphur Springs

Wednesday March 18th

http://www.eaa168.org
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By Brad Roberts 

On Feb 16th,  Claire passed her check ride - FINALLY. I heard the DPE she flew with is pretty tough but her instructor 
said she did very very well and passed the first time. I just want to thank each of you for your support and encouragement 
of Claire. It means a lot to her and I'm sure she will express her gratitude in person. 

She has been accepted at Aims College in Greeley, CO and will start in August. They have a program where she can get 
all her rating through multi-engine CFI in less than 2 years. 

New Private Pilot 

Project Updates 
By Michael Stephan 

I do have a short update on a project that has made some 
good progress recently.   

Jay Pratt’s Javron Cub project now has its wings 
covered.  Not an easy task, but as Jay says, “It is much 
easier with the help of friends.”   The wing fixture was 
borrowed.  Larry Vetterman did much of the covering in 
his shop in Abilene. Steve Pierce helped with the drawings 
and the inspection holes.  “Without friends this build 
would not be this far along.” 
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My name is Alessandro and I’m 14 years old and I’m a proud chapter 
student member. I have loved airplanes since I was about six years 
old. Before I ever flew or even touched an RC airplane, I was already 
building airplanes out of LEGO and using anything I could find—
plastic bottles, paper, cardboard, and whatever else was around—to 
create my own airplanes. 
It all started on my eighth birthday with an Amazon-style RC airplane. 
From there, I learned and progressed into my first true hobby-grade 
RC airplane, and that’s when aviation became much more than just a 
hobby for me. 
As my interest grew, my parents discovered the EAA organization and 
the Richardson RC Club, which led me to EAA Chapter 168. 
The youth RC build and fly event hosted by Chapter 168 last year was 
a turning point for me. That’s when things really started happening, 
and I met many interesting and inspiring people who helped fuel my 
passion. 
In June of 2025, thanks to Joe Migis and Christopher Jolly, I 

experienced my first flight during a Young Eagles event in a Cessna 182. After that flight, my parents arranged several 
discovery flights with local flight schools, including flights in a Cessna 172 and a Piper PA-28 Archer. I even had the chance 
to handle takeoffs and landings, which confirmed that flying is what I want to do. 

I’m also very grateful to Michael Stephan for giving me a tour of the Grand Prairie Airport ATC tower and for showing me 
his airplanes and ongoing projects. It was an incredible experience. 

Thanks to EAA Chapter 168, I gained access to Sporty’s after my Young Eagles flight, and I’m almost finished with the 
program. I plan to go through it over and over until I’m old enough to begin flight school. I’m already studying and 
preparing to work toward my Private Pilot License, with the long-term goal of becoming an airline pilot. 

I’m extremely thankful to everyone in EAA Chapter 168 for the opportunities, encouragement, and support. This chapter 
has played a huge role in my aviation journey, and I’m excited for what’s ahead. 

Chapter 168 Future Pilot
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We had a great time last month at Rising Aviation High 
School for our second Build and Fly session. 

There was plenty of room in the build room to assemble 
the remote control airplane and helicopters, as well as the 
many foam gliders that were test flown in the foyer area. 

We thank all of those who attended and those that assisted 
in making this a day full of fun.  Especially, Rising 
Aviation, Pete Miller, Zen Walters, Greg Kochersperger, 
Chris Siggins, and Christopher Jolly.  Also thank the 
members of the Academy of Model Aeronautics Club 623-
Richardson Radio Control Club.

Build and Fly at Rising Aviation
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Sun N Fun 2026 
By  Jim Canniff 

The Sun n Fun Aerospace Expo is on April 14 – 19 
this year. There are some interesting changes that 
anyone attending might want to be aware of. 

First there is a big change from the past decades for 
the Wednesday night airshow. Previous years had the 
normal arrivals and departures from 7:00 am to about 
1:00 pm. Then there was the afternoon airshow from 
1:00 to about 5:30 pm, followed by more air ops from 
5:30 to 7:00, followed by a night airshow from 7 – 9:30. 
Whew, yes all these operation transitions could be a 
little tedious for GA arrivals and departures. 

So this year on the Wednesday of the show there is 
only going to be one change over. Normal arrivals and 
departures will be from 7:00 am to about 5:00 pm and 
then there will be a combined Day, Evening and Night 
airshow. This will be a really great show. There will be 
various military jets including the USAF Thunderbirds, 
aerobatic performers and then the night show. The night 
show is aircraft aerobatics with pyrotechnics, a 
spectacular drone show ending with a great fireworks 
and pyro show. Having worked at Sun n Fun for 24 
years the airshows are great but of limited interest by 
this point. But I do watch (and photo) the night shows. 

Just a little caution from experience – by all means 
attend the show but do leave some more time margin 
than the 30 minutes they mention. This is especially true 
on departure. From experience I would say get to your 
plane about an hour before and be moving on the 
taxiway 45 minutes before the airport closing time. 

The second change this year is that Homebuilt and 
Homebuilt Camping are a combined operation this year. 
From what was said it sounds like they will share all 
facilities and amenities. The actual areas are now next to 
each other. There is going to be forums in the 
Homebuilt area – this is something new.  
For times and subjects check the Activities, Daily 
Schedule section on the Sun n Fun website, flysnf.org. 

If you plan on camping I would recommend you 
please still put “HBC” on your parking request sign so 
the parking volunteer knows you need room for your 
tent. 

The Homebuilt area is directly across taxiway Echo 
from what is called the “Inland”. This is a facility with 
food, showers, a general store and a Pilot Welcome 
Center. It is also a rideshare pick- drop-off and 
transportation point for the trams that will go to Florida 
Ave which is a restaurant/shopping area in Lakeland. 

Over the past few years Sun n Fun has made a 
considerable effort to make the Fly-in experience a good 
one. 

Hope to see you there!

http://flysnf.org/
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Upcoming Events

Saturday, March 7th - 1st Saturday Coffee/Donuts/ 
Chapter Meeting, McKinney (KTKI) 

We get together for our monthly Chapter meeting at the airport, 
for some great fellowship and fun. We have Free coffee and donuts 
for everyone at Pat Long's Hangar in the McKinney Hangar 
Owners Association. area at the McKinney National Airport 
(KTKI) in McKinney, TX. 9 AM - Noon. Non-members can be 
added to our notification list by emailing Treasurer@eaa1246.org. 
You don’t have to be a pilot or a member to attend.  Bring the 
family! See you there! 

Website: https://www.eaa1246.org/

https://www.funplacestofly.com/airportdetails.asp?id=KTKI
https://www.eaa1246.org/aviation-event-details.asp?EventID=27951
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Social media sites 

www.facebook.com/eaa168 

 www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)

To place an ad: Submit requests for aviation related For Sale or Want ads to mstephan@shr.net. Ads are free to Chapter 168 members. Ads from 
nonmembers will be run on a space available basis. Ads will be run at the newsletter Editors discretion.

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 168, Inc., regardless of the form, format, 
and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, Hangar Echoes and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opinions, and personal experience 
accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to 
anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, sponsorship, involvement, control or direction of any event (this 
includes Oshkosh). Bottom line, we are responsible for nothing. Please read, listen, enjoy, and be careful out there.

Web site Address:   www.eaa168.org 
Social media sites: www.facebook.com/eaa168 	 www.twitter.com/eaa168 (@eaa168)

For Sale:  New unused sealed in original packaging 
Garmin GAP 26 unheated pitot probe Part number 
010-01074-00 for sale. Asking 150.00 
Eric Cadorette  cadorette.eric@icloud.com 

EAA CHAPTER 168 OFFICERS 
President Pete Miller	 	 	 president@eaa168.org  
Vice President Greg Kochersperger	 	 	
vicepresident@eaa168.org 
Secretary Jim Canniff	 	 	 secretary@eaa168.org  
Treasurer Sam Cooper	 	 	 treasurer@eaa168.org  

Directors 
Flight Advisors 

Mel Asberry 	 972-784-7544	 rvmel@icloud.com  
Technical Counselors 

Mel Asberry 	 972-784-7544	 rvmel@icloud.com 
Brad Roberts	 214-546-0445	 ber0101@swbell.net 
Greg Schroeder	 	 	 	 gwsosu@gmail.com 
Michael Stephan	 214-232-2405	 mstephan@shr.net 

Pete Miller	 214-417-7611       smilinpete@gmail.com 
Ray Aviation Scholar Coordinator 

Joe Migis		 	 joe.migis@masergy.com 
Newsletter Editor 

Michael Stephan 	 214-232-2405	 mstephan@shr.net 
Tool Custodian 

Brad Roberts	 214-546-0445	 ber0101@swbell.net 
Web site Editors 

Pete Miller	 	 smilinpete@gmail.com 
Young Eagles Coordinator - EAA168YoungEagleFlights@gmail.com  

Eagles Coordinator 
 Pete Miller	 	 eaa168eagleflights@gmail.com  

Social Events Coordinator 
Greg Kochersperger	 gkochersperger@gmail.com 

Ann Asberry 
Joe Migis		  

Jim Novak  
Brad Roberts 

Christopher Jolly  
Chris Siggins

For Sale: Zenith CH650B Taildragger project. 
Over 95% completed. 
Aircraft modified with fastback tail cone.  Entire aircraft is 
flush riveted.  Center Stick, Dual brakes, and MANY extras.  
All mods approved by Zenith. 

• UL Power UL350i, Whirlwind 3-blade GA prop. 
• Dual GRT 7" SportEX EFIS,  
• GRT EIS,  
• Trig TT22,  
• GRT Discovery ADS-B (in & out),  
• Artex ELT,  
• Becker AR4201 com radio, 
• Custom upholstery (might need altering for larger 

people).  
Everything is new. Within about 50 hrs. of 
completion.  Only needs completion of engine baffling, 
wing root fairings, and fitting of wheel pants.  Airplane has 
been assembled and rigged. 
Gobs of documentation and pictures.  This is the 
9th airplane built by my Wife & myself.  Excellent 
workmanship throughout. 
I have about $65.5K invested and want to recover my 
costs.  No Lowball offers please.  
Availability is immediate.  Located Farmersville, TX, 
ShortStop Airport (8TA5)  (40 miles northeast of Dallas) 
Selling due to health issues 
Contact Mel for more information 972-784-7544 (no text), 
email: rvmel@icloud.com 

For Sale: Zenith CH650B Taildragger project.
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Greater Dallas, Texas, EAA Chapter 168 Membership Application and Renewal Form 
☐ Regular Membership 
☐ Student Membership 
☐ New             ☐ Renewal 
☐ Information Change 

Regular Membership dues for EAA 
Chapter 168 are $20/year. Student 
membership is free. Make checks 
payable to ‘EAA Chapter 168’. 

Mail application to: 
EAA Chapter 168 
C/O Sam Cooper 
5932 Janet Ct 
Westlake  TX  76262-9603 

National EAA offices: 
Experimental Aircraft Association 
EAA Aviation Center 
3000 Poberezny Rd 
Oshkosh  WI  54902-8939 
Website: www.eaa.org 

EAA Member Services: 
Phone: 800-564-6322 

  * Required fields 
Name * ________________________________________________  

Copilot (spouse, friend, other)   ________________________________  

Address *_______________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________  

City *________________________  State *______  Zip   ________  

Phone Home  _________________  Mobile   __________________  

Email address * __________________________________________  

EAA Member # *___________________  Exp. Date   ___________  
(EAA Chapter 168 membership requires a current Experimental Aircraft Association 
Regular, Family, Lifetime, or Student membership.) 

Pilot/A&P Ratings  _______________________________________  
I am interested in helping with: 
☐ Fly-Ins    ☐ Programs    ☐ Newsletter    ☐ Young Eagles    ☐ Officer 
Plane, Projects (% complete) and Interests:   ___________________  
   ______________________________________________________  
   ______________________________________________________  
   ______________________________________________________  

 


